
biggest upsets in fa cup history
biggest upsets in fa cup history have captivated football fans for over a
century, showcasing the unpredictable magic of the world's oldest national
football competition. The FA Cup is renowned for its thrilling matches where
underdogs topple giants, creating unforgettable moments in football folklore.
This article explores some of the most remarkable giant-killings and shock
results that define the competition. From non-league teams defeating top-
flight clubs to unexpected triumphs by lower division sides, the FA Cup has a
rich history of surprises. Understanding these historic upsets highlights the
drama, passion, and romance that make the tournament so beloved. The
following sections delve into the most iconic matches, the factors behind
these shocks, and the lasting impact on clubs and fans alike.

Historic Giant-Killings in FA Cup

Memorable Upsets by Non-League Teams

Top Flight Teams Defeated by Lower Division Clubs

Factors Contributing to FA Cup Shock Results

Legacy and Impact of the Biggest FA Cup Upsets

Historic Giant-Killings in FA Cup
Throughout its history, the FA Cup has been fertile ground for some of
football’s greatest giant-killings. These matches are often remembered for
their David versus Goliath narratives, where smaller clubs defy all odds to
overcome footballing powerhouses. Such upsets are celebrated as testaments to
the unpredictability inherent in knockout competitions.

Hereford United vs Newcastle United (1972)
One of the most iconic FA Cup upsets took place in 1972 when Hereford United,
a non-league side at the time, defeated First Division Newcastle United in
the Third Round Replay. The match is famous for Ronnie Radford’s spectacular
long-range goal, which has become emblematic of FA Cup magic. This victory
not only shocked the football world but also elevated Hereford’s profile
dramatically.



Sunderland vs Leeds United (1973)
Sunderland’s 1-0 victory over the reigning First Division champions Leeds
United in the 1973 FA Cup final remains a defining giant-killing moment.
Despite being a Second Division team, Sunderland’s disciplined performance
and tactical resilience earned them the trophy, underscoring the FA Cup's
reputation for unpredictability.

Memorable Upsets by Non-League Teams
Non-league clubs have historically been at the heart of some of the most
unexpected FA Cup results. Their victories over professional teams not only
highlight the open nature of the competition but also inspire smaller clubs
across the country.

Lincoln City’s Historic Run (2017)
Lincoln City became the first non-league team in over a century to reach the
FA Cup quarter-finals in 2017. Along the way, they defeated several Football
League clubs, including Burnley, a Premier League side. This remarkable run
captured the imagination of fans and showcased the enduring allure of FA Cup
giant-killings.

Altrincham’s Triumphs over League Teams
Altrincham, a non-league side, has a rich history of upsetting Football
League opposition in the FA Cup. Their victories over teams like Birmingham
City in the 1980s remain celebrated examples of lower-tier clubs seizing the
spotlight in the nation’s premier knockout tournament.

Top Flight Teams Defeated by Lower Division
Clubs
Lower division clubs have frequently inflicted stunning defeats on top-flight
teams in the FA Cup, emphasizing the tournament’s reputation for drama and
surprise outcomes.

Wrexham vs Arsenal (1992)
Wrexham, then a Third Division side, famously defeated Arsenal, the reigning
First Division champions, in the 1992 FA Cup Third Round. The 2-1 victory was
a massive shock, illustrating the potential for lower-ranked teams to topple
elite clubs through determination and tactical discipline.



Portsmouth vs Manchester City (2008)
In 2008, Portsmouth overcame Premier League giants Manchester City in an FA
Cup tie, defying expectations as a lower-ranked team. This upset was
significant due to Manchester City’s financial backing and growing status,
reinforcing the cup’s unpredictable nature.

Factors Contributing to FA Cup Shock Results
The biggest upsets in FA Cup history often arise from a combination of unique
factors that level the playing field between vastly unequal teams.
Understanding these elements provides insight into why the competition
remains so enthralling.

Motivation and Team Spirit: Underdogs frequently exhibit extraordinary
determination and unity, motivated by the opportunity to make history.

Squad Rotation by Favorites: Top teams sometimes field weakened sides,
underestimating their opponents or prioritizing other competitions.

Home Advantage: Smaller clubs playing at their home grounds can benefit
from familiar conditions and passionate local support.

Single-Elimination Format: The knockout nature of the FA Cup means a
single poor performance can result in elimination, increasing the chance
of upsets.

Weather and Pitch Conditions: Adverse weather or challenging pitch
surfaces can disrupt the play style of technically superior teams.

Legacy and Impact of the Biggest FA Cup Upsets
The biggest upsets in FA Cup history have left lasting legacies on the clubs
involved, their supporters, and the broader football community. These moments
are celebrated as defining achievements and often lead to increased
recognition and financial rewards for smaller clubs.

Boosting Club Profiles and Finances
Giant-killing runs in the FA Cup can significantly boost a club’s visibility
and revenue. Prize money, increased ticket sales, and media attention often
follow shocking victories, providing smaller clubs with resources to improve
infrastructure and squad quality.



Inspiration for Future Generations
The narratives of underdogs triumphing against elite opposition inspire
players, managers, and fans alike. These stories contribute to the
romanticism of the FA Cup, encouraging grassroots participation and belief
that anything is possible on match day.

Influence on the Competition’s Prestige
Upsets reinforce the FA Cup’s reputation as a competition where
unpredictability reigns. This reputation helps maintain strong public
interest and ensures the tournament’s continued relevance in a football
landscape dominated by league and international competitions.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is considered the biggest upset in FA Cup
history?
One of the biggest upsets in FA Cup history is when Wimbledon defeated
Liverpool 1-0 in the 1988 final, despite being huge underdogs against the
top-tier team.

Which non-league team famously upset a top-division
club in the FA Cup?
In 1949, non-league Yeovil Town famously defeated Sunderland, a First
Division club, 2-1 in the FA Cup, marking one of the biggest giant killings
in the competition's history.

Has a lower league team ever won the FA Cup against
a top-flight club?
Yes, in 1973, Sunderland, then a Second Division team, beat the heavily
favored First Division Leeds United 1-0 in the FA Cup final, considered a
major upset.

What was remarkable about Lincoln City's FA Cup run
in 2017?
Lincoln City, a non-league team at the time, reached the quarter-finals of
the FA Cup in 2017, defeating several higher-tier teams including Burnley
from the Premier League, showcasing a historic giant-killing run.



Which Premier League giant has fallen victim to
multiple FA Cup upsets?
Chelsea has been surprisingly vulnerable in the FA Cup, having been knocked
out by lower league teams like Bradford City in 2015 and Bradford City in
2015 and other notable upsets over the years.

How do FA Cup upsets impact the perception of the
competition?
FA Cup upsets contribute to the tournament's reputation for unpredictability
and excitement, highlighting the opportunity for smaller clubs to achieve
historic victories against top-tier teams, enhancing the magic of the cup.

Additional Resources
1. David vs Goliath: The Greatest FA Cup Upsets
This book dives into the most shocking underdog victories in FA Cup history,
exploring how smaller clubs toppled football giants against all odds. It
highlights the tactical brilliance, player determination, and sheer
unpredictability that make the FA Cup a beloved competition. Each chapter
recounts a different historic upset, providing context and behind-the-scenes
stories.

2. Magic Moments: Unforgettable FA Cup Shockers
A celebration of the FA Cup’s most stunning results, this book captures the
raw emotion and drama of football’s biggest upsets. Through vivid
storytelling and interviews with players and managers, it brings to life the
nights when the impossible became reality. Fans will relive iconic matches
where underdogs stole the spotlight.

3. Giant Killers: The Underdogs Who Shocked the FA Cup
Focusing on the teams and individuals who defied expectations, this book
chronicles the FA Cup’s proud tradition of giant-killing. It examines the
social and sporting contexts that made these victories so meaningful,
revealing how they inspired communities and changed football narratives. The
book also analyzes tactics that helped smaller clubs succeed.

4. Shockwaves at Wembley: Historic FA Cup Upsets
This title explores the most earth-shattering FA Cup upsets that sent
shockwaves through the football world, especially those that unfolded on the
iconic Wembley stage. Detailed match analyses and personal anecdotes offer
readers a front-row seat to moments of footballing history. The book also
reflects on the legacy of these games in shaping modern football.

5. Underdog Triumphs: Legendary FA Cup Surprises
Underdog Triumphs delves into the stories behind the FA Cup’s legendary
surprises, from non-league clubs to lower division teams toppling favorites.



The narrative uncovers the passion, grit, and sometimes sheer luck involved
in these matches. With rich photographs and rare interviews, it paints a
vivid picture of football’s most unexpected victories.

6. The Cinderella Stories of the FA Cup
This book focuses on the fairy-tale journeys of lesser-known clubs in the FA
Cup, highlighting how they captured the hearts of fans worldwide. Each story
reveals the challenges faced by these teams and the moments that led to their
stunning upsets. It’s a tribute to the magic and unpredictability that define
the competition.

7. When Underdogs Roared: FA Cup’s Biggest Shocks
A gripping account of the most dramatic and unexpected FA Cup results, this
book explores how underdogs roared to victory against the odds. It includes
detailed tactical breakdowns, player profiles, and fan perspectives that
bring these historic matches to life. The book also considers the cultural
impact of these shocks on English football.

8. From Outsiders to Heroes: FA Cup Upset Chronicles
This chronicle captures the transformation of overlooked teams into heroes
through their FA Cup exploits. Through comprehensive research and
storytelling, the book details the critical moments and key figures behind
each upset. It celebrates the spirit of competition and the hope that defines
the FA Cup.

9. Against All Odds: The FA Cup’s Greatest Giant-Killings
Focusing on the most improbable victories in the FA Cup, this book tells the
stories of clubs who triumphed against overwhelming odds. It combines
historical context, match reports, and personal narratives to showcase the
drama and excitement of these giant-killings. Readers gain insight into how
these matches have become part of football folklore.
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