
1987 chevy truck wiring diagram
1987 chevy truck wiring diagram is an essential resource for anyone involved
in the maintenance, repair, or restoration of this classic vehicle.
Understanding the wiring layout and electrical connections of the 1987 Chevy
truck can save time, reduce errors, and ensure the vehicle's electrical
system operates safely and efficiently. This article provides a detailed
guide to the wiring diagram of the 1987 Chevy truck, outlining its key
components, wiring harness locations, and troubleshooting tips. It also
discusses the significance of accurate wiring diagrams for diagnosing
electrical issues and upgrading or modifying the truck’s electrical system.
Whether for professional mechanics or DIY enthusiasts, having comprehensive
knowledge of the 1987 Chevy truck wiring diagram is invaluable. The following
sections will delve into the main aspects of this topic.

Understanding the 1987 Chevy Truck Wiring Diagram

Key Electrical Components and Their Wiring

Wiring Harness Locations and Color Codes

Common Electrical Issues and Troubleshooting

Using the Wiring Diagram for Repairs and Modifications

Understanding the 1987 Chevy Truck Wiring
Diagram
The 1987 Chevy truck wiring diagram is a detailed schematic that illustrates
the electrical system of the vehicle, including power sources, grounds,
connections, and the routing of wires between components. It serves as a
blueprint for technicians to understand how electricity flows through the
truck’s systems, from the battery and alternator to lights, switches, and
sensors. The diagram typically includes symbols representing electrical
parts, wire colors, and connector pinouts. Familiarity with this diagram is
crucial for diagnosing electrical faults, performing repairs, or upgrading
the electrical system on the 1987 Chevy truck.

Purpose and Importance of Wiring Diagrams
Wiring diagrams provide a visual representation of the electrical circuits,
making it easier to identify wire paths and component relationships. For 1987
Chevy trucks, these diagrams help clarify complex wiring layouts, illustrate
fuse and relay locations, and guide the repair or replacement of damaged



wiring. Using the correct wiring diagram ensures that wiring repairs maintain
vehicle safety standards and functionality.

Types of Wiring Diagrams Available
Several wiring diagrams are available for the 1987 Chevy truck, including:

Schematic Diagrams: Show the electrical relationships and circuit
connections.

Connector Pinout Diagrams: Detail the pin configuration of electrical
connectors.

Component Location Diagrams: Indicate where wiring harnesses and major
components are physically located.

Color Code Charts: Provide wire color specifications for easy
identification.

Key Electrical Components and Their Wiring
The 1987 Chevy truck wiring diagram covers numerous electrical components
critical to the truck’s operation. These components include the ignition
system, lighting system, charging system, and various sensors and switches.
Understanding each component’s wiring ensures proper functionality and
simplifies troubleshooting in case of electrical malfunctions.

Ignition System Wiring
The ignition system wiring in the 1987 Chevy truck controls the flow of
electricity to start the engine and maintain its operation. It involves the
ignition switch, ignition coil, distributor, and related sensors. The wiring
diagram shows how power is supplied from the battery to the ignition switch
and then distributed to other ignition components.

Lighting System Wiring
The lighting system includes headlights, taillights, brake lights, turn
signals, and interior lights. The wiring diagram details the circuits
controlling these lights, including switch connections, fuse boxes, and
grounding points. Proper wiring is essential for ensuring that all lights
function correctly and comply with safety regulations.



Charging and Starting System Wiring
The charging system comprises the alternator, voltage regulator, and battery,
with wiring that maintains battery charge during engine operation. The
starting system wiring connects the starter motor to the ignition switch and
battery, enabling engine cranking. Accurate wiring ensures reliable starting
and battery charging.

Wiring Harness Locations and Color Codes
The wiring harness is a bundled set of wires that routes electrical power and
signals throughout the 1987 Chevy truck. Knowing the location of wiring
harnesses and understanding the associated color codes is vital for efficient
troubleshooting and repair.

Typical Wiring Harness Locations
Wiring harnesses in the 1987 Chevy truck are strategically routed for
protection and accessibility. Common locations include:

Engine compartment harness – connects engine components and sensors.

Dashboard harness – connects instrument cluster, switches, and controls.

Cab harness – handles interior electrical components, including lighting
and accessory outlets.

Tail harness – powers rear lights and trailer connections.

Wire Color Codes and Their Meanings
Wire color coding helps identify the purpose and routing of wires. The 1987
Chevy truck wiring diagram uses standardized color codes such as:

Red – Battery positive or power supply.

Black – Ground or negative connection.

Yellow – Ignition circuit wires.

Green – Lighting system wires.

Blue – Accessory circuits.



Understanding these color codes helps prevent incorrect connections and
facilitates faster repairs.

Common Electrical Issues and Troubleshooting
Electrical problems in the 1987 Chevy truck are often related to wiring
faults such as shorts, open circuits, or corroded connections. Using the
wiring diagram as a reference can help pinpoint these issues effectively.

Identifying Wiring Faults
Common signs of wiring issues include flickering lights, failure to start,
blown fuses, and malfunctioning gauges. The wiring diagram assists in tracing
wires between components to test continuity and voltage levels with
diagnostic tools like a multimeter.

Steps for Troubleshooting Electrical Problems
A systematic approach to troubleshooting includes:

Consulting the 1987 Chevy truck wiring diagram to understand circuit1.
layout.

Inspecting wiring harnesses and connectors for visible damage or2.
corrosion.

Testing wires for continuity and proper voltage using a multimeter.3.

Checking fuses and relays related to the affected circuit.4.

Repairing or replacing damaged wiring or components as indicated.5.

Using the Wiring Diagram for Repairs and
Modifications
The 1987 Chevy truck wiring diagram is an indispensable tool for performing
electrical repairs and making modifications. Whether replacing a faulty wire,
installing aftermarket accessories, or upgrading lighting systems, the wiring
diagram provides the necessary guidance to maintain vehicle integrity.



Repairing Electrical Systems
When repairing electrical systems, the wiring diagram allows technicians to
locate the exact wire or connector associated with the malfunctioning
component. This precision reduces guesswork and prevents further damage,
ensuring repairs are conducted efficiently and correctly.

Modifying and Upgrading Electrical Components
For aftermarket modifications such as adding modern lighting, audio systems,
or electronic control units, the wiring diagram helps integrate new
components without compromising the original wiring. It also assists in
identifying suitable power sources, grounding points, and switch connections.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find a wiring diagram for a 1987 Chevy
truck?
You can find a wiring diagram for a 1987 Chevy truck in the factory service
manual, online automotive forums, or websites specializing in vintage Chevy
trucks such as ClassicChevyTrucks.com.

What are the main components shown in a 1987 Chevy
truck wiring diagram?
A 1987 Chevy truck wiring diagram typically includes components like the
ignition system, lighting, charging system, starter circuit, fuel pump
wiring, and dashboard instrumentation connections.

How do I read the wiring diagram for a 1987 Chevy
truck?
To read the wiring diagram, start by identifying symbols and wire colors,
then follow the path from the power source to the component, noting
connections, grounds, and any switches or relays in the circuit.

Can I use a wiring diagram from a different model
year Chevy truck for my 1987 truck?
While some wiring diagrams from adjacent model years may be similar, it is
best to use the exact 1987 Chevy truck diagram to avoid differences in wiring
color codes, connectors, or electrical components.



Are there any common wiring issues shown in the 1987
Chevy truck wiring diagram I should watch out for?
Common issues include corrosion in connectors, faulty ground wires, and
breaks in the wiring harness, especially around the engine bay and under the
dashboard as indicated in the wiring diagram.

Additional Resources
1. Chevy Truck Wiring Diagrams: 1980-1990
This comprehensive guide covers wiring diagrams for Chevy trucks produced
from 1980 to 1990, including the 1987 models. It provides detailed schematics
and step-by-step instructions for troubleshooting electrical issues. Perfect
for mechanics and DIY enthusiasts looking to maintain or restore classic
Chevy trucks.

2. Classic Chevy Truck Electrical Systems
Focusing on the electrical components of classic Chevy trucks, this book
delves into wiring layouts, common faults, and repair techniques. It features
clear illustrations and practical tips tailored for the 1987 Chevy truck
series. Readers will gain a solid understanding of how to diagnose and fix
electrical problems efficiently.

3. The Complete Guide to Chevy Pickup Wiring
An all-encompassing resource for wiring Chevy pickup trucks, this book
includes detailed diagrams for models like the 1987 Chevy truck. It covers
everything from battery connections to lighting circuits, helping users
upgrade or restore their vehicle’s electrical systems. The guide is user-
friendly for both beginners and experienced technicians.

4. 1987 Chevy Truck Factory Service Manual: Electrical Section
This manual provides the factory-approved electrical wiring diagrams and
service procedures for the 1987 Chevy truck. It is ideal for professionals
seeking authentic and precise information directly from the manufacturer. The
book includes troubleshooting charts and connector pin layouts to assist in
complex repairs.

5. Wiring and Electrical Troubleshooting for Chevy Trucks
Designed to help diagnose and repair electrical issues, this book offers in-
depth explanations of wiring harnesses and components in Chevy trucks,
including the 1987 models. It features real-world examples and case studies
to guide readers through common electrical failures. The text emphasizes
safety and best repair practices.

6. Restoring Your 1987 Chevy Truck: Electrical Systems
This restoration-focused guide details the electrical wiring and component
replacement strategies specific to the 1987 Chevy truck. It includes wiring
diagrams, parts lists, and tips for sourcing period-correct components.
Enthusiasts will find valuable advice for bringing their trucks back to



original condition.

7. Automotive Wiring Diagrams: Chevy Trucks 1980s Edition
Covering Chevy trucks throughout the 1980s, this book provides clear and
accurate wiring diagrams essential for repair and restoration projects. The
1987 Chevy truck wiring layouts are highlighted with notes on circuit
functions and connector types. It serves as a handy reference for technicians
working on vintage Chevy vehicles.

8. Electrical System Fundamentals for Chevy Trucks
This book lays the groundwork for understanding Chevy truck electrical
systems, with sections dedicated to the 1987 models. It explains wiring
principles, component operation, and diagnostic techniques in an accessible
manner. Readers will develop the skills needed to maintain and troubleshoot
their truck’s wiring effectively.

9. Chevy Truck Wiring Harness Repair and Maintenance
Focused on the wiring harnesses of Chevy trucks, this book teaches readers
how to identify, repair, and maintain harnesses in vehicles like the 1987
Chevy truck. It includes step-by-step repair guides, connector
identification, and tips on preventing common wiring issues. Ideal for those
looking to extend the life of their truck’s electrical system.
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