best friends animal society founders

best friends animal society founders are the visionary individuals behind one
of the most influential animal welfare organizations in the United States.
Established with a mission to end the killing of dogs and cats in shelters,
the founders of Best Friends Animal Society have made significant strides in
animal rescue, advocacy, and community education. This article explores the
origins of the organization, profiles the key founders, and highlights their
lasting impact on animal welfare. Understanding the background and
motivations of the best friends animal society founders sheds light on how
their dedication has shaped the organization’s innovative programs and
nationwide initiatives. Additionally, this article covers the society’s
ongoing commitment to no-kill shelters and their efforts to inspire
communities to adopt humane practices for animal care. The following sections
provide a detailed overview of the founders, their core values, and the
legacy they continue to build.
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Origins of Best Friends Animal Society

The history of Best Friends Animal Society begins in the late 1980s when a
group of passionate animal lovers came together with the shared goal of
addressing the high euthanasia rates in animal shelters. The founders
recognized the urgent need to create a sanctuary where homeless animals could
be cared for with compassion and respect. This collective effort led to the
establishment of the society in 1984, with the initial focus on creating a
safe haven in Kanab, Utah. The founders’ vision was to demonstrate that no
animal should be considered disposable, and their pioneering approach has
since influenced animal welfare practices nationwide. The early days were
marked by challenges such as limited resources and the need to raise public
awareness about shelter conditions.

Initial Challenges and Breakthroughs

From its inception, the founders faced obstacles including funding shortages,



community skepticism, and the logistical difficulties of creating a large-
scale animal sanctuary. Despite these challenges, their persistent advocacy
and innovative strategies helped the society grow. Early breakthroughs
included successful public outreach campaigns and partnerships with local
shelters, which helped reduce euthanasia rates and increase adoption rates.
The founders also emphasized education and volunteer involvement as key
components of their strategy to transform public attitudes toward shelter
animals.

Key Founders of Best Friends Animal Society

The best friends animal society founders include a group of dedicated
individuals whose combined expertise and passion laid the foundation for the
organization’s success. Although the society was co-founded by several
people, certain figures stand out for their leadership, vision, and ongoing
contributions to animal welfare. These founders brought diverse backgrounds
in animal care, activism, and nonprofit management, which enabled them to
tackle the complex issues facing stray and abandoned animals.

Ann Wilson

Ann Wilson is widely recognized as one of the primary founders of Best
Friends Animal Society. Her commitment to animal rescue and her visionary
leadership were instrumental in establishing the sanctuary in Kanab. Wilson’s
philosophy emphasized kindness, respect, and a no-kill approach, which became
core principles of the organization. She also played a crucial role in
organizing volunteer networks and raising awareness about the plight of
shelter animals across the country.

Other Notable Founders

Alongside Ann Wilson, other founders contributed significantly to the
society’s development. These include individuals with expertise in veterinary
care, nonprofit leadership, and community outreach. Their collaborative
efforts ensured that Best Friends Animal Society grew into a comprehensive
animal welfare organization. Each founder brought unique skills that helped
expand the society’s programs beyond rescue to include adoption services,
spay/neuter initiatives, and legislative advocacy.

Mission and Vision Set by the Founders

The core mission and vision of Best Friends Animal Society, crafted by its
founders, center on ending the killing of healthy and treatable animals in
shelters. This mission reflects a broader commitment to animal rights and
welfare, promoting humane treatment, and fostering community involvement. The



founders envisioned a future where animal shelters would no longer be places
of despair but rather centers of hope and care.

Core Values and Principles

The founders established several guiding principles that continue to drive
the organization:

e No-Kill Philosophy: Commitment to saving every healthy and treatable
animal.

» Compassionate Care: Providing high-quality, loving care for all animals
in their sanctuary and programs.

e Community Engagement: Educating and involving local communities to
promote responsible pet ownership.

* Advocacy and Collaboration: Working with other organizations,
policymakers, and the public to advance animal welfare laws and
practices.

e Transparency and Accountability: Maintaining high standards in
operations and communications to build trust and support.

Impact of the Founders on Animal Welfare

The influence of the best friends animal society founders extends far beyond
the establishment of the organization itself. Their pioneering work has
inspired a nationwide movement toward no-kill shelters and has reshaped
public attitudes about shelter animals. By demonstrating that euthanasia is
not the only solution, they have helped reduce the number of animals killed
in shelters across the United States.

Innovations and Programs Initiated by the Founders

Under the guidance of the founders, Best Friends Animal Society developed
several innovative programs that have become models for animal welfare
organizations everywhere. These include:

e Sanctuary Model: Providing a permanent, safe environment for animals
that cannot be adopted.

e Pet Adoption Initiatives: Creating national adoption campaigns that
connect animals with loving homes.



e Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR) Programs: Addressing the stray cat population
humanely through sterilization and community support.

e Education and Outreach: Promoting public awareness about animal welfare
and responsible pet care.

Legacy and Continuing Influence

The legacy of the best friends animal society founders is evident in the
ongoing success and expansion of the organization. Their foundational work
established a blueprint for compassionate animal care that continues to
inspire activists, shelters, and communities nationwide. The society’s growth
into a leading animal welfare organization attests to the enduring relevance
of the founders’ vision.

Current Initiatives Reflecting Founders’ Vision

Today, Best Friends Animal Society runs numerous programs that align with the
founders’ original goals. These include:

1. Expanding no-kill shelter networks across the country.
2. Enhancing community-based animal welfare efforts.
3. Strengthening legislative advocacy for animal protection laws.

4. Developing innovative partnerships with local shelters and rescue
groups.

Through these ongoing efforts, the best friends animal society founders’
vision continues to make a profound difference in the lives of countless
animals and the communities that support them.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who founded Best Friends Animal Society?

Best Friends Animal Society was founded by a group of animal lovers including
Ed and Laura Velasquez, and notable philanthropist Michael Tillson.

When was Best Friends Animal Society established?

Best Friends Animal Society was established in 1984.



What inspired the founders to start Best Friends
Animal Society?

The founders were inspired by a desire to end the killing of homeless pets in
shelters and to create a no-kill sanctuary for animals.

Where is the headquarters of Best Friends Animal
Society located?

The headquarters of Best Friends Animal Society is located in Kanab, Utah.

What role did Ed and Laura Velasquez play in Best
Friends Animal Society?

Ed and Laura Velasquez were among the original founders who helped establish
and grow Best Friends Animal Society into a leading animal welfare
organization.

How has the leadership of Best Friends Animal
Society evolved since its founding?

Since its founding, Best Friends Animal Society has expanded with
professional leadership and a dedicated team, while maintaining the vision
and mission set by the original founders.

What is the mission of the founders of Best Friends
Animal Society?

The founders' mission was to save and protect homeless pets through rescue,
adoption, spay/neuter programs, and public education to achieve no-kill
communities.

Are the founders of Best Friends Animal Society
still involved in the organization?

Some of the original founders remain involved in advisory roles, while the
organization is currently managed by a professional leadership team.

How did Best Friends Animal Society grow from its
founding to become a national organization?

Starting as a small sanctuary, the founders focused on community outreach,
partnerships with shelters, and national campaigns, enabling Best Friends
Animal Society to grow into a leading national no-kill animal welfare
organization.



Additional Resources

1. Founding Friends: The Story of Best Friends Animal Society

This book chronicles the inspiring journey of the founders of Best Friends
Animal Society, detailing how a small group of passionate individuals came
together to create one of the most influential animal welfare organizations
in the world. It explores their challenges, triumphs, and unwavering
dedication to saving lives. Readers gain insight into the early days and the
vision that propelled the society to national prominence.

2. Compassion in Action: The Best Friends Animal Society Legacy

Focusing on the philosophy and mission behind Best Friends Animal Society,
this book highlights the core values that drive the founders and their team.
It offers heartwarming stories of animals saved and transformed by the
society'’s efforts, emphasizing the power of compassion and community
involvement. The narrative also includes interviews with the founders and key
volunteers.

3. From Shelter to Sanctuary: The Visionaries Behind Best Friends Animal
Society

This title delves into the innovative approaches pioneered by the founders to
transform animal shelters into sanctuaries of hope and healing. Through
detailed accounts, it showcases how dedication and creativity helped redefine
animal rescue and adoption practices. The book also profiles several key
founders and the pivotal moments that shaped their mission.

4. Best Friends Forever: Building a Movement for Animal Welfare

Exploring the grassroots origins of Best Friends Animal Society, this book
tells the story of how friendship and shared purpose sparked a nationwide
movement. It highlights the collective efforts of the founders to advocate
for no-kill shelters and improved animal welfare legislation. Readers are
introduced to the community-driven campaigns that changed the lives of
countless animals.

5. Heart and Hustle: The Founders Behind Best Friends Animal Society

This biography-style book provides an intimate look at the personal lives and
motivations of the society’s founders. Covering their backgrounds,
challenges, and the sacrifices made along the way, it paints a vivid picture
of the passion fueling their work. The narrative emphasizes perseverance and
the power of belief in a better world for animals.

6. Saving Lives Together: The Best Friends Animal Society Story

Detailing the collaborative spirit that defines Best Friends Animal Society,
this book focuses on how teamwork and partnerships helped scale their impact.
It includes stories of cross-organizational cooperation and community
engagement that led to groundbreaking animal rescue initiatives. The
founders’ leadership styles and strategies are examined in depth.

7. Voices for the Voiceless: Founders of Best Friends Animal Society Speak
Out
A collection of essays, speeches, and interviews from the founders, this book



offers firsthand perspectives on animal rights, shelter reform, and advocacy.
It provides readers with a deeper understanding of the passion and intellect
driving the society’s mission. The compilation serves as both inspiration and
a call to action for animal lovers everywhere.

8. Hope on Four Legs: The Founding of Best Friends Animal Society

This narrative traces the origins of Best Friends Animal Society from its
inception to its rise as a leading animal welfare organization. It highlights
key events, milestones, and the founders’ visionary leadership that fostered
a culture of hope and healing for animals. The book also shares touching
stories of animals whose lives were forever changed.

9. Trailblazers for Tails: The Pioneers of Best Friends Animal Society
Celebrating the pioneering spirit of the founders, this book examines how
their innovative ideas and relentless advocacy reshaped animal rescue efforts
nationwide. It discusses the challenges they faced breaking new ground and
the legacy they left for future generations. Readers are inspired by tales of
courage, innovation, and unwavering commitment to animal welfare.
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