
beginners guide elite dangerous

beginners guide elite dangerous offers an essential starting point for new commanders venturing into the vast
and immersive universe of Elite Dangerous. This comprehensive guide covers the fundamental aspects of gameplay,
including ship selection, navigation, combat, trading, and exploration. Understanding the game mechanics and
mastering basic controls are crucial for survival and success in this expansive space simulation. The guide
also outlines strategies for earning credits, upgrading equipment, and interacting with other players. Whether
you aim to become a feared bounty hunter, a skilled trader, or an intrepid explorer, this beginners guide elite
dangerous provides the knowledge needed to embark on your journey with confidence and purpose. Following
sections detail the core gameplay elements, tips for beginners, and advanced considerations to enhance the
overall experience.

Getting Started in Elite Dangerous

Understanding Ships and Equipment

Navigation and Exploration

Combat and Defense Strategies

Trading and Economy

Tips for Progression and Skill Development

Getting Started in Elite Dangerous

Starting your adventure in Elite Dangerous can be both exciting and overwhelming given its vast open-world
galaxy. The first step involves creating your commander profile and familiarizing yourself with the game's
interface and controls. The game places you in a cockpit of a spaceship, requiring you to learn piloting basics,
such as throttle control, flight assist, and using the Heads-Up Display (HUD).

Initial Tutorials and Missions

Elite Dangerous offers a series of tutorials designed to introduce beginners to essential gameplay mechanics,
including flying, docking, and combat basics. Completing these tutorials is recommended as they provide hands-
on experience and reward initial credits. After tutorials, early missions from mission boards allow players to
practice trading, bounty hunting, or resource gathering in a controlled environment.

Understanding the Galaxy Map

The Galaxy Map is a critical tool used for plotting courses, selecting destinations, and understanding star
systems. Learning to use filters, bookmarks, and route plotting can save time and reduce fuel consumption
during interstellar travel. The map also provides detailed information such as system economy, government
type, and security level, which influence gameplay decisions.

Understanding Ships and Equipment

Choosing the right ship is a fundamental decision in Elite Dangerous, greatly impacting your playstyle and



success. Ships range from small, fast fighters to large, heavily armed or cargo-capable vessels. Each ship has
specific slots for modules including weapons, shields, engines, and scanners, which can be customized according
to mission requirements.

Ship Classes and Roles

Ships in Elite Dangerous are generally categorized by size and intended function:

Small Ships: Agile and suitable for combat or scouting missions.

Medium Ships: Balanced for trading, combat, and exploration.

Large Ships: Capable of carrying large cargo or multiple passengers, often slower and less
maneuverable.

Specialized Ships: Designed for mining, passenger transport, or deep-space exploration.

Modules and Upgrades

Modules equip your ship with enhanced capabilities. Essential modules include Frame Shift Drives (FSD) for
faster-than-light travel, Shield Generators for protection, and various scanners for detecting resources and
threats. Upgrading modules improves performance but often requires investment in credits and access to certain
space stations with advanced technology.

Navigation and Exploration

Exploration is a core component of Elite Dangerous, offering opportunities to discover new star systems,
planets, and phenomena. Effective navigation requires mastering hyperspace jumps, fuel management, and scanning
techniques.

Hyperspace Travel and Fuel Management

Hyperspace jumps allow travel between star systems using the Frame Shift Drive. Each jump consumes fuel,
making fuel management critical, especially in remote areas. Players must plan routes to include refueling stops
at space stations or use fuel scoops to collect hydrogen from stars.

Scanning and Discovery

Detailed scanning of planets and stars provides valuable data that can be sold for credits or used to
complete exploration missions. Surface scanners reveal planetary features and potential landing sites, while
system scanners identify celestial bodies and hazards. Exploration is rewarded with unique discoveries that
contribute to the galaxy's shared knowledge.

Combat and Defense Strategies

Combat in Elite Dangerous ranges from small skirmishes to large-scale battles. Success in combat requires
understanding ship maneuvering, weapon systems, and defensive tactics.



Weapons Systems

Ships can be equipped with various weapons such as lasers, missiles, and kinetic cannons. Choosing the right
weapon depends on the target and engagement range. Energy weapons do not require ammunition but consume
power, while ballistic weapons use ammo but are effective against shields.

Defensive Maneuvers and Shields

Defensive strategies include using chaff and heat sinks to evade enemy targeting, managing shield power
distribution, and exploiting flight assist modes for enhanced maneuverability. Understanding target
prioritization and escape options is essential for survival in hostile encounters.

Trading and Economy

Trading is a profitable activity in Elite Dangerous that involves buying goods at one station and selling them
at another for a higher price. The dynamic economy varies between systems based on supply, demand, and faction
influence.

Market Analysis and Trade Routes

Successful traders analyze market data to identify high-demand commodities and profitable trade routes.
Tools such as trade scanners and community databases help uncover routes with the best profit margins.
Efficient trading requires balancing cargo space, ship speed, and security risks.

Faction Reputation and Influence

Building reputation with factions through trading or missions can unlock better prices, access to exclusive
equipment, and mission opportunities. Keeping favorable relations can also reduce hostility from faction forces
during gameplay.

Tips for Progression and Skill Development

Advancing in Elite Dangerous involves continuous learning, strategic planning, and adapting to the evolving
galaxy environment. Skill improvement leads to better combat performance, efficient exploration, and higher
trading profits.

Mission Selection and Career Paths

Choosing missions aligned with desired career paths—such as bounty hunting, trading, or exploration—allows
focused skill development and credit accumulation. Diversifying mission types can provide a balanced experience
and reduce repetition.

Community and Multiplayer Interaction

Engaging with the Elite Dangerous community and participating in multiplayer events can enhance gameplay
enjoyment. Players can form wings for cooperative missions, share knowledge, and participate in galactic events
that influence the game world.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the best ship for beginners in Elite Dangerous?

The Sidewinder is the best starter ship in Elite Dangerous due to its affordability, ease of handling, and
balanced capabilities, making it ideal for new players to learn the game mechanics.

How do I start making credits quickly as a beginner in Elite Dangerous?

Begin by taking on courier missions or passenger missions, which are relatively easy and offer decent payouts.
Trading basic commodities between nearby stations is also a good way to earn credits early on.

What are the essential controls and HUD elements a beginner should learn?

New players should familiarize themselves with flight controls (throttle, pitch, yaw, roll), targeting
systems, and the Heads-Up Display (HUD) including the radar, scanner, and system map to navigate and engage
effectively in Elite Dangerous.

How can I improve my navigation and exploration skills as a beginner?

Start by learning to use the galaxy map for plotting routes, practice hyperspace jumps, and use the system
scanner to discover celestial bodies. Exploration tools like the Detailed Surface Scanner can help increase
earnings from exploration missions.

What combat tips are recommended for beginners in Elite Dangerous?

Beginners should focus on mastering flight maneuvers, using shield and hull repair modules, targeting weak
points on enemy ships, and upgrading weapons gradually. Engaging in low-risk combat zones or bounty hunting in
resource extraction sites is advisable.

How do engineers and ship upgrades work for beginners in Elite Dangerous?

Engineers provide modifications to ship modules that enhance performance. Beginners should gather materials
through exploration and combat, then unlock engineers by completing their specific tasks to upgrade weapons,
shields, and engines for improved efficiency.

Additional Resources
1. Elite Dangerous: The Beginner’s Flight Manual
This book offers a comprehensive introduction to Elite Dangerous for new players. It covers the basics of
spaceship controls, navigation, and the user interface. Readers will find step-by-step tutorials on how to
complete missions, trade, and engage in combat, making it an essential guide for getting started in the vast
galaxy.

2. Mastering Elite Dangerous: A Pilot’s Path to Success
Designed for beginners eager to progress, this guide dives deeper into gameplay mechanics and strategies. It
explains ship customization, resource management, and efficient trading routes. The book also includes tips for
surviving hostile encounters and thriving in both solo and multiplayer modes.

3. Exploring the Milky Way: An Elite Dangerous Beginner’s Guide
Perfect for those interested in exploration, this title explains how to prepare for long-distance journeys and
discover new star systems. It covers the use of detailed star maps, scanning techniques, and how to gather
valuable data for profit. The book encourages a sense of adventure and curiosity for the galaxy’s mysteries.



4. Elite Dangerous Combat Training for New Pilots
This focused guide introduces players to combat mechanics in Elite Dangerous. It breaks down ship weapon
systems, defensive maneuvers, and tactics for engaging different types of enemies. Beginners will learn how to
upgrade their ships for battle and practice effective combat strategies in various scenarios.

5. Trading and Economy in Elite Dangerous: A New Pilot’s Handbook
This book explains the in-game economy and how to make credits through trading. It offers advice on identifying
profitable trade routes, understanding supply and demand, and maximizing profits. Beginners will also learn
about the risks and rewards of smuggling and bounty hunting.

6. Elite Dangerous Engineering: Upgrading Your Ship for Beginners
Focusing on ship modifications, this book guides players through the engineering process to enhance their vessels.
It details how to collect materials, unlock engineers, and apply upgrades that improve performance. The guide
simplifies complex engineering mechanics, making them accessible to new pilots.

7. Surviving the Frontier: Tips and Tricks for Elite Dangerous Beginners
This practical guide shares essential survival tips for navigating the dangerous frontier. It covers emergency
procedures, avoiding pirates, and managing resources on long trips. The book is packed with advice to help new
players stay alive and enjoy their journey through the galaxy.

8. Elite Dangerous Multiplayer: A Beginner’s Guide to Wing Play
Ideal for players interested in cooperative gameplay, this book explains how to form and join wings. It discusses
communication strategies, coordinated missions, and shared objectives. Beginners will learn how to work with
other pilots to tackle challenges and enhance their gaming experience.

9. The Lore of Elite Dangerous: Understanding the Galaxy’s Backstory for New Players
This book provides an engaging overview of the rich lore and history behind Elite Dangerous. It introduces the
factions, key characters, and major events shaping the galaxy. New players will gain a deeper appreciation for
the universe they explore and the stories they encounter.
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