
big sister in korean language

big sister in korean language is a phrase that carries both linguistic and cultural significance.
Understanding how to say "big sister" in Korean involves knowing the appropriate terms based on the
speaker’s gender and the social context. Korean kinship terms are rich and nuanced, reflecting the
importance of family hierarchy and respect in Korean society. This article explores the different words
used for big sister, the cultural context behind these terms, and how they are used in everyday
language. Additionally, we will examine formal and informal usage, related expressions, and tips for
proper pronunciation. This comprehensive guide will provide all the essential information needed to
understand and use the concept of "big sister" in the Korean language accurately and respectfully.
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The Korean Words for Big Sister
In Korean, there are distinct words used to refer to a big sister depending on the speaker's gender
and the relationship. The language differentiates between older sisters when spoken by males versus
females, which is unique compared to English. Understanding these terms is foundational when
learning about family-related vocabulary in Korean.

Older Sister (from a Male's Perspective): 누나 (Noona)
When a male speaker refers to or addresses his older sister, the word 누나 (noona) is used. This term
is specific to males and is commonly heard in everyday conversations, dramas, and social
interactions. It conveys both familial respect and affection.

Older Sister (from a Female's Perspective): 언니 (Eonni or Unni)
For female speakers, the word 언니 (eonni or unni) is used to address or refer to their older sister.
This term is also extended beyond family to close female friends who are older, indicating a sense of
closeness and respect. The pronunciation can slightly vary but "eonni" is the standard Romanization.



Neutral or Formal Term: 큰언니 (Keun Eonni)
In cases where one wants to emphasize the “big” aspect of an older sister, the term 큰언니 (keun
eonni) can be used, meaning "big older sister." This is less common in casual speech but may appear
in more formal or literary contexts.

Cultural Significance of Addressing Big Sisters in Korea
Addressing older siblings in Korean culture is deeply rooted in Confucian values that emphasize
respect, hierarchy, and familial roles. The way one addresses a big sister reflects not only the family
bond but also social etiquette and respect within the Korean community.

Respect and Hierarchy
In Korean families, the older sibling holds a position of authority and guidance. Younger siblings are
expected to show respect through the use of appropriate kinship terms and polite language. Using the
correct term for "big sister" is a fundamental part of this respectful interaction.

Extension Beyond Family
Interestingly, the terms for "big sister" are often used outside family contexts to address or refer to
older female friends or acquaintances. This usage reflects the cultural importance of age and respect
in social relationships, where age dictates forms of address and behavior.

Gender Roles
The distinction between 누나 and 언니 based on the speaker’s gender highlights traditional gender roles
in Korean society. This linguistic feature emphasizes how relationships and respect are conveyed
differently depending on who is speaking.

Formal and Informal Usage
The Korean language has various levels of formality and politeness, which affect how terms for big
sister are used in different situations. Understanding these nuances is key to proper communication.

Informal Usage
In casual settings, younger siblings use 누나 or 언니 without additional honorifics when speaking to or
about their big sisters. Among close friends, these terms are also used informally to convey familiarity
and affection.



Formal and Honorific Forms
When addressing a big sister respectfully in formal contexts, honorifics may be added. For example,
adding 씨 (ssi) after 누나 or 언니 shows politeness. Alternatively, one might use 누님 (nunim), a more
respectful term meaning "honored older sister," often used in formal speech or writing.

Examples of Usage

누나, 이리 와요. (Noona, come here.) – Informal, male to older sister

언니, 고마워요. (Eonni, thank you.) – Informal, female to older sister

누님, 안녕하세요? (Nunim, hello.) – Formal, respectful address

Pronunciation and Common Phrases
Pronouncing the Korean words for big sister correctly is important for clear communication. Korean
phonetics may be unfamiliar to English speakers, but with practice, mastery is achievable.

Pronunciation Guide
누나 is pronounced as [noo-na], with a clear "n" sound and a short "u" as in "noon." 언니 is pronounced
[uhn-nee], where the first syllable sounds like "uhn" with a slight nasal tone, and the second syllable
is "nee." Proper intonation adds to the naturalness of the speech.

Common Phrases Involving Big Sister

누나 잘 지내? (Noona jal jinae?) – "Big sister, how have you been?" (male to older sister)

언니 사랑해요. (Eonni saranghaeyo.) – "Big sister, I love you." (female to older sister)

누나가 최고야! (Noona-ga choegoya!) – "Big sister is the best!" (expressing admiration)

Related Terms and Expressions
Besides the direct terms for big sister, Korean language includes other family-related words and
expressions that are important to understand the broader context of sibling relationships.



Little Sister: 여동생 (Yeodongsaeng)
The term 여동생 (yeodongsaeng) means "younger sister." It is a gender-neutral term used by both
males and females to refer to their younger sisters.

Older Brother: 형 (Hyung) and 오빠 (Oppa)
Just as with big sister, Korean uses different words for older brother depending on the speaker’s
gender. Males say 형 (hyung) for an older brother, while females say 오빠 (oppa).

Terms of Affection and Respect

누님 (Nunim) – An honorific version of 누나, used to show great respect.

언니야 (Eonniya) – An affectionate, informal way for females to call their older sister.

형님 (Hyeongnim) – The honorific form of 형, used similarly for older brothers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Korean word for 'big sister'?
The Korean word for 'big sister' is '언니' (eonni) when spoken by a female, and '누나' (nuna) when spoken
by a male.

How do males and females refer to their older sisters
differently in Korean?
In Korean, males call their older sister '누나' (nuna), while females call their older sister '언니' (eonni).

Is there a formal way to say 'big sister' in Korean?
Yes, a more formal or respectful way to say 'big sister' is '큰언니' (keun eonni) or simply using the older
sister's name with an honorific suffix like '-씨' (ssi).

Can '언니' be used for non-relatives in Korean culture?
Yes, Korean females often use '언니' to refer to an older female friend or someone older they respect,
even if not related by blood.



What is the cultural significance of calling someone '언니' or '누나'
in Korea?
Using '언니' or '누나' signifies respect and affection towards an older sister or an older female figure,
reflecting the importance of age hierarchy in Korean culture.

How do you say 'my big sister' in Korean?
You can say '내 언니' (nae eonni) if you are female, or '내 누나' (nae nuna) if you are male, meaning 'my big
sister.'

Are there any popular Korean dramas or songs featuring the
concept of 'big sister' (언니)?
Yes, many Korean dramas and songs highlight sibling relationships, including older sisters, such as
the drama '언니는 살아있다' (The Penthouse) which features strong older sister characters.

How do you write 'big sister' in Hangul?
'Big sister' is written as '언니' or '누나' in Hangul, depending on the speaker's gender.

Can the word '언니' be used for older female cousins or only
sisters?
While primarily used for older sisters or female friends, some Koreans may use '언니' to address older
female cousins in casual or close-knit families.

What is the opposite of 'big sister' in Korean?
The opposite of 'big sister' is '여동생' (yeodongsaeng), which means 'younger sister' in Korean.

Additional Resources
1. 언니의 비밀 일기
이 책은 큰언니와 동생 사이의 특별한 비밀과 우정을 다룹니다. 주인공은 언니의 일기를 우연히 발견하면서 가족 간의 감정과 비밀을 이해하게 됩니다. 서로 다른 성격을 가진 자매가
서로를 이해하고 성장하는 이야기가 따뜻하게 그려져 있습니다.

2. 내 사랑스러운 큰언니
이 작품은 동생의 시선에서 본 큰언니의 모습을 담고 있습니다. 언니가 동생을 보호하고 이끌어가는 모습이 감동적으로 그려지며, 가족 간의 사랑과 신뢰를 이야기합니다. 읽는 이로
하여금 가족의 소중함을 다시 한번 생각하게 만듭니다.

3. 언니가 있어서 행복해
큰언니와 함께 성장하는 과정에서 겪는 일상과 갈등, 그리고 화해를 다룬 책입니다. 두 자매가 서로의 차이를 극복하고 더욱 가까워지는 모습을 통해 형제자매 관계의 중요성을 보여
줍니다. 아이들과 부모 모두에게 추천할 만한 따뜻한 이야기입니다.

4. 우리 언니는 슈퍼히어로
큰언니를 슈퍼히어로에 비유하여, 동생이 느끼는 언니의 용기와 희생을 재미있게 풀어낸 그림책입니다. 언니가 가족을 위해 하는 작은 행동들이 얼마나 큰 힘이 되는지 알 수 있습니



다. 아이들의 상상력과 가족애를 동시에 자극하는 작품입니다.

5. 언니와 나의 비밀 이야기
두 자매가 함께 나누는 비밀과 모험을 중심으로 전개되는 이야기입니다. 언니와 동생이 서로에게 의지하며 성장하는 모습이 생생하게 그려져 있습니다. 독자들에게 형제자매 간의 소
중한 유대감을 느끼게 해줍니다.

6. 큰언니의 따뜻한 손길
언니가 동생에게 보여주는 사랑과 배려를 통해 가족애를 표현한 책입니다. 어려운 상황 속에서도 서로를 지켜주는 자매의 이야기가 감동적으로 전개됩니다. 가족의 의미를 다시 한 번
생각하게 만드는 작품입니다.

7. 언니와 함께 걷는 길
삶의 여러 도전과 시련 속에서 큰언니가 동생에게 주는 용기와 지혜를 다룬 성장 소설입니다. 자매가 서로를 격려하며 함께 성장하는 모습이 따뜻하게 그려져 있습니다. 청소년 독자
들에게 긍정적인 메시지를 전달합니다.

8. 언니의 웃음소리
언니의 밝고 긍정적인 성격이 가족과 주변 사람들에게 미치는 영향을 그린 이야기입니다. 동생이 언니를 통해 배우는 삶의 소중한 가치들을 담고 있습니다. 가족 간의 사랑과 행복을
느끼게 해주는 책입니다.

9. 우리 집 큰언니는 특별해
특별한 재능을 가진 큰언니와 그녀를 존경하는 동생의 이야기를 담았습니다. 언니의 노력과 열정이 동생에게 자극이 되고, 두 자매의 관계가 더욱 깊어지는 과정을 보여줍니다. 자신
감과 가족애를 키워주는 따뜻한 이야기입니다.
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