BERKSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY PITTSFIELD MASS

BERKSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY PITTSFIELD MASS IS A KEY ORGANIZATION DEDICATED TO THE WELFARE, RESCUE, AND ADOPTION OF
ANIMALS IN THE PITTSFIELD AREA AND GREATER BERKSHIRE COUNTY. THIS HUMANE SOCIETY PLAYS A VITAL ROLE IN PROMOTING
RESPONSIBLE PET OWNERSHIP, PROVIDING SHELTER AND MEDICAL CARE FOR ABANDONED AND ABUSED ANIMALS, AND OFFERING
COMMUNITY EDUCATION PROGRAMS. KNOWN FOR ITS COMPASSIONATE APPROACH AND COMPREHENSIVE SERVICES, THE BERKSHIRE
HUMANE SOCIETY IN PITTSFIELDI MASSACHUSETTS, SUPPORTS BOTH ANIMALS AND LOCAL RESIDENTS BY FOSTERING A SAFE
AND CARING ENVIRONMENT. THIS ARTICLE WILL EXPLORE THE HISTORY, MISSION, ADOPTION PROCESS, COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT,
AND VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES ASSOCIATED WITH THE BERKSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY. W/HETHER YOU ARE INTERESTED IN
ADOPTING A PET, VOLUNTEERING YOUR TIME, OR LEARNING MORE ABOUT ANIMAL WELFARE EFFORTS IN PITTSFIELD, THIS GUIDE
PROVIDES ESSENTIAL INFORMATION ABOUT THIS IMPORTANT INSTITUTION.

HisTorY AND MissION OF BERKSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY PITTSFIELD MASS
* ANIMAL ADOPTION SERVICES

o COMMUNITY PROGRAMS AND EDUCATION

® VOLUNTEER AND SUPPORT OPPORTUNITIES

® RESOURCES AND CONTACT INFORMATION

HisTORY AND MISSION OF BERkSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY PITTSFIELD MASS

THE BerkSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY PITTSFIELD MASS HAS A LONGSTANDING TRADITION OF SERVING THE COMMUNITY THROUGH
ANIMAL RESCUE AND WELFARE INITIATIVES. ESTABLISHED OVER SEVERAL DECADES AGO, THE ORGANIZATION W AS FOUNDED WITH
THE GOAL OF PREVENTING ANIMAL CRUELTY AND PROMOTING THE HUMANE TREATMENT OF ANIMALS THROUGHOUT BERKSHIRE
COUNTY. ITS MISSION CENTERS ON RESCUING ABANDONED, NEGLECTED, AND ABUSED ANIMALS AND PROVIDING THEM WITH
SHELTER, MEDICAL CARE, AND REHABILITATION UNTIL PERMANENT HOMES CAN BE FOUND.

COMMITTED TO FOSTERING A COMMUNITY OF RESPONSIBLE PET OWNERS, THE BERKSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY ALSO ADVOCATES
FOR ANIMAL WELFARE LEGISLATION AND STRIVES TO EDUCATE THE PUBLIC ON ETHICAL ANIMAL CARE. THEIR EFFORTS HAVE
EXPANDED OVER THE YEARS TO INCLUDE DIVERSE SERVICES SUCH AS SPAY/NEUTER PROGRAMS, VETERINARY CLINICS, AND
OUTREACH INITIATIVES AIMED AT REDUCING PET OVERPOPULATION AND IMPROVING ANIMAL HEALTH IN THE REGION.

FounpING AND GROWTH

THE SOCIETY WAS ORIGINALLY FOUNDED BY A GROUP OF CONCERNED CITIZENS WHO RECOGNIZED THE NEED FOR AN ORGANIZED
EFFORT TO ADDRESS ANIMAL WELFARE ISSUES IN PITTSFIELD AND THE SURROUNDING AREAS. OVER TIME, THE ORGANIZATION
GREW TO INCLUDE A FULL-SERVICE SHELTER, A VETERINARY CLINIC, AND A DEDICATED TEAM OF STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS. THis
GROWTH HAS ENABLED THE BERKSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY TO INCREASE ITS CAPACITY FOR ANIMAL RESCUE AND COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT SIGNIFICANTLY.

Core VALUES AND OBJECTIVES

ATITS CORE, THE BERKSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY PITTSFIELD MASS OPERATES ON PRINCIPLES OF COMPASSION, EDUCATION, AND
ADVOCACY. THE ORGANIZATION PRIORITIZES:

® PROVIDING SAFE SHELTER AND MEDICAL CARE TO HOMELESS ANIMALS

® PROMOTING ADOPTION AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO PURCHASING PETS



® EDUCATING THE COMMUNITY ON RESPONSIBLE PET OWNERSHIP
e ADVOCATING FOR ANIMAL RIGHTS AND LEGAL PROTECTIONS

® ENCOURAGING VOLUNTEERISM AND COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

ANIMAL ADOPTION SERVICES

THE BerkSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY PITTSFIELD MASS OFFERS COMPREHENSIVE ANIMAL ADOPTION SERVICES DESIGNED TO MATCH
PETS WITH SUITABLE, LOVING HOMES. THEIR ADOPTION PROCESS IS THOROUGH AND CLIENT-FOCUSED, ENSURING THAT EACH
ANIMAL IS PLACED IN AN ENVIRONMENT THAT MEETS ITS NEEDS AND THE ADOPTER’S LIFESTYLE.

AVAILABLE ANIMALS FOR ADOPTION

THE SHELTER HOUSES A WIDE VARIETY OF ANIMALS, INCLUDING DOGS, CATS, RABBITS, AND SOMETIMES SMALL MAMMALS OR
BIRDS. MANY OF THESE ANIMALS HAVE BEEN RESCUED FROM NEGLECTFUL OR DANGEROUS SITUATIONS AND RECEIVE VETERINARY
CARE AND BEHAVIORAL ASSESSMENTS BEFORE BEING MADE AVAILABLE FOR ADOPTION.

ADOPTION PROCESS

PROSPECTIVE ADOPTERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO VISIT THE SHELTER TO MEET THE ANIMALS AND CONSULT WITH STAFF ABOUT THE
BEST PET MATCH. THE ADOPTION PROCESS TYPICALLY INVOLVES:

1. COMPLETING AN ADOPTION APPLICATION FORM

2. INTERVIEWING WITH SHELTER STAFF TO DISCUSS THE ADOPTER’S HOME ENVIRONMENT AND EXPECTATIONS
3. PARTICIPATING IN A MEET-AND-GREET WITH THE ANIMAL

4. PAYING AN ADOPTION FEE THAT COVERS VACCINATIONS, SPAY/NEUTER SURGERY, AND MICROCHIPPING

5. SIGNING AN ADOPTION AGREEMENT TO ENSURE RESPONSIBLE CARE

THIS CAREFUL APPROACH HELPS ENSURE THE WELLBEING OF BOTH THE ANIMALS AND THEIR NEW FAMILIES.

PosT-ADOPTION SUPPORT

TO SUPPORT SUCCESSFUL TRANSITIONS, THE BERKSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY PROVIDES ADOPTERS WITH RESOURCES ON PET CARE,
TRAINING, AND BEHAVIOR MANAGEMENT. FoLLOW-UP COMMUNICATION IS OFTEN OFFERED TO ADDRESS ANY QUESTIONS OR
CHALLENGES THAT MAY ARISE AFTER ADOPTION.

CoMMUNITY PROGRAMS AND EDUCATION

THE BERKSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY PITTSFIELD MASS IS DEEPLY INVOLVED IN COMMUNITY OUTREACH AND EDUCATION PROGRAMS
AIMED AT PROMOTING ANIMAL WELFARE AW ARENESS AND RESPONSIBLE PET OWNERSHIP THROUGHOUT BERKSHIRE COUNTY.



EbucATIONAL W ORKSHOPS AND EVENTS

THE ORGANIZATION FREQUENTLY HOSTS WORKSHOPS, SEMINARS, AND PUBLIC EVENTS COVERING TOPICS SUCH AS!

e PROPER PET NUTRITION AND HEALTH CARE
® TRAINING AND BEHAVIOR MODIFICATION TECHNIQUES

® SPAY AND NEUTER IMPORTANCE AND PROCEDURES

ANIMAL CRUELTY PREVENTION AND REPORTING
® \X/ILDLIFE COEXISTENCE AND CONSERVATION

THESE EVENTS HELP EDUCATE PET OWNERS AND COMMUNITY MEMBERS, FOSTERING A MORE INFORMED AND COMPASSIONATE
POPULACE.

ScHooL AND YOUTH PROGRAMS

RECOGNIZING THE IMPACT OF EDUCATING CHILDREN AND YOUNG ADULTS, THE BERKSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY PARTNERS WITH
LOCAL SCHOOLS TO PROVIDE AGE-APPROPRIATE PROGRAMS THAT TEACH EMPATHY FOR ANIMALS AND THE IMPORTANCE OF
CARING FOR PETS RESPONSIBLY. THESE INITIATIVES AIM TO INSPIRE THE NEXT GENERATION TO BECOME ADVOCATES FOR ANIMAL
\WELFARE.

CoMMUNITY OUTREACH AND PARTNERSHIPS

THE SOCIETY COLLABORATES WITH OTHER NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS, VETERINARY CLINICS, AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT
AGENCIES TO EXTEND ITS SERVICES AND ADVOCACY EFFORTS. OUTREACH PROGRAMS INCLUDE LOW-COST VACCINATION
CLINICS, PET FOOD DISTRIBUTION FOR LOW-INCOME FAMILIES, AND RESCUE OPERATIONS DURING EMERGENCIES.

VOLUNTEER AND SUPPORT OPPORTUNITIES

V OLUNTEERISM IS A CORNERSTONE OF THE BERKSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY PITTSFIELD MASS, RELYING ON DEDICATED INDIVIDUALS
TO PROVIDE CARE, SUPPORT, AND ADVOCACY FOR ANIMALS AND THE ORGANIZATION’S PROGRAMS. VVOLUNTEERS PLAY A
CRUCIAL ROLE IN THE SOCIETY’S DAILY OPERATIONS AND SPECIAL EVENTS.

V OLUNTEER ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

V OLUNTEERS MAY ENGAGE IN A VARIETY OF ACTIVITIES, INCLUDING:

e ANIMAL CARE AND SOCIALIZATION
e ASSISTING WITH ADOPTION EVENTS AND OPEN HOUSES

e FUNDRAISING AND GRANT WRITING SUPPORT

ADMINISTRATIVE TASKS AND OFFICE ASSISTANCE

COMMUNITY OUTREACH AND EDUCATION EFFORTS



TRAINING AND ORIENTATION ARE PROVIDED TO ENSURE VOLUNTEERS ARE WELL-PREPARED TO CONTRIBUTE EFFECTIVELY.

FOSTERING ANIMALS

FOR THOSE UNABLE TO COMMIT TO SHELTER VOLUNTEERING, FOSTERING ANIMALS IN A HOME ENVIRONMENT IS ANOTHER VITAL
WAY TO SUPPORT THE BERKSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY. FOSTER HOMES PROVIDE TEMPORARY CARE FOR ANIMALS NEEDING SPECIAL
ATTENTION, SOCIALIZATION, OR MEDICAL RECOVERY BEFORE ADOPTION.

DoONATION AND FUNDRAISING

FINANCIAL SUPPORT AND IN-KIND DONATIONS ARE ESSENTIAL TO MAINTAINING THE BERKSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY’S OPERATIONS.
THE ORGANIZATION ACCEPTS CONTRIBUTIONS OF FUNDS, PET SUPPLIES, AND OTHER RESOURCES TO HELP COVER MEDICAL
EXPENSES, SHELTER MAINTENANCE, AND PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT.

ResoURCES AND CONTACT INFORMATION

THE BERKSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY PITTSFIELD MASS PROVIDES NUMEROUS RESOURCES TO ASSIST PET OWNERS AND THE
COMMUNITY IN PROMOTING ANIMAL WELFARE. THESE RESOURCES INCLUDE EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS, PET CARE GUIDES, AND
REFERRALS TO LOCAL VETERINARY SERVICES.

LocATioN AND HOURS oF OPERATION

THE SHELTER IS CENTRALLY LOCATED IN PITTSFIELD/ MASSACHUSETTS, MAKING IT ACCESSIBLE TO RESIDENTS THROUGHOUT
BerkSHIRE COUNTY. STANDARD HOURS ARE AVAILABLE FOR VISITS, ADOPTIONS, AND CONSULTATIONS, WITH SPECIAL
APPOINTMENTS OFFERED FOR SPECIFIC SERVICES.

CoNTACT AND COMMUNICATION

COMMUNITY MEMBERS CAN CONTACT THE BERKSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY VIA PHONE OR EMAIL FOR INQUIRIES ABOUT ADOPTION,
VOLUNTEERING, DONATIONS, OR ANIMAL WELFARE CONCERNS. REGULAR UPDATES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS ARE ALSO SHARED
THROUGH COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARDS AND LOCAL MEDIA OUTLETS.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT SERVICES DOES BERKSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY IN PITTSFIELD, MA OFFER?

BERKSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY IN PITTSFIELD, MA OFFERS ANIMAL ADOPTION, PET SURRENDER, VETERINARY CARE, SPAY/NEUTER
PROGRAMS, AND EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH TO PROMOTE ANIMAL \WELFARE.

How caAN | ADOPT A PET FROM BERKSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY IN PITTSFIELD,
MASSACHUSETTS?

To ADOPT A PET, VISIT THE BERKSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY WEBSITE OR THEIR SHELTER IN PITTSFIELD, MA, REVIEW AVAILABLE
ANIMALS, FILL OUT AN ADOPTION APPLICATION, AND SCHEDULE A VISIT TO MEET THE PETS.



\WHAT ARE THE ADOPTION FEES AT BERKSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY IN PITTSFIELD, MA?

ADOPTION FEES VARY DEPENDING ON THE TYPE AND AGE OF THE ANIMAL BUT GENERALLY COVER VACCINATIONS,
SPAYING/NEUTERING, AND MICROCHIPPING. IT'S BEST TO CHECK THEIR WEBSITE OR CONTACT THE SHELTER DIRECTLY FOR CURRENT
FEES.

CAN | VOLUNTEER AT BERKSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY IN PITTSFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS?

YES, BERKSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY WELCOMES VOLUNTEERS TO ASSIST WITH ANIMAL CARE, EVENTS, FUNDRAISING, AND
ADMINISTRATIVE TASKS. INTERESTED INDIVIDUALS CAN APPLY THROUGH THEIR WEBSITE OR CONTACT THE SHELTER.

\X/HERE IS BERKSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY LOCATED IN PITTSFIELD, MA?

BErRKSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY IS LOCATED AT 2 14 BARker RD, PITTSFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS 01201.

DoEes BerkSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY OFFER PET SURRENDER SERVICES?

YES, BERKSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY ACCEPTS PET SURRENDERS BUT TYPICALLY REQUIRES AN APPOINTMENT AND MAY HAVE
GUIDELINES TO ENSURE THE BEST CARE FOR ANIMALS AND SHELTER CAPACITY MANAGEMENT.

How cAN | suPPORT BERKSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY IN PITTSFIELD, MA?

Y OU CAN SUPPORT BERKSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY BY DONATING MONEY OR SUPPLIES, VOLUNTEERING, FOSTERING ANIMALS, OR
PARTICIPATING IN THEIR FUNDRAISING EVENTS.

WHAT COVID-19 SAFETY MEASURES ARE IN PLACE AT BERkSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY IN
PITTSFIELD?

BERKSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY HAS IMPLEMENTED SAFETY MEASURES INCLUDING LIMITED SHELTER VISITS BY APPOINTMENT, MASK
REQUIREMENTS, SOCIAL DISTANCING, AND ENHANCED CLEANING PROTOCOLS TO PROTECT STAFF, VOLUNTEERS, AND VISITORS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. CoMPASSION IN ACTION: THE STORY OF BERKSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY

THIS BOOK CHRONICLES THE HISTORY AND MISSION OF THE BERKSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY IN PITTSFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS. IT
HIGHLIGHTS THE ORGANIZATION'S COMMITMENT TO ANIMAL WELFARE, RESCUE EFFORTS, AND COMMUNITY OUTREACH. READERS
GAIN INSIGHT INTO THE CHALLENGES AND TRIUMPHS OF RUNNING A HUMANE SOCIETY IN A SMALL CITY.

2. PAwS AND HEARTS: TALES FROM BERKSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY

A HEARTWARMING COLLECTION OF TRUE STORIES ABOUT ANIMALS RESCUED AND REHABILITATED BY THE BERKSHIRE HUMANE
SOCIETY. EACH CHAPTER INTRODUCES A DIFFERENT ANIMAL, SHARING THEIR JOURNEY FROM HARDSHIP TO HOPE. THE BOOK
SHOWCASES THE DEDICATION OF STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS WHO MAKE THESE HAPPY ENDINGS POSSIBLE.

3. BUILDING A BETTER COMMUNITY: ANIMAL WELFARE IN PITTSFIELD

THIS BOOK EXPLORES THE BROADER IMPACT OF THE BERKSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY ON THE PITTSFIELD COMMUNITY. |T DISCUSSES
PARTNERSHIPS WITH LOCAL SCHOOLS, BUSINESSES, AND RESIDENTS TO PROMOTE RESPONSIBLE PET OWNERSHIP AND ANIMAL
WELFARE EDUCATION. THE NARRATIVE EMPHASIZES THE SOCIETY’S ROLE IN FOSTERING COMPASSION AND COMMUNITY SPIRIT.

4. AporT, DonN’T SHor: THE BERKSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY GUIDE

A PRACTICAL GUIDE FOR PROSPECTIVE PET ADOPTERS IN AND AROUND PITTSFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS. THE BOOK OFFERS ADVICE
ON CHOOSING THE RIGHT PET, PREPARING YOUR HOME, AND ENSURING A SMOOTH TRANSITION FOR YOUR NEW COMPANION. |T
ALSO COVERS THE ADOPTION PROCESS AT THE BERKSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY AND THE BENEFITS OF ADOPTING FROM A SHELTER.

5. VoLUNTEER VOICES: INSIDE BERKSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY



FEATURING INTERVIEWS AND PERSONAL STORIES FROM VOLUNTEERS AT THE BERKSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY, THIS BOOK PROVIDES
A BEHIND-THE-SCENES LOOK AT THE DAILY OPERATIONS AND EMOTIONAL REWARDS OF VOLUNTEERING. |T HIGHLIGHTS THE
DIVERSE ROLES VOLUNTEERS PLAY, FROM ANIMAL CARE TO FUNDRAISING AND COMMUNITY EVENTS.

6. PROTECTING PITTSFIELD’S PETS: ANIMAL RESCUE AND ADVOCACY

AN INFORMATIVE ACCOUNT OF ANIMAL RESCUE AND ADVOCACY EFFORTS LED BY THE BERKSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY. THE BOOK
DETAILS CASE STUDIES OF RESCUE MISSIONS, LEGAL BATTLES AGAINST ANIMAL CRUELTY, AND INITIATIVES TO IMPROVE ANIMAL
PROTECTION LAWS IN MASSACHUSETTS. |T SERVES AS AN INSPIRING CALL TO ACTION FOR ANIMAL LOVERS.

7. THE HEART OF BERKSHIRE: ANIMALS AND PEOPLE

THIS BOOK DELVES INTO THE SPECIAL BOND BETWEEN THE RESIDENTS OF PITTSFIELD AND THEIR ANIMALS, WITH A FOCUS ON THE
WORK DONE BY BERKSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY. |IT COMBINES PERSONAL ANECDOTES, HISTORICAL CONTEXT, AND CURRENT
PROGRAMS TO PAINT A VIVID PICTURE OF A COMMUNITY UNITED BY COMPASSION.

8. FURRY FrIENDS FoOREVER: A GUIDE TO LIFELONG PET CARE

DESIGNED FOR PET OWNERS IN BERKSHIRE COUNTY, THIS GUIDE COVERS ESSENTIAL TOPICS SUCH AS NUTRITION, HEALTH CARE,
TRAINING, AND BEHAVIOR. THE BERKSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY CONTRIBUTES EXPERT ADVICE AND RESOURCES TO HELP PET OWNERS
PROVIDE THE BEST CARE FOR THEIR FURRY COMPANIONS. |T ALSO INCLUDES TIPS ON HOW TO SUPPORT LOCAL ANIMAL

SHEL TERS.

Q. Hore AND HEALING: REHABILITATION STORIES FROM BERKSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY

THIS INSPIRING COLLECTION HIGHLIGHTS THE REHABILITATION JOURNEYS OF INJURED, ABUSED, OR NEGLECTED ANIMALS CARED FOR
BY THE BERKSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY. EACH STORY DEMONSTRATES THE RESILIENCE OF ANIMALS AND THE DEDICATION OF THE
STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS WHO NURSE THEM BACK TO HEALTH. THE BOOK CELEBRATES THE TRANSFORMATIVE POWER OF KINDNESS
AND CARE.
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