
bending moment and shear force diagram for

cantilever beam

bending moment and shear force diagram for cantilever beam are fundamental concepts in structural

engineering used to analyze and design beams subjected to various loads. Understanding these

diagrams is crucial for determining the internal forces and moments within a cantilever beam, which

are essential for ensuring structural safety and performance. This article provides a comprehensive

guide on how to construct and interpret bending moment and shear force diagrams specifically for

cantilever beams. It covers the definition and importance of cantilever beams, the effects of different

types of loads, and the step-by-step methods to draw accurate diagrams. Additionally, the article

discusses the relationship between shear forces and bending moments and how these influence beam

design. The detailed explanations and examples aim to equip engineers, students, and professionals

with a clear understanding of these concepts to apply in practical scenarios.
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Understanding Cantilever Beams

A cantilever beam is a structural element that is fixed at one end and free at the other. This type of

beam is commonly used in construction, bridges, and mechanical systems where support is only

available at one end. The fixed support resists vertical forces, horizontal forces, and moments, making

the cantilever beam a statically determinate structure for many loading conditions. Understanding the

behavior of cantilever beams under load is essential for designing safe and efficient structures. The

bending moment and shear force diagram for cantilever beam provide a visual representation of

internal forces, enabling engineers to predict failure points and ensure appropriate material use.

Characteristics of Cantilever Beam

Cantilever beams exhibit unique characteristics due to their boundary conditions. They experience

maximum bending moments at the fixed support and zero moment at the free end. Similarly, shear

forces vary along the length, typically being highest near the fixed support. These beams are sensitive

to deflections and stresses, which must be considered during design.

Importance in Structural Design

Incorporating cantilever beams in design requires precise calculations of shear forces and bending

moments to avoid structural failure. The shear force and bending moment diagrams serve as essential

tools for engineers to visualize how forces distribute along the beam, identify critical sections, and

apply safety factors accordingly.

Shear Force in Cantilever Beam

Shear force in a cantilever beam refers to the internal force that acts perpendicular to the beam’s

longitudinal axis, resisting the applied transverse loads. It is a critical parameter that influences the

beam’s shear stress and potential for shear failure. Analyzing the shear force distribution along the



beam length helps in understanding how the beam transfers loads to the fixed support.

Definition and Calculation

Shear force at any section of the cantilever beam is calculated by summing all vertical forces to the left

or right of the section. In cantilever beams, the shear force typically starts at a maximum value at the

fixed support and decreases linearly or non-linearly to zero at the free end, depending on the loading

conditions.

Shear Force Distribution

The shear force distribution depends on the type and magnitude of loads applied. Common load types

include point loads, uniformly distributed loads (UDL), and varying distributed loads. Each load type

produces a distinct shear force pattern, which is reflected in the shear force diagram.

Bending Moment in Cantilever Beam

Bending moment in a cantilever beam is the internal moment that causes the beam to bend or flex

under loading. It is a measure of the tendency of the beam to rotate about a point due to the applied

loads. The bending moment is crucial for determining the beam’s bending stresses and ensuring that

the material’s strength is not exceeded.

Bending Moment Calculation

The bending moment at a section is computed by taking the algebraic sum of moments about that

section caused by external loads and reactions. For cantilever beams, the maximum bending moment

occurs at the fixed support, where the beam experiences the highest stress concentration.



Bending Moment Distribution

The bending moment distribution along a cantilever beam varies based on the load type and position.

Typically, the moment decreases from its maximum at the fixed end to zero at the free end. The shape

of the bending moment diagram can be linear or curved depending on loading conditions.

Constructing Shear Force and Bending Moment Diagrams

Creating shear force and bending moment diagrams for cantilever beams involves systematic

procedures to graphically represent the variation of shear force and bending moment along the beam

length. These diagrams are essential for identifying critical points and designing reinforcement or

supports.

Step-by-Step Procedure

Identify all external loads and support reactions on the cantilever beam.1.

Calculate the shear force at key points along the beam, especially at load application points and2.

the fixed support.

Plot the shear force values on a graph with the beam length on the horizontal axis and shear3.

force on the vertical axis.

Calculate the bending moment at the same key points by taking moments about the section.4.

Plot the bending moment values on a separate graph aligned with the beam length.5.

Connect the plotted points with straight or curved lines based on the load variation to complete6.

the diagrams.



Interpreting the Diagrams

Once constructed, the shear force and bending moment diagrams provide insight into how the beam

behaves under load. Areas with high shear force or bending moment indicate where reinforcement

may be necessary or where failure could initiate. These diagrams also aid in optimizing material usage

and ensuring safety compliance.

Effects of Various Loads on Cantilever Beam

The type of load applied to a cantilever beam significantly affects the shape and magnitude of the

bending moment and shear force diagrams. Understanding these effects is essential for accurate

analysis and design.

Point Load

A single concentrated load applied at any point along the cantilever beam creates a sudden change in

shear force at the load location and a linear variation of bending moment between the load and the

fixed support. The maximum bending moment occurs at the fixed end and is equal to the load

multiplied by the distance from the support to the load.

Uniformly Distributed Load (UDL)

A UDL spreads the load evenly along the beam length, resulting in a linear shear force diagram and a

parabolic bending moment diagram. The shear force starts at a maximum at the fixed support and

decreases linearly to zero at the free end. The bending moment is maximum at the fixed end and

decreases non-linearly to zero at the free end.



Varying Distributed Load

When the load intensity varies along the beam length, the shear force and bending moment diagrams

become more complex. The diagrams depend on the load distribution function, requiring integration to

determine the internal forces. These loads produce curved shear force and bending moment diagrams.

Applications and Significance of Diagrams

The bending moment and shear force diagrams for cantilever beams have diverse applications in

structural analysis, design, and safety assessment. They are indispensable tools for engineers to

ensure that beams will perform adequately under anticipated loads.

Structural Design Optimization

By analyzing these diagrams, engineers can optimize the size, shape, and material of cantilever

beams to resist expected forces efficiently. This leads to cost-effective and safe designs that meet

performance criteria.

Failure Prediction and Prevention

Identifying the locations of maximum shear forces and bending moments helps predict potential failure

zones. Reinforcement can be concentrated in these critical areas to prevent structural failure.

Educational and Analytical Tool

Shear force and bending moment diagrams serve as fundamental teaching tools in structural

engineering education, helping students understand internal force distribution and structural behavior

under various loading conditions.



Visualize internal forces for better design decisions

Ensure compliance with safety standards and codes

Facilitate communication among engineers and designers

Assist in troubleshooting structural problems

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a bending moment in the context of a cantilever beam?

The bending moment in a cantilever beam is the internal moment that develops within the beam to

resist the bending caused by external loads. It varies along the length of the beam and is maximum at

the fixed support.

How does the shear force vary along a cantilever beam?

In a cantilever beam, the shear force is constant along the length of the beam up to the point of the

applied load and then changes abruptly at the point of load application. Typically, it starts from the

reaction force at the fixed support and decreases linearly towards the free end.

How do you draw the shear force diagram for a uniformly distributed

load on a cantilever beam?

For a cantilever beam with a uniformly distributed load, the shear force diagram starts at the fixed

support with a value equal to the total load (load intensity times length) acting downward and

decreases linearly to zero at the free end.



What is the shape of the bending moment diagram for a cantilever

beam with a point load at the free end?

The bending moment diagram for a cantilever beam with a point load at the free end is a straight line

starting from zero at the free end and increasing linearly to a maximum negative value at the fixed

support.

Why is the bending moment maximum at the fixed support of a

cantilever beam?

The bending moment is maximum at the fixed support because this point must resist the entire

bending effect caused by loads acting on the beam. The fixed support provides the necessary moment

reaction to maintain equilibrium.

Can a cantilever beam have zero shear force at the fixed support?

No, the shear force at the fixed support of a cantilever beam is generally not zero because it must

balance the vertical loads acting on the beam to maintain equilibrium.

How do different loading conditions affect the bending moment and

shear force diagrams of a cantilever beam?

Different loading conditions, such as point loads, uniformly distributed loads, or varying distributed

loads, affect the shape and magnitude of bending moment and shear force diagrams. Point loads

cause abrupt changes in shear force and linear bending moment variations, while distributed loads

cause linear changes in shear force and parabolic bending moment curves.

Additional Resources

1. Structural Analysis: A Unified Classical and Matrix Approach

This book provides a comprehensive approach to structural analysis, covering fundamental concepts



such as bending moments and shear forces in beams, including cantilever beams. It integrates

classical methods with matrix methods, offering a balanced understanding. Detailed diagrams and

examples help readers grasp how to construct bending moment and shear force diagrams effectively.

2. Mechanics of Materials

A classic text in engineering mechanics, this book explores the behavior of materials under various

loads. It includes detailed sections on shear force and bending moment diagrams for different beam

configurations, including cantilever beams. The explanations are supported by clear illustrations and

practical problem sets.

3. Engineering Mechanics: Statics and Dynamics

This book covers the fundamentals of statics and dynamics, with a strong focus on force analysis in

structures. It explains the development of shear force and bending moment diagrams for cantilever

beams and other structural elements. The book is well-suited for engineering students seeking a clear

and thorough understanding of beam behavior.

4. Structural Analysis

Focused on the principles of structural engineering, this book delves into the analysis of beams and

frames. It presents step-by-step methods for drawing shear force and bending moment diagrams,

emphasizing cantilever beams. The book also discusses real-world applications and problem-solving

techniques.

5. Fundamentals of Structural Analysis

This text introduces core concepts of structural analysis with clarity and depth. It includes chapters

dedicated to shear force and bending moment diagrams, providing examples related to cantilever

beams. The material is presented in a way that supports both learning and practical engineering

application.

6. Strength of Materials

This book offers detailed insight into the strength and deformation of materials under loads. It covers

the calculation and plotting of bending moment and shear force diagrams extensively, with cantilever



beams as primary examples. The text balances theory with practical examples to aid comprehension.

7. Introduction to Structural Analysis & Design

Aimed at beginners, this book introduces key concepts in structural analysis, including the behavior of

cantilever beams. It explains how to develop shear force and bending moment diagrams clearly and

concisely. The book includes numerous illustrations and solved problems to reinforce learning.

8. Advanced Mechanics of Materials and Applied Elasticity

This advanced text explores the mechanics of materials with an emphasis on elasticity and structural

analysis. It provides in-depth treatment of bending moments, shear forces, and their diagrams for

beams, including cantilevers. The book is suitable for graduate students and professionals looking for

detailed theoretical and practical knowledge.

9. Structural Engineering Reference Manual

Designed as a comprehensive guide for structural engineers, this manual covers all essential topics,

including shear force and bending moment diagrams for various beam types. It offers clear

explanations, formulas, and example problems focused on cantilever beams. This reference is valuable

for exam preparation and professional use.
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