
big jon manual downrigger

big jon manual downrigger systems have become a staple for anglers seeking precise control and reliability
in their fishing setups. These devices allow fishermen to accurately position their bait or lure at specific
depths, increasing the chances of a successful catch. The Big Jon manual downrigger is particularly favored
for its robust construction, ease of use, and affordability compared to electric alternatives. This article
explores the features, benefits, installation process, and maintenance tips for the Big Jon manual
downrigger, providing a comprehensive guide for both novice and experienced anglers. Additionally, we
will compare it with other downrigger types and offer practical advice to maximize its performance on the
water.
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Understanding the Big Jon Manual Downrigger
The Big Jon manual downrigger is a fishing device designed to lower and raise a bait or lure to a
designated depth using a hand-crank mechanism. Unlike electric downriggers, the manual version relies
on physical effort to operate, providing anglers with a tactile and controlled experience. This model is well-
known for its durability, simplicity, and efficiency, making it an ideal choice for freshwater and saltwater
fishing alike.

Design and Construction
Constructed from high-quality stainless steel and corrosion-resistant materials, the Big Jon manual
downrigger is built to withstand harsh marine environments. Its compact design includes a strong spool, a
reliable braking system, and a smooth hand crank that minimizes wrist fatigue during repeated use. The
downrigger arm is adjustable, allowing anglers to position the cable and weight optimally for different



fishing conditions.

How It Works
The operation of the Big Jon manual downrigger is straightforward. Anglers attach a heavy weight to the
cable, which is then lowered to the desired depth by turning the manual crank. The fishing line is clipped
to the downrigger cable using a release clip, which holds the bait or lure at the set depth. When a fish
strikes, the line is released from the clip, allowing the angler to fight the fish directly without the added
resistance of the downrigger weight.

Key Features and Benefits
The Big Jon manual downrigger offers several features that contribute to its popularity among serious
anglers. Its design ensures both reliability and ease of use, making it suitable for various fishing styles and
environments.

Durability and Build Quality
One of the standout features is its rugged construction. The use of marine-grade stainless steel and anodized
aluminum components ensures resistance to rust and corrosion, critical for long-term performance in
saltwater and freshwater settings. This durability provides confidence in the downrigger’s ability to
perform under demanding conditions.

Precision Depth Control
The manual crank mechanism allows for precise control over the depth at which the bait or lure is
presented. Anglers can easily adjust the spool speed and stopping points, ensuring that the bait stays exactly
where the fish are located. This control is crucial for targeting species that inhabit specific depth ranges.

Portability and Ease of Installation
Compared to bulky electric downriggers, the Big Jon manual model is lightweight and portable. It can be
quickly mounted and dismounted from various types of boats, making it ideal for anglers who fish in
multiple locations or on smaller vessels.



Cost-Effectiveness
Manual downriggers like this model are generally more affordable than electric counterparts, offering
excellent value for anglers who want reliable performance without the higher price tag or the need for
power sources.

Marine-grade stainless steel construction

Adjustable arm and spool for precision

Ergonomic hand crank for comfortable use

Compact and lightweight design

Affordable price point

Installation and Setup
Installing the Big Jon manual downrigger is a straightforward process that requires minimal tools and time.
Proper installation ensures optimal performance and safety while fishing.

Mounting Options
The downrigger can be mounted on a variety of boat surfaces, including gunwales, rails, and transoms. Big
Jon offers several mounting brackets compatible with different boat types and layouts. These mounts
provide a secure attachment point and allow for quick removal when necessary.

Step-by-Step Installation Guide
Follow these general steps for installation:

Select a suitable mounting location that offers clear access and does not interfere with other gear.1.

Attach the mounting bracket securely using bolts or clamps, depending on the bracket type.2.

Position the downrigger arm and tighten all adjustment screws.3.



Feed the cable through the spool and attach the weight at the end.4.

Connect the fishing line to the release clip on the cable.5.

Test the crank mechanism to ensure smooth operation.6.

Safety Precautions
It is important to regularly check all fasteners and components for wear or loosening. Properly securing the
downrigger prevents accidents and equipment loss during fishing activities.

Maintenance and Care Tips
Regular maintenance of the Big Jon manual downrigger prolongs its lifespan and maintains optimal
functionality. Routine care is especially critical in saltwater environments where corrosion is a constant
threat.

Cleaning Procedures
After each fishing trip, rinse the downrigger with fresh water to remove salt, dirt, and debris. Avoid using
harsh chemicals that could damage the finish or components. A mild soap solution can be used for thorough
cleaning.

Lubrication and Inspection
Periodically lubricate moving parts such as the spool bearings and crank handle with marine-grade
lubricant. Inspect the cable for signs of fraying or damage and replace it if necessary. Check the release clip
mechanism to ensure it functions correctly and does not bind.

Storage Recommendations
When not in use, store the downrigger in a dry, shaded area to minimize exposure to sunlight and
moisture. Removing the weight and loosening the cable tension also help reduce wear on components.



Comparing Manual and Electric Downriggers
Anglers often debate between manual and electric downriggers, weighing the benefits of each type based
on their fishing needs and budget. Understanding the differences can help inform the purchase decision.

Advantages of Manual Downriggers
Manual downriggers like the Big Jon model offer simplicity, reliability, and lower cost. They do not
require a power source, which is beneficial on smaller boats or in remote locations. The tactile control
provided by the hand crank also appeals to anglers who prefer a hands-on approach.

Advantages of Electric Downriggers
Electric downriggers provide effortless operation and can quickly raise or lower the weight, saving time
and energy during fishing. They often include digital depth counters and remote controls, enhancing
precision and convenience. However, they are more expensive and require a power supply onboard.

Considerations for Choosing
The choice between manual and electric downriggers depends on factors such as budget, boat size, fishing
style, and personal preference. For many anglers, the Big Jon manual downrigger represents a balanced
option with excellent performance and affordability.

Practical Tips for Effective Use
Maximizing the effectiveness of the Big Jon manual downrigger requires attention to technique and
environmental conditions. The following tips assist anglers in achieving the best results on the water.

Selecting the Right Weight
Choosing the appropriate downrigger weight is crucial for maintaining the desired depth and stability in
varying currents and depths. Heavier weights are necessary in strong currents, while lighter weights
suffice in calm waters.

Proper Line Management
Ensure the fishing line is securely attached to the release clip and regularly check for wear. Using high-



quality line and leaders reduces the risk of breakage and lost fish.

Depth Monitoring
Keep track of water depth and adjust the downrigger cable accordingly. Using fish finders in conjunction
with the downrigger can help locate fish and optimize bait placement.

Regularly check and adjust cable tension

Use corrosion-resistant components for saltwater fishing

Practice smooth and controlled cranking motions

Store the downrigger properly when not in use

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a Big Jon manual downrigger?
A Big Jon manual downrigger is a fishing device used to control the depth of a fishing lure by manually
lowering and raising a weight on a cable, allowing anglers to target fish at specific depths.

How do you operate a Big Jon manual downrigger?
To operate a Big Jon manual downrigger, you attach your fishing line to the downrigger cable release,
lower the weight to the desired depth by turning the handle, and then troll. When a fish strikes, the
release lets the fishing line go free for easier fight.

What are the key features of the Big Jon manual downrigger?
Key features include a sturdy manual crank handle, corrosion-resistant materials, adjustable cable release,
smooth spool operation, and a compact design suitable for various boat sizes.

Can the Big Jon manual downrigger be used in saltwater fishing?
Yes, the Big Jon manual downrigger is designed with corrosion-resistant materials, making it suitable for
both freshwater and saltwater fishing environments.



How do I maintain my Big Jon manual downrigger?
Regularly rinse the downrigger with fresh water after use, lubricate moving parts, check the cable for
frays or damage, and store it in a dry place to ensure long-lasting performance.

Where can I buy replacement parts for the Big Jon manual downrigger?
Replacement parts for the Big Jon manual downrigger can be purchased from authorized Big Jon dealers,
online fishing tackle retailers, or directly from the Big Jon website.

Additional Resources
1. The Ultimate Big Jon Manual Downrigger Guide
This book offers an in-depth look at the Big Jon manual downrigger, covering everything from setup to
advanced fishing techniques. It includes detailed illustrations and tips to maximize your fishing efficiency.
Whether you're a beginner or an experienced angler, this guide will help you get the most out of your
downrigger.

2. Mastering Manual Downriggers: Big Jon Techniques for Success
Explore the nuances of using Big Jon manual downriggers with this comprehensive manual. The book
dives into proper rigging, maintenance, and strategic deployment to improve your catch rates. It also shares
expert advice on handling different fish species and water conditions.

3. Big Jon Manual Downrigger Maintenance and Troubleshooting
A practical handbook focused on keeping your Big Jon manual downrigger in peak condition. It provides
step-by-step instructions for routine maintenance, cleaning, and common repairs. This book helps anglers
avoid downtime and costly repairs by understanding their equipment better.

4. Fishing Smarter with Big Jon Manual Downriggers
Learn how to fish smarter, not harder, with the help of Big Jon manual downriggers. This book covers
strategic fishing locations, timing, and lure presentation to maximize your success. It’s filled with real-
world examples and case studies from seasoned anglers.

5. Big Jon Manual Downrigger Setup and Customization
Discover how to customize and optimize your Big Jon manual downrigger setup for different fishing
environments. This guide explains various configurations, accessory options, and modifications to suit your
specific needs. Enhance your fishing experience by tailoring your gear precisely.

6. The Angler’s Handbook to Big Jon Manual Downriggers
A comprehensive resource designed for anglers who want to master the Big Jon manual downrigger. It
includes detailed chapters on gear selection, line management, and effective trolling techniques. The book
also features tips on safety and environmental awareness.



7. Downrigger Fishing Techniques: Focus on Big Jon Manual Models
This book emphasizes effective downrigger fishing techniques using Big Jon manual models. It covers
tactical approaches for different species and water depths, helping anglers improve their catch rates. The
author also discusses seasonal strategies and weather considerations.

8. Big Jon Manual Downrigger: History and Evolution
Explore the history and development of the Big Jon manual downrigger in this engaging read. It traces the
technological advancements and design improvements that have made it a favorite among anglers. The
book also includes interviews with industry experts and long-time users.

9. Big Jon Manual Downrigger Safety and Best Practices
Safety is paramount when using manual downriggers, and this book addresses all aspects of safe operation. It
offers guidelines to prevent accidents and equipment damage, along with best practices for handling lines
and weights. This essential guide ensures a safe and enjoyable fishing experience.
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