13 SPECIAL EDUCATION CLASSIFICATIONS

13 SPECIAL EDUCATION CLASSIFICATIONS PLAY A CRUCIAL ROLE IN IDENTIFYING AND ADDRESSING THE DIVERSE NEEDS OF
STUDENTS REQUIRING SPECIALIZED EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT. THESE CLASSIFICATIONS PROVIDE A FRAMEWORK FOR EDUCATORS,
ADMINISTRATORS, AND PARENTS TO UNDERSTAND THE SPECIFIC CHALLENGES FACED BY STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES AND TO
IMPLEMENT APPROPRIATE INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES AND SERVICES. UNDERSTANDING EACH CLASSIFICATION HELPS ENSURE
COMPLIANCE WITH FEDERAL AND STATE REGULATIONS WHILE PROMOTING INCLUSIVE AND EFFECTIVE EDUCATION. THIS ARTICLE
EXPLORES THE 13 SPECIAL EDUCATION CLASSIFICATIONS RECOGNIZED UNDER THE INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES EDUCATION
AcT (IDEA), DETAILING THE CHARACTERISTICS, ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA, AND EDUCATIONAL IMPLICATIONS OF EACH. BY GAINING
COMPREHENSIVE KNOWLEDGE OF THESE CLASSIFICATIONS, STAKEHOLDERS CAN BETTER SUPPORT INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION
PROGRAMS (IEPS) TAILORED TO STUDENT SUCCESS. THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS OUTLINE EACH CLASSIFICATION
COMPREHENSIVELY, PROVIDING CLARITY ON TERMINOLOGY AND APPLICATION.

® |NTELLECTUAL DISABILITY

® HEARING IMPAIRMENT AND DEAFNESS

e SpEECH OR LANGUAGE IMPAIRMENT

® VISUAL IMPAIRMENT, INCLUDING BLINDNESS

e EMOTIONAL DISTURBANCE

o ORTHOPEDIC IMPAIRMENT

o OTHER HEALTH IMPAIRMENT

o SpPECIFIC LEARNING DISABILITY

o DEAF-BLINDNESS

o MULTIPLE DISABILITIES

® AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER

o TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURY

o DEVELOPMENTAL DELAY

INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY

INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY IS ONE OF THE FUNDAMENTAL 13 SPECIAL EDUCATION CLASSIFICATIONS THAT REFERS TO SIGNIFICANT
LIMITATIONS IN INTELLECTUAL FUNCTIONING AND ADAPTIVE BEHAVIOR. THIS CLASSIFICATION TYPICALLY MANIFESTS BEFORE THE
AGE OF 18 AND AFFECTS DAILY LIVING SKILLS, SOCIAL FUNCTIONING, AND ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE. STUDENTS WITH
INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES MAY EXPERIENCE DIFFICULTIES WITH REASONING, PROBLEM~SOLVING, AND LEARNING AT AN AGE-
APPROPRIATE LEVEL. IDENTIFICATION INVOLVES STANDARDIZED ASSESSMENTS AND EVALUATION OF ADAPTIVE BEHAVIORS IN
VARIOUS ENVIRONMENTS.

HeARING IMPAIRMENT AND DEAFNESS

HEARING IMPAIRMENT ENCOMPASSES A RANGE OF HEARING LOSS FROM MILD TO PROFOUND, AFFECTING A STUDENT’S ABILITY TO



PROCESS AUDITORY INFORMATION. DEAFNESS IS A MORE SEVERE FORM OF HEARING IMPAIRMENT WHERE THE STUDENT HAS LITTLE
TO NO HEARING AND REQUIRES ALTERNATIVE COMMUNICATION METHODS SUCH AS SIGN LANGUAGE. BOTH CLASSIFICATIONS
NECESSITATE SPECIALIZED EDUCATIONAL SERVICES, INCLUDING ASSISTIVE LISTENING DEVICES, SPEECH THERAPY, AND
COMMUNICATION SUPPORT TO FACILITATE EFFECTIVE LEARNING.

SPEECH OR LANGUAGE IMPAIRMENT

THIS CLASSIFICATION INVOLVES DIFFICULTIES IN ARTICULATION, FLUENCY, VOICE, OR LANGUAGE PROCESSING THAT ADVERSELY
AFFECT EDUCATIONAL PERFORMANCE. SPEECH IMPAIRMENTS MAY INCLUDE STUTTERING OR PHONOLOGICAL DISORDERS, WHILE
LANGUAGE IMPAIRMENTS INVOLVE CHALLENGES IN UNDERSTANDING OR EXPRESSING SPOKEN OR WRITTEN LANGUAGE. EARLY
IDENTIFICATION AND INTERVENTION THROUGH SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY SERVICES ARE ESSENTIAL FOR IMPROVING
COMMUNICATION SKILLS AND ACADEMIC OUTCOMES.

VISUAL IMPAIRMENT, INCLUDING BLINDNESS

VISUAL IMPAIRMENT REFERS TO PARTIAL OR TOTAL LOSS OF VISION THAT IMPACTS A STUDENT’S EDUCATIONAL PERFORMANCE.
THIS CLASSIFICATION COVERS A SPECTRUM FROM LOW VISION TO COMPLETE BLINDNESS. STUDENTS WITH VISUAL IMPAIRMENTS
OFTEN REQUIRE SPECIALIZED MATERIALS SUCH AS BRAILLE, LARGE PRINT, OR ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY. ORIENTATION AND
MOBILITY TRAINING, ALONGSIDE ADAPTED INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES, SUPPORT INDEPENDENCE AND LEARNING.

EMOTIONAL DISTURBANCE

EMOTIONAL DISTURBANCE IS CHARACTERIZED BY BEHAVIORAL OR EMOTIONAL RESPONSES THAT SIGNIFICANTLY DIFFER FROM AGE-
APPROPRIATE NORMS, ADVERSELY AFFECTING EDUCATIONAL PERFORMANCE. THIS CLASSIFICATION MAY INCLUDE CONDITIONS
SUCH AS ANXIETY DISORDERS, DEPRESSION, BIPOLAR DISORDER, OR SCHIZOPHRENIA. STUDENTS MAY EXHIBIT DIFFICULTIES IN
INTERPERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS, ACADEMIC ENGAGEMENT, OR COPING WITH STRESS. COMPREHENSIVE EVALUATION AND TARGETED
BEHAVIORAL INTERVENTIONS ARE VITAL COMPONENTS OF SUPPORT.

ORTHOPEDIC IMPAIRMENT

ORTHOPEDIC IMPAIRMENT INCLUDES PHYSICAL DISABILITIES CAUSED BY CONGENITAL ANOMALIES, DISEASES, OR OTHER
CONDITIONS AFFECTING THE SKELETAL SYSTEM OR MUSCLES. EXAMPLES INCLUDE CEREBRAL PALSY, AMPUTATIONS, OR
MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY. THESE IMPAIRMENTS MAY LIMIT MOBILITY OR COORDINATION, NECESSITATING ACCOMMODATIONS SUCH
AS ADAPTED PHYSICAL EDUCATION, ASSISTIVE DEVICES, AND ACCESSIBLE LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS TO ENSURE PARTICIPATION.

OTHER HEALTH IMPAIRMENT

THE OTHER HEALTH IMPAIRMENT CLASSIFICATION COVERS CHRONIC OR ACUTE HEALTH PROBLEMS THAT LIMIT STRENGTH, ENERGY,
OR ALERTNESS, IMPACTING EDUCATIONAL PERFORMANCE. COMMON CONDITIONS INCLUDE ATTENTION DEFICIT HYPERACTIVITY
DISORDER (ADHD), ASTHMA, DIABETES, EPILEPSY, AND HEART CONDITIONS. THESE HEALTH CHALLENGES REQUIRE COORDINATED
MEDICAL AND EDUCATIONAL INTERVENTIONS TO ADDRESS ABSENTEEISM, CONCENTRATION DIFFICULTIES, AND PHYSICAL
LIMITATIONS.

SPECIFIC LEARNING DISABILITY

SPECIFIC LEARNING DISABILITY (SLD) IS ONE OF THE MOST PREVALENT 13 SPECIAL EDUCATION CLASSIFICATIONS AND REFERS
TO DISORDERS IN THE PROCESSES INVOLVED IN UNDERSTANDING OR USING LANGUAGE. SLD AFFECTS SKILLS SUCH AS READING
(DYSLEXIA), WRITING (DYSGRAPHIA), OR MATHEMATICS (DYSCALCULIA). STUDENTS MAY DEMONSTRATE UNEVEN ACADEMIC



ACHIEVEMENT DESPITE ADEQUATE INTELLIGENCE AND INSTRUCTION. IDENTIFICATION INVOLVES COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENT AND
IMPLEMENTATION OF INDIVIDUALIZED INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES.

DeAF-BLINDNESS

DEAF-BLINDNESS IS A RARE BUT SIGNIFICANT CLASSIFICATION INVOLVING CONCOMITANT HEARING AND VISUAL IMPAIRMENTS THAT
SEVERELY LIMIT COMMUNICATION, MOBILITY, AND EDUCATIONAL ACCESS. STUDENTS WITH DEAF-BLINDNESS REQUIRE HIGHLY
SPECIALIZED SERVICES, INCLUDING TACTILE COMMUNICATION METHODS, INDIVIDUALIZED INSTRUCTION, AND ORIENTATION AND
MOBILITY TRAINING. COLLABORATION AMONG MULTIDISCIPLINARY TEAMS IS ESSENTIAL FOR EFFECTIVE EDUCATIONAL PLANNING.

MuLTIPLE DISABILITIES

THE MULTIPLE DISABILITIES CLASSIFICATION REFERS TO THE PRESENCE OF TWO OR MORE IMPAIRMENTS OCCURRING
SIMULTANEOUSLY THAT CAUSE SEVERE EDUCATIONAL NEEDS. THIS MAY INCLUDE COMBINATIONS SUCH AS INTELLECTUAL
DISABILITY WITH ORTHOPEDIC IMPAIRMENT OR DEAFNESS WITH BLINDNESS. STUDENTS REQUIRE COMPREHENSIVE SUPPORT
SERVICES THAT ADDRESS COMPLEX PHYSICAL, COGNITIVE, AND COMMUNICATION CHALLENGES TO PROMOTE MEANINGFUL
PARTICIPATION IN EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES.

AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER

AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER (ASD) IS CHARACTERIZED BY CHALLENGES IN SOCIAL COMMUNICATION AND INTERACTION,
ALONGSIDE RESTRICTED OR REPETITIVE BEHAVIORS AND INTERESTS. ASD AFFECTS STUDENTS ACROSS A WIDE SPECTRUM OF
SEVERITY AND FUNCTIONING LEVELS. EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS FOR STUDENTS WITH AUTISM EMPHASIZE SOCIAL SKILLS
DEVELOPMENT, STRUCTURED LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS, AND INDIVIDUALIZED SUPPORTS TO ENHANCE COMMUNICATION AND
BEHAVIORAL REGULATION.

TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURY

TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURY (TBD RESULTS FROM AN EXTERNAL PHYSICAL IMPACT CAUSING BRAIN DYSFUNCTION. STUDENTS WITH
TBI MAY EXPERIENCE COGNITIVE, PHYSICAL, BEHAVIORAL, OR EMOTIONAL IMPAIRMENTS THAT AFFECT LEARNING AND SOCIAL
INTERACTIONS. EDUCATIONAL INTERVENTIONS FOCUS ON ACCOMMODATING MEMORY DEFICITS, ATTENTION DIFFICULTIES, AND
PHYSICAL CHALLENGES, OFTEN REQUIRING REHABILITATION SERVICES AS PART OF THE EDUCATIONAL PLAN.

DevELOPMENTAL DELAY

DEVELOPMENTAL DELAY APPLIES PRIMARILY TO YOUNG CHILDREN (TYPICALLY AGES 3‘9) WHO EXHIBIT DELAYS IN ONE OR MORE
DEVELOPMENTAL AREAS, INCLUDING COGNITIVE, PHYSICAL, COMMUNICATION, SOCIAL/EMOTIONAL, OR ADAPTIVE FUNCTIONING.
THIS CLASSIFICATION IS DESIGNED TO PROVIDE EARLY INTERVENTION SERVICES THAT PROMOTE DEVELOPMENTAL PROGRESS
BEFORE A FORMAL DISABILITY DIAGNOSIS IS ESTABLISHED. TIMELY IDENTIFICATION AND TARGETED SUPPORTS ARE CRITICAL FOR
IMPROVING LONG-TERM OUTCOMES.

o EARLY IDENTIFICATION AND EVALUATION
o INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PrOGRAMS (IEPS)

SPECIALIZED INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES AND ACCOMMODATIONS

e MULTIDISCIPLINARY TEAM COLLABORATION



e PARENTAL AND FAMILY INVOLVEMENT

e USE OF ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY AND ADAPTIVE MATERIALS

FREQUENTLY AsSkeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT ARE THE 13 SPECIAL EDUCATION CLASSIFICATIONS RECOGNIZED UNDER IDEA?

THe 13 SPECIAL EDUCATION CLASSIFICATIONS UNDER THE INDIVIDUALS WITH DiSABILITIES EDUCATION AcT (IDEA) ARe: 1)
AuTisM, 2) DeaF-BLINDNESS, 3) DEAFNESS, 4) EMOTIONAL DISTURBANCE, 5) HEARING IMPAIRMENT, 6) INTELLECTUAL
DISABILITY, 7) MULTIPLE DISABILITIES, 8) ORTHOPEDIC IMPAIRMENT, 9) OTHER HEALTH IMPAIRMENT, 10) SPECIFIC LEARNING
DisagILITY, 11) SpeecH orR LANGUAGE IMPAIRMENT, 12) TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURY, AND 13) VISUAL IMPAIRMENT INCLUDING
BLINDNESS.

\W/HY IS IT IMPORTANT TO UNDERSTAND THE 13 SPECIAL EDUCATION CLASSIFICATIONS?

UNDERSTANDING THE 13 SPECIAL EDUCATION CLASSIFICATIONS IS IMPORTANT BECAUSE IT HELPS EDUCATORS, PARENTS, AND
PROFESSIONALS IDENTIFY THE SPECIFIC NEEDS OF STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES, ENSURING THEY RECEIVE APPROPRIATE SERVICES
AND SUPPORT TAILORED TO THEIR UNIQUE CHALLENGES.

How Do THE 13 SPECIAL EDUCATION CLASSIFICATIONS IMPACT INDIVIDUALIZED
EpucaTIioN ProGrAMs (IEPS)?

THE CLASSIFICATION ASSIGNED TO A STUDENT GUIDES THE DEVELOPMENT OF THEIR INDIVIDUALIZED EpucaTioN ProcraM (IEP)
BY IDENTIFYING THEIR SPECIFIC DISABILITY-RELATED NEEDS, WHICH INFORMS THE GOALS, ACCOMMODATIONS, AND SPECIALIZED
INSTRUCTION INCLUDED IN THE |EP.

CAN A STUDENT BE CLASSIFIED UNDER MORE THAN ONE OF THE 13 SPECIAL EDUCATION
CATEGORIES?

YES, A STUDENT CAN BE CLASSIFIED UNDER MORE THAN ONE CATEGORY IF THEY HAVE MULTIPLE DISABILITIES. IN SUCH CASES,
THE CLASSIFICATION OF MULTIPLE DISABILITIES IS OFTEN USED TO ADDRESS THE COMRBINED IMPACT OF TWO OR MORE
IMPAIRMENTS ON THE STUDENT'S EDUCATIONAL PERFORMANCE.

How DO SCHOOLS DETERMINE WHICH OF THE 13 SPECIAL EDUCATION CLASSIFICATIONS
APPLIES TO A STUDENT?

SCHOOLS DETERMINE THE APPROPRIATE CLASSIFICATION THROUGH A COMPREHENSIVE EVALUATION PROCESS THAT INCLUDES
ASSESSMENTS, OBSERVATIONS, AND INPUT FROM EDUCATORS, SPECIALISTS, AND PARENTS TO IDENTIFY THE STUDENT'S
DISABILITY AND HOW IT AFFECTS THEIR LEARNING.

ARE THE 13 SPECIAL EDUCATION CLASSIFICATIONS CONSISTENT ACROSS ALL U.S.
STATES?

THE 13 CLASSIFICATIONS ARE FEDERALLY RECOGNIZED UNDER IDEA AND SERVE AS A STANDARD FRAMEW ORK NATIONWIDE,

HOWEVER, SOME STATES MAY HAVE ADDITIONAL CATEGORIES OR DIFFERENT TERMINOLOGY, BUT THEY GENERALLY ALIGN WITH
THE IDEA CLASSIFICATIONS FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION ELIGIBILITY.



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. UNDERSTANDING AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER: STRATEGIES FOR EDUCATORS

THIS BOOK OFFERS A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF AUTISM SPECTRUM DisorDER (ASD) WITH PRACTICAL TEACHING
STRATEGIES TAILORED FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION PROFESSIONALS. |T COVERS COMMUNICATION TECHNIQUES, SENSORY
INTEGRATION, AND BEHAVIORAL INTERVENTIONS. EDUCATORS WILL FIND VALUABLE INSIGHTS TO CREATE INCLUSIVE
CLASSROOMS THAT SUPPORT STUDENTS WITH ASD EFFECTIVELY.

2. TEACHING STUDENTS WITH EMOTIONAL AND BEHAVIORAL DISORDERS

FOCUSED ON STUDENTS WITH EMOTIONAL AND BEHAVIORAL DISORDERS (EBD), THIS RESOURCE PROVIDES EVIDENCE-BASED
APPROACHES TO CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT AND SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL LEARNING. |T DISCUSSES THE ROOT CAUSES OF
BEHAVIORAL CHALLENGES AND OFFERS TOOLS FOR FOSTERING POSITIVE BEHAVIOR AND ACADEMIC SUCCESS. THE BOOK ALSO
INCLUDES CASE STUDIES TO ILLUSTRATE BEST PRACTICES.

3. EFFECTIVE INSTRUCTIONAL PRACTICES FOR STUDENTS WITH SPECIFIC LEARNING DISABILITIES

THIS GUIDE DELVES INTO INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES DESIGNED FOR LEARNERS WITH SPECIFIC LEARNING DISABILITIES (SLD),
SUCH AS DYSLEXIA AND DYSCALCULIA. |T EMPHASIZES DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION, MULTISENSORY TECHNIQUES, AND
ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY. TEACHERS WILL LEARN HOW TO IDENTIFY STUDENTS’ UNIQUE NEEDS AND TAILOR LESSONS TO IMPROVE
READING, WRITING, AND MATH SKILLS.

4. SUPPORTING STUDENTS WITH INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES IN THE CLASSROOM

PROVIDING A THOROUGH UNDERSTANDING OF INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES, THIS BOOK DISCUSSES DEVELOPMENTAL MILESTONES,
ADAPTIVE SKILLS, AND INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PROGRAMS (IEPS). IT HIGHLIGHTS WAYS TO PROMOTE INDEPENDENCE AND
SOCIAL INCLUSION THROUGH CUSTOMIZED TEACHING METHODS. THE RESOURCE IS IDEAL FOR EDUCATORS AIMING TO ENHANCE
LEARNING OUTCOMES FOR STUDENTS WITH INTELLECTUAL CHALLENGES.

5. PRACTICAL APPROACHES TO TEACHING STUDENTS WITH SPEECH OR L ANGUAGE IMPAIRMENTS

THIS BOOK ADDRESSES THE NEEDS OF STUDENTS WITH SPEECH OR LANGUAGE IMPAIRMENTS BY OUTLINING ASSESSMENT
PROCEDURES AND INTERVENTION STRATEGIES. |T OFFERS TECHNIQUES TO IMPROVE COMMUNICATION SKILLS, INCLUDING
ARTICULATION, FLUENCY, AND LANGUAGE COMPREHENSION. COLLABORATING WITH SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGISTS IS ALSO
EMPHASIZED TO MAXIMIZE STUDENT PROGRESS.

6. INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES FOR STUDENTS WITH VISUAL IMPAIRMENTS

DESIGNED FOR EDUCATORS WORKING WITH VISUALLY IMPAIRED STUDENTS, THIS BOOK COVERS ADAPTIVE TECHNOLOGIES,
TACTILE LEARNING METHODS, AND BRAILLE LITERACY. |T ALSO DISCUSSES ENVIRONMENTAL MODIFICATIONS TO ENHANCE
ACCESSIBILITY AND SAFETY. TEACHERS WILL GAIN TOOLS TO SUPPORT ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT AND INDEPENDENCE IN STUDENTS
WITH VISUAL CHALLENGES.

7. EDUCATING STUDENTS WITH HEARING IMPAIRMENTS: A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE

THIS RESOURCE EXPLORES COMMUNICATION OPTIONS SUCH AS SIGN LANGUAGE, COCHLEAR IMPLANTS, AND AUDITORY TRAINING
FOR STUDENTS WITH HEARING IMPAIRMENTS. |T PROVIDES STRATEGIES FOR INCLUSIVE CLASSROOM SETTINGS AND
COLLABORATION WITH FAMILIES AND SPECIALISTS. THE BOOK EMPHASIZES CREATING SUPPORTIVE LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS THAT
CATER TO DIVERSE AUDITORY NEEDS.

8. TEACHING STUDENTS wiTH ORTHOPEDIC IMPAIRMENTS. ACCESSIBILITY AND ADAPTATIONS

FOCUSING ON STUDENTS WITH ORTHOPEDIC IMPAIRMENTS, THIS BOOK DISCUSSES PHYSICAL ACCESSIBILITY, ADAPTIVE
EQUIPMENT, AND TAILORED INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS. [T HIGHLIGHTS HOW TO ACCOMMODATE MOBILITY CHALLENGES AND
PROMOTE PARTICIPATION IN ALL CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES. EDUCATORS WILL FIND GUIDANCE ON COLLABORATING WITH
THERAPISTS AND MEDICAL PROFESSIONALS.

9. ADDRESSING OTHER HEALTH IMPAIRMENTS IN EDUCA TION: MANAGING CHRONIC CONDITIONS

THIS BOOK PROVIDES AN OVERVIEW OF EDUCATIONAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR STUDENTS WITH CHRONIC HEALTH CONDITIONS
SUCH AS ASTHMA, EPILEPSY, AND DIABETES. |T OUTLINES HEALTH MANAGEMENT PLANS, EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS, AND
ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATIONS. THE GOAL IS TO HELP EDUCATORS SUPPORT STUDENTS’ HEALTH NEEDS WHILE ENSURING
CONSISTENT ACCESS TO LEARNING.
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