
big interview dan rather

big interview dan rather is a phrase that brings to mind one of the most
iconic moments in broadcast journalism history. Dan Rather, a veteran
journalist and former CBS Evening News anchor, is known for his in-depth and
impactful interviews that have shaped public discourse. This article explores
the significance of big interviews conducted by Dan Rather, highlighting his
interviewing style, memorable moments, and the influence these interviews
have had on journalism and viewers alike. Additionally, the discussion will
include techniques aspiring journalists can learn from Rather’s approach and
how his work remains relevant in today’s media landscape. Understanding Dan
Rather’s big interviews offers valuable insights into the art of journalism
and the power of media to inform and influence society. The following
sections will delve into these aspects in detail.

Dan Rather’s Career and Legacy

Characteristics of Dan Rather’s Big Interviews

Notable Big Interviews by Dan Rather

Impact of Dan Rather’s Interviews on Journalism

Lessons from Dan Rather’s Interviewing Techniques

Dan Rather’s Career and Legacy
Dan Rather’s career spans over six decades, making him one of the most
respected figures in American journalism. Beginning his work in the 1950s,
Rather quickly rose through the ranks to become a prominent news anchor and
correspondent for CBS News. His tenure as the anchor for the CBS Evening News
from 1981 to 2005 solidified his reputation for delivering hard-hitting news
coverage and conducting interviews that were both probing and respectful. His
legacy is built on his commitment to journalistic integrity and his ability
to connect with audiences through storytelling and interviews.

Early Career and Rise to Prominence
Dan Rather started his journalism journey as a reporter covering local news
and eventually moved to larger markets. His breakthrough came with his
coverage of the Vietnam War, where he reported directly from the front lines.
This experience honed his skills in investigative reporting and set the stage
for his later work in conducting major interviews. His reputation grew as he
covered significant historical events such as the civil rights movement and



presidential elections.

Influence on Broadcast Journalism
Throughout his career, Dan Rather influenced the standards of broadcast
journalism by emphasizing accuracy, fairness, and depth in reporting. His big
interviews often went beyond surface-level questions, encouraging
interviewees to provide detailed insights. This approach helped elevate the
role of televised interviews as a critical tool for public understanding and
accountability.

Characteristics of Dan Rather’s Big Interviews
Dan Rather’s big interviews are distinguished by several key characteristics
that set them apart in the field of journalism. His approach combines
thorough preparation, a calm and authoritative demeanor, and the ability to
ask challenging questions without alienating his subjects. These elements
contribute to interviews that are both informative and engaging.

Preparation and Research
One hallmark of Dan Rather’s interview style is his meticulous preparation.
Before conducting an interview, Rather extensively researches the background
of his interviewee and the subject matter. This preparation enables him to
ask informed questions and follow up effectively, leading to comprehensive
discussions that uncover new information or perspectives.

Balanced and Respectful Questioning
Rather’s interviewing technique balances firmness with respect. While he does
not shy away from tough questions, he maintains a tone that encourages open
dialogue rather than confrontation. This approach often results in candid
responses and helps build credibility with both the interviewee and the
audience.

Focus on Substance Over Sensationalism
Rather’s big interviews prioritize substance, focusing on important issues
rather than sensational headlines. His questions aim to clarify complex
topics and reveal the implications of policies or events, reflecting his
commitment to informative journalism.



Notable Big Interviews by Dan Rather
Over the years, Dan Rather has conducted numerous big interviews that have
left a lasting impact on journalism and public awareness. These interviews
cover a wide range of topics including politics, social issues, and
international affairs.

Interview with President George W. Bush
One of Dan Rather’s memorable interviews includes his 2004 conversation with
President George W. Bush, where he probed into the administration’s policies
on the Iraq War and domestic security. This interview showcased Rather’s
ability to ask pointed questions while maintaining a professional demeanor.

Conversations with Civil Rights Leaders
Rather’s interviews with civil rights leaders during the 1960s and beyond
provided important insights into the struggle for racial equality in America.
These interviews helped bring critical social issues to the forefront of
national attention.

Coverage of the Watergate Scandal
Though more famously associated with Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein, Dan
Rather’s reporting and interviews during the Watergate scandal contributed to
the public’s understanding of political corruption, demonstrating his role in
investigative journalism.

Impact of Dan Rather’s Interviews on Journalism
The influence of Dan Rather’s big interviews extends beyond the immediate
news cycle, shaping journalistic practices and public expectations. His work
has inspired generations of journalists to pursue in-depth interviews that
hold power to account and inform citizens.

Setting Standards for Interviewing
Dan Rather’s interviewing style became a benchmark for broadcast journalism,
illustrating the importance of preparation, fairness, and depth. This
standard encourages journalists to look beyond superficial questions and
engage deeply with complex topics.



Promoting Accountability and Transparency
By asking tough questions and seeking truthful answers, Rather’s interviews
have promoted accountability among public figures. This role is vital in a
democratic society where informed citizenry depends on transparent
communication from leaders.

Educating the Public
Rather’s big interviews have also played an educational role, breaking down
complicated issues into understandable conversations. This clarity helps
viewers make informed decisions and fosters a more engaged public.

Lessons from Dan Rather’s Interviewing
Techniques
Journalists and media professionals can learn valuable lessons from Dan
Rather’s approach to big interviews. His techniques emphasize the importance
of preparation, respect, and clarity in communication.

Thorough Research as a Foundation
One key takeaway is the necessity of thorough research before interviews.
Understanding the background of the topic and the interviewee allows
journalists to ask meaningful questions and respond effectively during the
conversation.

Maintaining Composure and Professionalism
Dan Rather’s calm and authoritative presence highlights the importance of
maintaining composure during interviews, even when topics are sensitive or
contentious. Professionalism helps create an environment where subjects feel
comfortable sharing insights.

Prioritizing Depth Over Sensation
Rather’s focus on substantive questions rather than sensationalism
demonstrates how interviews can inform rather than merely entertain. This
approach builds trust with audiences and enhances the credibility of the
journalist.



Key Interviewing Tips from Dan Rather

Prepare extensively by researching all relevant information.

Develop clear and focused questions that drive the conversation.

Listen actively and be ready to follow up on unexpected answers.

Maintain a respectful tone to foster open dialogue.

Stay composed and professional regardless of the interview’s direction.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Dan Rather in the context of Big Interview?
Dan Rather is a veteran American journalist and former CBS Evening News
anchor who has been featured in Big Interview programs sharing his extensive
experience in journalism and interviewing techniques.

What topics does Dan Rather cover in Big Interview
sessions?
In Big Interview sessions, Dan Rather covers topics such as effective
communication, storytelling in journalism, interview preparation, and
insights into the news industry.

How can Dan Rather's Big Interview help improve my
interviewing skills?
Dan Rather's Big Interview provides practical advice on how to ask insightful
questions, actively listen, manage interview dynamics, and build rapport with
interviewees, all of which can enhance your interviewing skills.

Is Dan Rather's Big Interview suitable for
beginners?
Yes, Dan Rather's Big Interview is suitable for beginners as it breaks down
complex interviewing concepts into understandable lessons and provides real-
world examples from his career.

Where can I watch Dan Rather's Big Interview?
Dan Rather's Big Interview can typically be found on educational platforms,



official Big Interview websites, or through media training programs that
feature his sessions.

What makes Dan Rather's interviewing style unique
according to Big Interview?
Dan Rather's interviewing style is known for its directness, deep
preparation, and ability to ask tough but fair questions, which he discusses
in his Big Interview sessions.

Can Dan Rather's Big Interview help journalists?
Absolutely, journalists can benefit from Dan Rather's Big Interview by
learning advanced interviewing techniques, ethical journalism practices, and
how to handle high-pressure interview situations.

Does Dan Rather share personal experiences in Big
Interview?
Yes, Dan Rather shares numerous personal anecdotes and experiences from his
long career in broadcast journalism to illustrate key points in his Big
Interview sessions.

How long is a typical Big Interview session with Dan
Rather?
A typical Big Interview session with Dan Rather can range from 30 minutes to
an hour, depending on the format and depth of the content covered.

Are there any prerequisites to benefit from Dan
Rather's Big Interview?
There are no strict prerequisites, but having a basic understanding of
journalism or interview settings can help viewers get the most out of Dan
Rather's Big Interview sessions.

Additional Resources
1. Big Interview with Dan Rather: Lessons from a Legendary Journalist
This book delves into the career of Dan Rather, highlighting his most
memorable interviews and journalistic achievements. It offers readers
insights into his interviewing techniques and how he navigated complex
political and social stories. Aspiring journalists can learn from Rather's
dedication to truth and integrity in reporting.

2. Behind the Big Interview: Dan Rather's Approach to Journalism



Explore the methodology and mindset Dan Rather employed throughout his
decades-long career in broadcast journalism. This book provides a behind-the-
scenes look at how Rather prepared for and conducted his interviews,
emphasizing the importance of research and empathy. It is a valuable resource
for anyone interested in the craft of interviewing.

3. The Big Interview Experience: Conversations with Dan Rather
A compilation of some of Dan Rather's most impactful interviews, this book
presents the dialogues alongside contextual commentary. Readers gain
perspective on how Rather built rapport with his subjects and asked tough
questions. The book also reflects on the cultural and historical significance
of these interviews.

4. Dan Rather on the Big Stage: Reporting in Times of Crisis
This title focuses on Dan Rather's coverage of major crises and pivotal
moments in history. It illustrates how Rather maintained composure and
journalistic integrity under pressure. The book also discusses the role of
the interviewer in shaping public understanding during turbulent times.

5. Mastering the Big Interview: Dan Rather’s Guide to Effective Questioning
A practical guide inspired by Dan Rather’s interviewing style, this book
teaches readers how to craft insightful and impactful questions. It covers
techniques for engaging interviewees and steering conversations toward
meaningful revelations. Journalists and communicators will find this book
particularly useful.

6. The Big Interview Chronicles: Dan Rather’s Impact on Broadcast Journalism
This book chronicles Dan Rather's influence on the evolution of television
news interviews. It examines his groundbreaking work and how he set new
standards for journalistic excellence. Through analysis and anecdotes,
readers understand the lasting legacy Rather has left on the industry.

7. Conversations that Changed History: Dan Rather’s Big Interviews
Focusing on interviews that had significant historical impact, this book
showcases how Dan Rather’s questions helped reveal truths and shift public
discourse. It includes interviews with political leaders, cultural icons, and
other influential figures. The book emphasizes the power of the interviewer’s
role in history-making moments.

8. The Art of the Big Interview with Dan Rather
This title explores the artistry involved in conducting compelling
interviews, using Dan Rather’s career as a case study. It discusses narrative
techniques, emotional intelligence, and ethical considerations in journalism.
Readers gain an appreciation for the skill required to produce engaging and
informative interviews.

9. Big Interview Insights: Dan Rather’s Reflections on Journalism and Media
Combining personal anecdotes and professional reflections, this book offers
Dan Rather’s perspective on the changing landscape of media and journalism.
It addresses challenges such as media bias, technological change, and
maintaining credibility. The book inspires journalists to uphold the values



of accuracy and fairness in their work.
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