1855 colt revolving carbine reproduction

1855 colt revolving carbine reproduction firearms represent a fascinating blend of
historical significance and modern craftsmanship. These reproductions pay homage to one
of the most innovative firearms of the mid-19th century, the original Colt revolving
carbine, which featured a unique revolving cylinder design that set it apart from
traditional rifles of its era. Enthusiasts and collectors appreciate these reproductions for
their accuracy, reliability, and connection to American firearms history. This article
explores the history, design characteristics, manufacturing details, and practical uses of
the 1855 Colt revolving carbine reproduction. Additionally, it provides insights into the
maintenance and legal considerations related to owning such a firearm. The following
sections will guide readers through a comprehensive understanding of this remarkable
historical firearm and its modern counterparts.
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History of the 1855 Colt Revolving Carbine

The 1855 Colt revolving carbine was introduced during a period of rapid innovation in
firearms technology. Designed by Samuel Colt, this carbine was intended to offer soldiers
and frontiersmen a compact, multi-shot weapon that combined the firepower of a revolver
with the extended range of a rifle. The carbine featured a revolving cylinder with multiple
chambers, allowing for several shots before reloading, which was a significant advantage
over single-shot rifles of the time.

Development and Adoption

The original Colt revolving carbine was developed in the early 1850s and saw limited
adoption by various military and civilian users. Its design was notable for incorporating
the revolving cylinder mechanism into a carbine format, which was relatively novel. The
weapon was chambered in .56 caliber and was prized for its rapid-fire capability, although
it had certain drawbacks such as the risk of cylinder chain fire and gas leakage.



Historical Significance

While not as widely used as other Colt revolvers or standard rifles, the 1855 revolving
carbine holds an important place in firearms history. It represents an early attempt to
increase firepower and efficiency on the battlefield and influenced later developments in
repeating firearms. Collectors and historians value the original models for their
craftsmanship and innovative design features.

Design and Mechanism

The design of the 1855 Colt revolving carbine is distinctive, marrying the revolving
cylinder concept of handguns with the longer barrel and stock of a carbine. This section
details the key mechanical and design aspects that define the firearm.

Revolving Cylinder

The heart of the carbine’s functionality lies in its revolving cylinder, which typically held
six rounds. Each trigger pull rotated the cylinder to align the next chamber with the
barrel, allowing successive shots without manual reloading after each discharge. This
mechanism was mechanically similar to Colt’s revolvers but adapted to handle rifle-caliber
rounds.

Barrel and Stock Design

The carbine featured a longer barrel than standard revolvers, usually around 21 inches,
providing greater accuracy and range. The wooden stock was designed to give the shooter
better control and stability, making it suitable for mounted troops and infantry use. The
balance between weight and ergonomics contributed to its usability in the field.

Caliber and Ammunition

The original 1855 Colt revolving carbine was chambered in .56 caliber rimfire cartridges.
This caliber was chosen to balance stopping power with manageable recoil. Ammunition
for these carbines was typically black powder-based, consistent with mid-19th century
firearms technology.



Modern Reproductions and Manufacturing

Interest in historical firearms has led to the production of high-quality 1855 Colt revolving
carbine reproductions by several manufacturers. These modern replicas aim to preserve
the historical accuracy and mechanical integrity of the original while incorporating
improvements for safety and durability.

Reproduction Manufacturers

Leading manufacturers of 1855 Colt revolving carbine reproductions include well-known
firms specializing in historical firearms. These companies use modern materials and
machining techniques to create replicas that are visually and functionally faithful to the
originals. They often produce limited runs to maintain exclusivity and attention to detail.

Materials and Craftsmanship

Reproduction carbines typically use high-grade steel for the barrel and cylinder, along
with carefully selected hardwoods for the stock. Modern metallurgy ensures greater
longevity and resistance to wear compared to original 19th-century models. Attention to
detail in engraving and finish work maintains the aesthetic appeal and historical
authenticity.

Variations and Customization

Some reproductions offer variations such as different finishes, barrel lengths, and
engraving options. Collectors may also find customized models that replicate specific
historical pieces or include modern enhancements for improved handling and safety.

Performance and Practical Uses

The 1855 Colt revolving carbine reproduction provides a unique shooting experience that
combines historical authenticity with practical functionality. This section explores its
performance characteristics and potential applications.

Shooting Experience

Reproductions deliver a shooting experience similar to the original carbines, with the
distinctive revolving cylinder action. The recoil is moderate, and the balance of the firearm



allows for relatively accurate shooting at medium ranges. The capability to fire multiple
rounds before reloading provides a tactical advantage in various shooting scenarios.

Applications

These reproductions are popular among historical reenactors, collectors, and firearms
enthusiasts interested in mid-19th century weaponry. They are also used in black powder
shooting competitions and educational demonstrations. Their design makes them suitable
for hunting small to medium game when legal and appropriate.

Limitations

Despite their appeal, the revolving carbine design has inherent limitations, such as the
potential for cylinder gap gas leakage, which can reduce muzzle velocity and accuracy.
Additionally, care must be taken to avoid chain fire incidents, a risk associated with
revolving firearms firing black powder cartridges.

Maintenance and Care

Proper maintenance is essential to preserve the functionality and appearance of 1855 Colt
revolving carbine reproductions. This section outlines recommended care practices to
ensure longevity and safe operation.

Cleaning Procedures

After each use, thorough cleaning of the barrel, cylinder, and action is necessary to
remove black powder residue and prevent corrosion. Using appropriate solvents and
lubricants designed for black powder firearms is critical. Special attention should be given
to the cylinder gap and the cylinder chambers.

Inspection and Repairs

Regular inspection of mechanical components, including the cylinder rotation mechanism
and trigger assembly, helps identify wear or damage early. Any repairs or adjustments
should be performed by qualified gunsmiths familiar with historical firearm reproductions
to avoid compromising the firearm’s integrity.



Storage Recommendations

Storing the firearm in a cool, dry environment with protective coverings prevents rust and
damage. It is advisable to keep the firearm unloaded and secured in compliance with
safety regulations to avoid accidents.

Legal Considerations

Ownership and use of 1855 Colt revolving carbine reproductions are subject to federal,
state, and local firearms laws. Understanding these legal parameters is crucial for
responsible ownership.

Classification and Regulations

Depending on the jurisdiction, these reproductions may be classified as antique firearms
or modern firearms. In many cases, black powder replica firearms fall under different
regulations than conventional firearms, potentially easing ownership requirements.
However, variations exist, so verification with local authorities is essential.

Purchasing Requirements

Purchasing a reproduction often involves background checks and compliance with age
restrictions similar to other firearms. Some states may require permits or registrations,
while others may have exemptions for black powder firearms.

Transport and Usage Restrictions

Owners must adhere to laws regarding the transport and use of these firearms, especially
in public areas. Usage may be limited to private property, shooting ranges, or sanctioned
events, and it is important to respect all applicable safety and legal guidelines.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 1855 Colt Revolving Carbine reproduction?

The 1855 Colt Revolving Carbine reproduction is a modern replica of the original Colt
revolving carbine designed in 1855, known for its unique rotating cylinder mechanism and
historical significance.

Who manufactures the 1855 Colt Revolving Carbine
reproduction?

Several manufacturers produce reproductions of the 1855 Colt Revolving Carbine,
including Pietta and Uberti, which specialize in high-quality black powder firearm replicas.

Is the 1855 Colt Revolving Carbine reproduction
suitable for black powder shooting?

Yes, the reproduction is designed specifically for black powder shooting, allowing
enthusiasts to experience historical firearm operation with modern materials and
craftsmanship.

What caliber is the 1855 Colt Revolving Carbine
reproduction chambered in?

Most 1855 Colt Revolving Carbine reproductions are chambered in .44 caliber, similar to
the original models used during the mid-19th century.

How accurate is the 1855 Colt Revolving Carbine
reproduction compared to the original?

The reproduction closely mimics the original in terms of design, weight, and function,
though some minor modern adjustments may be present to enhance safety and reliability.

Can the 1855 Colt Revolving Carbine reproduction be
used for historical reenactments?

Yes, it is commonly used in Civil War reenactments and other historical events due to its
authentic appearance and period-correct operation.



What are the safety considerations when using an 1855
Colt Revolving Carbine reproduction?

Users should follow all black powder firearm safety guidelines, including proper loading
techniques, using recommended powder charges, and ensuring the firearm is well-
maintained to prevent chain fires associated with revolving cylinders.

Where can I purchase an 1855 Colt Revolving Carbine
reproduction?

These reproductions can be purchased through specialized firearms dealers, online
retailers, and at gun shows, often requiring compliance with local firearm laws and
regulations.

What is the typical price range for an 1855 Colt
Revolving Carbine reproduction?

Prices generally range from $800 to $1,500 depending on the manufacturer, model
details, and included accessories.

Does the 1855 Colt Revolving Carbine reproduction
come with any warranties?

Most reputable manufacturers offer limited warranties on their reproductions, covering
defects in materials and workmanship, but specifics vary by brand and retailer.

Additional Resources

1. Reproducing the 1855 Colt Revolving Carbine: A Comprehensive Guide

This book serves as an essential resource for gunsmiths and enthusiasts interested in the
detailed process of reproducing the 1855 Colt revolving carbine. It covers historical
context, mechanical design, and step-by-step instructions for crafting an accurate
reproduction. Readers will find valuable tips on sourcing materials and achieving period-
accurate finishes.

2. The Art and History of the 1855 Colt Revolving Carbine

Delving into the rich history of the 1855 Colt revolving carbine, this volume explores its
development, use in the mid-19th century, and its impact on firearm technology. The book
includes numerous illustrations and photographs of original pieces and reproductions,
providing insights into design evolution and manufacturing techniques.

3. Replica Firearms: Techniques for Authentic 19th Century Revolvers

Focused on the broader category of replica firearms, this book highlights various 19th-
century revolvers with a dedicated chapter on the 1855 Colt revolving carbine. It
discusses modern manufacturing methods, challenges in reproduction, and how to
maintain historical accuracy while ensuring functionality in replicas.



4. 1855 Colt Revolving Carbine Blueprints and Technical Drawings

A valuable reference book featuring detailed blueprints and technical drawings of the
1855 Colt revolving carbine. Ideal for hobbyists and professional gunsmiths, it provides
precise measurements and mechanical schematics needed to build a faithful reproduction
from scratch.

5. Historically Accurate Finishing Techniques for Reproduced Colts

This specialized guide focuses on the finishing processes used to bring reproduced Colts,
including the 1855 revolving carbine, to life. It covers bluing, engraving, wood finishing,
and aging techniques that replicate the authentic look and feel of historical firearms.

6. Collecting and Restoring the 1855 Colt Revolving Carbine

A must-have for collectors and restorers, this book discusses how to identify genuine 1855
Colts, evaluate their condition, and undertake careful restoration. It also touches on the
value and market trends for both originals and high-quality reproductions.

7. Historical Firearms Reproduction: Challenges and Solutions

This book examines the technical and legal challenges faced when reproducing historical
firearms such as the 1855 Colt revolving carbine. It offers practical solutions for
overcoming manufacturing hurdles and complying with modern firearm regulations.

8. The 1855 Colt Revolving Carbine in American Military History

Exploring the role of the 1855 Colt revolving carbine in various American military
conflicts, this book provides context for its design and deployment. It also discusses how
reproductions can serve educational and reenactment purposes.

9. DIY Gunsmithing: Building Your Own 1855 Colt Revolving Carbine Reproduction

A hands-on manual designed for enthusiasts looking to build their own 1855 Colt revolving
carbine reproduction. The book breaks down complex gunsmithing techniques into
manageable steps, supported by clear diagrams and safety guidelines to ensure a
successful project.
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