
1939 chevy business coupe
1939 chevy business coupe stands as an iconic representation of American
automotive design and engineering during the late 1930s. Known for its
distinctive style, reliable performance, and practical features, the 1939
Chevrolet Business Coupe captured the attention of both everyday drivers and
collectors alike. This model was particularly favored for its unique two-door
configuration, which combined elegance with utility, making it a popular
choice among business owners and professionals. In this article, we will
explore the history, design, technical specifications, and restoration tips
for the 1939 Chevy Business Coupe. Additionally, we will examine its cultural
impact and current market value, providing a comprehensive overview of this
classic automobile. The following sections will guide readers through all
essential aspects of the 1939 Chevy Business Coupe.
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History and Background
The 1939 Chevy Business Coupe was introduced during a pivotal time in
automotive history, marking the transition from the pre-war era to more
modern car designs. Chevrolet, a division of General Motors, aimed to offer a
vehicle that combined affordability with style and functionality. The
business coupe was designed primarily for commercial and professional use,
featuring a two-door body style with an enclosed rear compartment for cargo
or equipment storage. This model quickly gained popularity among small
business owners, salesmen, and tradespeople who required a reliable and
efficient vehicle.

Development and Production
Manufactured in 1939, the Chevy Business Coupe was part of Chevrolet’s Master
Series lineup. It was built on a robust chassis and equipped with mechanical
improvements that enhanced driving performance and durability. The production



numbers were significant, reflecting the model’s commercial success during
that period. Chevrolet’s focus on quality and affordability helped the
business coupe carve out a niche in the competitive automotive market of the
late 1930s.

Market Positioning
The 1939 Chevy Business Coupe was positioned as a practical alternative to
larger sedans and trucks, providing a balance between passenger comfort and
cargo space. Its price point appealed to small business owners who needed a
dependable vehicle without the expense associated with heavier duty trucks.
This strategic positioning contributed to the model’s widespread acceptance
and lasting legacy.

Design and Features
The design of the 1939 Chevy Business Coupe reflected the automotive trends
of the late 1930s, characterized by streamlined shapes, chrome accents, and a
focus on aerodynamics. The coupe’s compact, two-door form was both stylish
and functional, providing ease of maneuverability in urban and rural
environments. Chevrolet incorporated several innovative features that
enhanced the vehicle’s appeal and usability.

Exterior Styling
The exterior of the 1939 Chevy Business Coupe featured smooth, rounded
fenders, a prominent chrome grille, and distinctive headlamps integrated into
the front fenders. The streamlined hood and sloping roofline contributed to
the car’s aerodynamic efficiency, while the two-door configuration offered
easy access to the driver’s compartment. The rear section of the coupe was
designed to maximize cargo space, making it ideal for business use.

Interior and Comfort
The interior of the business coupe was designed for driver comfort and
practicality. Although it was primarily intended for commercial purposes, the
cabin included upholstered seating, a functional dashboard layout, and basic
amenities suited for long hours on the road. The simplicity of the interior
design emphasized durability and ease of maintenance.

Key Features

Two-door coupe body style with enclosed rear compartment



Streamlined exterior with chrome accents and integrated headlamps

Spacious cargo area suitable for business equipment

Basic but comfortable interior upholstery

Robust chassis designed for durability and load-bearing

Technical Specifications
The 1939 Chevy Business Coupe was equipped with mechanical components that
balanced power, efficiency, and reliability. Chevrolet engineers focused on
creating an engine and drivetrain that could handle the demands of commercial
use without compromising on fuel economy or ride quality.

Engine and Performance
The coupe typically housed a 216 cubic inch (3.5 L) inline six-cylinder
engine, known as the Stovebolt Six. This engine produced approximately 90
horsepower, providing sufficient power for city driving and moderate cargo
loads. The engine was coupled with a three-speed manual transmission, which
offered smooth shifting and control.

Chassis and Suspension
The vehicle’s chassis was built on a sturdy ladder frame, supporting the
coupe’s weight and cargo capacity. The suspension system used independent
front suspension with coil springs and a solid rear axle with leaf springs,
which ensured a comfortable ride and vehicle stability under load.

Braking and Steering
Braking was managed by drum brakes on all four wheels, a standard
configuration for the period. Steering was manual, using a worm-and-sector
mechanism that provided adequate responsiveness for urban and highway
driving.

Restoration and Maintenance
Restoring and maintaining a 1939 Chevy Business Coupe requires attention to
detail and knowledge of vintage automotive technology. Enthusiasts and
collectors often seek original parts or high-quality reproductions to
preserve the vehicle’s authenticity and performance.



Common Restoration Challenges
Restorers can encounter challenges such as rusted body panels, outdated
wiring, and worn mechanical components. Finding original or compatible parts
may require sourcing from specialized suppliers or salvage yards.
Additionally, restoring the interior upholstery to match the original design
demands craftsmanship and quality materials.

Maintenance Tips
Proper maintenance of the 1939 Chevy Business Coupe involves regular
inspection of the engine, brakes, and suspension. Lubrication of moving
parts, timely replacement of fluids, and upkeep of the electrical system are
essential for reliable operation. Using period-correct oils and fuels can
help maintain engine health and authenticity.

Restoration Process Overview

Assessment and documentation of the vehicle’s condition1.

Disassembly and cataloging of parts2.

Bodywork, including rust repair and repainting3.

Engine rebuilding or tuning4.

Interior restoration and upholstery replacement5.

Reassembly and final adjustments6.

Market Value and Collectibility
The 1939 Chevy Business Coupe holds a special place in the classic car market
due to its historical significance and distinctive design. Its value
fluctuates based on condition, originality, and rarity, with well-preserved
or expertly restored models commanding premium prices.

Factors Affecting Value
Several factors influence the market value of the 1939 Chevy Business Coupe,
including:

Originality of parts and paint



Mechanical condition and drivability

Quality and completeness of restoration

Provenance and documented history

Market demand among collectors and enthusiasts

Typical Price Range
Prices for the 1939 Chevy Business Coupe can vary widely. Project cars or
vehicles in need of significant restoration may be valued in the lower range,
while fully restored, show-quality examples can reach substantially higher
prices. The classic car market’s trends and regional demand also impact
pricing.

Cultural Impact and Legacy
The 1939 Chevy Business Coupe remains a symbol of American automotive
heritage, representing innovation, practicality, and style from a bygone era.
Its influence extends beyond the automotive industry into popular culture and
classic car communities worldwide.

Role in American Automotive History
As a vehicle tailored to the needs of business professionals, the 1939 Chevy
Business Coupe exemplified the versatility and reliability that helped
Chevrolet become a household name. It reflected broader trends in automotive
design and manufacturing during the late 1930s and contributed to the
foundation of modern commercial vehicles.

Presence in Car Shows and Collections
The business coupe is a favorite at vintage car shows and automotive museums,
where it is celebrated for its distinctive styling and historical importance.
Collectors value these vehicles for their authenticity and as a
representation of pre-war American automotive craftsmanship.

Influence on Modern Vehicle Design
Elements of the 1939 Chevy Business Coupe’s design and functionality continue
to inspire contemporary vehicle development, particularly in the realm of
compact commercial vehicles and specialty coupes. Its legacy persists in the



appreciation for blending style with practical utility.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key features of the 1939 Chevy Business
Coupe?
The 1939 Chevy Business Coupe features a streamlined design, a 6-cylinder
engine, a spacious two-door body with a single bench seat, and was primarily
used for business purposes with its large trunk space.

How much horsepower does the 1939 Chevy Business
Coupe have?
The 1939 Chevy Business Coupe typically came with a 6-cylinder engine
producing around 90 horsepower.

What makes the 1939 Chevy Business Coupe different
from other 1939 Chevy models?
The Business Coupe is distinct due to its two-door design with a single bench
seat and no rear seat, focusing on cargo space for business use, unlike the
standard coupes which had rear seats.

Is the 1939 Chevy Business Coupe considered a
collectible classic car?
Yes, the 1939 Chevy Business Coupe is considered a collectible classic due to
its historical significance, unique design, and rarity.

What is the typical value of a restored 1939 Chevy
Business Coupe?
A fully restored 1939 Chevy Business Coupe can range in value from $25,000 to
$50,000 depending on condition, originality, and market demand.

What kind of engine does the 1939 Chevy Business
Coupe have?
It is equipped with a 216 cubic inch inline 6-cylinder engine, known as the
'Stovebolt Six.'



Can the 1939 Chevy Business Coupe be used for daily
driving today?
While possible, the 1939 Chevy Business Coupe lacks modern safety and comfort
features, so it is generally better suited for occasional use or car shows.

What are common restoration challenges for the 1939
Chevy Business Coupe?
Common challenges include finding original parts, dealing with rust and
corrosion, and restoring the unique body panels and interior materials.

How did the 1939 Chevy Business Coupe influence
automotive design?
The 1939 Chevy Business Coupe showcased the move towards streamlined,
aerodynamic body styles and practical utility in passenger cars during the
late 1930s.

Where can I find parts for restoring a 1939 Chevy
Business Coupe?
Parts can be sourced from classic car specialty suppliers, online
marketplaces, Chevy enthusiast clubs, and salvage yards specializing in
vintage vehicles.

Additional Resources
1. 1939 Chevy Business Coupe: A Classic American Icon
This book delves into the history and design of the 1939 Chevy Business
Coupe, highlighting its significance in American automotive culture. It
covers the car’s engineering features, styling cues, and the social context
of the era. Richly illustrated with photos and diagrams, it’s a must-read for
vintage car enthusiasts.

2. Restoring the 1939 Chevy Business Coupe
A comprehensive guide for hobbyists and restorers, this book provides step-
by-step instructions on restoring a 1939 Chevy Business Coupe to its original
glory. It includes tips on sourcing authentic parts, bodywork techniques, and
mechanical repairs. Detailed illustrations and expert advice make restoration
approachable for both beginners and experienced restorers.

3. The Evolution of Chevrolet Business Coupes: 1930s to 1940s
Explore the development of Chevrolet’s Business Coupe models through the late
1930s and early 1940s. This book places the 1939 model within the broader
timeline, discussing design changes, performance improvements, and market
trends. It offers a thorough understanding of how the Business Coupe fit into



Chevrolet’s lineup.

4. Customizing the 1939 Chevy Business Coupe: Hot Rod and Street Rod Culture
This volume focuses on the customization and hot-rodding scene surrounding
the 1939 Chevy Business Coupe. It showcases popular modifications, engine
swaps, and body alterations that enthusiasts have applied over the decades.
Featuring interviews with builders and vibrant photography, it celebrates the
car’s enduring appeal in custom car culture.

5. Chevrolet’s 1939 Lineup: The Business Coupe and Beyond
An in-depth look at Chevrolet’s 1939 model year offerings, with particular
attention to the Business Coupe variant. The book compares it to other models
in the lineup, examining features, pricing, and consumer reception.
Historical context and period advertisements enrich the narrative.

6. Driving the 1939 Chevy Business Coupe: Performance and Handling
This book provides an experiential perspective on what it’s like to drive a
1939 Chevy Business Coupe. It covers the vehicle’s engine specs, suspension,
and handling characteristics, as well as tips for modern drivers. Anecdotes
from owners and classic car events add personal insights.

7. The Art of 1939 Chevy Business Coupe Photography
Dedicated to capturing the essence of the 1939 Chevy Business Coupe through
photography, this book features stunning images of the car in various
settings. It also offers guidance on photographing classic cars, including
lighting, angles, and composition. Ideal for photographers and car lovers
alike.

8. Chevy Business Coupe Parts and Accessories: A Collector’s Reference
A valuable resource for collectors and restorers, this book catalogs
available parts and accessories for the 1939 Chevy Business Coupe. It
includes original parts diagrams, aftermarket options, and tips on verifying
authenticity. The book aids in maintaining the car’s originality and value.

9. From Factory to Road: The Manufacturing Story of the 1939 Chevy Business
Coupe
This book traces the production process of the 1939 Chevy Business Coupe,
from design conception to assembly line. It explores the manufacturing
techniques of the late 1930s, labor practices, and quality control.
Historical photographs and factory documents provide a behind-the-scenes look
at this classic vehicle’s creation.
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