1986 chevy truck headlight switch wiring
diagram

1986 chevy truck headlight switch wiring diagram is an essential reference for anyone working
on the electrical system of a classic Chevy truck from that year. Understanding the wiring layout for
the headlight switch is crucial for troubleshooting, repairs, and custom modifications. This article
provides a comprehensive guide to the 1986 Chevy truck headlight switch wiring diagram, detailing
the components involved, wire color codes, and step-by-step wiring instructions. Additionally, it
covers common issues related to the headlight switch wiring and best practices for maintenance and
upgrades. Whether you are a professional mechanic or a DIY enthusiast, this detailed overview will
help ensure proper functionality and safety of your truck’s lighting system. The following sections
will break down the wiring diagram, explain each connection, and offer helpful tips for effective
wiring management.
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Understanding the 1986 Chevy Truck Headlight Switch
Wiring Diagram

The 1986 Chevy truck headlight switch wiring diagram illustrates the electrical connections and
pathways for the headlight switch system. This diagram is a critical tool for identifying how power
flows from the battery through the switch to the headlights, parking lights, dashboard lights, and
other related circuits. The wiring diagram not only shows the physical connections but also specifies
the wire colors and terminal designations. This understanding helps ensure the correct installation,
replacement, or repair of the headlight switch and associated wiring harness. Accurate
interpretation of the wiring diagram is fundamental to maintaining the truck’s lighting functionality
and preventing electrical faults.

Purpose of the Wiring Diagram

The wiring diagram serves as a blueprint for technicians and enthusiasts to trace electrical paths,
diagnose faults, and perform modifications. It clearly maps out the relationship between the
headlight switch, fuse panel, dimmer switch, and the headlights themselves. By following the
diagram, one can verify continuity, check for shorts or breaks in wiring, and confirm the correct



operation of the lighting system. It is indispensable for both preventive maintenance and corrective
repairs.

Components Illustrated in the Diagram

The wiring diagram includes several key components related to the headlight system:

e Headlight switch

» Fuse block and fuses

e Dimmer switch

e Headlights (high beam and low beam)
e Parking lights and dash illumination

e Ground connections

Key Components and Wire Color Codes

Identifying the correct wire colors and components is vital when working with the 1986 Chevy truck
headlight switch wiring diagram. The wires are color-coded to simplify diagnosis and installation.
Knowing which wire corresponds to each function prevents miswiring and potential damage to the
electrical system.

Common Wire Colors and Their Functions

The following are typical wire colors found in the 1986 Chevy truck headlight switch wiring harness
and their respective functions:

e Black: Ground wires, connecting various components to the chassis ground.

¢ Red: Constant 12V power source from the battery or fuse panel.

e Brown: Headlight switch output to the parking lights and instrument panel lights.

¢ Yellow: Power feed to the low beam headlights.

e Dark Blue: Power feed to the high beam headlights via the dimmer switch.

e Light Green: Illumination circuit for the headlight switch and instrument cluster lighting.

e Orange: Accessory power or switched power sources related to lighting circuits.



Major Components Overview

Each component plays a specific role in the headlight system:

e Headlight Switch: Controls the activation of headlights, parking lights, and dash lights.

e Dimmer Switch: Switches between high beam and low beam headlights.

e Fuse Panel: Protects the lighting circuits from electrical overloads.

¢ Headlights: Illuminate the road ahead, consisting of separate filaments for high and low

beams.

Step-by-Step Wiring Instructions

Rewiring or repairing the 1986 Chevy truck headlight switch requires following a methodical
approach based on the wiring diagram. The process involves identifying each wire, making secure
connections, and verifying proper operation. The step-by-step instructions below guide through the
installation or troubleshooting of the headlight switch wiring.

Preparation and Safety

Before starting any wiring work, disconnect the truck’s battery to prevent electrical shocks or
shorts. Gather necessary tools such as wire strippers, crimping tools, electrical tape, and a
multimeter. Consult the wiring diagram to ensure correct identification of wire colors and terminal
points.

Wiring Procedure

1.

2.

Locate the factory headlight switch connector and inspect it for damage or corrosion.

Connect the red wire from the fuse panel to the power input terminal on the headlight switch.

. Attach the brown wire to the headlight switch output terminal that powers the parking lights

and instrument panel lights.

Run the yellow wire from the headlight switch output to the input of the dimmer switch for the
low beam circuit.

Connect the dark blue wire from the dimmer switch output to the high beam headlights.

Ensure the black ground wires are properly connected to the chassis ground points.



7. Connect the light green wire to the headlight switch illumination terminal and instrument
cluster lighting circuits.

8. Double-check all connections for security and absence of exposed conductors.

9. Reconnect the battery and test the headlight switch functions, including parking lights, low
beams, and high beams.

Common Problems and Troubleshooting Tips

Issues with the headlight switch wiring in a 1986 Chevy truck can manifest as headlights not turning
on, flickering, or only one beam functioning. Understanding common wiring problems helps in
effective diagnosis and resolution.

Common Wiring Issues

e Corroded or damaged connectors: Moisture and age can corrode terminals, causing poor
electrical contact.

¢ Broken wires: Wires may become brittle and break due to vibration or previous repairs.

e Faulty headlight switch: Internal switch contacts may wear out, preventing proper circuit
completion.

e Blown fuses: Overloads or shorts in the lighting circuit can blow fuses, interrupting power
flow.

¢ Grounding issues: Poor ground connections cause flickering or dim lighting.

Troubleshooting Process

Use a systematic approach to identify the problem:

1. Check all fuses related to the headlight circuit and replace any blown fuses.

2. Inspect the headlight switch connector and wiring harness for visible damage or corrosion.

w

. Test for power at the headlight switch input terminal with a multimeter.
4. Verify continuity of wires from the switch to the dimmer switch and headlights.

5. Test the dimmer switch for proper operation and replace if faulty.



6. Ensure all ground connections are clean, tight, and free of rust or paint.

Maintenance and Upgrades for Headlight Switch
Wiring
Maintaining the headlight switch wiring and considering upgrades can enhance reliability and

lighting performance in the 1986 Chevy truck. Proper upkeep prevents electrical failures and
improves safety during night driving.

Routine Maintenance Tips

Regular inspection and cleaning are key to maintaining the wiring system:

e Inspect wiring harnesses annually for cracks, frays, or corrosion.

e Clean connectors with electrical contact cleaner to ensure good conductivity.
e Apply dielectric grease to connectors to prevent moisture intrusion.

e Check fuse panel and replace any worn or loose fuses.

e Tighten ground connections to avoid intermittent electrical issues.

Upgrading the Wiring System

To improve the lighting system, consider these upgrades:
e Install a modern headlight switch with improved reliability and enhanced illumination control.
e Upgrade to sealed connectors and higher gauge wiring for better durability.

¢ Add relays to the headlight circuit to reduce switch load and improve voltage to the
headlights.

e Use LED bulbs compatible with the factory wiring to improve brightness and energy efficiency.

Frequently Asked Questions



Where can I find a wiring diagram for the headlight switch on
a 1986 Chevy truck?

You can find the wiring diagram in the 1986 Chevy truck factory service manual, or through online
automotive forums and websites specializing in Chevy truck repairs.

What colors are the wires connected to the headlight switch
on a 1986 Chevy truck?

Typically, the headlight switch wiring includes colors like black (ground), red (power), yellow
(parking lights), and white or blue (headlights), but verifying with a specific wiring diagram for the
1986 Chevy truck is recommended.

How do I troubleshoot a faulty headlight switch wiring on a
1986 Chevy truck?

Start by checking for continuity in the wiring harness with a multimeter, inspect for corrosion or
damaged wires at the switch connector, and verify the switch operation using the wiring diagram for
correct voltage at each terminal.

Is the 1986 Chevy truck headlight switch wiring compatible
with newer Chevy models?

No, wiring configurations can differ between model years. It is important to use the correct wiring
diagram for the 1986 Chevy truck to avoid compatibility issues.

Can I replace the 1986 Chevy truck headlight switch without
rewiring?

Yes, if the replacement switch is designed for the 1986 Chevy truck and matches the original
connector pin configuration, it can be swapped without rewiring.

What is the function of each terminal on the 1986 Chevy truck
headlight switch?

Each terminal corresponds to different lighting circuits such as battery input, parking lights,
headlights, and dash illumination. The exact terminal functions can be identified using the specific
wiring diagram for the 1986 Chevy truck headlight switch.

Are there any common issues with the headlight switch wiring
in 1986 Chevy trucks?

Common issues include corrosion at connectors, broken or frayed wires, and worn switch contacts
causing intermittent or non-functioning headlights.



How do I wire an aftermarket headlight switch on a 1986
Chevy truck?

Consult the aftermarket switch instructions along with the 1986 Chevy truck wiring diagram to
match the appropriate wires for power, ground, and lighting outputs to ensure proper installation.

Does the 1986 Chevy truck headlight switch wiring include a
dimmer function?

Yes, the wiring setup typically integrates with a dimmer switch for dashboard and instrument panel
lighting, controlled through additional wiring connected to the headlight switch.

Additional Resources

1. Chevrolet Truck Electrical Systems: A Comprehensive Guide

This book provides an in-depth look at the electrical systems found in Chevrolet trucks, including
wiring diagrams, troubleshooting tips, and repair techniques. It covers models from the 1970s
through the 1990s, making it a valuable resource for owners of 1986 Chevy trucks. Detailed
illustrations help readers understand complex circuits and replace or repair components like
headlight switches with confidence.

2. Classic Chevy Truck Restoration: Electrical and Wiring Essentials

Focusing on the restoration of classic Chevy trucks, this guide emphasizes proper electrical system
maintenance and wiring. It includes detailed wiring diagrams and step-by-step instructions for
common repairs, such as headlight switch replacements and upgrades. The book is ideal for
hobbyists who want to preserve the originality of their 1986 Chevy trucks while ensuring electrical
reliability.

3. Automotive Wiring and Electrical Systems

This comprehensive textbook covers the fundamentals of automotive wiring and electrical systems
across various makes and models. With clear explanations and diagrams, it helps readers grasp how
components like headlight switches are integrated into vehicle circuits. The book is suited for both
beginners and experienced mechanics working on vehicles like the 1986 Chevy truck.

4. Chevy Truck Wiring Diagrams: 1973-1987

A specialized manual that compiles wiring diagrams for Chevy trucks from 1973 through 1987, this
book includes detailed schematics for the headlight switch and related electrical components. It
provides accurate, factory-correct wiring layouts to assist in diagnostics, repairs, and custom
modifications. This resource is indispensable for anyone working on the electrical systems of a 1986
Chevy truck.

5. The Complete Guide to Chevrolet Headlight Systems

Dedicated to Chevrolet headlight systems, this book explores the design, function, and repair of
headlights and their controls. It covers a range of Chevy models, with specific sections on the
headlight switch wiring for trucks of the mid-1980s. Readers will find troubleshooting advice, wiring
diagrams, and upgrade options to enhance lighting performance.

6. How to Diagnose and Repair Automotive Electrical Systems



This practical guide teaches readers how to identify and fix electrical problems in vehicles, including
Chevy trucks. It offers diagnostic procedures and wiring diagrams that help isolate issues with
switches, wiring harnesses, and lighting circuits. The book is particularly useful for understanding
and repairing the headlight switch wiring in a 1986 Chevy truck.

7. Chevrolet Truck Electrical Troubleshooting Handbook

This handbook provides step-by-step troubleshooting methods for electrical problems in Chevrolet
trucks. It includes detailed wiring diagrams and diagnostic flowcharts for systems like the headlight
switch, making it easier to find faults and perform repairs. Ideal for mechanics and DIYers, it covers
models relevant to the 1986 Chevy truck.

8. Wiring and Electrical Systems for Classic Trucks

Designed for enthusiasts restoring classic trucks, this book covers wiring techniques, common
electrical issues, and component functions. It features wiring diagrams for various systems,
including the headlight switch, tailored to trucks from the 1980s era. The guide helps readers
maintain original wiring integrity while upgrading for modern reliability.

9. Step-by-Step Chevy Truck Electrical Repairs

This instructional book breaks down common electrical repairs on Chevy trucks into easy-to-follow
steps. It includes detailed explanations and diagrams for repairing or replacing headlight switches
and associated wiring. Perfect for both beginners and seasoned mechanics, the book covers models
including the 1986 Chevy truck, ensuring practical knowledge for maintaining and restoring vehicle
electrical systems.
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