
biggest upset in kentucky derby history

biggest upset in kentucky derby history is a topic that captures the imagination of horse racing
enthusiasts and sports historians alike. The Kentucky Derby, known as "The Most Exciting Two
Minutes in Sports," has witnessed numerous thrilling races since its inception in 1875. Among these,
certain races stand out for their unexpected outcomes that defied odds and expert predictions. This
article explores the most remarkable and surprising moments in Kentucky Derby history where
underdogs triumphed against all expectations. By delving into the details of these races, including the
horses, jockeys, odds, and circumstances, readers can gain a deeper understanding of what makes
the Kentucky Derby so unpredictable and exciting. Additionally, the article highlights how these
upsets impacted the sport and the legacy of the Derby. The following sections provide a
comprehensive overview of the biggest upset in Kentucky Derby history and related notable
surprises.

The 1913 Kentucky Derby: Donerail’s Shocking Victory

Other Notable Upsets in Kentucky Derby History

Factors Contributing to Major Derby Upsets

Impact of Upsets on the Kentucky Derby and Horse Racing

The 1913 Kentucky Derby: Donerail’s Shocking Victory

The 1913 Kentucky Derby remains the quintessential example of the biggest upset in Kentucky Derby
history. Donerail, a relatively unknown horse with long odds, managed to clinch victory in one of the
most surprising finishes ever recorded at Churchill Downs. Entering the race as a 91-1 long shot,
Donerail’s win stunned spectators, bettors, and experts alike.

Background and Pre-Race Expectations

Before the 1913 Derby, Donerail was not considered a serious contender. The horse had shown
inconsistent performances leading up to the race, and his connections were modest compared to the
more prominent stables competing. With a field of strong competitors favored by bettors and
analysts, Donerail’s chances were widely dismissed. The 91-1 odds reflected this consensus, making
his eventual victory an extraordinary event in the sport’s history.

The Race and Outcome

On May 10, 1913, Donerail broke from the gate with little fanfare, but as the race unfolded, jockey



Roscoe Goose guided the horse skillfully through the pack. Against all expectations, Donerail surged
ahead in the final stretch, crossing the finish line first by a margin of lengths. This upset not only
shocked the racing community but also resulted in the highest payout in Derby history for a winning
wager at that time.

Significance of Donerail’s Victory

Donerail’s victory is widely regarded as the biggest upset in Kentucky Derby history due to the
unprecedented odds and the definitive nature of the win. It demonstrated that even the least favored
horses could triumph on the grandest stage. This race has since become a symbol of unpredictability
and excitement in horse racing, inspiring countless fans and bettors to hope for similar surprises.

Other Notable Upsets in Kentucky Derby History

While Donerail’s 1913 win stands out, several other races in Kentucky Derby history have featured
surprising outcomes that qualify as significant upsets. These races often involved underdog horses
defying expectations and overcoming favored competitors.

Genuine Risk (1947)

Genuine Risk was the second filly ever to win the Kentucky Derby and was considered an underdog
entering the race. Despite facing skepticism about a filly’s ability to compete with male horses,
Genuine Risk secured a victory that surprised many and became a milestone for female horses in the
sport.

Mine That Bird (2009)

Mine That Bird entered the 2009 Derby as a 50-1 outsider with few expecting a strong performance.
However, the horse produced a stunning come-from-behind victory, capturing the imagination of fans
worldwide. The upset was characterized by Mine That Bird’s late surge and the jockey’s expert timing,
making it one of the most thrilling Derby finishes in recent decades.

Other Surprising Winners

Emperor of Norfolk (1888) – Overcame strong favorites in a dramatic finish.

Black Gold (1924) – Won despite long odds and challenging race conditions.

Giants Causeway (2000) – Though not a winner, his unexpected strong showing shifted betting



perspectives.

Factors Contributing to Major Derby Upsets

Several factors can contribute to the biggest upset in Kentucky Derby history or any major horse race.
Understanding these elements helps explain why certain races defy expectations and produce
surprising winners.

Race Conditions and Track Variables

Weather, track surface, and other environmental conditions significantly impact race outcomes.
Muddy or slippery tracks can disadvantage favored horses accustomed to fast, dry surfaces, allowing
underdogs better suited to the conditions to excel.

Jockey Strategy and Performance

The skill and decisions made by jockeys during the race are critical. A well-timed move, effective
positioning, or exploiting weaknesses in competitors can turn the tide in favor of an underestimated
horse. In many upset victories, jockeys have played pivotal roles in executing winning strategies.

Horse Health and Conditioning

Unexpected illnesses, injuries, or poor conditioning can impair top contenders, while lesser-known
horses may enter the race in peak health, gaining an advantage. The physical and mental state of the
horses on race day can dramatically influence results.

Betting Odds and Public Perception

Odds reflect public and expert predictions but do not guarantee outcomes. Sometimes, horses with
long odds are underestimated due to limited prior success, underexposure, or biases. These
miscalculations can lead to historic upsets.

Impact of Upsets on the Kentucky Derby and Horse



Racing

The biggest upset in Kentucky Derby history and other surprising outcomes have far-reaching effects
on the sport, betting markets, and fan engagement. These moments contribute to the enduring
appeal of the Derby and horse racing as a whole.

Influence on Betting and Wagering

Major upsets often lead to significant payouts for bettors who took chances on long shots. These
events encourage more diverse wagering strategies and maintain excitement among bettors,
knowing that improbable victories are possible.

Legacy and Cultural Impact

Upset victories become part of racing lore, inspiring stories, documentaries, and media coverage that
celebrate the unpredictability of the sport. They also highlight the human and equine elements that
make horse racing compelling.

Encouragement for New Competitors

The possibility of an upset motivates owners, trainers, and jockeys to continue striving for success,
regardless of their horses’ perceived chances. It fosters a competitive environment where every
participant believes in the potential for greatness.

Unexpected outcomes keep the Kentucky Derby an iconic and thrilling event.1.

Upsets enhance the sport’s unpredictability, drawing new fans and maintaining interest.2.

Historic surprises contribute to the rich tradition and storytelling within horse racing.3.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is considered the biggest upset in Kentucky Derby
history?
The biggest upset in Kentucky Derby history is often considered to be when Donerail won in 1913 at
odds of 91-1, the longest odds winner in the race's history.



Who was the longest odds winner in Kentucky Derby history?
Donerail holds the record as the longest odds winner in Kentucky Derby history, winning in 1913 at
91-1 odds.

Why was Donerail's victory in 1913 such a huge upset?
Donerail's victory was a huge upset because he was a massive underdog with 91-1 odds, and no one
expected him to win against a strong field of competitors.

Has there been any upset in the Kentucky Derby comparable
to Donerail's win?
While there have been other surprising winners, none have matched the magnitude of Donerail's 91-1
upset, making it the most significant upset in Derby history.

What factors contributed to the biggest upset in the Kentucky
Derby?
Factors contributing to the biggest upset include the underdog horse's unexpected performance,
possible underestimation by bettors, and sometimes race-day conditions favoring the long shot.

How did Donerail's upset win impact the Kentucky Derby
betting culture?
Donerail's upset win demonstrated that long shots could win, encouraging bettors to consider higher
odds horses and adding excitement and unpredictability to Derby betting.

Are there any recent Kentucky Derby upsets comparable to
the biggest upset in history?
Recent Kentucky Derby races have seen surprise winners, but none have matched the extreme odds
and shock value of Donerail's 1913 upset.

What lessons do trainers and bettors learn from the biggest
upset in Kentucky Derby history?
Trainers and bettors learn that anything can happen in horse racing, emphasizing the importance of
thorough preparation, not underestimating any competitor, and the unpredictability of the sport.

Additional Resources
1. Secretariat’s Shadow: The Greatest Kentucky Derby Upset
This book delves into the stunning 1973 Kentucky Derby where Secretariat, the overwhelming
favorite, faced an unexpected challenge. It explores the race dynamics, the underdog horse’s journey,
and the shock waves sent through the horse racing community. With insider interviews and detailed



race analysis, readers get an in-depth look at one of the biggest upsets in Derby history.

2. Mine That Bird: Against All Odds in the Kentucky Derby
A captivating recount of Mine That Bird's improbable victory in the 2009 Kentucky Derby, this book
highlights the horse’s unlikely rise from obscurity. It details the story of the underdog jockey, trainer,
and the surprising win that defied all expectations. The narrative offers inspiration and a behind-the-
scenes look at the path to one of racing’s most memorable upsets.

3. Giant’s Causeway: The Derby Day Shock
This title explores an often-overlooked upset involving Giant’s Causeway, focusing on the unexpected
twists during a high-stakes Kentucky Derby. The book examines the strategies, conditions, and
participants that led to a surprising outcome. Through vivid storytelling, it captures the drama and
unpredictability of horse racing’s biggest day.

4. Dark Horse Rising: The 1913 Kentucky Derby Upset
Focusing on the legendary victory of Donerail, who won at 91-1 odds, this book is a detailed chronicle
of the 1913 Derby’s greatest upset. It offers historical context, race day drama, and the lasting impact
of this shocker on the sport. Readers gain insight into how an overlooked horse captured the hearts of
racing fans forever.

5. The Longshot Legend: Breaking Records at the Derby
This book profiles various longshot winners in Kentucky Derby history, emphasizing the most
surprising and game-changing upsets. It combines storytelling with statistical analysis to show how
unlikely contenders have shaped the race’s legacy. The narrative provides a thrilling perspective on
what it takes to defy the odds on Derby day.

6. Upset at Churchill Downs: When the Underdogs Take the Lead
A comprehensive look at the Kentucky Derby’s most shocking upsets, this book captures the
excitement and unpredictability of the race. It spotlights several underdog victories and the factors
contributing to these surprises. Through engaging anecdotes and expert commentary, it celebrates
the spirit of competition and chance in horse racing.

7. From Dark Horse to Derby Winner: Stories of Stunning Victories
This collection of stories highlights some of the most unexpected Kentucky Derby triumphs
throughout history. Each chapter focuses on a different upset, providing background, race details, and
the aftermath. The book is an inspiring tribute to perseverance and the thrill of the unexpected in
horse racing.

8. The Miracle at the Derby: Unbelievable Upsets That Shook the Racing World
Detailing several miraculous Kentucky Derby upsets, this book captures the moments when history
was rewritten by unexpected winners. It includes firsthand accounts from jockeys, trainers, and fans
who witnessed these incredible feats. The book emphasizes the drama and emotional highs that
make the Derby a premier sporting event.

9. Underdog Triumphs: Kentucky Derby’s Biggest Shocks and Surprises
This title offers an in-depth analysis of the most significant upsets in Kentucky Derby history, blending
historical research with compelling storytelling. It explores how these surprises impacted the sport
and the betting public. Readers will uncover the stories behind the odds and the horses who defied
them to claim victory.
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