1937 chevy business coupe

1937 chevy business coupe is a classic American automobile that reflects the innovative design and
engineering excellence of the late 1930s. Known for its sleek body lines, robust performance, and
practical utility, the 1937 Chevrolet Business Coupe remains a highly sought-after model among
vintage car enthusiasts and collectors. This vehicle represented an important evolution in Chevrolet’s
lineup, combining style with functionality for business owners and everyday drivers alike. With its
distinctive styling cues, reliable engine options, and versatile interior, the 1937 Chevy Business Coupe
captures the essence of pre-war automotive craftsmanship. This article delves into the history, design,
mechanical features, and restoration aspects of this iconic coupe, providing a comprehensive overview
for those interested in classic cars. Below is a detailed table of contents outlining the key areas

covered in this exploration of the 1937 Chevy Business Coupe.
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Historical Context and Significance

The 1937 Chevy Business Coupe was introduced during a period of recovery and innovation in the



American automotive industry. Chevrolet, a division of General Motors, sought to offer a vehicle that
balanced affordability with modern styling and dependable performance. The business coupe variant
was particularly designed to appeal to small business owners who needed a practical yet stylish
vehicle for daily operations. This model year marked a shift towards more streamlined designs and

improved mechanical reliability, establishing Chevrolet as a leader in the mid-priced car market.

Chevrolet in the 1930s

During the 1930s, Chevrolet was competing fiercely with Ford and other manufacturers to capture a
growing market of middle-class Americans. The decade saw significant advancements in automotive
technology and design. The 1937 Chevy Business Coupe was one of several models that showcased
Chevrolet’s commitment to innovation, featuring new body styles, improved suspension, and enhanced

engines that delivered better performance and fuel economy.

Role of the Business Coupe

The business coupe was designed with utility in mind, offering a two-door configuration that maximized
cargo space behind the front seats. This made it ideal for business owners, salesmen, and
professionals who required a vehicle capable of carrying goods or equipment without sacrificing style
or comfort. Its popularity stemmed from its versatility and Chevrolet’s reputation for producing reliable,

easy-to-maintain cars.

Design and Styling Features

The design of the 1937 Chevy Business Coupe reflected the Art Deco and Streamline Moderne

influences prevalent in the automotive industry during the late 1930s. Chevrolet’s designers



emphasized smooth curves, aerodynamic contours, and a bold front grille that set the Business Coupe
apart from competitors. The body was built on a sturdy steel frame, ensuring durability and safety for

its occupants.

Exterior Characteristics

The exterior styling of the 1937 Chevy Business Coupe featured several distinctive elements, including
a prominent V-shaped grille, integrated headlights, and sweeping fenders that extended seamlessly
into the running boards. The coupe’s roofline was elegantly curved, contributing to its aerodynamic
profile. Available in a range of factory paint colors, the vehicle allowed owners to express personal

style while maintaining a professional appearance.

Body and Chassis Construction

Featuring a body-on-frame construction typical of the era, the 1937 Chevy Business Coupe’s chassis
was engineered for strength and stability. The wheelbase measured approximately 113 inches,
providing a balanced ride and adequate interior space. The coupe’s compact yet roomy body made it

maneuverable in urban settings while still offering sufficient cargo capacity for business purposes.

Engine and Mechanical Specifications

The mechanical underpinnings of the 1937 Chevy Business Coupe were designed to provide reliable
performance and efficient operation. Chevrolet offered several engine options to suit different customer
needs, all known for their durability and ease of maintenance. The vehicle’s suspension, brakes, and
transmission systems were also upgraded compared to previous years, enhancing driving comfort and

safety.



Engine Options

The standard engine for the 1937 Chevy Business Coupe was a 216 cubic inch (3.5L) inline six-
cylinder engine, commonly referred to as the “Stovebolt Six.” This engine produced approximately 85
horsepower, delivering sufficient power for both city driving and longer trips. Some models were
equipped with optional upgrades, including improved carburetion and ignition systems, to enhance

performance.

Transmission and Drivetrain

The coupe was typically outfitted with a three-speed manual transmission, providing smooth gear
transitions and good control over the vehicle’s power delivery. Rear-wheel drive was standard,
contributing to solid handling and traction. The suspension system utilized independent front springs

and a solid rear axle with leaf springs, balancing ride comfort with stability.

Interior and Comfort

The 1937 Chevy Business Coupe’s interior was designed to blend functionality with a degree of
comfort that was notable for its class and time. Although primarily a utility vehicle, the cabin
incorporated quality materials and thoughtful features to ensure a pleasant driving experience.
Chevrolet paid attention to ergonomics and visibility, making the coupe suitable for extended use by

business professionals.

Seating and Space

The business coupe configuration featured seating for two passengers, with a single bench seat



upholstered in durable fabric or optional leather. Behind the seat was a large cargo area, accessible by
folding the seat forward, allowing for transportation of goods or tools. The compact yet efficient layout

maximized usable space without compromising occupant comfort.

Dashboard and Instrumentation

The dashboard of the 1937 Chevy Business Coupe was straightforward and functional, featuring
essential gauges such as speedometer, fuel level, oil pressure, and ammeter. Controls were logically
arranged for ease of use, while attention to detail in finishes and trim elevated the overall cabin

ambiance. Optional accessories included a heater and radio, enhancing occupant convenience.

Restoration and Collectibility

The 1937 Chevy Business Coupe remains a highly prized model among classic car restorers and
collectors due to its historical significance and timeless design. Restoring this vehicle often involves
sourcing original or reproduction parts, addressing mechanical wear, and preserving or replicating the
authentic interior and exterior finishes. Enthusiasts value its balance of classic aesthetics and practical

engineering.

Restoration Considerations

Restoring a 1937 Chevy Business Coupe requires attention to detail and knowledge of period-correct

components. Common restoration tasks include:

» Engine rebuilding or replacement with original specifications



Bodywork repair and rust treatment

Reupholstering interior seats and panels

Restoring or replacing trim and chrome elements

Updating electrical systems while maintaining originality

Collectibility and Market Value

As a classic American coupe, the 1937 Chevy Business Coupe commands respect among collectors
for its rarity and historical value. Well-restored examples can fetch significant prices at auctions and
classic car events. Its appeal lies not only in its vintage charm but also in Chevrolet’s reputation for

producing reliable and stylish vehicles during the pre-war era.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key features of the 1937 Chevy Business Coupe?

The 1937 Chevy Business Coupe features a sleek two-door design, a spacious interior for its time, and
was powered by a 216.5 cubic inch inline-six engine producing around 85 horsepower. It was known

for its durability and classic styling.

How much is a 1937 Chevy Business Coupe worth today?

The value of a 1937 Chevy Business Coupe varies depending on its condition, originality, and
restoration quality. Generally, prices range from $20,000 for a project car to over $50,000 for a fully

restored, showroom-quality vehicle.



What engine did the 1937 Chevy Business Coupe come with?

The 1937 Chevy Business Coupe originally came with a 216.5 cubic inch inline-six engine that

produced approximately 85 horsepower, providing reliable performance for its era.

Is the 1937 Chevy Business Coupe a good candidate for restoration?

Yes, the 1937 Chevy Business Coupe is a popular choice for classic car restoration due to its iconic
design, availability of parts, and historical significance. Enthusiasts often restore these vehicles to

showcase vintage automotive craftsmanship.

What makes the 1937 Chevy Business Coupe different from other

1930s coupes?

The 1937 Chevy Business Coupe stands out due to its distinctive Art Deco styling, improved
aerodynamics, and Chevrolet's reputation for affordability and reliability. It was designed as a practical
yet stylish vehicle for business professionals, differentiating it from more luxury or sporty coupes of the

era.

Additional Resources

1. Classic Chevy: The 1937 Business Coupe

This book offers an in-depth look into the design, engineering, and cultural significance of the 1937
Chevy Business Coupe. It includes historical context, detailed photographs, and restoration tips.
Enthusiasts will appreciate the technical specifications and period-correct accessories highlighted

throughout.

2. Restoring the 1937 Chevy Business Coupe: A Step-by-Step Guide
A comprehensive restoration manual tailored specifically for the 1937 Chevy Business Coupe. This
guide covers everything from bodywork and paint to engine rebuilding and interior refurbishment. It is

ideal for both amateur and experienced restorers seeking authentic results.



3. The History of Chevrolet Business Coupes: 1930s Edition
Explore the evolution of Chevrolet Business Coupes during the 1930s, with a special focus on the
1937 model. The book examines design trends, manufacturing changes, and the coupe's role in

American automotive history. Rare archival images and advertisements provide additional context.

4. Customizing Your 1937 Chevy Business Coupe
This title delves into the world of customization, showcasing popular modifications and upgrades for
the 1937 Chevy Business Coupe. From engine swaps to custom paint jobs, the book features inspiring

projects and expert advice. It’s perfect for enthusiasts looking to personalize their classic car.

5. Chevy Business Coupes: Collecting and Valuing the 1937 Model
A valuable resource for collectors interested in the 1937 Chevy Business Coupe. The book discusses
market trends, valuation techniques, and tips for identifying authentic parts. It also includes interviews

with seasoned collectors and appraisers.

6. The 1937 Chevy Business Coupe in Popular Culture
Discover how the 1937 Chevy Business Coupe has been portrayed in films, television, and literature.
This book explores its iconic status and appearances in classic car shows and vintage media. It

highlights the car’s influence on American nostalgia and automotive passion.

7. Under the Hood: Mechanical Insights into the 1937 Chevy Business Coupe
Focused on the mechanical components, this book breaks down the engine, transmission, suspension,
and electrical systems of the 1937 Chevy Business Coupe. It’s filled with diagrams, maintenance tips,

and troubleshooting guides. Mechanics and hobbyists will find it an indispensable technical reference.

8. Driving Through History: The 1937 Chevy Business Coupe Experience
This narrative-driven book captures the experience of owning and driving a 1937 Chevy Business
Coupe. It includes personal stories, road trip accounts, and the unique challenges of maintaining a

vintage vehicle. Readers gain a heartfelt perspective on the love for classic cars.

9. Chevrolet’s Golden Era: Spotlight on the 1937 Business Coupe



Highlighting the 1930s as a transformative period for Chevrolet, this book focuses on the 1937
Business Coupe as a symbol of innovation and style. It covers design philosophy, marketing
strategies, and competitive positioning in the automotive industry. Richly illustrated, it celebrates one of

Chevy’s most memorable models.
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