
biggest favorite in ufc history

biggest favorite in ufc history refers to the fighter who entered a bout with the most substantial odds
advantage, reflecting overwhelming expectations from bookmakers, analysts, and fans. This phenomenon
often highlights the disparity in perceived skill, experience, or momentum between two competitors prior
to their matchup. Over UFC’s rich history, several fighters have been considered monumental favorites,
with betting lines sometimes exceeding -1000 or more. These instances are crucial to understand not only
because they indicate dominant champions or contenders but also because they reveal the unpredictable
nature of mixed martial arts. This article delves into the biggest favorite in UFC history, exploring key
fights, notable fighters, and the context behind such heavy favoritism. It also examines how these odds
impacted the outcomes and the sport’s narrative.
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Understanding Betting Favorites in UFC
Betting favorites in UFC are determined by bookmakers who analyze fighters’ skills, records, recent
performances, and stylistic matchups. The “biggest favorite in UFC history” status is assigned when one
fighter is expected to win by an unusually large margin, often reflected by extremely low odds. These
odds represent the probability of a fighter winning and influence how fans and analysts perceive the fight’s
competitiveness.

How Odds Reflect Favorite Status
Odds in UFC betting are typically displayed in American format, where a negative number such as -800
indicates the favored fighter and the amount one must wager to win $100. The larger the number, the
heavier the favorite. When a fighter is labeled as the biggest favorite, their odds might be as steep as -1500
or beyond, signaling a near-certain victory in the eyes of the betting public.



Role of Bookmakers and Analysts
Bookmakers use extensive data, including fighters’ historical performance, training camps, physical
attributes, and matchup styles, to set betting lines. Analysts contribute by providing expert opinions that
can shift public perception and betting patterns. The consensus of these inputs often creates the context for
identifying the biggest favorite in UFC history.

Notable Biggest Favorites in UFC History
Several UFC fights have featured overwhelming favorites. These bouts provide insight into moments
when the UFC landscape showcased dominant champions or rising stars expected to easily dispatch their
opponents. The following are some of the most significant examples of the biggest favorites in UFC history.

Jon Jones vs. Daniel Cormier I
Jon Jones entered the UFC 182 title fight against Daniel Cormier as one of the biggest favorites in UFC
history. Jones’ undefeated record and dominant performances made him a heavy favorite, with odds
around -1500. His unique skill set and physical advantages contributed to his status as a near-lock to retain
the Light Heavyweight Championship.

Ronda Rousey vs. Bethe Correia
At UFC 190, Ronda Rousey was the biggest favorite the women’s MMA division had seen, with betting
lines around -2200 against Bethe Correia. Rousey’s unparalleled dominance and rapid finishes made her the
overwhelming favorite, reflecting her status as the face of women’s MMA.

Georges St-Pierre vs. Johny Hendricks II
During their welterweight title rematch at UFC 167, Georges St-Pierre was heavily favored, with odds
approximately -1000. Despite Hendricks’ toughness, GSP’s technical prowess and championship experience
positioned him as the biggest favorite in a high-stakes bout.

Other Significant Biggest Favorites

Demetrious Johnson vs. Tim Elliott (UFC 172)

Conor McGregor vs. Eddie Alvarez (UFC 205)



Khabib Nurmagomedov vs. Conor McGregor (UFC 229)

Anderson Silva vs. Chael Sonnen I

Factors Leading to Heavy Favoritism
The designation of the biggest favorite in UFC history is influenced by several factors that establish
disparities between fighters. Understanding these factors reveals why some matchups are so lopsided in
public expectation.

Dominant Winning Streaks
A fighter with a long string of decisive victories naturally attracts heavy favoritism. Undefeated records or
multiple title defenses increase confidence among fans and bookmakers, contributing to steep betting odds.

Skill and Physical Advantages
Superior striking, grappling, reach, speed, and fight IQ create significant advantages. Fighters who exhibit
these traits overwhelmingly better than their opponents become top favorites. Physical attributes such as
size and strength also play a critical role.

Experience and Championship Pedigree
Veteran fighters with championship experience command respect and heavy favoritism. Their proven
ability to handle high-pressure situations and elite competition sets them apart from challengers.

Public Perception and Media Hype
Media coverage, hype, and fan expectations can amplify favoritism. Fighters with charismatic personalities
or dominant reputations often become the biggest favorites due to widespread belief in their invincibility.

Impact of Biggest Favorites on UFC Outcomes
While the biggest favorite in UFC history is perceived as a near-certain winner, the outcomes of these
fights can significantly influence the sport’s trajectory and betting markets. These bouts often highlight the



unpredictability of MMA despite overwhelming odds.

Validation of Dominance
When the biggest favorite wins convincingly, it reinforces their legacy and the accuracy of betting
markets. It can solidify champions’ positions as all-time greats and boost their marketability.

Pressure and Expectations
Heavy favoritism brings immense pressure on fighters to perform. The expectations can affect mental
preparation and fight strategy, sometimes leading to unexpected performances or upsets.

Influence on Future Betting Lines
The outcomes of these heavily favored fights impact bookmakers’ future odds setting. Dominant favorites
can shift betting trends, influencing how future matchups are priced and perceived.

Memorable Upsets Against Huge Favorites
Despite being labeled the biggest favorite in UFC history, some fighters have experienced shocking defeats.
These upsets serve as reminders of MMA’s unpredictability and the potential for underdogs to triumph
against all odds.

Matt Serra vs. Georges St-Pierre
One of the most famous upsets in UFC history occurred when Matt Serra defeated Georges St-Pierre at
UFC 69. GSP was heavily favored, but Serra’s wrestling and resilience led to a stunning victory that
shocked fans and bookmakers alike.

Holly Holm vs. Ronda Rousey
Ronda Rousey was the biggest favorite heading into UFC 193 against Holly Holm, with odds around -2000.
Holm’s precise striking and strategic approach resulted in a TKO upset that dramatically altered the
women’s bantamweight division.



Other Notable Upsets

Michael Bisping vs. Luke Rockhold (UFC 199)

Jorge Masvidal vs. Ben Askren (UFC 239)

Chris Weidman vs. Anderson Silva I (UFC 162)

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is considered the biggest favorite in UFC history?
Conor McGregor is often regarded as one of the biggest favorites in UFC history due to his rapid rise,
charismatic personality, and dominant performances.

Which UFC fighter had the largest betting favorite odds in a title fight?
Ronda Rousey was one of the largest betting favorites in a title fight, often entering bouts as
overwhelming favorites due to her undefeated streak and multiple title defenses.

What was the biggest upset against a heavy favorite in UFC history?
One of the biggest upsets was when Matt Serra defeated Georges St-Pierre at UFC 69, despite being a
significant underdog.

How do bookmakers determine the biggest favorite in UFC fights?
Bookmakers analyze fighters' records, recent performances, fighting styles, injuries, and public betting
trends to set odds and determine favorites.

Has any biggest favorite ever lost a UFC title fight?
Yes, despite being favorites, some fighters have lost UFC title fights, such as Ronda Rousey losing to Holly
Holm at UFC 193 in a major upset.

Which UFC event featured the biggest favorite winning by knockout?
UFC 194 featured Conor McGregor as a heavy favorite winning by knockout against José Aldo in just 13
seconds, one of the fastest title fight finishes in history.



Are biggest favorites in UFC more likely to win by knockout or
decision?
Biggest favorites in UFC often win by knockout or submission due to their dominant skill levels, but some
also secure victories by decision depending on the matchup.

What impact does being the biggest favorite have on a UFC fighter’s
career?
Being the biggest favorite can increase a fighter's marketability and pressure to perform, but it also comes
with high expectations and scrutiny from fans and media.

Who holds the record for the longest winning streak as a UFC favorite?
Khabib Nurmagomedov holds one of the longest undefeated streaks in UFC history, consistently entering
fights as a favorite and maintaining a perfect 29-0 record.

How has the perception of favorites in UFC changed over time?
The perception of favorites in UFC has evolved with the sport's growth, as more competitive matchups
and diverse fighting styles have made outcomes less predictable than in early UFC days.

Additional Resources
1. "The Notorious: The Life and Fights of Conor McGregor"
This book chronicles the rise of Conor McGregor from a young fighter in Dublin to one of the biggest
superstars in UFC history. It explores his charismatic personality, fighting style, and impact on the sport’s
popularity worldwide. Readers gain insight into his most iconic fights and controversies outside the
octagon.

2. "Ronda Rousey: The Champion's Journey"
Detailing the groundbreaking career of Ronda Rousey, this book highlights her transition from Olympic
judo medalist to UFC’s first female bantamweight champion. It covers her dominant reign, influence on
women’s MMA, and the challenges she faced both inside and outside the cage. The book provides a
compelling look at her legacy in the sport.

3. "Jon Jones: The Greatest Fighter Never Undisputed"
This biography delves into the complicated life and career of Jon Jones, often regarded as one of the most
talented fighters in UFC history. It examines his unparalleled skills, numerous title defenses, and the
controversies that have shaped public perception. The book balances his in-cage dominance with his
personal struggles.



4. "Georges St-Pierre: The Perfect Warrior"
Focusing on Georges St-Pierre’s disciplined approach to fighting and life, this book explores how he became
one of the most respected welterweight champions in UFC history. It details his training regimen, strategic
mind, and his comeback after a hiatus. The narrative highlights his sportsmanship and dedication to the
craft.

5. "Amanda Nunes: Queen of the Octagon"
This book celebrates Amanda Nunes’s rise to becoming the first woman to hold two UFC titles
simultaneously. It covers her journey from Brazil to global stardom, her dominant performances, and her
role in breaking barriers for female fighters. The story emphasizes her strength, skill, and determination.

6. "Chuck Liddell: The Iceman's Legacy"
An exploration of Chuck Liddell’s impact on the UFC during its early expansion years, this book delves
into his knockout power and fan-favorite fighting style. It traces his career highlights, rivalries, and his role
in popularizing MMA. The book also touches on his life after competition and contributions to the sport.

7. "Anderson Silva: The Spider's Web"
This biography captures Anderson Silva’s reign as the longest-serving UFC middleweight champion,
showcasing his creative striking and elusive defense. It covers his most memorable fights and his influence
on the evolution of MMA striking techniques. The book also discusses his challenges and comeback
attempts.

8. "Daniel Cormier: From Wrestling Mats to UFC Glory"
Detailing Daniel Cormier’s transition from Olympic wrestling to becoming a two-division UFC champion,
this book highlights his perseverance and leadership. It portrays his rivalry with Jon Jones, his
championship victories, and his respected role as a commentator and mentor. The narrative reflects his
humility and dedication.

9. "Khabib Nurmagomedov: The Eagle's Flight to Undefeated Glory"
This book tells the story of Khabib Nurmagomedov’s undefeated career and his dominant grappling style
that made him a lightweight legend. It explores his upbringing in Dagestan, the discipline instilled by his
family, and his memorable fights against top contenders. The book emphasizes his legacy as one of the
greatest fighters to never lose a professional bout.
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