
1938 chevrolet business coupe
1938 chevrolet business coupe represents a significant chapter in automotive history,
embodying the style and engineering of late 1930s American cars. This classic vehicle
gained popularity for its distinctive design, practicality, and performance, making it a
sought-after model among collectors and vintage car enthusiasts. The 1938 Chevrolet
Business Coupe was designed to cater to business professionals who required a reliable and
stylish mode of transportation. This article delves into the car's design features, mechanical
specifications, historical context, and its impact on the automotive market. Additionally, it
explores restoration considerations and the model's enduring legacy within the classic car
community. The details provided aim to offer a comprehensive understanding of the 1938
Chevrolet Business Coupe’s significance and appeal.
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Design and Styling of the 1938 Chevrolet
Business Coupe

The 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe showcased a blend of streamlined design and
functional aesthetics characteristic of late 1930s American automobiles. Its body style was
tailored specifically for business users, with a two-door coupe configuration providing ample
space for cargo and passengers while maintaining a compact frame. The exterior featured
sweeping fenders, a prominent grille, and smooth curves that enhanced aerodynamics and
visual appeal.

Exterior Features

The exterior of the 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe was marked by classic Art Deco
influences. The front end was dominated by a wide chrome grille, flanked by large, round
headlights integrated into the fenders. The vehicle's sloping roofline and rounded rear
quarters contributed to its streamlined appearance. Chrome accents and trim pieces
highlighted the car’s contours, adding a touch of elegance and sophistication.



Interior Design and Comfort

Inside, the 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe prioritized comfort and utility. The cabin was
designed to accommodate two passengers with ample legroom and headspace. The
dashboard featured simple, easy-to-read gauges and controls, reflecting the practical
nature of the vehicle. Upholstery was typically made from durable fabric or leatherette
materials, suited for everyday business use. Despite its compact size, the coupe offered
sufficient storage space behind the front seats, ideal for carrying business-related goods
and supplies.

Mechanical Specifications and Performance

The 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe was equipped with reliable mechanical components
that balanced performance and durability. Chevrolet’s engineering emphasis during this
period focused on providing smooth operation and sufficient power to meet the needs of
everyday driving and business use.

Engine and Drivetrain

The coupe was powered by a 216 cubic inch (3.5L) inline six-cylinder engine, known as the
"Stovebolt Six." This engine produced approximately 90 horsepower, delivering adequate
acceleration and cruising capabilities for its class. The powertrain was paired with a three-
speed manual transmission, offering straightforward and dependable gear shifting. Rear-
wheel drive was standard, providing good traction and handling on various road conditions.

Suspension and Braking System

The suspension system utilized independent front suspension with coil springs, enhancing
ride comfort and stability. The rear featured a solid axle with leaf springs, common for
vehicles of this era. Braking was managed by four-wheel drum brakes, which were effective
for the speeds and traffic conditions of the time. Together, these mechanical systems
ensured the 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe maintained a smooth and controlled driving
experience.

Historical Context and Market Position

During the late 1930s, the automotive market in the United States was highly competitive,
with manufacturers striving to offer vehicles that combined style, functionality, and
affordability. The 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe emerged as a practical solution for
business owners and professionals seeking an economical yet attractive vehicle.



Chevrolet’s Strategy in 1938

Chevrolet aimed to capture a broad segment of the market by offering a variety of body
styles, including sedans, coupes, and convertibles. The Business Coupe was positioned as
an economical yet stylish option, appealing to small business owners such as salesmen,
tradesmen, and entrepreneurs. Its design emphasized cargo space and accessibility,
making it suitable for commercial purposes while retaining passenger comfort.

Competition and Market Reception

The 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe competed with similar offerings from Ford, Plymouth,
and Dodge. Its competitive pricing, combined with Chevrolet’s reputation for reliability,
contributed to steady sales. The model was well-received for its balance of aesthetics and
utility, carving out a niche within the business and personal transportation market
segments of the era.

Restoration and Collectibility

The 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe remains a popular choice among classic car restorers
and collectors. Its combination of historical importance, distinctive styling, and mechanical
simplicity makes it an attractive project vehicle as well as a prized collector’s item.

Restoration Considerations

Restoring a 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe requires attention to both authenticity and
mechanical soundness. Key restoration areas include the bodywork, paint, and trim, as well
as the engine and drivetrain components. Availability of original parts can vary, but many
reproduction parts and expert services exist to support restoration efforts. Maintaining the
original specifications and finishes can significantly enhance the vehicle’s value and appeal.

Collectibility Factors

Several factors influence the collectibility of the 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe:

Originality and condition of the vehicle

Completeness of factory features and components

Quality of restoration work performed



Historical documentation and provenance

Rarity of specific trims or customizations

Well-preserved or expertly restored examples tend to attract higher interest at classic car
shows and auctions.

Legacy and Influence of the 1938 Chevrolet
Business Coupe

The 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe holds a notable place in automotive history,
representing a transitional period in automobile design and manufacturing. Its influence
extends beyond its era, impacting the development of business-oriented vehicles and
coupes in subsequent decades.

Impact on Chevrolet’s Lineup

The success of the Business Coupe helped Chevrolet refine its approach to catering to
business customers and personal-use coupes. It demonstrated the viability of combining
utility with style, encouraging future innovations in body design and functionality within
Chevrolet’s vehicle portfolio.

Enduring Appeal Among Enthusiasts

Today, the 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe is celebrated for its classic lines, historical
significance, and mechanical robustness. It remains a symbol of 1930s automotive
craftsmanship and continues to inspire collectors and restorers. Its presence at vintage car
events and in automotive museums underscores its lasting legacy in American motoring
culture.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key features of the 1938 Chevrolet
Business Coupe?
The 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe features a streamlined design with Art Deco influences,
a 216 cubic inch inline-six engine, a 3-speed manual transmission, and seating primarily for
two people, making it ideal for business use and urban driving.



How does the 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe differ
from other Chevrolet models of the same year?
The 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe is distinguished by its two-door coupe body style
focused on utility and style for business owners. It has a shorter rear section compared to
the standard sedans, providing more cargo space, and is generally lighter and more
economical than larger models like the Master Deluxe.

What restoration challenges are common with the 1938
Chevrolet Business Coupe?
Restoring a 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe often involves challenges such as sourcing
original or reproduction parts due to its age, dealing with rust and corrosion on the body
and frame, and updating or repairing the mechanical components like the inline-six engine
and manual transmission while maintaining authenticity.

Is the 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe considered a
valuable classic car today?
Yes, the 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe is considered a valuable classic car, especially if it
is well-maintained or fully restored. Its historical significance, unique design, and rarity
contribute to its desirability among collectors and vintage car enthusiasts.

What is the typical engine performance of the 1938
Chevrolet Business Coupe?
The 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe is equipped with a 216 cubic inch inline-six engine that
produces around 90 horsepower, providing reliable and modest performance suitable for its
time, with a top speed of approximately 65 mph, making it practical for both city and
highway driving in the late 1930s.

Additional Resources
1. The 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe: A Classic American Icon
This book delves into the history and design of the 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe,
highlighting its significance in the automotive industry. It covers the engineering
innovations and aesthetic choices that made this model stand out. Enthusiasts will
appreciate detailed photographs and restoration tips.

2. Restoring the 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe: A Step-by-Step Guide
Ideal for classic car restorers, this comprehensive guide walks readers through the process
of restoring a 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe. It includes advice on sourcing original parts,
bodywork, engine rebuilding, and interior refurbishment. The book also features expert tips
to maintain authenticity.

3. The Chevrolet Legacy: From Early Models to the 1938 Business Coupe
This book explores Chevrolet's evolution, culminating in the 1938 Business Coupe model. It



places the vehicle within the broader context of American automotive history and highlights
technological advancements of the era. Collectors and historians will find valuable insights
here.

4. Driving Through History: The 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe Experience
A nostalgic look at driving the 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe, this book combines personal
stories with technical details. It captures the feel and performance of the vehicle in its
heyday and discusses how it influenced car culture. Photographs and anecdotes enrich the
narrative.

5. Collecting Classic Cars: Spotlight on the 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe
Focused on collectors, this book evaluates the market value and rarity of the 1938
Chevrolet Business Coupe. It offers guidance on identifying original features and avoiding
common restoration pitfalls. The book also profiles prominent collectors and their prized
vehicles.

6. Design and Innovation in the 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe
This title analyzes the design elements and engineering breakthroughs that characterized
the 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe. It examines how Chevrolet balanced style,
functionality, and affordability in this model. Detailed diagrams and design sketches are
included.

7. The 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe: A Technical Manual
Serving as a detailed technical reference, this manual covers engine specifications,
electrical systems, chassis details, and maintenance procedures for the 1938 Chevrolet
Business Coupe. Mechanics and DIY enthusiasts will benefit from the clear instructions and
troubleshooting tips.

8. Cultural Impact of the 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe in America
This book investigates how the 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe influenced American society
during the late 1930s. It explores its role in business, transportation, and popular culture.
The narrative includes period advertisements, sales data, and social commentary.

9. Photographic History of the 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe
A visually stunning collection of photographs showcasing the 1938 Chevrolet Business
Coupe in various settings and conditions. From factory images to restored models, this
book captures the beauty and craftsmanship of the vehicle. It is a must-have for visual
learners and car enthusiasts alike.
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