1936 plymouth business coupe

1936 plymouth business coupe represents a significant chapter in the history
of American automobiles, blending classic design with practical performance.
This vintage vehicle is renowned for its robust construction, stylish
aesthetics, and the reliable engineering that Plymouth was known for during
the mid-1930s. The 1936 Plymouth Business Coupe model holds a special place
among collectors and automotive enthusiasts due to its unique features,
historical context, and its role in the evolution of coupe designs. This
article delves into the detailed specifications, design highlights,
performance aspects, and the cultural significance of the 1936 Plymouth
Business Coupe. Additionally, maintenance tips and restoration considerations
for this classic car will be discussed to provide comprehensive knowledge for
both experts and enthusiasts alike.
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Historical Background of the 1936 Plymouth
Business Coupe

The 1936 Plymouth Business Coupe emerged during an era marked by innovation
and the gradual recovery from the Great Depression. Plymouth, a division of
Chrysler Corporation, aimed to produce affordable yet reliable automobiles
that catered to business professionals and everyday drivers. The Business
Coupe was one of several body styles offered, designed specifically for
practicality and ease of use in urban and suburban environments.

This model year reflected Plymouth’s commitment to combining economy with
style, resulting in a vehicle that balanced affordability and quality. The
1936 edition was part of Plymouth's third generation, featuring advancements
that distinguished it from earlier models. Understanding the historical
context helps appreciate the evolutionary step the Business Coupe represented
in automotive design and consumer preferences of the 1930s.



Market Position and Competitors

The 1936 Plymouth Business Coupe was positioned to compete with other mid-
priced automobiles such as Ford’s V8 models and Chevrolet coupes. Plymouth
sought to attract buyers looking for dependable transportation with a touch
of sophistication. By offering a coupe with a business-focused design,
Plymouth capitalized on a niche market of professionals needing a compact yet
respectable vehicle.

Production Numbers and Availability

During 1936, Plymouth produced a considerable number of Business Coupes,
contributing to its relatively widespread presence in the used car market
today. While exact production figures vary, this model was popular enough to
secure Plymouth’s standing in the automotive industry during that period. Its
availability has made it a favored choice for classic car collectors and
restoration projects.

Design and Styling Features

The 1936 Plymouth Business Coupe featured a design that combined elegance
with functional form. Its streamlined body reflected the Art Deco influences
common in the 1930s, characterized by smooth curves and a balanced
silhouette. The coupe’s compact size and two-door configuration made it
suitable for business use and urban driving.

Exterior Styling

The exterior of the 1936 Plymouth Business Coupe was marked by a distinctive
grille design, rounded fenders, and integrated headlights that contributed to
its aesthetic appeal. The vehicle’s paint options ranged from classic solid
colors to subtle two-tone schemes, allowing owners to personalize their cars
while maintaining a professional appearance.

e Streamlined fender design for improved aerodynamics
e Chrome accents on grille and bumpers
e Suicide doors for ease of access

e Steel wheels with hubcaps typical of the era



Chassis and Body Construction

The business coupe utilized a sturdy steel frame coupled with an all-steel
body, which was an advancement from earlier wood-framed vehicles. This
construction enhanced durability and safety, making the 1936 Plymouth
Business Coupe not only stylish but also practical for daily use. The
vehicle’s curb weight balanced performance and fuel efficiency for the time.

Mechanical Specifications and Performance

The 1936 Plymouth Business Coupe was equipped with mechanical components that
reflected the engineering standards of the mid-1930s, focusing on reliability
and ease of maintenance. The powertrain and suspension systems were designed
to deliver a smooth driving experience suitable for both city streets and
longer journeys.

Engine and Transmission

This model typically came with a Chrysler inline six-cylinder engine,
offering a balance of power and fuel economy. The engine displacement was
around 201 cubic inches, producing approximately 82 horsepower. This output
was sufficient for the coupe’s weight and intended use.

The transmission was a 3-speed manual, allowing drivers to control the
vehicle effectively while keeping mechanical complexity and repair costs low.
The manual gearbox was standard for many vehicles of this era, emphasizing
driver engagement and simplicity.

Suspension and Braking Systems

The suspension system featured a solid front axle with leaf springs,
providing durability and a comfortable ride on uneven roads. The rear
suspension also utilized leaf springs, supporting the vehicle’s load capacity
and stability.

Braking was handled by mechanical drum brakes on all four wheels. Although
less effective than modern hydraulic systems, these brakes were standard and
adequate for the performance levels of the 1936 Plymouth Business Coupe.

Interior and Comfort Aspects

Inside the 1936 Plymouth Business Coupe, the design emphasized simplicity and
functionality, catering to business users who required a comfortable yet
efficient workspace on the move. Despite its compact size, the interior was
arranged to maximize space and usability.



Seating and Upholstery

The coupe featured seating for two passengers, with bucket-style seats
upholstered in durable materials such as leatherette or cloth. The upholstery
options reflected the period’s style while ensuring longevity and comfort
during daily driving or business errands.

Dashboard and Instrumentation

The dashboard layout was straightforward, featuring essential gauges such as
a speedometer, fuel gauge, and oil pressure indicator. Controls were
ergonomically placed to facilitate easy operation. The simplicity of the
interior contributed to the vehicle’s reputation for reliability and ease of
use.

Popularity and Cultural Impact

The 1936 Plymouth Business Coupe holds a notable position in American
automotive history, symbolizing the transition to more affordable and
practical vehicles during the 1930s. It appealed to a broad segment of the
population, including small business owners and professionals, due to its
blend of style, economy, and dependability.

Collector’s Appeal

Today, the 1936 Plymouth Business Coupe is highly regarded among classic car
collectors and restorers. Its historical significance and iconic design make
it a cherished model at vintage car shows and auctions. The coupe’s
relatively simple mechanics also attract hobbyists interested in preservation
and restoration.

Representation in Media and Culture

The 1936 Plymouth Business Coupe has appeared in various films and media
depicting the 1930s era, often used to evoke the period’s atmosphere. Its
classic lines and recognizable appearance contribute to its enduring legacy
in American cultural history.

Restoration and Maintenance Tips

Restoring or maintaining a 1936 Plymouth Business Coupe requires specialized
knowledge due to the vehicle’s age and unique mechanical components. Proper
care ensures the longevity and operational safety of this classic automobile.



Common Restoration Challenges

Restorers often face difficulties sourcing original parts, as many components
are no longer in production. Attention must be given to the bodywork,
particularly rust repair, and the mechanical systems such as the engine and
braking components.

Locating authentic or reproduction parts

Addressing rust and corrosion on steel body panels

Rebuilding the inline six-cylinder engine

Upgrading electrical wiring while maintaining originality

Maintenance Best Practices

Routine maintenance for the 1936 Plymouth Business Coupe includes regular oil
changes, inspection of mechanical brakes, and lubrication of suspension
components. It is advisable to store the vehicle in a climate-controlled
environment to prevent deterioration and to use fuel stabilizers if the car
is not driven frequently.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key features of the 1936 Plymouth
Business Coupe?

The 1936 Plymouth Business Coupe features a stylish two-door body, a 6-
cylinder engine, and a focus on durability and practicality, making it
popular among business owners and professionals of the era.

How powerful is the engine of the 1936 Plymouth
Business Coupe?

The 1936 Plymouth Business Coupe is equipped with a 3.6-liter inline 6-
cylinder engine that produces around 82 horsepower, providing reliable
performance for its time.

What makes the 1936 Plymouth Business Coupe a



classic car today?

Its classic design, historical significance as an affordable and reliable
vehicle during the Great Depression, and its well-preserved examples make the
1936 Plymouth Business Coupe a sought-after classic car today.

How much 1s a 1936 Plymouth Business Coupe worth in
today’s market?

The value of a 1936 Plymouth Business Coupe varies depending on condition and
originality, but well-maintained models typically range from $20,000 to
$40,000 among collectors.

What kind of maintenance does a 1936 Plymouth
Business Coupe require?

Maintenance for a 1936 Plymouth Business Coupe includes regular engine tune-
ups, lubrication of mechanical components, checking the carburetor and fuel
system, as well as maintaining the brakes and electrical system to keep it
running smoothly.

Where can I find parts for restoring a 1936 Plymouth
Business Coupe?

Parts for the 1936 Plymouth Business Coupe can be found through classic car
restoration suppliers, online marketplaces, vintage car clubs, and
specialized Plymouth or Mopar parts dealers.

Additional Resources

1. The Classic Charm of the 1936 Plymouth Business Coupe

This book delves into the design and engineering marvels of the 1936 Plymouth
Business Coupe. It explores the vehicle's unique features that set it apart
in the pre-war automobile market. With detailed photographs and historical
context, readers gain an appreciation for this iconic classic car.

2. Restoring the 1936 Plymouth Business Coupe: A Step-by-Step Guide

A comprehensive manual for classic car enthusiasts looking to restore a 1936
Plymouth Business Coupe. This guide covers everything from sourcing original
parts to bodywork and engine tuning. It's filled with practical tips,
detailed diagrams, and restoration case studies to ensure a successful
project.

3. American Automobiles of the 1930s: Spotlight on the Plymouth Business
Coupe

This book provides an overview of the automotive industry during the 1930s,
with a special focus on the Plymouth Business Coupe. It discusses the social



and economic factors influencing car design and production in the era. The
book also compares the Plymouth to its contemporaries, highlighting its
significance.

4. The History and Legacy of Plymouth Business Coupes

Exploring the evolution of the Plymouth Business Coupe, this book traces its
origins and impact on the automotive world. It includes stories from owners

and collectors, as well as technical specifications of various model years.

The narrative celebrates the coupe’s role in American car culture.

5. Driving Through Time: The Experience of the 1936 Plymouth Business Coupe
Readers are taken on a journey behind the wheel of the 1936 Plymouth Business
Coupe, capturing the driving experience of the era. The book includes
personal anecdotes, performance reviews, and comparisons to modern vehicles.
It offers insight into the craftsmanship and driving dynamics of this classic
car.

6. Collecting Classic Cars: The 1936 Plymouth Business Coupe Edition

This edition focuses on the collector’s market for the 1936 Plymouth Business
Coupe. It provides advice on valuation, maintenance, and investment
potential. Featuring interviews with collectors and experts, the book is a
valuable resource for anyone interested in classic car collecting.

7. Customization and Modification of the 1936 Plymouth Business Coupe

For enthusiasts interested in customizing their classic Plymouth, this book
explores popular modifications and upgrades. It covers topics such as engine
swaps, suspension improvements, and interior restoration while respecting the
car’s original character. The book balances tradition with innovation for
custom builders.

8. The 1936 Plymouth Business Coupe in Popular Culture

Examining the representation of the 1936 Plymouth Business Coupe in films,
advertisements, and literature, this book highlights its cultural
significance. It explores how the coupe became a symbol of style and
practicality during the 1930s. Readers will discover the car’s appearances in
media and its lasting influence.

9. Engineering the 1936 Plymouth Business Coupe: Innovations and Techniques
This technical book analyzes the engineering breakthroughs and manufacturing
techniques used in the creation of the 1936 Plymouth Business Coupe. Detailed
diagrams and engineering notes provide insight into the vehicle’'s mechanical
design. Ideal for automotive engineers and historians alike, it reveals what
made this coupe a standout model of its time.
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