
best 3 point percentage in nba history
best 3 point percentage in nba history is a topic that highlights some of the
most precise and efficient shooters the league has ever seen. In the NBA, the
three-point shot has become a critical element of modern basketball strategy,
transforming how teams approach offense. Identifying players with the best 3
point percentage in NBA history provides insight into those who have excelled
at this long-range skill over the decades. This article explores the top all-
time leaders in three-point accuracy, breaks down their shooting techniques,
and examines how the evolution of the three-point shot has impacted these
records. Additionally, it discusses the significance of three-point shooting
in today’s NBA and profiles some current stars who are climbing the ranks.
The following sections will cover the historical context, statistical
leaders, shooting mechanics, and trends related to the best 3 point
percentage in NBA history.
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Techniques and Factors Contributing to High Three-Point Accuracy
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Understanding the Importance of Three-Point
Shooting in the NBA

The three-point shot was introduced to the NBA in the 1979-1980 season,
revolutionizing the way the game is played. Over the years, the value placed
on three-point shooting has dramatically increased, influencing team
strategies and player skill development. The best 3 point percentage in NBA
history is not only a measure of accuracy but also of a player's ability to
impact games from beyond the arc consistently.

The Role of the Three-Point Shot in Modern
Basketball

Today, the three-point shot is a cornerstone of offensive playbooks across
the league. Teams rely on spacing and perimeter shooting to stretch defenses



and create scoring opportunities. A high three-point shooting percentage can
shift momentum and force opponents to adjust their defensive schemes. Players
with exceptional 3-point accuracy are valuable assets who can change the
course of a game with a few well-placed shots.

Statistical Impact of Three-Point Shooting

Analytics have underscored the efficiency of the three-point shot, showing
that even slightly above-average shooters can significantly improve their
team's offensive output. The best 3 point percentage in NBA history reflects
players who have mastered this skill to an elite level, combining precision
with consistency over their careers.

Top Players with the Best 3 Point Percentage in
NBA History

Several players stand out in NBA history for their exceptional three-point
shooting accuracy. These athletes have maintained impressive percentages over
large sample sizes, marking them as some of the most efficient shooters ever.

Top All-Time Leaders by Three-Point Percentage

The following players are recognized for having the best 3 point percentage
in NBA history, based on career statistics:

Steve Kerr – Holding the highest career three-point percentage, Kerr’s
shooting precision is legendary. He maintained a remarkable 45.4% from
beyond the arc over his 15-year career.

Hubert Davis – Known for his smooth shooting stroke, Davis finished his
career with a 44.1% three-point percentage.

Stephen Curry – Revolutionizing the three-point shot era, Curry boasts a
career percentage around 43%, while also attempting a high volume of
shots, making his efficiency even more impressive.

Jason Kapono – A sharpshooter with a career three-point percentage of
43.1%, Kapono was a consistent threat from long range.

Dražen Petrović – Although his career was tragically cut short, Petrović
posted an impressive 43.7% from three-point range.



Factors Behind Their Exceptional Percentages

These players combined shooting mechanics, basketball IQ, and shot selection
to achieve their elite percentages. Their ability to shoot under pressure and
from various spots on the floor contributed heavily to their success.

Techniques and Factors Contributing to High
Three-Point Accuracy

Achieving the best 3 point percentage in NBA history requires more than
natural talent. Several technical and mental factors are crucial to sustained
shooting excellence.

Shooting Mechanics and Form

Proper shooting mechanics are fundamental. This includes consistent foot
placement, a smooth release, follow-through, and balanced body posture.
Players with high three-point accuracy often demonstrate repeatable form that
minimizes variance in shot execution.

Shot Selection and Decision Making

Efficient shooters excel at choosing the right moments to shoot. They avoid
forced attempts and capitalize on open looks created by teammates and
offensive schemes. Smart shot selection directly impacts shooting
percentages.

Practice and Conditioning

Repetition through practice solidifies muscle memory, while physical
conditioning ensures shooters maintain form and accuracy late into games.
Elite three-point shooters often dedicate countless hours to fine-tuning
their craft.



Evolution of the Three-Point Shot in NBA
History

The three-point shot has evolved from a novelty to a fundamental aspect of
NBA offenses. This transformation has influenced both shooting percentages
and player roles.

Early Adoption and Initial Skepticism

Initially, the three-point shot was met with skepticism and underutilized.
Many teams focused on traditional inside scoring, and attempts from beyond
the arc were infrequent and often low percentage.

The Three-Point Revolution

Starting in the 2000s, the NBA saw a marked increase in three-point attempts,
led by players like Ray Allen and Reggie Miller. The emphasis shifted toward
spacing and perimeter shooting, raising league-wide three-point percentages.

The Curry Effect and Modern Trends

Stephen Curry’s unprecedented range and volume of three-point shots have
redefined expectations. His style has inspired teams to prioritize three-
point shooting, resulting in more attempts and evolved strategies focused on
maximizing efficiency.

Current Players Excelling in Three-Point
Percentage

While historical players set the benchmark for the best 3 point percentage in
NBA history, several current athletes are also making significant impacts
with their long-range shooting.

Stephen Curry

Curry continues to be one of the most prolific and efficient three-point
shooters in NBA history. His ability to shoot from deep range, off the



dribble, and under defensive pressure distinguishes him as a transcendent
talent.

Joe Harris

Known for his consistent shooting, Joe Harris has maintained a career three-
point percentage above 43%, ranking him among the best active shooters in the
league.

Other Notable Sharpshooters

Duncan Robinson – Robinson’s quick release and shooting accuracy have
made him a valuable perimeter threat.

Buddy Hield – Hield’s volume shooting combined with high efficiency
places him among the league’s top three-point shooters.

Paul George – George’s versatility extends to his ability to knock down
timely three-pointers at a high clip.

These players continue to push the boundaries of three-point shooting,
contributing to their teams’ offensive success and the ongoing evolution of
the NBA’s playing style.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who holds the record for the best career 3-point
shooting percentage in NBA history?
Steve Kerr holds the record for the best career 3-point shooting percentage
in NBA history, shooting approximately 45.4% from beyond the arc.

What is the highest single-season 3-point shooting
percentage in NBA history?
Kyle Korver holds the record for the highest single-season 3-point shooting
percentage in NBA history, shooting 53.6% during the 2009-2010 season.



Which player has the best 3-point percentage in NBA
Finals history?
Steve Kerr has the best 3-point shooting percentage in NBA Finals history,
shooting around 56.0% in Finals games.

How has the best 3-point shooting percentage evolved
over NBA history?
The best 3-point shooting percentages have generally improved over time as
the 3-point shot has become more integral to the game and players have
refined their shooting techniques.

Are there any Hall of Famers known for having the
best 3-point percentages?
Yes, Steve Kerr, a Hall of Famer, is known for having the best career 3-point
shooting percentage in NBA history, highlighting his elite shooting ability.

What factors contribute to a player achieving a high
3-point shooting percentage?
Factors include shooting mechanics, shot selection, consistency, practice,
and the ability to create open shots through teamwork and movement.

Additional Resources
1. Splash Masters: The Greatest 3-Point Shooters in NBA History
This book explores the careers and techniques of the NBA's best 3-point
shooters, highlighting their impact on the game. It delves into the evolution
of the 3-point shot and profiles players with the highest 3-point
percentages. Readers gain insight into what makes a great shooter and how the
art of long-range shooting has changed basketball.

2. The Art of the Perfect Shot: NBA’s Elite 3-Point Specialists
Focusing on the precision and skill behind the NBA’s top 3-point shooters,
this book breaks down shooting mechanics and training regimens. It features
interviews with players and coaches who have contributed to the rise of the
3-point shot. The narrative includes statistical analysis and memorable
moments from the league’s sharpshooters.

3. Beyond the Arc: The History of 3-Point Shooting in the NBA
"Beyond the Arc" presents a comprehensive history of the 3-point line and its
influence on the NBA. It charts the progression from its introduction to the
present-day emphasis on perimeter shooting. The book highlights players with
the best 3-point percentages and their role in transforming basketball
strategy.



4. Precision from Downtown: NBA’s Top 3-Point Percentage Legends
This title profiles the legends of 3-point shooting, emphasizing those with
the highest accuracy rates. It combines player biographies with an analysis
of shooting techniques that lead to exceptional percentage numbers. The book
also discusses how these players have shaped team dynamics and offensive
strategies.

5. Clutch Shooters: NBA’s Best 3-Point Percentage Performers in Pressure
Moments
Highlighting players who consistently excel in high-pressure situations, this
book examines the best 3-point shooters during clutch moments. It covers the
psychological and physical attributes that contribute to success under
pressure. Detailed game recaps and player stats illustrate how these athletes
maintain impressive percentages when it matters most.

6. Sharpshooters: The Science Behind NBA’s Best 3-Point Percentages
This book takes a scientific approach to understanding what drives elite 3-
point shooting accuracy. It explores biomechanics, shot selection, and
statistical modeling to explain how top shooters maintain high percentages.
Readers learn about training innovations and technology used to improve
shooting performance.

7. From Arc to Art: The Evolution of 3-Point Shooting Excellence in the NBA
Tracing the development of 3-point shooting from a novelty to a critical
skill, this book celebrates the players who mastered the shot. It discusses
changes in coaching philosophies and player development that have led to
higher 3-point percentages. The narrative includes profiles of record-holders
and pioneers in long-range shooting.

8. Three-Point Kings: NBA’s Most Accurate Long-Range Shooters
This book ranks and analyzes the NBA’s most accurate 3-point shooters,
focusing on career percentages and consistency. It includes detailed
statistics, player comparisons, and highlights from memorable shooting
performances. The book serves as a tribute to the players who have dominated
the 3-point line historically.

9. Elite Range: Techniques and Stories of NBA’s Best 3-Point Percentage
Leaders
"Elite Range" combines technical advice with inspiring stories from NBA
players who lead in 3-point percentage. It covers drills, mental preparation,
and game strategies that contribute to elite shooting success. Readers gain
both practical knowledge and an appreciation for the dedication behind top-
tier 3-point accuracy.
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