
1970 ford f100 ignition switch wiring diagram

1970 ford f100 ignition switch wiring diagram is an essential reference for anyone working on or restoring this
classic vehicle. Understanding the ignition switch wiring is critical for troubleshooting electrical issues,
ensuring proper engine starting, and maintaining the overall functionality of the truck’s electrical system. This
article provides a comprehensive overview of the 1970 Ford F100 ignition switch wiring diagram, including
detailed explanations of wiring colors, terminal functions, and common wiring configurations. Whether you are
an experienced mechanic or a classic truck enthusiast, having a clear grasp of the ignition switch wiring layout
will simplify repairs and modifications.

This guide also covers the role of the ignition switch within the broader electrical system and offers tips for
testing and replacing the ignition switch safely. Additionally, it discusses wiring variations that may be
present due to factory options or aftermarket modifications. By the end of this article, readers will have a
thorough understanding of how the 1970 Ford F100 ignition switch wiring system operates, helping to ensure
reliable vehicle performance.
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Understanding the Ignition Switch in the 1970 Ford F100

The ignition switch in the 1970 Ford F100 is a crucial component that controls the flow of electrical power
to various circuits in the truck, including the starter motor, ignition system, and accessories. It serves as the
primary interface for starting the engine and enabling electrical systems to operate when the key is turned. The
switch typically has four main positions: Off, Accessory, Run, and Start.

In the Off position, most electrical circuits are disconnected to prevent battery drain. The Accessory position
allows power to run to radios and other accessories without starting the engine. The Run position powers the
ignition system and fuel pumps, enabling the engine to run. The Start position engages the starter motor to
crank the engine. Understanding these positions is essential when interpreting the wiring diagram for the ignition
switch.

Role in the Vehicle’s Electrical System

The ignition switch acts as a central hub for electrical power distribution to critical systems. It sends power
to the starter solenoid to initiate engine cranking, energizes the ignition coil to produce the spark needed for
combustion, and supplies current to various accessories depending on the switch position. Correct wiring and
operation of the ignition switch ensure that the vehicle starts reliably and that electrical components
function as intended.

Key Components Connected to the Ignition Switch

The ignition switch wiring interacts with several components, including:



Starter solenoid

Ignition coil

Fuse box and circuit breakers

Accessory circuits such as the radio and dashboard instruments

Battery and alternator system

Detailed Wiring Diagram Overview

The 1970 Ford F100 ignition switch wiring diagram illustrates the connections between the ignition switch
terminals and the various electrical components within the vehicle. The diagram helps identify which wires
correspond to each function and how power flows through the switch in different key positions.

Typically, the wiring diagram will show the ignition switch with labeled terminals such as BAT (battery), IGN
(ignition), ACC (accessory), and ST (start). Each terminal connects to a specific circuit to control power
distribution based on the position of the ignition key.

Typical Wiring Connections

The standard wiring connections for the ignition switch terminals in the 1970 Ford F100 are as follows:

BAT (Battery): Connected directly to the battery or a constant power source to supply voltage to
the switch.

IGN (Ignition): Powers the ignition coil and other engine control components when the key is in the Run
position.

ACC (Accessory): Powers accessories such as the radio or windshield wipers when the key is in the
Accessory or Run positions.

ST (Start): Sends power to the starter solenoid only when the key is turned to the Start position.

Diagram Interpretation Tips

When reading the 1970 Ford F100 ignition switch wiring diagram, it is important to note the wire colors and
terminal labels. The diagram often uses standardized color codes that aid in identifying each wire’s function.
Understanding the flow of current through the switch in each key position allows for effective
troubleshooting and repair.

Wiring Color Codes and Terminal Functions

Ford used specific wiring color codes for the ignition switch circuits in the 1970 F100. Recognizing these color
codes is vital for accurate wiring and diagnostics. The following section outlines common wire colors and
their corresponding functions linked to the ignition switch.



Common Wire Colors

Red: Battery power feed, constant 12 volts

Pink or Light Red: Ignition feed to ignition coil and ignition system

Brown or Light Brown: Accessory power feed for radios and other accessories

Yellow: Starter solenoid wire, energizes the starter motor during cranking

Terminal Functions Explained

Each terminal on the ignition switch corresponds to a specific electrical function:

Battery (BAT): Supplies continuous voltage to the ignition switch from the battery.1.

Ignition (IGN): Outputs voltage to the ignition system and other essential circuits when the key is in Run2.
or Start.

Accessory (ACC): Provides power to accessories only in the Accessory and Run positions.3.

Start (ST): Activates the starter solenoid circuit during engine cranking.4.

Common Issues and Troubleshooting Tips

Ignition switch wiring problems in the 1970 Ford F100 can cause a variety of symptoms, such as failure to
start, intermittent loss of power, or electrical accessories not functioning properly. Understanding common
issues and how to troubleshoot them using the wiring diagram can save time and effort.

Symptom-Based Diagnosis

Below is a list of common symptoms related to ignition switch wiring issues:

Engine does not crank or start when the key is turned to Start

Electrical accessories fail to operate in the Accessory or Run positions

Intermittent loss of ignition power causing engine stalling

Burnt or melted wires near the ignition switch

Troubleshooting Steps

When diagnosing ignition switch wiring problems, consider the following approach:

Inspect the wiring harness for damaged or corroded wires.1.



Check all terminal connections at the ignition switch for tightness and cleanliness.2.

Use a multimeter to verify voltage at the BAT terminal and continuity through the IGN, ACC, and ST3.
terminals in their respective switch positions.

Test the starter solenoid and ignition coil circuits to ensure proper power delivery.4.

Replace the ignition switch if internal contacts are faulty or if the switch fails electrical tests.5.

Testing and Replacing the Ignition Switch

Testing and replacing the ignition switch in a 1970 Ford F100 involves understanding the wiring diagram to
correctly identify terminals and ensure safe handling of electrical components. Proper testing confirms whether
the switch is the source of electrical issues before replacement.

Testing Procedure

Follow these steps to test the ignition switch functionality:

Disconnect the battery to prevent electrical shorts.1.

Locate and identify the ignition switch terminals using the wiring diagram.2.

Reconnect the battery and use a multimeter to check for voltage at the BAT terminal.3.

Turn the key to the Accessory position and measure voltage at the ACC terminal.4.

Turn the key to the Run position and check voltage at the IGN terminal.5.

Turn the key to Start and measure voltage at the ST terminal, confirming the starter circuit is6.
energized.

If any terminals fail to show voltage in their designated key positions, the ignition switch may be7.
defective.

Replacement Tips

When replacing the ignition switch, consider the following best practices:

Purchase a switch compatible with the 1970 Ford F100 model to ensure proper fit and function.

Disconnect the battery before removal to avoid electrical hazards.

Label all wires before disconnecting to maintain correct wiring during reinstallation.

Inspect wiring harness and connectors for wear or damage and repair as needed.

Test the new switch thoroughly before reassembling the dashboard or steering column.



Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find a 1970 Ford F100 ignition switch wiring diagram?

You can find a 1970 Ford F100 ignition switch wiring diagram in the vehicle's service manual, classic Ford
forums, or automotive wiring diagram websites such as AutoZone or RepairManual.com.

What wires are connected to the ignition switch on a 1970 Ford F100?

Typically, the ignition switch on a 1970 Ford F100 has connections for battery power (usually red),
accessory power, ignition power (often brown or pink), and starter wire (usually purple). It's best to verify
with a specific wiring diagram for accuracy.

How do I troubleshoot the ignition switch wiring on my 1970 Ford F100?

To troubleshoot, first check for loose or corroded connections at the ignition switch. Use a multimeter to
test for power at the switch terminals when the key is turned. Refer to the wiring diagram to identify correct
wire functions.

Can I replace the ignition switch wiring on a 1970 Ford F100 myself?

Yes, if you have basic automotive wiring knowledge and tools, you can replace or repair the ignition switch
wiring. Make sure to disconnect the battery before starting and use the correct wiring diagram to ensure proper
connections.

Are the ignition switch wiring colors standardized on a 1970 Ford F100?

While Ford used some standardized wire colors, there can be variations due to previous repairs or
modifications. Generally, red is battery power, brown is ignition, purple is starter, but always confirm with a
wiring diagram.

What is the function of the purple wire in the 1970 Ford F100 ignition
switch wiring?

In the 1970 Ford F100 ignition switch wiring, the purple wire typically carries the signal from the ignition
switch to the starter solenoid to engage the starter motor.

Does the 1970 Ford F100 ignition switch wiring include a wire for
accessories?

Yes, the ignition switch wiring includes an accessory wire that powers components like the radio and windshield
wipers when the key is in the accessory position.

How do I test the ignition switch wiring on a 1970 Ford F100 for
continuity?

Using a multimeter set to continuity mode, disconnect the ignition switch wiring and check for continuity
between the battery terminal and the accessory, ignition, and starter terminals as you turn the key through its
positions, referencing the wiring diagram.



Are there any common issues with the ignition switch wiring on a 1970 Ford
F100?

Common issues include worn or corroded connectors, broken wires, and faulty ignition switches causing
intermittent starting problems or loss of power to accessories.

Additional Resources
1. 1970 Ford F100 Restoration Guide
This comprehensive guide covers all aspects of restoring a 1970 Ford F100, including detailed wiring diagrams
for the ignition switch. It offers step-by-step instructions, tips on sourcing parts, and troubleshooting
common electrical issues. Perfect for both beginners and experienced restorers looking to bring their classic
truck back to life.

2. Classic Ford Truck Electrical Systems
Focused on the electrical systems of classic Ford trucks, this book delves into wiring schematics, including
those for the 1970 F100 ignition switch. It explains circuit layouts, component functions, and wiring repair
techniques. Readers will gain a solid understanding of how to maintain and upgrade their truck’s electrical
system.

3. Ford F-Series Pickup Trucks: 1967-1972
This historical and technical manual provides detailed information on Ford F-Series pickups from 1967 to
1972. Among its many topics, it includes wiring diagrams for ignition systems and other electrical components.
The book is an excellent resource for owners seeking to restore or modify their vintage F100.

4. Wiring Diagrams for Vintage Vehicles
A collection of wiring diagrams for various classic vehicles, including the 1970 Ford F100 ignition switch.
This reference book helps users identify wiring colors, connectors, and circuit paths. It is a valuable tool for
diagnosing electrical problems and making accurate repairs on vintage trucks.

5. The Complete Ford Truck Electrical Repair Manual
This manual covers the electrical systems of Ford trucks extensively, with specific sections dedicated to
ignition switch wiring for models like the 1970 F100. It includes troubleshooting guides, wiring diagrams, and
tips for upgrading electrical components. Ideal for mechanics and DIY enthusiasts working on classic Ford
trucks.

6. Ford F100 Owner’s Workshop Manual
An owner-focused manual that provides maintenance, repair, and wiring information for the Ford F100 series,
including the 1970 model. The ignition switch wiring diagram is clearly illustrated, making it easier to
understand and service. It’s a handy reference for daily upkeep and minor electrical repairs.

7. Restoring Classic Fords: Electrical Systems
This book offers an in-depth look at restoring electrical systems on classic Ford vehicles, with a focus on
trucks like the 1970 F100. It explains the original wiring layouts, common issues, and how to update wiring
for safety and reliability. Enthusiasts will find practical advice and detailed diagrams throughout.

8. Automotive Wiring Simplified: Classic Trucks Edition
A user-friendly guide to automotive wiring, tailored for classic trucks including the 1970 Ford F100. It
breaks down complex wiring diagrams, including ignition switch circuits, into easy-to-understand instructions.
The book is perfect for anyone wanting to learn or improve their wiring skills on vintage vehicles.

9. Ford F100 Electrical Troubleshooting Handbook
This troubleshooting handbook focuses on diagnosing and fixing electrical problems in Ford F100 trucks from
the late 1960s and early 1970s. It features detailed ignition switch wiring diagrams and step-by-step
diagnostic procedures. The book is an invaluable resource for mechanics and restorers aiming for accurate
electrical repairs.
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