
1917 movie questions and answers
1917 movie questions and answers provide an insightful exploration into Sam Mendes’
critically acclaimed World War I film, 1917. This article delves into the narrative, characters,
production techniques, and historical context of the movie. By addressing frequently asked
inquiries, it aims to clarify plot points, directorial choices, and the film’s unique continuous-
shot style. Viewers looking to deepen their understanding of the movie’s themes and
cinematic achievements will find this comprehensive guide valuable. The analysis also
covers the film’s reception and key symbolic elements. Below is a detailed table of contents
outlining the main topics covered in the article.
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Plot and Storyline Questions

The plot of 1917 is centered around two British soldiers tasked with delivering a critical
message that could save thousands of lives. This section addresses common questions
related to the storyline, including the mission's urgency, key events, and narrative
structure.

What is the main mission in the movie 1917?

The primary mission in 1917 involves two young British soldiers, Lance Corporals Schofield
and Blake, who must cross enemy lines to deliver a message. This message warns of a
German ambush intended to trap and annihilate a battalion of 1,600 men, including Blake’s
brother. The urgency of their mission drives the film’s tension and pace.

How is the story told throughout the movie?

The story is uniquely told as a continuous real-time journey, creating the illusion of a single,



uninterrupted shot. The narrative unfolds as the soldiers face various obstacles and
dangers, emphasizing the immediacy and peril of their task. This approach immerses
viewers in the intense and suspenseful atmosphere of the battlefield.

What are the key challenges faced by the protagonists?

Throughout their mission, Schofield and Blake encounter numerous challenges, including
navigating hostile terrain, avoiding enemy soldiers, and coping with physical exhaustion.
The film highlights the psychological and physical toll of war while portraying moments of
camaraderie and bravery.

Characters and Cast Insights

Understanding the characters and the actors who portray them enriches the viewing
experience of 1917. This section answers questions about the film’s protagonists,
supporting roles, and casting choices.

Who are the main characters in 1917?

The two main characters are Lance Corporal William Schofield and Lance Corporal Tom
Blake. Schofield, portrayed by George MacKay, is the more experienced soldier, tasked with
leading the mission. Blake, played by Dean-Charles Chapman, is younger and motivated by
personal stakes, as his brother is in the endangered battalion.

Which actors play supporting roles in the film?

Supporting characters include Colonel Mackenzie, portrayed by Benedict Cumberbatch, who
provides the mission briefing. Other notable roles include Captain Smith, played by Richard
Madden, and General Erinmore, portrayed by Colin Firth. These characters help to
contextualize the mission and the larger war effort.

Are the characters based on real people?

While the characters themselves are fictional, their experiences are inspired by real events
and stories from World War I. Sam Mendes drew inspiration from accounts told by his
grandfather, who served in the war, to create authentic and relatable characters.



Filmmaking Techniques and Cinematography

1917 is renowned for its innovative filmmaking techniques, especially its presentation as a
continuous single shot. This section addresses questions about the production methods and
the film’s visual style.

How was the continuous shot effect achieved?

The film was shot to appear as one continuous take, though it actually consists of several
long takes cleverly stitched together using digital effects. The cinematographer Roger
Deakins employed Steadicam and custom rigs to follow the actors through intricate sets
and outdoor locations seamlessly.

What camera equipment was used in 1917?

The production utilized ARRI ALEXA Mini LF cameras paired with large-format lenses. This
setup allowed for high-resolution images with a shallow depth of field, contributing to the
immersive and realistic visual experience.

Why did the director choose this filming style?

The continuous shot technique was chosen to immerse the audience in the immediacy of
the soldiers’ journey, creating a visceral and intense atmosphere. It also emphasizes the
unbroken passage of time and heightens the suspense, making viewers feel as if they are
alongside the protagonists.

Historical Accuracy and Context

As a war film, 1917 raises questions about its fidelity to historical facts and the depiction of
World War I. This section explores the accuracy of the events, settings, and military details
represented in the movie.

Is 1917 based on a true story?

While the film is a work of fiction, it is inspired by true stories and events from World War I.
The mission itself is fictional, but the film strives to realistically portray the atmosphere,
challenges, and hardships of the war.



How accurate is the depiction of trench warfare?

The movie’s depiction of trench warfare and battlefield conditions is highly detailed and
authentic, showcasing the mud, destruction, and claustrophobic environment soldiers
endured. The filmmakers consulted historians and veterans to ensure accuracy in uniforms,
weapons, and military procedures.

What historical events are referenced in the movie?

1917 is set during the Spring Offensive of 1917, a major German attack on the Western
Front. The film references the strategic retreats and the communication challenges faced
by Allied forces during this period, providing a historically grounded backdrop.

Thematic Elements and Symbolism

1917 contains rich thematic content and symbolic imagery that deepen its narrative
impact. This section answers questions about the film’s underlying messages and artistic
choices.

What are the central themes of 1917?

The film explores themes of sacrifice, duty, and the futility of war. It highlights the
resilience of the human spirit amidst chaos and the importance of perseverance. The
narrative also reflects on brotherhood and the personal costs of conflict.

How is the motif of time used in the movie?

Time plays a critical role in 1917, emphasized by the real-time storytelling and the race
against the clock to deliver the message. The passage of time is depicted as relentless and
unforgiving, underscoring the urgency and stakes of the mission.

What symbolic elements appear throughout the film?

Several symbolic elements recur, such as the use of light and darkness to represent hope
and despair. The journey itself symbolizes a passage through chaos toward salvation.
Additionally, the desolate landscapes and ruined buildings serve as metaphors for the
devastation of war.



Reception and Awards

The critical and commercial response to 1917 has been overwhelmingly positive, with
numerous awards recognizing its achievements. This section covers questions about the
movie’s reception and accolades.

How was 1917 received by critics and audiences?

The film received widespread critical acclaim for its technical innovation, storytelling, and
emotional impact. Audiences praised its immersive experience and compelling
performances. It was also a box office success globally.

Which major awards did 1917 win?

1917 won several prestigious awards, including:

Academy Awards for Best Cinematography and Best Visual Effects

Golden Globe Award for Best Motion Picture – Drama

BAFTA Awards for Outstanding British Film and Best Cinematography

What impact did 1917 have on war films?

1917 set a new standard for war films, demonstrating how innovative cinematography and
storytelling techniques can create a powerful and immersive experience. Its success has
influenced filmmakers to explore more creative approaches to depicting historical events.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of the movie 1917?
The movie 1917 follows two British soldiers, Schofield and Blake, who are given a mission to
deliver a message that will stop a doomed offensive attack during World War I.



Who directed the movie 1917?
1917 was directed by Sam Mendes.

What is unique about the filming style of 1917?
1917 is notable for its continuous-shot filming style, designed to appear as one single,
unbroken take throughout the entire movie.

Are the characters in 1917 based on real people?
While the characters are fictional, the story was inspired by a real mission told to director
Sam Mendes by his grandfather, who served in World War I.

What challenges do the soldiers face in the movie
1917?
The soldiers face numerous challenges including navigating dangerous terrain, avoiding
enemy soldiers, and racing against time to deliver their message.

Did 1917 win any major awards?
Yes, 1917 won several major awards including three Academy Awards for Best
Cinematography, Best Visual Effects, and Best Sound Mixing.

What themes are explored in the movie 1917?
The movie explores themes of courage, sacrifice, the horrors of war, and the importance of
duty and brotherhood.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding 1917: A Comprehensive Guide to the Film
This book offers an in-depth exploration of the 1917 movie, providing detailed answers to
common questions about its plot, characters, and production. It delves into the historical
context of World War I as depicted in the film and explains the director's unique continuous-
shot technique. Readers will find insightful analyses of key scenes and the film’s cinematic
achievements.

2. The Making of 1917: Behind the Scenes
Explore the fascinating behind-the-scenes process of creating the 1917 movie. This book
includes interviews with the cast and crew, detailed explanations of the filming techniques,
and answers to frequently asked questions about the challenges faced during production. It
is an essential read for fans interested in the technical and creative efforts behind the film.

3. 1917 Movie FAQs: Everything You Need to Know
A handy reference for anyone curious about the 1917 movie, this book compiles frequently
asked questions and provides clear, concise answers. Topics include plot clarifications,



character motivations, historical accuracy, and the director’s vision. It’s perfect for casual
viewers and film students alike.

4. Historical Accuracy in 1917: Fact vs. Fiction
This book examines the real events of World War I alongside their portrayal in the 1917
movie. It addresses common questions about what the film got right and where it took
creative liberties. Readers interested in history and cinema will appreciate the detailed
comparisons and expert commentary.

5. The Art of Cinematography in 1917
Focusing on the visual style of the 1917 movie, this book answers questions about the
film’s innovative continuous-shot effect and lighting techniques. It explores how
cinematographer Roger Deakins created an immersive experience that brings the audience
into the trenches. The book includes technical breakdowns and storyboards for key scenes.

6. Character Analysis and Themes in 1917
Dive deep into the characters of the 1917 movie and the themes they represent. This book
answers questions about character development, symbolism, and the emotional impact of
the story. It also discusses themes such as heroism, sacrifice, and the horrors of war.

7. Director Sam Mendes and the Vision Behind 1917
Learn about Sam Mendes’ inspiration and creative process in making the 1917 film. This
book provides answers to questions about his directing style, storytelling choices, and how
he achieved the film’s distinctive continuous-shot appearance. It also includes insights from
interviews and production notes.

8. 1917 Sound Design and Score: Enhancing the War Experience
This book explores the role of sound and music in the 1917 movie, answering questions
about the score’s composition and the use of sound effects to enhance realism. It details
composer Thomas Newman’s approach and how audio elements contribute to the film’s
tension and atmosphere.

9. 1917: Viewer’s Companion and Discussion Guide
Designed for book clubs and classroom discussions, this guide provides a series of
questions and answers to facilitate deeper understanding of the 1917 movie. It encourages
critical thinking about the film’s narrative, historical context, and filmmaking techniques.
The companion includes background information, discussion prompts, and suggested
further reading.
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