
big business girl 1931

big business girl 1931 refers to a notable 1931 American comedy film that explores themes of ambition, gender
roles, and business acumen during the early 20th century. This movie uniquely captures the era’s social and
economic challenges while providing a comedic yet insightful look at a woman navigating the male-dominated
business world. The film is recognized for its portrayal of a determined female protagonist breaking stereotypes
in the 1930s. Throughout this article, we will delve into the historical context of the film, its plot and
characters, production details, reception, and its significance in film history. Additionally, the article will
highlight the societal impact and the legacy of the “big business girl 1931” in cinematic and cultural terms.
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Historical Context and Background

The film big business girl 1931 was released during a period marked by the Great Depression, an era that
significantly influenced American society and the entertainment industry. The early 1930s saw many films
addressing economic hardships and shifting social dynamics, particularly concerning women's roles. As women
increasingly entered the workforce, cinema began reflecting changing attitudes toward gender and business. This
film stands as a cultural artifact of its time, offering insight into the challenges and opportunities faced by
women aspiring to achieve success in the corporate world.

The Economic Climate of the Early 1930s

During the Great Depression, unemployment rates soared, and economic instability was widespread. Women,
although often marginalized in business, found new opportunities as economic necessity pushed traditional
boundaries. The film mirrors these societal shifts by presenting a narrative centered around a female
entrepreneur confronting and overcoming obstacles in a male-dominated environment.

Women in Business in the 1930s

In the 1930s, women’s participation in business was growing but still limited by prevailing gender norms. Films
like big business girl 1931 depicted this transformation, highlighting themes of independence, ambition, and
resilience. The protagonist’s journey reflects broader societal debates about gender equality and women’s
economic empowerment during this transformative decade.

Plot Summary and Main Characters

The storyline of big business girl 1931 revolves around a young woman determined to succeed in the
competitive business world. Through wit, determination, and strategic thinking, she navigates corporate
challenges and societal expectations to assert her place in a traditionally male sphere.



Main Characters

Protagonist: The ambitious businesswoman whose journey drives the film’s narrative.

Supporting Male Lead: Often a business rival or potential ally, representing the traditional male
perspective.

Mentors and Colleagues: Characters who either support or challenge the protagonist’s ambitions.

Antagonists: Figures embodying societal resistance to women in business.

Plot Highlights

The film follows the protagonist’s rise from an entry-level position to a leadership role within a major
corporation. Key moments include strategic negotiations, overcoming personal and professional setbacks, and
challenging gender discrimination. The narrative combines humor with social commentary, illustrating both the
difficulties and triumphs of a woman in business during the 1930s.

Production and Direction

big business girl 1931 was produced during the pre-Code Hollywood era, which allowed for more progressive
and sometimes controversial themes related to gender and social issues. The film’s production values, direction,
and screenplay reflect the cinematic style of early 1930s American film.

Director and Creative Team

The director, known for crafting engaging comedies and dramas, brought a nuanced approach to the film’s
sensitive themes. The screenplay was written to balance entertainment with social critique, ensuring the film’s
appeal to a broad audience while addressing serious issues.

Filming Techniques and Style

The film utilized contemporary filming techniques, including dynamic dialogue-driven scenes and character-
focused storytelling. The cinematography emphasized both the urban business environment and intimate moments,
highlighting the protagonist’s personal growth.

Reception and Critical Analysis

Upon release, big business girl 1931 received mixed to positive reviews, with critics praising its progressive
portrayal of a female business leader and its comedic elements. The film resonated with audiences facing
economic uncertainty and shifting social norms.

Contemporary Reviews

Many reviewers highlighted the film’s fresh perspective on women’s empowerment and its timely themes. The lead
actress's performance was often singled out for its charm and conviction, contributing to the film’s
commercial success.



Modern Critical Perspective

From a modern standpoint, the film is considered an important example of early feminist cinema, illustrating the
challenges women faced in the workforce. Its blend of humor and social commentary has been analyzed in film
studies as reflective of pre-Code Hollywood’s willingness to explore complex gender dynamics.

Legacy and Cultural Impact

The legacy of big business girl 1931 extends beyond its initial release, influencing subsequent portrayals of
women in business in film and popular culture. It played a role in shaping early cinematic narratives around
female ambition and independence.

Influence on Later Films

The film set a precedent for later movies that featured strong female leads navigating corporate settings. Its
themes have echoed through decades of cinema, contributing to the evolving representation of women in the
workplace.

Significance in Gender Studies and Film History

Scholars often cite big business girl 1931 in discussions about gender roles in media and the history of women’s
representation in Hollywood. It serves as a case study for the intersection of entertainment, gender politics,
and economic realities of the early 20th century.

Key Contributions to Cultural Dialogue

Challenged traditional gender stereotypes in business.

Highlighted the economic and social challenges women faced.

Encouraged discourse on women’s empowerment through media.

Demonstrated the viability of female-led narratives in mainstream cinema.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Big Business Girl' (1931) about?

'Big Business Girl' is a 1931 pre-Code drama film that follows the story of a young woman navigating the
challenges of the business world during the early 20th century.

Who directed the film 'Big Business Girl' (1931)?

The film was directed by Alfred E. Green, a notable director of the early sound era.



Who starred in 'Big Business Girl' (1931)?

The film starred Joan Blondell in the lead role, alongside actors such as Richard Arlen and Glenda Farrell.

What genre does 'Big Business Girl' (1931) belong to?

'Big Business Girl' is primarily a drama film with elements of romance and comedy, typical of pre-Code
Hollywood films.

Is 'Big Business Girl' (1931) considered a pre-Code film?

Yes, 'Big Business Girl' was released in 1931, during the pre-Code era before strict enforcement of the Motion
Picture Production Code.

What themes are explored in 'Big Business Girl' (1931)?

The film explores themes such as women's independence, workplace challenges, romance, and the pursuit of
success in a male-dominated business environment.

Was 'Big Business Girl' (1931) commercially successful?

While not a major blockbuster, 'Big Business Girl' was well-received for its engaging story and performances,
fitting well within Warner Bros.' early 1930s output.

Where can I watch 'Big Business Girl' (1931)?

The film may be available through classic movie streaming services, archives, or for purchase on platforms
that specialize in vintage films.

How does 'Big Business Girl' (1931) reflect the era it was made in?

'Big Business Girl' reflects the early 1930s by portraying a strong female protagonist dealing with issues of
career and romance, highlighting the evolving role of women during the pre-Code Hollywood period.

Additional Resources
1. Big Business Girl: A 1931 Classic Novel
This novel tells the story of a young woman navigating the male-dominated corporate world of the early
20th century. Set against the backdrop of the Great Depression, it explores themes of ambition, gender roles,
and resilience. The protagonist’s journey highlights the challenges and triumphs faced by women striving for
success in business during this era.

2. Women in Business: The 1930s Breakthrough
This historical account examines the rise of women in the business sector during the 1930s. It delves into
societal attitudes, economic conditions, and pioneering female entrepreneurs who challenged traditional norms.
The book provides context for the cultural and economic environment surrounding stories like Big Business Girl.

3. The Corporate Woman: Stories from the Early 20th Century
A collection of biographies and fictional stories about women making their mark in corporate America before
World War II. These narratives showcase the determination and innovation required to succeed in a
predominantly male industry. The book offers insight into the obstacles and opportunities of the period.

4. Ambition and Adversity: Women Entrepreneurs of the 1930s
Focusing on real-life examples, this book highlights women who started and grew businesses during the



challenging economic times of the 1930s. It discusses how these entrepreneurs balanced societal expectations
with their professional goals. The stories reveal the grit and creativity that defined female leadership at the
time.

5. Business and Gender: A Historical Perspective
This academic work explores the intersection of gender and business from the early 1900s through the Great
Depression. It analyzes how cultural norms influenced women’s participation in the workforce and business
ownership. The book provides a thorough understanding of the environment in which stories like Big Business Girl
are set.

6. The Great Depression and Women’s Work
Examining the impact of the Great Depression on women’s employment, this book discusses shifts in labor markets
and gender roles. It highlights both setbacks and advancements for women in business and industry during the
1930s. The narrative provides valuable background for understanding the challenges faced by characters in
Big Business Girl.

7. Pioneering Women in American Business
This book profiles trailblazing women who made significant contributions to American commerce in the early
20th century. Through detailed stories, it celebrates their leadership and innovation amidst social and
economic hurdles. Readers gain appreciation for the legacy that inspired works like Big Business Girl.

8. From Secretary to CEO: Women’s Career Paths in the 1930s
Tracking the evolving roles of women in corporate settings, this book traces career trajectories from entry-
level positions to executive leadership. It highlights the gradual breaking of glass ceilings and the cultural
shifts allowing greater female participation. The book complements the themes found in Big Business Girl by
illustrating real career progressions.

9. The Social History of Women in Business, 1920-1940
Offering a comprehensive look at the social dynamics affecting women in business, this book covers fashion,
education, family life, and workplace culture. It contextualizes the personal and professional lives of women
striving to succeed during the interwar period. The insights provided enrich understanding of the era depicted in
Big Business Girl.
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