1965 type 2 clad washington quarter
business strike

1965 type 2 clad washington quarter business strike coins represent a
significant chapter in United States numismatic history, especially for
collectors and historians alike. Produced during a transitional period in
coinage metal composition, the 1965 Type 2 clad Washington quarter business
strike highlights the shift from silver to clad coinage. This article
explores the unique characteristics, production background, and collector
interest surrounding these quarters. Understanding the Type 2 designation and
the business strike context is essential to appreciate the coin's numismatic
value. Additionally, the piece delves into the historical significance of the
1965 coinage changes and their impact on the Washington quarter series. This
comprehensive overview provides detailed insight into the 1965 Type 2 clad
Washington quarter business strike, its varieties, and its place in coin
collecting.
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Historical Context of the 1965 Washington
Quarter

The year 1965 marked a pivotal shift in U.S. coinage, especially for the
Washington quarter. Prior to 1965, quarters were composed of 90% silver and
10% copper. Due to rising silver prices and the need to conserve the precious
metal, the U.S. Mint transitioned to a clad composition beginning in 1965.
This change was legislated by the Coinage Act of 1965, which eliminated
silver from quarters, dimes, and half dollars. The 1965 Washington quarter
thus became the first in its series to feature a copper-nickel clad
composition, a significant departure from previous minting practices. This
transition not only affected the metal content but also introduced subtle
design and production variations, including the Type 2 clad variety.



Understanding the Type 2 Clad Design

The 1965 Type 2 clad Washington quarter is distinguished by specific design
and production characteristics that differentiate it from the earlier Type 1.
The Type 1 quarters feature a sharp rim and a pronounced raised edge around
the coin’s obverse and reverse, while the Type 2 exhibits a flattened rim
with the raised edge significantly diminished or absent. This difference is
primarily due to adjustments in the minting process designed to improve die
life and reduce production issues with the new clad planchets. The Type 2
variety was introduced partway through 1965 production, making it a notable
subtype sought after by collectors who specialize in subtle minting
variations.

Type 1 vs. Type 2 Clad Quarters

The distinction between Type 1 and Type 2 clad Washington quarters is subtle
but important in numismatics. Type 1 coins maintain a more defined rim and
edge, consistent with the earlier silver quarters, while Type 2 coins show a
smoother, more flattened rim that reflects the changes in striking pressure
and planchet preparation. Collectors often differentiate these two types by
closely examining the coin’s edge and the relief around the rim.

Business Strike vs. Proof Coinage

The term “business strike” refers to coins produced for general circulation,
as opposed to proof coins which are specially made for collectors with a
high-quality finish. The 1965 Type 2 clad Washington quarter business strike
was intended for everyday use and was struck in large quantities by the
Philadelphia and Denver Mints. These coins exhibit standard circulating
finishes, lacking the mirror-like surfaces and sharp details found in proof
issues. Business strikes are characterized by their utilitarian appearance
and often show varying degrees of wear once released into circulation.

Characteristics of Business Strike Coins

Business strike quarters from 1965 typically display a matte or satin finish,
reflecting the mass-production nature of their minting. Unlike proof coins,
which are struck multiple times with polished dies, business strikes usually
receive a single strike. This results in less detailed relief and a less
glossy overall appearance. The 1965 Type 2 clad Washington quarter business
strike maintains these typical circulation coin traits, making it
distinguishable from proof versions minted that same year.



Physical Characteristics and Composition

The 1965 Type 2 clad Washington quarter business strike features a copper-
nickel clad composition, replacing the former 90% silver content. The coin
consists of an outer layer of 75% copper and 25% nickel bonded to a pure
copper core. This three-layer construction provides durability and a silver-
like appearance, though it is distinct from the older all-silver quarters in
weight and metallic properties. The coin has a diameter of 24.3 millimeters
and weighs approximately 5.67 grams, slightly heavier than the previous
silver quarters due to the clad composition.

Metal Composition Breakdown

e Quter layers: 75% copper, 25% nickel (cupronickel)
e Core: 100% copper
e Total weight: Approximately 5.67 grams

e Diameter: 24.3 millimeters

These compositional changes affected both the coin’s electromagnetic
properties and its overall feel, which can be used to verify authenticity and
distinguish it from earlier silver issues.

Collector Value and Market Demand

The 1965 Type 2 clad Washington quarter business strike generally holds
modest value due to its high mintage and status as a common circulation coin.
However, its importance as part of the historic transition from silver to
clad coinage adds a layer of interest for certain collectors. Coins in
pristine, uncirculated condition or with exceptional eye appeal can command
higher premiums. Additionally, specific mint marks, such as those from the
Denver Mint, may affect desirability and value.

Factors Influencing Value

Condition and grade: Higher grades increase value significantly

Mint mark: Philadelphia (no mint mark) versus Denver (D)

Rarity of Type 2 variety within circulation

Presence of errors or unusual die characteristics



Despite its commonality, the 1965 Type 2 clad Washington quarter business
strike remains a staple in many collections focused on mid-20th-century U.S.
coinage.

Common Varieties and Errors

Within the 1965 Type 2 clad Washington quarter business strike series, a few
notable varieties and minting errors can be found that attract collector
attention. These include die cracks, doubled dies, and variations in the rim
flattening. Such anomalies provide additional avenues for numismatic study
and can enhance the coin’s value if verified by professional grading
services.

Popular Varieties and Known Errors

Die cracks along the obverse or reverse fields

Doubled die obverse or reverse features

Variations in rim thickness and edge flattening

Planchet flaws resulting in surface blemishes

Collectors often seek out these errors due to their relative rarity and the
insight they provide into the minting process during this transitional
period.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a 1965 Type 2 Clad Washington Quarter
Business Strike?

A 1965 Type 2 Clad Washington Quarter Business Strike is a U.S. quarter
minted in 1965 featuring a clad composition (outer layers of copper-nickel
and a core of pure copper) instead of silver, struck for general circulation
(business strike), and identified as Type 2 due to slight design
modifications made during that year.

How can I identify a Type 2 1965 Washington Quarter?

A Type 2 1965 Washington Quarter can be identified by the obverse design
details: it has a sharper and more defined portrait of George Washington with
a slightly different hairline and details compared to Type 1. The Type 2 also



has a slightly altered reverse with some design refinements.

Are 1965 Type 2 Clad Washington Quarters valuable?

1965 Type 2 Clad Washington Quarters are generally not highly valuable due to
their large mintage and common circulation, but uncirculated or proof
examples in pristine condition can carry a modest premium among collectors.

What is the difference between Type 1 and Type 2
1965 Washington Quarters?

The main difference lies in the obverse design: Type 1 quarters have a less
detailed portrait of Washington with a smooth hairline, while Type 2 quarters
show a sharper, more detailed hairline and facial features. Both types are
clad and were produced in 1965 after the transition from silver to clad
coinage.

Why were Washington Quarters changed to clad
composition in 19657

Washington Quarters were changed to a clad composition in 1965 due to rising

silver prices, which made silver coins too costly to produce. The Coinage Act
of 1965 authorized the switch to a copper-nickel clad composition to continue
producing quarters without silver.

How rare 1is the 1965 Type 2 Clad Washington Quarter
Business Strike?

The 1965 Type 2 Clad Washington Quarter Business Strike is not particularly
rare because millions were minted for circulation. However, finding one in
pristine, uncirculated condition can be more difficult and thus somewhat
rarer.

Additional Resources

1. The 1965 Type 2 (Clad Washington Quarter: A Comprehensive Guide

This book delves into the details of the 1965 Type 2 clad Washington quarter
business strike, offering readers an in-depth look at its history,
production, and distinguishing features. It provides high-quality images and
expert analysis to help collectors identify authentic coins. The guide also
discusses market values and how this particular strike fits into the broader
context of U.S. coinage.

2. Minting Mistakes: The Story of the 1965 Washington Quarter Business Strike
Exploring the fascinating world of mint errors, this book focuses on the 1965
Washington quarter business strike, particularly the Type 2 clad varieties.
It covers the minting process and explains how such errors occurred, making



it a valuable resource for numismatists interested in error coins. Detailed
photographs and case studies illustrate the coin’s unique characteristics.

3. Collecting Washington Quarters: The 1965 Type 2 Clad Edition

This collector’s handbook is dedicated to Washington quarters struck in 1965,
with special emphasis on the Type 2 clad business strike. It provides
historical context, grading tips, and market trends for this specific issue.
The book is aimed at both novice and experienced collectors who want to
enhance their understanding of these coins.

4. The Clad Quarter Revolution: Understanding the 1965 Business Strike
Focusing on the transition to clad coinage, this book examines the 1965
Washington quarter business strike, highlighting the Type 2 varieties. It
discusses the economic and political factors leading to the change from
silver to clad quarters and analyzes the minting techniques involved.
Collectors will find valuable guidance on identifying and valuing these
coins.

5. Error Coins of the 1960s: Spotlight on the 1965 Washington Quarter

This volume surveys notable error coins from the 1960s, with a dedicated
chapter on the 1965 Type 2 clad Washington quarter business strike. It
explains common error types found in this era and provides detailed
descriptions of the 1965 quarter’s anomalies. The book is a useful tool for
error coin enthusiasts and collectors interested in mid-20th-century issues.

6. The Washington Quarter Series: 1965 Type 2 Clad and Beyond

Covering the entire Washington quarter series, this book focuses on the 1965
Type 2 clad business strike as a pivotal point in the series’ evolution. It
highlights design changes, production techniques, and the coin’s place in
U.S. numismatic history. The guide includes price charts and grading
standards relevant to the 1965 quarter.

7. Minting Innovations: The 1965 Type 2 Clad Washington Quarter Business
Strike

This book explores the technological and procedural innovations behind the
1965 Type 2 clad Washington quarter business strike. It details changes in
minting equipment and processes that led to the unique qualities of this
coin. Readers gain insight into how these innovations influenced coin
collecting and mint production standards.

8. Spotting the 1965 Washington Quarter Business Strike: A Collector’s
Handbook

Designed as a practical guide, this handbook helps collectors identify and
authenticate the 1965 Type 2 clad Washington quarter business strike. It
includes comparison images, grading advice, and tips on avoiding
counterfeits. The book is ideal for those looking to expand their collection
with confidence.

9. Numismatic Treasures: The 1965 Type 2 Clad Washington Quarter
This publication celebrates the 1965 Type 2 clad Washington quarter business
strike as a numismatic treasure. It explores its rarity, historical



significance, and appeal to collectors. Richly illustrated and well-
researched, the book provides a narrative that connects the coin’s story to
broader themes in American coinage history.
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