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beretta side by side history traces the evolution of one of the most iconic firearms in the world.
Beretta, a name synonymous with quality and craftsmanship, has a rich tradition of manufacturing
side-by-side shotguns that date back centuries. These firearms have played significant roles in
hunting, sport shooting, and military applications. Understanding the history of Beretta side-by-side
shotguns provides insight into their design innovations, cultural impact, and enduring popularity.
This article explores the origins, development, notable models, and technological advancements that
define the Beretta side-by-side legacy. Additionally, it highlights the craftsmanship and aesthetic
qualities that have made these shotguns favorites among enthusiasts worldwide.
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Origins of Beretta and Early Side-by-Side Shotguns
The roots of the Beretta side-by-side history begin in the 16th century, making Beretta one of the
oldest firearms manufacturers in continuous operation. Founded in 1526 in Gardone Val Trompia,
Italy, Beretta initially produced arquebuses and later advanced to crafting various types of firearms,
including side-by-side shotguns. The early side-by-side models were handcrafted with meticulous
attention to detail, serving primarily hunters and soldiers throughout Europe.

Early Firearm Production
Beretta’s early work focused on matchlock and flintlock firearms before transitioning to percussion
cap mechanisms. The side-by-side shotgun format emerged during the 19th century as a popular
choice for hunters who valued the ability to shoot two quick successive shots. Beretta’s mastery of
metalwork and woodcraft positioned the company as a leader in the production of reliable and
elegant side-by-side shotguns.

Historical Context of Side-by-Side Shotguns
Side-by-side shotguns were favored for their balance, simplicity, and ease of use. The double-barrel
configuration allowed for improved reliability and rapid follow-up shots, especially in bird hunting.
Beretta’s early side-by-side guns reflected these preferences, blending functional design with artistic



engraving and high-quality materials.

Development and Innovations in Beretta Side-by-Side
Shotguns
Throughout its history, Beretta has continuously refined the side-by-side shotgun design,
incorporating technological advancements that enhanced performance and user experience. This
development phase is marked by improvements in barrel manufacturing, locking mechanisms, and
trigger systems.

Advancements in Barrel Technology
Beretta pioneered the use of steel alloys and precision barrel boring techniques that increased the
durability and accuracy of side-by-side shotguns. The company introduced choked barrels, which
allowed shooters to control shot patterns more effectively.

Innovations in Locking and Trigger Systems
One of the most significant innovations was the development of the robust locking mechanisms that
ensured barrel alignment and safety. Beretta implemented single and double trigger systems, as
well as selective triggers, allowing the shooter to choose which barrel to fire first. These features
contributed to the widespread acceptance of Beretta side-by-side shotguns among hunting and
sporting communities.

Material and Finish Enhancements
Beretta also experimented with various wood stocks, including walnut and other hardwoods, paired
with protective finishes that enhanced durability and aesthetics. The metal parts often featured
intricate engravings, showcasing Beretta’s dedication to craftsmanship.

Notable Beretta Side-by-Side Models
Several Beretta side-by-side shotgun models stand out for their innovation, popularity, and historical
significance. These models reflect the company’s commitment to quality and performance.

Beretta 686 Silver Pigeon
The 686 Silver Pigeon, although primarily an over-and-under model, has inspired side-by-side
versions that emphasize precision and reliability. It is renowned for its balance, smooth action, and
versatility in various shooting disciplines.



Beretta 687 EELL
The 687 EELL is more directly associated with the side-by-side tradition. It is celebrated for its
elegant design, single selective trigger, and fine engraving. This model represents the pinnacle of
Beretta’s side-by-side craftsmanship, appealing to collectors and shooters alike.

Historical Side-by-Side Models
Early 20th-century Beretta side-by-side shotguns are prized for their classic design and mechanical
reliability. These models often featured external hammers and traditional lock-up systems, reflecting
the firearm technology of their era.

Craftsmanship and Design Features
Beretta’s reputation for superior craftsmanship is evident in the design features of its side-by-side
shotguns. Each firearm embodies a blend of aesthetic appeal and functional excellence.

Wood and Metalwork
The choice of high-grade walnut stocks with hand-checkering provides a comfortable grip and visual
appeal. Metal components are often embellished with hand-engraved patterns, which highlight the
artisanal skills involved in production.

Balance and Handling
Beretta side-by-side shotguns are engineered for optimal balance, allowing shooters to swing
smoothly and aim precisely. The weight distribution and stock design contribute to reduced recoil
and enhanced control.

Customization Options
Many Beretta side-by-side shotguns offer options for custom engraving, stock dimensions, and
finishes. These personalized touches make each firearm unique and tailored to the user’s
preferences.

Beretta Side-by-Side Shotguns in Hunting and Sport
Beretta side-by-side shotguns have a long-standing association with both hunting and sport shooting
disciplines. Their reliability and performance have made them a preferred choice in various settings.



Use in Upland and Waterfowl Hunting
The side-by-side configuration is particularly favored in upland game and waterfowl hunting due to
its quick handling and ability to deliver two rapid shots. Beretta’s models excel in this environment
because of their durability and balance.

Role in Clay Shooting Sports
While over-and-under shotguns are often dominant in clay shooting, Beretta side-by-side guns
maintain a loyal following among enthusiasts who appreciate traditional styling and shooting
dynamics. Their crisp triggers and sighting planes contribute to competitive success.

Collector and Enthusiast Appeal
Beyond practical use, Beretta side-by-side shotguns are treasured by collectors and historians. Their
historical significance and artisanal quality make them prized possessions in private collections and
museums.

Origins of Beretta and Early Side-by-Side Shotguns

Development and Innovations in Beretta Side-by-Side Shotguns

Notable Beretta Side-by-Side Models

Craftsmanship and Design Features

Beretta Side-by-Side Shotguns in Hunting and Sport

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the historical significance of Beretta side-by-side
shotguns?
Beretta side-by-side shotguns have a long-standing tradition dating back to the 19th century,
symbolizing craftsmanship and reliability in hunting and sport shooting. They represent Beretta's
commitment to quality and innovation in firearm design.

When did Beretta first start producing side-by-side shotguns?
Beretta began producing side-by-side shotguns in the late 1800s, establishing itself as a leading
manufacturer of high-quality double-barreled firearms during that period.



How has the design of Beretta side-by-side shotguns evolved
over time?
Over time, Beretta side-by-side shotguns have evolved from basic hunting tools to finely crafted
sporting firearms, incorporating advanced metallurgy, improved locking mechanisms, and aesthetic
enhancements while maintaining traditional craftsmanship.

What are some notable models in Beretta's side-by-side
shotgun history?
Notable models include the Beretta 486, known for its robust build and balance, and the older
Beretta S55, which showcased early innovation in side-by-side shotgun design and remains a
collector's item.

How does Beretta's side-by-side shotgun history reflect Italian
gunmaking traditions?
Beretta's side-by-side shotguns embody the Italian tradition of meticulous craftsmanship, blending
functional design with artistic engraving and fine woodwork, reflecting centuries of Italian
gunmaking excellence.

Are Beretta side-by-side shotguns still popular among
collectors and shooters today?
Yes, Beretta side-by-side shotguns remain popular for their classic appeal, reliability, and
craftsmanship, attracting both collectors who value their historical significance and shooters who
appreciate their performance in hunting and sport.

Additional Resources
1. Beretta: The History of the World's Oldest Gunmaker
This book traces the origins of Beretta from its founding in 1526 to its rise as a premier firearms
manufacturer. It explores the company's craftsmanship, innovation, and contributions to military and
civilian firearms development. Richly illustrated, it offers insights into the evolution of Beretta's
iconic designs over nearly five centuries.

2. Beretta: Legendary Firearms Through the Ages
Focusing on the most famous Beretta models, this volume highlights the technological advancements
and design philosophies that have defined the brand. It covers everything from early matchlock
pistols to modern tactical rifles. The book also discusses Beretta's influence on global firearm
standards and military contracts.

3. The Beretta Legacy: Crafting Excellence Since 1526
This comprehensive history details the Beretta family's commitment to quality and innovation across
generations. It includes personal stories from craftsmen and engineers who shaped the company's
reputation. The book provides a timeline of key milestones and the development of Beretta’s
signature weapons.



4. Beretta Side by Side: The Art and History of Italian Shotguns
Dedicated specifically to Beretta's side-by-side shotguns, this book explores the artistry and
engineering behind these classic firearms. It delves into the unique features that distinguish Beretta
shotguns, including their aesthetics, balance, and performance. Historical context is provided
alongside detailed photographs of rare and collectible models.

5. Beretta Firearms: Innovation and Tradition
This title examines how Beretta has successfully blended time-honored craftsmanship with modern
technology. It covers the company's adaptation to changing markets and warfare demands,
highlighting innovative materials and manufacturing processes. The narrative showcases Beretta’s
role in shaping firearm trends worldwide.

6. Side by Side: The Evolution of Beretta Shotguns
An in-depth look at the design evolution of Beretta’s side-by-side shotguns, this book tracks changes
from early models to contemporary versions. It discusses mechanical improvements, stylistic
changes, and the impact of user feedback. Collectors and enthusiasts will find detailed model
comparisons and production insights.

7. Beretta: A Cultural and Historical Perspective
Beyond firearms, this book examines Beretta’s influence on Italian culture and its status as a symbol
of excellence. It includes stories about the brand’s role in hunting traditions, sport shooting, and
cinema. The work also touches upon Beretta’s international presence and contributions to firearm
legislation.

8. Masterpieces of Beretta: Side by Side Shotguns
Celebrating Beretta’s finest side-by-side shotguns, this volume showcases the craftsmanship,
engraving, and design excellence that make these firearms collector’s items. It features interviews
with artisans and detailed accounts of custom orders for royalty and celebrities. The book is a visual
tribute to Beretta's artistic heritage.

9. Beretta Through the Ages: A Side by Side Chronicle
This chronicle compiles historical documents, advertisements, and photographs to present a detailed
timeline of Beretta side-by-side shotgun production. It provides context on how geopolitical events
influenced design choices and manufacturing. The book is an essential resource for historians and
firearm aficionados interested in Beretta’s enduring legacy.
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