
become a substitute teacher illinois
become a substitute teacher illinois is an excellent opportunity for individuals looking to enter
the education field or seeking flexible work schedules. Illinois offers various pathways for those
interested in working as substitute teachers, catering to diverse backgrounds and qualifications.
This article provides a comprehensive overview of the requirements, application process,
responsibilities, and benefits of becoming a substitute teacher in Illinois. Understanding the
necessary certifications, background checks, and district-specific procedures is crucial for a smooth
transition into this role. Additionally, exploring tips for success and common challenges will help
prospective substitutes prepare effectively. The following sections will guide readers through each
critical aspect of the substitute teaching profession in Illinois.

Requirements to Become a Substitute Teacher in Illinois

Application and Certification Process

Roles and Responsibilities of Substitute Teachers

Work Environment and Opportunities

Challenges and Tips for Success

Requirements to Become a Substitute Teacher in
Illinois
To become a substitute teacher in Illinois, candidates must meet specific educational and legal
requirements. The state has established guidelines to ensure that substitute teachers are qualified to
manage classrooms effectively and support student learning. These requirements vary slightly
depending on the school district and the type of substitute teaching position.

Educational Qualifications
Illinois typically requires substitute teachers to have at least a high school diploma or GED.
However, many districts prefer or require candidates to hold a bachelor's degree, especially for
long-term substitute positions. Some districts may also require completion of specific coursework or
training related to education.

Background Checks and Fingerprinting
All substitute teacher applicants in Illinois must undergo criminal background checks and
fingerprinting as part of the hiring process. This step ensures the safety and security of students in
the classroom. The Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) mandates these checks, which include a



fingerprint-based criminal history check through the Illinois State Police and the FBI.

Health and Immunization Requirements
In some cases, districts may require proof of immunizations or a health examination to prevent the
spread of communicable diseases in schools. It is important to verify these requirements with the
specific school district.

Application and Certification Process
The pathway to becoming a substitute teacher in Illinois involves completing an application process
and obtaining the necessary certifications. Understanding the steps involved can help candidates
navigate the system efficiently.

Substitute Teaching License
Illinois offers a Substitute Teaching License for individuals seeking to work as substitute teachers.
This license is typically valid for up to five years and requires meeting specific criteria, including
educational qualifications and background checks. The application for this license is submitted
through the Illinois State Board of Education.

District-Specific Application Procedures
After obtaining the Substitute Teaching License, candidates must apply to individual school districts
where they wish to work. Each district may have its own application forms, orientation sessions, and
additional requirements, such as training on district policies or classroom management.

Steps to Apply

Complete the Substitute Teaching License application through the ISBE website.1.

Submit fingerprints and complete the criminal background check.2.

Apply to one or more school districts and complete their application requirements.3.

Attend any required training or orientation sessions.4.

Receive confirmation from the district and begin substitute teaching assignments.5.



Roles and Responsibilities of Substitute Teachers
Understanding the duties of a substitute teacher helps candidates prepare for the role and meet
expectations effectively. Substitute teachers play a crucial role in maintaining continuity of
instruction when the regular teacher is absent.

Classroom Management
Substitute teachers are responsible for managing the classroom environment, maintaining
discipline, and ensuring that students follow school rules. Effective classroom management skills are
essential to create a productive learning atmosphere.

Instruction Delivery
Substitutes are expected to follow lesson plans left by the regular teacher or to facilitate activities
aligned with the curriculum. They may need to adapt instructions to meet the needs of the students
and ensure that learning objectives are met.

Student Supervision and Safety
In addition to instructional duties, substitute teachers supervise students during lunch, recess, and
transitions between classes. Ensuring student safety and adhering to school policies are
fundamental responsibilities.

Work Environment and Opportunities
The work environment for substitute teachers in Illinois varies depending on the school district,
grade level, and assignment duration. Substitute teaching can offer a flexible schedule and exposure
to diverse educational settings.

Types of Assignments
Substitute teachers may be called upon for day-to-day short-term assignments or long-term
placements lasting several weeks or months. Assignments can range from elementary to high school
levels, each with distinct challenges and rewards.

Work Schedule and Flexibility
One of the benefits of substitute teaching is the ability to choose assignments that fit personal
schedules. Some substitutes work full-time, while others prefer part-time or occasional assignments
for supplemental income.



Professional Development and Networking
Substitute teaching offers opportunities to gain classroom experience, build professional networks,
and explore different grade levels and subjects. This experience can be valuable for those
considering a full-time teaching career.

Challenges and Tips for Success
While substitute teaching in Illinois can be rewarding, it also presents certain challenges. Being
prepared to address these challenges can contribute to a successful substitute teaching experience.

Common Challenges

Adapting to different classroom environments and student needs.

Managing classroom behavior without prior relationships with students.

Navigating varying expectations from different schools and teachers.

Securing consistent assignments due to competition or limited availability.

Tips for Effective Substitute Teaching

Arrive early to review lesson plans and prepare the classroom.

Establish clear rules and routines from the beginning.

Maintain professionalism and communicate effectively with students and staff.

Be flexible and adaptable to handle unexpected situations.

Seek feedback and continuously improve instructional and management techniques.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic requirements to become a substitute
teacher in Illinois?
To become a substitute teacher in Illinois, you must have at least a high school diploma or GED.



Some districts may require some college coursework or a bachelor's degree. You also need to
complete a background check and obtain a Substitute Teaching License or an Emergency Substitute
Teaching License from the Illinois State Board of Education.

How do I apply for a Substitute Teaching License in Illinois?
You can apply for a Substitute Teaching License through the Illinois State Board of Education's
online portal. The application requires proof of education, a completed background check, and
payment of the application fee.

Is a teaching certificate required to become a substitute
teacher in Illinois?
No, a full teaching certificate is not required to be a substitute teacher in Illinois. However, you
must obtain a Substitute Teaching License or an Emergency Substitute Teaching License, which
have less stringent requirements than a full teaching certificate.

What is the difference between a Substitute Teaching License
and an Emergency Substitute Teaching License in Illinois?
A Substitute Teaching License allows you to substitute teach in any grade level and subject area,
whereas an Emergency Substitute Teaching License is limited to specific situations and typically
requires less education, such as a high school diploma. The Emergency license is often a temporary
solution for districts facing substitute shortages.

How long does it take to get a substitute teaching license in
Illinois?
The processing time for a substitute teaching license in Illinois can vary but typically takes 4 to 6
weeks after submitting a complete application and passing the background check.

Do I need to complete any training or professional
development to become a substitute teacher in Illinois?
While formal training is not always mandatory, many school districts in Illinois require or strongly
encourage substitute teachers to complete orientation or training sessions to familiarize themselves
with district policies and classroom management techniques.

Can I substitute teach in Illinois public schools if I live out of
state?
Yes, you can substitute teach in Illinois public schools if you meet the Illinois requirements and
obtain the appropriate Substitute Teaching License. However, you must have a valid Illinois license
and pass the required background checks.



Are there age restrictions for becoming a substitute teacher in
Illinois?
Yes, you must be at least 18 years old to become a substitute teacher in Illinois.

How much do substitute teachers typically earn in Illinois?
Substitute teacher pay in Illinois varies by district but typically ranges from $90 to $130 per day.
Some districts may offer higher pay for long-term assignments or for substitutes with more
experience or education.

Where can I find substitute teaching jobs in Illinois?
You can find substitute teaching jobs in Illinois by applying directly through individual school district
websites, job boards such as Indeed or TeachIllinois.com, or by contacting regional education
service centers that help place substitute teachers.

Additional Resources
1. Substitute Teaching in Illinois: A Comprehensive Guide
This book offers an in-depth overview of the requirements and responsibilities for substitute
teachers in Illinois. It covers state-specific certification processes, classroom management
strategies, and tips for effectively engaging students. Readers will also find advice on navigating the
school system and building a successful substitute teaching career.

2. Classroom Management Essentials for Substitute Teachers
Designed specifically for substitute teachers, this book provides practical techniques to maintain
order and foster a positive learning environment. It emphasizes strategies tailored for short-term
teaching assignments and offers solutions to common challenges faced by substitutes. The Illinois
context is included to help align with local school policies.

3. Illinois Substitute Teacher Handbook
This handbook is a valuable resource for anyone pursuing substitute teaching in Illinois. It outlines
state laws, certification requirements, and district-specific guidelines. Additionally, it features
sample lesson plans and tips for adapting to various grade levels and subjects.

4. Effective Teaching Strategies for Illinois Substitute Educators
Focused on enhancing teaching effectiveness, this book guides substitutes on lesson delivery,
student engagement, and assessment techniques. It includes advice on handling diverse classrooms
and meeting Illinois educational standards. The book also addresses professional conduct and
communication with permanent staff.

5. The Substitute Teacher's Survival Guide: Illinois Edition
This survival guide prepares substitutes for the unique challenges of Illinois classrooms. It offers
real-life scenarios, conflict resolution tips, and advice on building rapport with students and
teachers. The guide helps substitutes feel confident and prepared from their first day onward.

6. Getting Certified as a Substitute Teacher in Illinois
A step-by-step resource, this book details the certification process required by the Illinois State



Board of Education. It explains necessary qualifications, application procedures, and background
check requirements. The book also provides guidance on continuing education and maintaining
certification.

7. Engaging Students as an Illinois Substitute Teacher
This title focuses on techniques to motivate and engage students during substitute teaching
assignments. It highlights interactive activities and adaptable lesson plans suitable for various age
groups. The book also discusses cultural sensitivity and inclusivity within Illinois classrooms.

8. Legal and Ethical Considerations for Illinois Substitute Teachers
A crucial read for substitutes, this book covers the legal responsibilities and ethical standards
expected in Illinois schools. Topics include student privacy, mandated reporting, and professional
boundaries. It equips substitutes with knowledge to protect themselves and their students.

9. Building a Successful Substitute Teaching Career in Illinois
This book provides career advice for substitutes aiming to maximize their opportunities in Illinois. It
includes tips on networking with school districts, improving teaching skills, and exploring long-term
educational roles. Readers will find motivation and strategies to grow professionally in the substitute
teaching field.
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