1940 chevy business coupe

1940 chevy business coupe represents a classic icon in American automotive history,
renowned for its distinctive style and robust performance during the pre-war era. This
model was designed primarily for business use, offering a practical yet stylish vehicle for
professionals and entrepreneurs. The 1940 Chevy Business Coupe combined innovative
engineering with an elegant design, making it a favorite among collectors and vintage car
enthusiasts today. Its historical significance is underscored by its impact on automotive
design trends and its role in Chevrolet’s lineup during the early 20th century. This article
will explore the features, design, engine specifications, and restoration potential of the
1940 Chevy Business Coupe. Additionally, it will discuss the vehicle’s cultural significance
and tips for maintaining or restoring this classic automobile.
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Overview and Historical Context

The 1940 Chevy Business Coupe was introduced during a pivotal time in the automotive
industry, just before the United States entered World War Il. This model was targeted
toward business owners and professionals who needed a reliable vehicle for daily use and
errands. Chevrolet positioned the Business Coupe as a practical alternative to larger
sedans, offering ample cargo space in the rear compartment without sacrificing style or
comfort. The 1940 model year was part of Chevrolet’s second generation of cars built on
the "Art Deco" influenced design philosophy, emphasizing streamlined shapes and chrome
detailing.

Market Position and Competitors

In 1940, the Chevrolet Business Coupe competed primarily with similar vehicles from Ford
and Plymouth, which also targeted business users. What set the 1940 Chevy Business
Coupe apart was its balance of affordability, durability, and aesthetic appeal. It was priced
competitively, making it accessible to small business owners and tradespeople who
required an efficient yet professional-looking vehicle. The coupe’s two-door configuration
allowed for easier maneuvering in urban environments, a key consideration for business
use.



Production Numbers and Legacy

Chevrolet produced a significant number of Business Coupes in 1940, contributing to its
lasting presence in the classic car market. Although exact production figures vary,
estimates suggest tens of thousands were manufactured, reflecting its popularity. The
legacy of the 1940 Chevy Business Coupe lives on through its continued admiration by
collectors and restorers, who appreciate its historical significance and authentic vintage
appeal.

Design and Styling

The design of the 1940 Chevy Business Coupe reflects the automotive trends of its era,
combining functionality with elegance. The coupe featured a streamlined body with smooth
curves and a distinctive front grille that showcased Chevrolet’s signature styling cues.
Chrome accents and subtle detailing enhanced the vehicle’s visual appeal, while the
compact two-door design emphasized practicality.

Exterior Features

The exterior of the 1940 Chevy Business Coupe was characterized by its aerodynamic
shape and attention to detail. Key features included:

¢ Distinctive split windshield for better visibility

Chrome-plated grille with horizontal bars

Rounded fenders blending seamlessly into the body

Steel wheels with hubcaps matching the body color

Business-oriented rear cargo area with minimal passenger seating

These design elements contributed to the coupe’s professional look, making it suitable for
business use while maintaining a stylish profile.

Color Options and Customization

Chevrolet offered the 1940 Business Coupe in several factory colors, including muted tones
and vibrant options that appealed to a broad audience. Popular colors included black,
maroon, dark green, and navy blue. Many owners and restorers have customized these
vehicles over the decades, adding personalized paint jobs, chrome enhancements, and
modern touches while retaining the original vintage essence.



Engine and Performance

The performance of the 1940 Chevy Business Coupe was defined by its efficient and
reliable powertrain, designed to meet the demands of everyday business use. Chevrolet
offered engines that balanced power with fuel economy, making the coupe a practical
choice for business owners requiring dependable transportation.

Engine Specifications

The standard engine in the 1940 Chevy Business Coupe was a 216 cubic inch (3.5 L) inline
six-cylinder engine, known for its durability and smooth operation. Key specifications
included:

e Qutput of approximately 90 horsepower
e Three-speed manual transmission
e Top speed around 70 miles per hour

e Rear-wheel drive configuration

This engine provided adequate power for city driving and light hauling, supporting the
vehicle’s role as a business coupe. The mechanical simplicity also facilitated easy
maintenance and repair.

Handling and Ride Quality

The 1940 Chevy Business Coupe featured a suspension system designed to offer a
comfortable ride, even on rougher roads. The vehicle’s relatively light weight and balanced
chassis contributed to responsive handling. While not a sports car, the coupe delivered
dependable performance for urban and suburban driving conditions, making it a practical
choice for its intended market.

Interior Features and Comfort

The interior of the 1940 Chevy Business Coupe was tailored to meet the needs of business
users, with a focus on functionality and modest comfort. The cabin was designed to
accommodate the driver comfortably while maximizing cargo space in the rear.

Seating and Layout

The coupe featured seating for two occupants, with a straightforward layout that
emphasized ease of use. The front bench seat was upholstered in durable materials,
suitable for daily wear and tear. Rear seating was minimal or absent in many business



coupe models, replaced by a spacious cargo area to store goods, tools, or equipment
essential for business operations.

Dashboard and Controls

The dashboard of the 1940 Chevy Business Coupe was simple yet functional, equipped with
essential gauges such as speedometer, fuel gauge, and ammeter. Controls were logically
arranged for driver convenience, and the steering wheel was designed for comfortable grip
and control. Basic heating options were available, though air conditioning was not a feature
in this era.

Restoration and Collectibility

The 1940 Chevy Business Coupe remains a sought-after vehicle among classic car
collectors and restoration enthusiasts. Its blend of historical significance, distinctive styling,
and mechanical simplicity makes it an ideal candidate for restoration projects.

Restoration Considerations

Restoring a 1940 Chevy Business Coupe involves attention to both mechanical and
aesthetic details. Common restoration tasks include engine rebuilding, bodywork to address
rust or damage, interior refurbishment, and sourcing authentic parts. Due to the vehicle’s
popularity, many reproduction parts and restoration resources are available, simplifying the
restoration process.

Value and Market Trends

As a collectible, the 1940 Chevy Business Coupe has seen steady interest in classic car
markets. Well-maintained or fully restored models can command significant prices,
particularly those with original features and documented histories. Factors influencing value
include:

e Originality of parts and components
e Quality of restoration work
e Rarity of specific trims or color combinations

e Provenance and documented ownership history

Collectors often seek these coupes for their authentic representation of 1940s American
automotive culture and their potential as show cars or weekend drivers.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key features of the 1940 Chevy Business
Coupe?

The 1940 Chevy Business Coupe features a streamlined design with a distinctive grille, two-
door body style, a sturdy frame, and an inline six-cylinder engine. It was designed primarily
for business use, offering ample trunk space and a comfortable interior.

How much does a 1940 Chevy Business Coupe typically
cost today?

The price of a 1940 Chevy Business Coupe varies depending on its condition, originality,
and restoration quality. As of recent market trends, restored models typically range from
$25,000 to $45,000, while project cars or unrestored ones may be less expensive.

What engine options were available for the 1940 Chevy
Business Coupe?

The 1940 Chevy Business Coupe was commonly equipped with a 216 cubic inch inline six-
cylinder engine producing around 90 horsepower, known for its reliability and ease of
maintenance.

Is the 1940 Chevy Business Coupe a good car for classic
car restoration?

Yes, the 1940 Chevy Business Coupe is popular among classic car enthusiasts for
restoration due to its iconic design, availability of parts, and relatively simple mechanical
components, making it a rewarding project car.

What makes the 1940 Chevy Business Coupe different
from other 1940 Chevy models?

The Business Coupe features a two-door body with a single bench seat and a larger trunk
area, designed specifically for commercial and business use. Unlike the standard coupe, it
lacks rear side windows and focuses on utility over passenger space.

Where can | find replacement parts for a 1940 Chevy
Business Coupe?

Replacement parts for the 1940 Chevy Business Coupe can be found through classic car
parts suppliers, online marketplaces such as eBay, specialized Chevy restoration shops, and
classic car clubs dedicated to vintage Chevrolet vehicles.



What restoration challenges are common with the 1940
Chevy Business Coupe?

Common restoration challenges include sourcing original or compatible body panels,
addressing rust in the frame and floorboards, updating the electrical system while
maintaining authenticity, and restoring or rebuilding the original inline six-cylinder engine.

Additional Resources

1. The Classic 1940 Chevy Business Coupe: A Restoration Guide

This book offers a comprehensive guide for restoring the iconic 1940 Chevy Business
Coupe. Covering everything from bodywork and engine rebuilding to interior refinishing, it
is an essential resource for enthusiasts and professionals alike. Detailed photographs and
step-by-step instructions make the restoration process accessible and enjoyable.

2. History of the 1940 Chevrolet Business Coupe

Explore the rich history behind the 1940 Chevy Business Coupe, a classic American
automobile that captured the hearts of drivers during the pre-war era. This book delves into
the design, manufacturing, and cultural impact of the coupe. It also includes rare archival
photos and stories from original owners.

3. Customizing Your 1940 Chevy Business Coupe

For those looking to personalize their 1940 Chevy Business Coupe, this book provides
expert advice on customization techniques. From performance upgrades to aesthetic
modifications, it covers popular trends and classic styles that enhance the car’s appeal. It
also highlights notable custom builds and builder profiles.

4. Engine and Mechanical Upgrades for the 1940 Chevy Business Coupe

This technical manual focuses on mechanical improvements for the 1940 Chevy Business
Coupe, including engine swaps, suspension enhancements, and brake upgrades. It's
designed for mechanics and hobbyists aiming to boost performance while maintaining the
vehicle’s classic character. Clear diagrams and parts lists support every chapter.

5. The 1940 Chevy Business Coupe in Popular Culture

Discover how the 1940 Chevy Business Coupe has been featured in movies, music, and art
over the decades. This book explores the coupe’s role as an icon of Americana and its
symbolism in various media. Interviews with filmmakers and collectors provide unique
insights into its lasting influence.

6. Chevy Business Coupe: Original Specs and Factory Details

A detailed reference book that compiles original factory specifications, build sheets, and
technical data for the 1940 Chevy Business Coupe. Perfect for restorers and collectors who
want to maintain authenticity, it also includes information on paint codes, trim options, and
engine configurations.

7. Driving and Maintaining the 1940 Chevy Business Coupe

This practical guide covers the day-to-day maintenance and driving tips for owners of the
1940 Chevy Business Coupe. From routine care to troubleshooting common issues, it helps
keep the vintage car running smoothly. The book also touches on safety considerations and



modern upgrades for reliability.

8. Photographic Journey: The 1940 Chevy Business Coupe Through the Years

A beautifully illustrated coffee table book showcasing the 1940 Chevy Business Coupe in
various settings and eras. Featuring high-quality photographs from private collections and
museums, it celebrates the car’s timeless design and enduring popularity. Captions provide
context and historical anecdotes.

9. Restoring Classic Interiors: The 1940 Chevy Business Coupe Edition

Focusing exclusively on the interior restoration of the 1940 Chevy Business Coupe, this
book guides readers through upholstery, dashboard refurbishment, and trim replacement. It
offers tips on sourcing authentic materials and honoring original craftsmanship. Ideal for
those who want to revive the cabin’s vintage charm.
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