
biggest accounting firms in chicago
biggest accounting firms in chicago hold a significant presence in the financial and
business landscape of the city. These firms provide a wide range of accounting, auditing,
tax, and consulting services to various industries, supporting both local businesses and
multinational corporations. Chicago's strategic location as a major economic hub
contributes to the growth and influence of these accounting giants. This article explores the
leading accounting firms in Chicago, highlighting their services, specialties, and impact on
the market. An overview of the firms' size, reputation, and client base helps to understand
why they dominate the local accounting sector. Following this introduction, a structured
examination of individual firms and their core competencies will provide valuable insights
for businesses seeking professional accounting services in Chicago.
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Overview of the Biggest Accounting Firms in
Chicago
The biggest accounting firms in Chicago are characterized by their extensive client
portfolios, comprehensive service offerings, and robust operational capacity. These firms
typically rank among the top nationally and globally, with offices strategically located in
Chicago to serve the Midwest region. They employ thousands of professionals, including
certified public accountants (CPAs), auditors, consultants, and tax experts. The scale of
these firms allows them to handle complex financial challenges for clients ranging from
small businesses to Fortune 500 companies.

Many of these firms maintain a strong commitment to technological innovation, integrating
advanced accounting software and data analytics into their service delivery. Their presence
in Chicago not only boosts the local economy but also creates numerous employment
opportunities in the financial services sector. The combination of size, expertise, and
innovation makes these firms the go-to choices for accounting and advisory services in the
city.

Top Accounting Firms and Their Services
The biggest accounting firms in Chicago offer a broad spectrum of services designed to
meet diverse client needs. These offerings include audit and assurance, tax planning and
compliance, management consulting, risk advisory, and transaction advisory services. Each



firm brings its unique strengths and approaches to these service areas, tailoring solutions
to industry-specific challenges.

Deloitte
Deloitte stands as one of the largest professional services networks globally, with a
prominent office in Chicago. Their services encompass audit, tax, consulting, risk
management, and financial advisory. Deloitte’s Chicago office serves clients across sectors
such as manufacturing, financial services, healthcare, and technology. The firm is known for
its innovative use of technology and data analytics to enhance audit quality and business
insights.

PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC)
PwC is another major player among the biggest accounting firms in Chicago. Their local
office offers services in assurance, tax consulting, advisory, and deals. PwC Chicago is
noted for its strong focus on regulatory compliance and corporate governance, supporting
businesses in navigating complex financial regulations. Their client base ranges from
startups to large multinational corporations.

Ernst & Young (EY)
EY’s Chicago office provides comprehensive services including audit, tax, transaction
advisory, and consulting. EY is recognized for its commitment to building a better working
world through innovative solutions and a strong emphasis on sustainability and corporate
responsibility. The firm supports companies in various industries by delivering tailored
financial and strategic advice.

KPMG
KPMG’s Chicago presence is significant among the biggest accounting firms in Chicago,
offering audit, tax, and advisory services. The firm is distinguished by its focus on risk
management and compliance, helping clients address emerging financial and regulatory
challenges. KPMG serves a wide array of industries, including financial services, healthcare,
and manufacturing.

BDO USA LLP
BDO is a leading mid-tier accounting firm with a strong footprint in Chicago. While smaller
than the Big Four, BDO is recognized for its personalized client service and expertise in tax,
assurance, and advisory services. BDO specializes in serving middle-market companies,
family-owned businesses, and nonprofit organizations.



Industry Specializations of Chicago's Leading
Accounting Firms
The biggest accounting firms in Chicago tailor their services to meet the unique needs of
various industries. This targeted approach allows them to provide specialized knowledge
and customized solutions that enhance business performance and compliance.

Financial Services
Chicago’s accounting firms have deep expertise in financial services, supporting banks,
insurance companies, investment firms, and fintech startups. Their services include
regulatory compliance, risk assessment, financial audits, and tax planning specific to the
financial sector’s complex environment.

Manufacturing and Industrial
Many firms specialize in manufacturing and industrial sectors, offering cost accounting,
inventory management audits, and supply chain consulting. These services help
manufacturers optimize operations, improve profitability, and comply with industry
standards.

Healthcare and Life Sciences
Accounting firms in Chicago provide specialized services to hospitals, medical practices,
pharmaceutical companies, and biotechnology firms. These include revenue cycle
management, regulatory compliance audits, and tax strategies designed for healthcare
providers.

Technology and Startups
With Chicago’s growing technology scene, accounting firms offer tailored advisory and tax
planning services to startups and tech companies. This includes assistance with venture
capital financing, intellectual property valuation, and international tax considerations.
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Factors Contributing to the Success of Chicago's
Largest Accounting Firms
Several key factors drive the dominance of the biggest accounting firms in Chicago within
the competitive financial services market. These elements contribute to their sustained
growth, market leadership, and client satisfaction.

Comprehensive Service Portfolio
The ability to offer a full range of accounting and advisory services allows these firms to
address multiple client needs under one roof. This integration streamlines financial
processes and provides clients with cohesive support.

Talent and Expertise
Chicago’s largest accounting firms invest heavily in recruiting and retaining top talent.
Their teams include experienced CPAs, auditors, and consultants who bring industry
knowledge and technical proficiency to every engagement.

Technological Innovation
Adoption of advanced technologies such as artificial intelligence, blockchain, and data
analytics enhances the accuracy, efficiency, and insightfulness of their services. These
innovations help firms stay at the forefront of accounting trends and regulatory changes.

Strong Client Relationships
Building long-term partnerships based on trust and reliable service delivery is a hallmark of
these firms. They focus on understanding client goals and challenges to provide
personalized solutions that foster loyalty and repeat business.

Commitment to Corporate Responsibility
Many of the biggest accounting firms in Chicago engage in community initiatives,
sustainability efforts, and diversity programs. This commitment enhances their reputation
and aligns with the values of their clients and employees.
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Frequently Asked Questions

Which are the biggest accounting firms in Chicago?
The biggest accounting firms in Chicago include Deloitte, PwC (PricewaterhouseCoopers),
EY (Ernst & Young), KPMG, BDO USA, and Crowe LLP.

What services do the largest accounting firms in
Chicago offer?
The largest accounting firms in Chicago offer a range of services including audit and
assurance, tax consulting, advisory services, risk management, and financial consulting.

How do Chicago's biggest accounting firms rank
nationally?
Chicago's biggest accounting firms like Deloitte, PwC, EY, and KPMG consistently rank
among the top accounting firms nationally and globally, often appearing in the Big Four
accounting firms list.

Are there any notable mid-sized accounting firms based
in Chicago?
Yes, notable mid-sized accounting firms based in Chicago include Crowe LLP and BDO USA,
which have significant regional presence and offer comprehensive accounting and advisory
services.

What industries do Chicago’s largest accounting firms
primarily serve?
Chicago’s largest accounting firms serve a variety of industries including financial services,
manufacturing, healthcare, real estate, technology, and consumer products.

How can I find job opportunities at the biggest
accounting firms in Chicago?
Job opportunities at the biggest accounting firms in Chicago can be found on their official
websites, LinkedIn pages, and major job boards like Indeed and Glassdoor. Networking
events and university career fairs also provide good access.



Additional Resources
1. The Rise of Chicago's Accounting Giants
This book explores the history and growth of the largest accounting firms in Chicago,
tracing their origins from small local offices to global powerhouses. It examines key
mergers, leadership strategies, and the economic factors that shaped their success.
Readers gain insight into the competitive landscape of the accounting industry in the Windy
City.

2. Inside Deloitte Chicago: Culture, Strategy, and Success
Focusing on Deloitte’s Chicago office, this book delves into the firm's corporate culture and
strategic initiatives that drive its market dominance. It features interviews with partners
and employees, highlighting innovative practices and community engagement. The book
also discusses Deloitte’s role in shaping Chicago’s business environment.

3. Ernst & Young Chicago: Navigating Change in Accounting
This title covers EY’s adaptation to evolving financial regulations and technological
advancements within Chicago’s accounting sector. It highlights case studies of major clients
and the firm’s approach to risk management and advisory services. The narrative
emphasizes EY’s commitment to diversity and inclusion initiatives.

4. PwC Chicago: Leadership in Financial Advisory Services
This book provides an in-depth look at PricewaterhouseCoopers’ Chicago branch, focusing
on its leadership in audit, tax, and consulting services. It explores how PwC maintains
quality and innovation while managing a large client portfolio. The book also discusses
PwC’s influence on Chicago’s economic development.

5. KPMG Chicago: Strategies for Growth and Client Success
KPMG’s Chicago office is the centerpiece of this book, which examines the firm’s strategic
growth plans and client relationship management. It details how KPMG leverages
technology to enhance auditing and advisory capabilities. The book also highlights
community outreach programs spearheaded by the firm.

6. Grant Thornton Chicago: Mid-Tier Firm with Major Impact
This book focuses on Grant Thornton’s Chicago operations, emphasizing the firm’s role as a
leading mid-tier accounting player. It discusses how Grant Thornton competes with larger
firms through personalized client service and niche expertise. The narrative includes
success stories from various industries served by the firm.

7. The Big Four in Chicago: Competition and Collaboration
Analyzing the dynamics among Deloitte, EY, PwC, and KPMG in Chicago, this book explores
how these firms compete yet collaborate on industry standards and community projects. It
examines market trends, talent acquisition, and technological innovation driving the Big
Four’s presence in the city.

8. Accounting Titans of Chicago: Profiles and Perspectives
This book offers detailed profiles of key leaders and influential figures within Chicago’s top
accounting firms. It provides personal stories, leadership philosophies, and insights into the
future of accounting in the city. The work serves as both inspiration and a professional
guide for aspiring accountants.



9. Technology and Transformation in Chicago’s Accounting Firms
Focusing on the role of digital transformation, this book discusses how Chicago’s largest
accounting firms integrate AI, blockchain, and data analytics into their services. It highlights
case studies illustrating improved efficiency and client outcomes. The book also considers
challenges and opportunities presented by emerging technologies in accounting.
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