
1937 ford business coupe

1937 ford business coupe is a classic automobile that holds a significant
place in the history of American cars. Known for its distinctive design and
reliable performance, the 1937 Ford Business Coupe was a popular model among
drivers seeking both style and practicality during the late 1930s. This
vehicle combined Ford's engineering innovations with a sleek coupe body
style, making it a desirable choice for businesses and private owners alike.
The 1937 model year featured advancements in engine technology, improved
chassis design, and aesthetic enhancements that set it apart from earlier
versions. Enthusiasts and collectors today value the 1937 Ford Business Coupe
for its historical importance and its role in the evolution of the American
automotive industry. This article explores the design, mechanical features,
historical context, and restoration aspects of the 1937 Ford Business Coupe,
providing a comprehensive overview of this classic car.

Design and Styling

Engine and Performance

Historical Context and Popularity

Restoration and Collectability

Specifications and Features

Design and Styling

The design of the 1937 Ford Business Coupe reflects the automotive trends of
the late 1930s, characterized by smooth lines, rounded edges, and a focus on
aerodynamics. The coupe body style was specifically tailored for business
use, offering a two-door configuration with a spacious interior suitable for
carrying cargo or passengers comfortably. The exterior featured a prominent
front grille, integrated fenders, and a sloping roofline that contributed to
its streamlined appearance.

Exterior Features

The 1937 Ford Business Coupe boasted a bold front grille with horizontal
bars, flanked by round headlights mounted on the fenders. The hood
incorporated side louvers for engine cooling, and the rear included a trunk
designed for storage convenience. The car's paint options included a range of
classic colors, often in glossy finishes that highlighted its sleek contours.
Chrome accents on bumpers and trim added to the vehicle’s refined look.

Interior Design

Inside, the Business Coupe was designed for functionality and comfort. The
cabin featured durable upholstery, rubber floor mats for easy cleaning, and a
simple dashboard layout with essential gauges. Seating was arranged to



accommodate the driver and one passenger, with additional space behind the
seats for cargo or business materials. The emphasis was on practicality,
making it popular among small business owners and delivery drivers of the
era.

Engine and Performance

The 1937 Ford Business Coupe was powered by reliable engine options that
balanced performance with fuel efficiency. Ford’s flathead V8 engine was a
standout feature, providing adequate power for city and highway driving. This
engine was known for its simplicity, ease of maintenance, and durability,
making it a favored choice among drivers requiring dependable transportation.

Engine Specifications

The standard engine for the 1937 Ford Business Coupe was a 221 cubic inch
(3.6 L) flathead V8. This powerplant produced approximately 85 horsepower,
which was sufficient for the vehicle’s weight and intended use. The flathead
design allowed for a lower center of gravity and simpler construction
compared to overhead valve engines.

Transmission and Handling

The coupe featured a 3-speed manual transmission, which was typical for the
period. The transmission provided smooth gear shifts and contributed to the
car’s overall drivability. Suspension consisted of transverse leaf springs
and solid axles, delivering a comfortable ride on the rough roads of the
1930s. Steering was manual, with a relatively tight turning radius for easier
maneuverability in urban environments.

Historical Context and Popularity

The 1937 Ford Business Coupe emerged during a time of economic recovery in
the United States, following the Great Depression. Ford Motor Company aimed
to produce affordable, dependable vehicles that met the needs of businesses
and individuals alike. The Business Coupe was marketed as a versatile vehicle
suitable for commercial use, including delivery services and sales
representatives.

Market Position

This model competed directly with similar offerings from General Motors and
Chrysler, but Ford’s reputation for durability and affordability helped the
Business Coupe maintain strong sales. It was often favored by small business
owners because of its balance between passenger comfort and cargo capacity.

Legacy and Impact

The 1937 Ford Business Coupe contributed to the popularization of the coupe



body style in the commercial sector. Its legacy is reflected in its continued
presence in classic car shows and restoration projects, where it serves as a
symbol of 1930s automotive engineering and design philosophy.

Restoration and Collectability

Today, the 1937 Ford Business Coupe is a highly sought-after classic car
among collectors and restorers. Its historical significance and classic
styling make it a prized addition to vintage car collections. Restoration
efforts focus on preserving original features while upgrading mechanical
components for reliability and safety.

Common Restoration Challenges

Restorers often face challenges sourcing authentic parts due to the vehicle's
age. Maintaining the original flathead V8 engine and matching the factory
paint colors require specialized knowledge and skills. Additionally,
restoring the interior upholstery and trim to factory specifications is
crucial for authenticity.

Collectibility Factors

Several factors influence the collectability of the 1937 Ford Business Coupe:

Originality of parts and components

Condition of the body and paint

Functionality of the engine and transmission

Historical documentation and provenance

Rarity of specific models or editions

Specifications and Features

The 1937 Ford Business Coupe incorporated a range of specifications and
features that reflected its design goals of utility and style. These
technical details are essential for enthusiasts and historians to understand
the car’s capabilities and design philosophy.

Key Specifications

Engine: 221 cu in (3.6 L) flathead V8

Horsepower: Approximately 85 hp

Transmission: 3-speed manual



Wheelbase: 112 inches (2845 mm)

Brakes: Mechanical drum brakes on all wheels

Suspension: Transverse leaf springs with solid axles

Fuel System: Carbureted

Body Style: 2-door business coupe

Additional Features

The vehicle came equipped with basic instrumentation including a speedometer,
fuel gauge, and ammeter. Optional accessories included a radio and heater,
which were considered luxury items at the time. The 1937 Ford Business Coupe
balanced simplicity and functionality, reflecting Ford’s commitment to
producing practical vehicles for everyday use.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key features of the 1937 Ford Business
Coupe?

The 1937 Ford Business Coupe features a sleek, streamlined design with a
distinctive V-shaped grille, a 3.6L V8 engine, and a two-door body style
designed primarily for business use, offering a spacious interior with room
for cargo or passengers.

How powerful is the engine in the 1937 Ford Business
Coupe?

The 1937 Ford Business Coupe is equipped with a flathead V8 engine producing
around 85 horsepower, which was quite powerful for its time and provided
reliable performance for both city and highway driving.

What makes the 1937 Ford Business Coupe popular among
classic car collectors?

Its classic styling, historical significance as a pre-war vehicle, robust V8
engine, and relatively affordable maintenance make the 1937 Ford Business
Coupe a popular choice among classic car collectors and vintage car
enthusiasts.

How does the 1937 Ford Business Coupe differ from
other 1937 Ford models?

The Business Coupe is a two-door vehicle with a more utilitarian design
focused on business use, featuring a single bench seat and more cargo space,
unlike the Deluxe or Standard models which were more passenger-oriented with
additional luxury features.



Are there any modern upgrades commonly done to the
1937 Ford Business Coupe?

Common modern upgrades include installing modern brakes for improved safety,
upgrading the electrical system to 12 volts, adding modern suspension
components for better handling, and sometimes swapping in a more powerful or
fuel-efficient engine while maintaining the classic exterior look.

What is the approximate value of a restored 1937 Ford
Business Coupe today?

The value of a restored 1937 Ford Business Coupe can vary widely depending on
condition, originality, and modifications, but typically ranges from $25,000
to $50,000, with exceptionally well-restored or rare models potentially
fetching higher prices.

Additional Resources
1. The 1937 Ford Business Coupe: A Classic Reborn
This book explores the history and restoration of the iconic 1937 Ford
Business Coupe. It details the design innovations that set this model apart
and provides insights into its cultural impact during the late 1930s.
Enthusiasts will find tips on sourcing original parts and restoring the
vehicle to its former glory.

2. Hot Rodding the 1937 Ford Business Coupe
Focused on customization and performance upgrades, this guide offers
practical advice for transforming the 1937 Ford Business Coupe into a
powerful hot rod. It covers engine swaps, suspension modifications, and
styling trends popular among enthusiasts. The book also includes interviews
with leading builders in the hot rodding community.

3. The Art of Restoring the 1937 Ford Business Coupe
This comprehensive manual is perfect for anyone interested in restoring a
1937 Ford Business Coupe. It covers every step of the restoration process,
from bodywork and paint to mechanical repairs and interior refurbishment.
Detailed photographs and expert tips make this a valuable resource for both
beginners and experienced restorers.

4. Driving Through History: The 1937 Ford Business Coupe
Delve into the historical context of the 1937 Ford Business Coupe and its
role in American automotive history. The book examines the economic and
social factors influencing car design during the 1930s and highlights the
significance of Ford’s innovations. Vintage photographs and personal stories
from owners add a nostalgic touch.

5. 1937 Ford Business Coupe Performance Tuning
This technical guide focuses on enhancing the performance of the 1937 Ford
Business Coupe. It covers engine tuning, brake upgrades, and improving
handling to make the classic coupe more suitable for modern driving
conditions. The book is filled with diagrams and step-by-step instructions.

6. The Collector’s Guide to the 1937 Ford Business Coupe
Ideal for collectors, this book offers detailed information on identifying
authentic 1937 Ford Business Coupes, including serial numbers, factory
options, and rare features. It also discusses market trends and valuation



tips to help collectors make informed purchasing decisions.

7. Custom Interiors for the 1937 Ford Business Coupe
Explore the world of interior customization with this focused book on the
1937 Ford Business Coupe. It showcases various styles from classic to modern,
including upholstery, dashboard modifications, and audio system upgrades. The
book provides inspiration as well as practical how-to advice.

8. Ford’s 1937 Business Coupe: Engineering and Design Excellence
This book analyzes the engineering breakthroughs and design philosophy behind
the 1937 Ford Business Coupe. It explains how Ford balanced aesthetics with
functionality to create a vehicle that was both beautiful and reliable.
Detailed technical drawings and factory documents enrich the content.

9. The 1937 Ford Business Coupe in Popular Culture
Discover how the 1937 Ford Business Coupe has been featured in movies,
television, and literature over the decades. This book examines the car’s
influence on popular culture and its status as an enduring symbol of classic
American automotive style. It includes interviews with filmmakers and
collectors who cherish this model.
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