
behr paint sheens guide
behr paint sheens guide is an essential resource for anyone looking to choose the
perfect finish for their painting projects. Understanding the differences between various
Behr paint sheens can significantly affect the appearance, durability, and maintenance of
painted surfaces. This guide covers the most popular Behr paint sheens, their
characteristics, ideal applications, and how to select the right sheen for different rooms
and surfaces. Whether painting interior walls, cabinetry, or exterior surfaces, knowing the
nuances of each sheen helps in achieving a professional and long-lasting result. This
comprehensive overview also includes tips on preparation, cleaning, and the impact of
sheen on color perception. Below is a detailed table of contents outlining the main sections
of this article.
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Understanding Behr Paint Sheens
Paint sheen refers to the level of gloss or shine a paint finish has once it dries. The sheen
affects not only the aesthetic appeal but also the paint’s durability and ease of cleaning.
Behr offers a range of sheens designed to meet various functional and stylistic needs.
Each sheen level reflects light differently, which can influence the perception of color
depth and texture on walls or surfaces. Additionally, the choice of sheen impacts how well
the paint withstands moisture, stains, and wear over time. Understanding these factors is
crucial in selecting the appropriate Behr paint sheen for any residential or commercial
painting project.

What is Paint Sheen?
Paint sheen is the measurement of how much light a painted surface reflects. It ranges
from flat or matte, which reflects very little light, to high gloss, which reflects a great deal.
The sheen level is important because it determines both the visual effect and the practical
characteristics of the finish, such as washability and resistance to damage.

How Sheen Affects Appearance and Durability
Higher sheen paints tend to highlight surface imperfections but offer greater durability
and ease of cleaning. Conversely, lower sheen paints hide flaws better but may be less



resistant to scrubbing and stains. Behr’s paint sheens are formulated to balance these
factors, allowing users to optimize both aesthetics and functionality according to the
specific requirements of their space.

Types of Behr Paint Sheens
Behr provides several paint sheen options, each suited for distinct uses and environments.
The most common sheens include Flat/Matte, Eggshell, Satin, Semi-Gloss, and High Gloss.
These finishes vary in reflectivity, texture, and durability. This section describes each type
in detail to facilitate a better understanding of their unique qualities.

Flat/Matte Sheen
Flat or Matte sheen has the lowest level of gloss, providing a smooth, non-reflective finish.
This sheen is excellent at concealing surface imperfections, making it ideal for older walls
or ceilings with cracks or blemishes. It offers a sophisticated, velvety look but is less
washable and more prone to scuffing than glossier sheens.

Eggshell Sheen
Eggshell sheen offers a slight sheen, mimicking the soft, subtle shine of an eggshell
surface. It balances concealment of imperfections with moderate durability. This sheen is
widely used for living rooms, dining areas, and bedrooms because it is easier to clean than
flat finishes while maintaining a warm, inviting appearance.

Satin Sheen
Satin sheen provides a smooth, pearl-like finish with a medium level of gloss. It is highly
durable and washable, making it suitable for high-traffic areas such as kitchens,
bathrooms, and hallways. Satin finishes enhance colors by adding subtle depth and
richness, while still hiding minor surface flaws.

Semi-Gloss Sheen
Semi-gloss paint has a noticeable shine and is highly reflective. It is extremely durable and
moisture-resistant, which makes it a popular choice for trim, doors, cabinets, and areas
exposed to humidity and frequent cleaning. Semi-gloss finishes highlight architectural
details and are easier to maintain over time.

High Gloss Sheen
High gloss sheen is the most reflective and durable finish offered by Behr. It creates a
shiny, polished look that is often used for cabinetry, furniture, and accent surfaces. High



gloss paint is highly resistant to wear and stains but also emphasizes surface
imperfections, so proper surface preparation is essential.

Choosing the Right Behr Paint Sheen for Your
Project
Selecting the appropriate Behr paint sheen depends on the specific requirements of the
room, surface type, and desired aesthetic. The right sheen enhances the space’s
appearance while providing the necessary durability and ease of maintenance. Factors
such as lighting, wall condition, and room function play crucial roles in this decision.

Consider Room Function and Traffic
High-traffic areas like kitchens, bathrooms, and hallways benefit from sheens that resist
stains and allow for easy cleaning, such as satin or semi-gloss. In contrast, low-traffic
rooms such as bedrooms or living rooms can accommodate flatter sheens that emphasize a
cozy, elegant look.

Evaluate Surface Condition
Walls with imperfections, such as cracks or uneven textures, are better suited for flat or
eggshell sheens, which help mask flaws. Surfaces that are smooth and well-prepared can
handle glossier finishes that highlight details and provide a sleek appearance.

Impact of Lighting on Sheen Choice
Natural and artificial lighting can affect how paint sheen looks in a room. Glossy finishes
reflect more light, which can brighten spaces but may also create glare or highlight
surface irregularities. Matte and eggshell finishes absorb light, offering a softer ambiance
ideal for relaxing environments.

Common Applications of Behr Paint Sheens

Flat/Matte: Ceilings, low-traffic walls, older surfaces

Eggshell: Living rooms, bedrooms, dining rooms

Satin: Kitchens, bathrooms, hallways

Semi-Gloss: Trim, doors, cabinets, moisture-prone areas

High Gloss: Cabinets, furniture, decorative accents



Application Tips and Maintenance for Different
Sheens
Proper application and maintenance are key to maximizing the performance and longevity
of Behr paint sheens. Each sheen type requires specific considerations regarding surface
preparation, painting technique, and cleaning methods. Following best practices ensures
optimal results and preserves the paint’s appearance over time.

Surface Preparation
Preparing the surface includes cleaning, sanding, and priming as needed. For glossier
sheens like semi-gloss and high gloss, achieving a smooth, clean surface is critical to avoid
imperfections showing through. Matte and eggshell finishes are more forgiving but still
benefit from proper preparation to ensure adhesion and durability.

Painting Techniques
Using quality brushes and rollers suited for the selected sheen helps achieve a uniform
finish. Glossier paints may require multiple thin coats to avoid streaks or brush marks.
Maintaining consistent application strokes and allowing adequate drying time between
coats improves the final appearance.

Cleaning and Maintenance
Higher sheen paints such as satin, semi-gloss, and high gloss are easier to clean and resist
staining, making them suitable for areas prone to dirt and moisture. Cleaning typically
involves gentle washing with mild soap and water. Lower sheen paints require more
delicate care to avoid damage from scrubbing or harsh chemicals.

Tips for Longevity

Avoid abrasive cleaning tools on matte and eggshell finishes to prevent damage.

Regularly dust or wipe walls to reduce buildup of dirt and grime.

Touch up chips or scratches promptly to maintain a consistent look.

Use appropriate primer to enhance paint adhesion and durability.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the different types of Behr paint sheens
available?
Behr offers several paint sheens including flat, matte, eggshell, satin, semi-gloss, and
high-gloss. Each sheen provides a different level of shine and durability, suitable for
various surfaces and rooms.

Which Behr paint sheen is best for high-traffic areas?
Semi-gloss and satin sheens are ideal for high-traffic areas because they are more durable,
easier to clean, and resistant to stains and scuffs compared to flat or matte finishes.

How do I choose the right Behr paint sheen for my
walls?
Choose a sheen based on the room’s function and desired look: flat or matte for low-traffic
rooms with minimal moisture, eggshell or satin for moderate traffic and some moisture,
and semi-gloss or high-gloss for high-moisture areas or trim that requires frequent
cleaning.

Can I use Behr paint with different sheens in the same
room?
Yes, you can combine different Behr paint sheens in the same room. For example, use a
matte finish on walls for a smooth, subtle look and semi-gloss on trim or doors for added
durability and contrast.

Does Behr paint sheen affect the paint’s coverage and
color appearance?
Yes, paint sheen can affect color perception and coverage. Higher sheens like semi-gloss
and gloss reflect more light, making colors appear brighter and more vibrant, while flat
and matte finishes absorb light, creating a softer, muted effect.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering Behr Paint Sheens: A Comprehensive Guide
This book provides an in-depth look at the various paint sheens offered by Behr, including
matte, eggshell, satin, semi-gloss, and gloss. It explains how to choose the right sheen for
different rooms and surfaces, taking into account factors like durability, light reflection,
and aesthetic appeal. Readers will find helpful tips on application techniques and
maintenance to achieve professional-quality results.



2. The Ultimate Behr Paint Sheen Handbook
Designed for both DIY enthusiasts and professional painters, this handbook breaks down
the science and art behind paint sheens. It explores the benefits and drawbacks of each
sheen type and offers practical advice on matching sheens to specific project needs. The
guide also includes troubleshooting tips for common issues related to sheen application.

3. Choosing the Perfect Behr Paint Sheen for Every Room
This title focuses on room-by-room recommendations for Behr paint sheens, helping
readers make informed decisions based on lighting, moisture levels, and usage. It
highlights how different sheens can transform the look and feel of living spaces, kitchens,
bathrooms, and exteriors. The book also covers color coordination and finish longevity.

4. Behr Paint Sheens: Professional Tips and Techniques
Written by experienced painters, this book shares expert insights on handling Behr paint
sheens for optimal results. It covers surface preparation, application methods, and tools
best suited for each sheen type. The guide also addresses how to avoid common pitfalls
like uneven gloss or peeling.

5. Color and Sheen: The Behr Paint Guide to Stunning Interiors
This guide combines color theory with an explanation of paint sheens to help readers
create harmonious and stylish interiors. It explains how sheen levels impact color
perception and room ambiance. The book includes inspiring before-and-after photos and
design ideas using Behr paints.

6. Behr Paint Sheens Explained: A Beginner’s Manual
Perfect for first-time painters, this manual breaks down the basics of paint sheens in
simple language. It clarifies terminology and provides easy-to-follow advice on selecting
and applying Behr paint sheens. Step-by-step instructions and helpful illustrations make
the painting process less intimidating.

7. Exterior Excellence: Using Behr Paint Sheens for Durable Outdoor Finishes
This book focuses on Behr’s exterior paint sheens and how to choose the best finish to
withstand weather conditions. It discusses surface preparation, protection, and
maintenance for outdoor projects. Readers will learn how sheen affects UV resistance,
mildew prevention, and overall durability.

8. The Science Behind Behr Paint Sheens: Formulation and Finish
A technical exploration of the chemistry and manufacturing process behind Behr paint
sheens, this book is ideal for those interested in paint technology. It explains how different
sheen levels are achieved and their impact on performance characteristics. The book also
looks at innovations in eco-friendly and low-VOC paint formulations.

9. DIY Home Makeover with Behr Paint Sheens
This practical guide encourages homeowners to transform their spaces using Behr paint
sheens effectively. It includes project ideas, budget tips, and step-by-step plans for
updating walls, trim, and cabinetry. The book emphasizes how choosing the right sheen
can enhance both the aesthetic and function of home interiors.
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