bigger in sign language

bigger in sign language is a fundamental concept used to express size
comparison, an essential aspect of communication in American Sign Language
(ASL) and other sign languages. Understanding how to convey "bigger"
accurately 1is crucial for effective interaction, especially when discussing
objects, people, or abstract ideas that involve relative size. This article
explores the various ways to sign "bigger" in sign language, including the
specific handshapes, movements, and facial expressions that enhance clarity.
Additionally, it covers related signs, common mistakes, and tips for learners
to improve their signing skills. By gaining a comprehensive understanding of
how to express "bigger" in sign language, users can communicate more
precisely and naturally with deaf and hard-of-hearing individuals. The
following sections will delve into the techniques, wvariations, and cultural
context of the sign for "bigger."
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e Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

e Practical Applications and Tips for Learners

Understanding the Sign for Bigger

The sign for "bigger" in American Sign Language primarily involves the use of
handshape, movement, and space to represent the concept of increased size.
This sign is classified as a descriptive or comparative sign, which means it
depicts relative differences rather than absolute attributes. To sign
"bigger," signers typically use both hands to show the comparison between
sizes, emphasizing the concept visually. The sign is not only about the hand
movements but also includes facial expressions that convey emphasis, such as
raised eyebrows or widened eyes, which help to reinforce the idea of
something being larger or greater than another.

Basic Handshape and Movement

The foundational method to sign "bigger" uses two flat hands, palms facing
each other. One hand remains stationary while the other moves away from it,
indicating an increase in size or scale. This outward movement visually
represents the concept of "bigger." The hands are usually positioned in front
of the signer’s body at chest or shoulder height, making the movement clear
and easy to interpret. This spatial relationship between the hands is crucial
for the sign to be understood as comparative in nature.



Facial Expressions and Non-Manual Signals

Non-manual markers such as facial expressions play a significant role in
conveying "bigger" in sign language. Signers often raise their eyebrows or
open their eyes wider to indicate emphasis on size. These expressions are
important because sign language is a visual language that combines manual
signs with facial cues to provide context and emotional tone. Without the
appropriate facial expressions, the sign may lose its intended meaning or
appear ambiguous.

Techniques to Express Bigger in Sign Language

Expressing "bigger" effectively requires a combination of techniques that
enhance clarity and naturalness in communication. These techniques include
variations in hand movement speed, location, and integration with other signs
to form compound ideas. Mastery of these elements allows signers to convey
nuances like "much bigger," "slightly bigger," or "bigger than expected."

Movement and Speed Variations

The speed at which the hands move apart can communicate different degrees of
size. A slow, deliberate movement might emphasize a very large difference,
whereas a quick movement might suggest a smaller or less significant
increase. This subtlety allows for more precise communication, which is
essential in conversations involving comparisons.

Location and Spatial Use

Changing the location of the hands in signing space can also modify the
meaning of "bigger." For example, moving the hands higher or further apart in
the signing space might indicate a much larger size. Conversely, keeping the
hands closer to the center of the body can suggest a smaller increase. Using
spatial awareness effectively is a key skill in sign language fluency.

Combining "Bigger" with Other Signs

To describe something as "bigger than usual" or "getting bigger," signers
often combine the "bigger" sign with other signs such as "more," "grow," or
"change." These combinations help to create complex ideas and improve the
richness of communication. Learning these combinations enhances vocabulary
and expressive capability in sign language users.

Related Signs and Concepts

Understanding "bigger" in the context of related signs enriches comprehension
and usage. Several signs share similarities or are frequently used alongside
"bigger," such as "smaller," "larger," and "grow." Recognizing these related
signs helps build a more robust vocabulary for discussing size and
comparison.



Smaller and Larger

The sign for "smaller" is essentially the opposite of "bigger," involving
hands moving closer together rather than apart. "Larger" is often used
interchangeably with "bigger," but some signers may use subtle differences in
handshape or movement to distinguish between the two. Understanding these
nuances provides clarity in communication.

Grow and Increase

Signs like "grow" and "increase" are conceptually linked to "bigger," as they
describe processes that result in something becoming larger. These signs
typically involve upward or outward hand movements combined with non-manual
markers that imply development or expansion. They are useful in contexts such
as education, science, and everyday conversation.

Relative Size and Comparison

Many size-related signs incorporate the idea of comparison, which is central
to the concept of "bigger." Phrases like "bigger than" or "not as big as”
involve additional signs for "than" or "not," combined with "bigger." Mastery
of these comparative forms enables more precise and meaningful exchanges.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Learning to sign "bigger" correctly requires attention to detail, and common
errors can lead to misunderstandings. Awareness of these mistakes and
strategies to avoid them is essential for learners and interpreters.

Incorrect Handshape or Movement

One frequent mistake is using the wrong handshape or not moving the hands
sufficiently apart, which can confuse "bigger" with other signs. Ensuring
both hands are flat and palms face each other, with a clear outward movement,
is key to accuracy.

Lack of Facial Expression

Neglecting facial expressions or non-manual signals can diminish the meaning
of "bigger." Practicing appropriate facial cues alongside manual signs
enhances communication effectiveness and prevents ambiguity.

Ignoring Context and Comparison

Failing to establish the object of comparison can make the sign "bigger"
unclear. Always providing context or combining "bigger" with other signs that
specify what is being compared ensures the message is understood.



Practical Applications and Tips for Learners

Incorporating the sign for "bigger" into daily communication and practice
sessions enhances fluency and confidence. Employing practical tips and
understanding its usage in real-life situations benefits learners at all
levels.

Practice Through Everyday Situations

Using "bigger" in everyday contexts, such as comparing objects at home,
discussing clothing sizes, or describing animals, helps reinforce learning.
Repetition in natural settings solidifies the sign’s meaning and usage.

Use Visual Aids and Videos

Visual resources like instructional videos or picture dictionaries provide
clear demonstrations of the "bigger" sign and its wvariations. These aids
support self-study and complement formal learning environments.

Engage with the Deaf Community

Interacting with native signers offers invaluable experience and feedback.
Observing how "bigger" is used in conversation and receiving corrections
helps learners achieve natural and accurate signing.

Key Tips for Mastery

e Focus on clear, deliberate hand movements with proper handshape.
e Tncorporate facial expressions to enhance meaning.

e Practice combining "bigger" with related signs for complex ideas.

Pay attention to spatial positioning and movement speed.

Seek feedback from experienced signers or instructors.

Frequently Asked Questions

How do you sign 'bigger' in American Sign Language
(ASL) ?
To sign 'bigger' in ASL, hold both hands in front of you with fingers spread

and palms facing each other, then move your hands apart horizontally to
indicate something increasing in size.



Is there a difference between signing 'big' and
'bigger' in ASL?

Yes, 'big' is signed by showing the size of something with your hands spread
apart, while 'bigger' involves starting with your hands closer together and
then moving them further apart to indicate an increase in size compared to
something else.

Can 'bigger' be signed non-manually in ASL?

Yes, non-manual markers such as raised eyebrows or a slight head tilt can
accompany the sign for 'bigger' to emphasize comparison or increase in size.

Are there regional variations in signing 'bigger' in
different sign languages?

Yes, different sign languages around the world have their own signs for
'bigger.' For example, British Sign Language (BSL) and ASL have distinct
signs, so it’s important to learn the specific sign for the sign language you
are using.

How can I practice signing 'bigger' effectively?

You can practice signing 'bigger' by watching ASL videos, using sign language
apps, and practicing with native signers or instructors to get feedback on
your hand movements and facial expressions.

Additional Resources

1. Mastering Bigger Concepts in Sign Language

This book serves as a comprehensive guide to understanding and expressing
comparative and superlative ideas, such as "bigger," in American Sign
Language (ASL). It breaks down the grammar and structure behind size-related
signs and provides practical examples and exercises. Ideal for beginners and
intermediate learners looking to expand their descriptive vocabulary.

2. The Language of Size: Exploring Bigger and Smaller in Sign Language
Delve into the nuances of size representation in sign language with this
detailed exploration. The author explains how to convey differences in size,
including "bigger," "smaller," and related concepts, using various sign
language dialects. The book also includes cultural insights and tips for
effective communication.

3. Bigger and Better: Expressing Magnitude in ASL

Focused on the art of emphasizing size and importance, this book teaches
readers how to sign "bigger" and other magnitude-related terms with clarity
and emphasis. It includes real-life dialogues, storytelling techniques, and
visual illustrations to help learners grasp the concept thoroughly.

4. Sign Language Size Comparisons: From Small to Bigger

This instructional book covers a range of size comparisons in sign language,
emphasizing the use of "bigger" and its counterparts. It features step-by-
step guides, practice drills, and common phrases to help users communicate
size differences effectively.



5. Bigger in Sign: Visual Techniques for Expressing Size

Explore how visual techniques and facial expressions enhance the meaning of
size-related signs like "bigger." The book highlights the interplay between
hand movements and non-manual markers to convey size more vividly in sign
language communication.

6. The Bigger Picture: Advanced Size Concepts in Sign Language Grammar
Aimed at advanced learners, this book delves into the grammatical structures
that govern size expressions in sign language. It examines how to use
"bigger" in complex sentences and narratives, broadening the user’s ability
to describe and compare sizes in diverse contexts.

7. Bigger and Beyond: Creative Sign Language for Size and Scale

This creative guide encourages learners to think beyond basic signs, using
"bigger" as a foundation for imaginative communication. It includes
storytelling prompts, metaphorical uses of size, and exercises to enhance
expressive skills in sign language.

8. Teaching Bigger Concepts in Sign Language to Children

Designed for educators and parents, this book offers strategies and
activities to teach children how to understand and sign concepts like
"bigger." It includes games, visual aids, and simple explanations that make
learning engaging and accessible.

9. The Evolution of Size Signs: From Small to Bigger in Deaf Culture

This historical and cultural study traces how size-related signs, including
"bigger," have evolved within Deaf communities. It provides context on
regional variations and the significance of size expressions in storytelling
and daily communication.
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