cpt code for flu and covid test

cpt code for flu and covid test is a critical topic for healthcare providers,
medical coders, and billing professionals navigating the complexities of
diagnostic testing reimbursement. Accurate coding ensures proper
documentation, facilitates insurance claims, and supports compliance with
healthcare regulations. This article delves into the specific CPT codes
associated with influenza (flu) and COVID-19 testing, highlighting their
differences, applications, and updates in coding guidelines. Whether
conducting rapid antigen tests, PCR assays, or combined panels, understanding
the appropriate CPT codes is essential for efficient medical billing.
Additionally, this guide covers the nuances of coding for testing performed
in various settings, as well as related procedural considerations. The
comprehensive coverage of the cpt code for flu and covid test will assist
medical personnel in optimizing coding practices and reducing claim denials.
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Overview of CPT Codes for Flu and COVID Testing

The Current Procedural Terminology (CPT) codes are standardized codes used to
describe medical, surgical, and diagnostic services. When it comes to
infectious disease testing, such as for influenza and COVID-19, CPT codes
provide a uniform language for reporting and billing. Distinguishing between
flu and COVID testing requires familiarity with the specific codes assigned
to different types of tests, including molecular assays, antigen detection,
and multiplex panels. Accurate use of the cpt code for flu and covid test is
crucial for ensuring proper reimbursement and compliance with payer
requirements.

These codes are updated regularly by the American Medical Association (AMA)
to reflect advances in testing technology and public health needs. Healthcare
providers must stay informed about these changes to maintain coding accuracy.



CPT Codes for Influenza Testing

Influenza testing is performed using various methods such as rapid antigen
detection tests, molecular assays like PCR, and immunofluorescence assays.
Each method corresponds to specific CPT codes that describe the procedure
performed. Selecting the correct CPT code for flu testing depends on the test
type and the laboratory or point-of-care setting.

Common CPT Codes for Influenza Testing

Below are frequently used CPT codes for influenza diagnostic tests:

» 87804: Infectious agent antigen detection by immunoassay technique,
influenza virus

e 87501: Infectious agent detection by nucleic acid (DNA or RNA);
influenza virus, amplified probe technique

* 87400: Infectious agent detection by nucleic acid (DNA or RNA);
influenza virus, direct probe technique

These codes differ based on the methodology: antigen detection (rapid tests),
amplified probe (PCR), or direct probe (non-amplified nucleic acid). Proper
documentation specifying the test type is necessary to support code
selection.

Special Considerations for Influenza Testing Codes

It is important to note that some payers may have specific requirements
regarding flu testing CPT codes. For example, rapid influenza diagnostic
tests (RIDTs) are commonly billed using 87804, but PCR tests require 87501.
Inpatient and outpatient settings may also influence coding decisions.
Furthermore, when influenza testing is part of a broader respiratory panel,
different CPT codes may apply.

CPT Codes for COVID-19 Testing

COVID-19 testing utilizes a range of diagnostic methods, including molecular
tests (RT-PCR), antigen tests, and antibody tests. The CPT codes for COVID-19
testing were introduced rapidly in response to the pandemic and have been
updated regularly to accommodate new testing modalities and reporting
requirements.



Molecular and Antigen COVID-19 Testing Codes

The primary CPT codes for COVID-19 diagnostic testing include:

¢ 87635: Infectious agent detection by nucleic acid (DNA or RNA), SARS-
CoV-2 (COVID-19), amplified probe technique

» 87811: Infectious agent antigen detection by immunoassay technique,
SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19)

Code 87635 is used for RT-PCR and other nucleic acid amplification tests
(NAATs), which are considered the gold standard for COVID-19 diagnosis. Code
87811 applies to rapid antigen tests that provide faster results but may have
variable sensitivity.

COVID-19 Antibody Testing Codes

While not diagnostic, antibody tests to detect past COVID-19 infection have
separate CPT codes, such as:

* 86769: Antibody detection for SARS-CoV-2, qualitative or
semiquantitative

These are generally used for serologic surveillance rather than active
infection diagnosis.

Combined Flu and COVID Testing CPT Codes

Given the overlap in symptoms and the concurrent circulation of influenza and
SARS-CoV-2 viruses, combined testing panels have become increasingly common.
CPT codes exist to describe multiplex assays that detect both influenza
viruses and COVID-19 in a single test.

Multiplex Panel CPT Codes

Key CPT codes for combined flu and COVID testing include:

e 87631: Infectious agent detection by nucleic acid (DNA or RNA),
respiratory virus panel including influenza A, influenza B, and SARS-
CoV-2

e 87632: Infectious agent detection by nucleic acid (DNA or RNA),
respiratory virus panel with extended targets including influenza and
CovID-19



These multiplex panels offer efficiency by simultaneously testing for
multiple pathogens, facilitating faster diagnosis and treatment decisions.
The use of these CPT codes requires careful documentation to reflect the
panel's scope and the pathogens tested.

Billing Challenges for Combined Testing

When submitting claims for combined flu and COVID testing, it is vital to
avoid duplicate billing for individual tests covered within a multiplex
panel. Insurance payers may have specific guidelines on coverage and
reimbursement for these panels, so coders must verify payer policies and
ensure that claims accurately reflect the performed services.

Billing and Documentation Best Practices

Proper billing and documentation are essential components of utilizing the
cpt code for flu and covid test effectively. Accurate coding not only
supports reimbursement but also ensures compliance with regulatory
requirements and facilitates public health reporting.

Essential Documentation Elements

Documentation accompanying flu and COVID testing should include:

e Type of test performed (e.g., antigen, PCR, multiplex panel)
e Specimen source and collection date

e Test results, if available at the time of billing

e Clinical indications justifying the test

e Laboratory or point-of-care setting details

Common Billing Considerations

Several billing considerations apply when coding for flu and COVID tests:
e Use of modifier codes when applicable
e Adhering to payer-specific guidelines and coverage policies

e Avoiding unbundling or duplicate billing



e Monitoring updates to CPT codes and reimbursement rules

Staying current with coding changes and payer instructions helps reduce claim
denials and expedites payment processing.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the CPT code for a flu test?
The CPT code for a rapid influenza diagnostic test (RIDT) is 87804.

Which CPT code is used for a COVID-19 PCR test?
The CPT code for a COVID-19 PCR test is 87635.

Is there a specific CPT code for combined flu and
COVID-19 testing?

Yes, CPT code 87631 is used for a multiplex PCR test that detects both SARS-
CoV-2 and influenza viruses.

What CPT code should be used for antigen tests for
COVID-19?

For COVID-19 antigen tests, CPT codes 87301 or 87426 may be used depending on
the test method.

Are there different CPT codes for flu tests
depending on the testing method?

Yes, rapid antigen flu tests use CPT code 87804, whereas molecular flu tests
use CPT codes like 87501 or 87502 depending on the influenza type.

Can the CPT codes for flu and COVID-19 tests be
billed together?

Yes, if separate tests are performed, providers can bill separately using the
corresponding CPT codes for each test, such as 87804 for flu and 87635 for
COVID-19 PCR.



Additional Resources

1. Mastering CPT Coding for Flu and COVID-19 Testing

This comprehensive guide covers the essential CPT codes used for flu and
COVID-19 diagnostic testing. It provides detailed explanations of coding
guidelines, including updates for pandemic-related procedures. Ideal for
medical coders and billing specialists, the book helps ensure accurate claims
and compliance with healthcare regulations.

2. The Essential Handbook of CPT Codes for Infectious Disease Testing

Focused on infectious diseases, this handbook offers an in-depth look at CPT
codes related to viral testing, including influenza and COVID-19. It includes
practical tips for coding, billing, and documentation to avoid common errors.
The book is a valuable resource for healthcare providers and coding
professionals navigating pandemic testing protocols.

3. CPT Coding Strategies for COVID-19 and Influenza Tests

This book presents effective strategies for correctly applying CPT codes for
flu and COVID-19 tests. It addresses the nuances of different test types such
as PCR, antigen, and antibody tests. Readers will gain insight on how to
optimize reimbursement while maintaining compliance with payer policies.

4. Accurate Billing and Coding for Flu and COVID-19 Laboratory Tests

Designed for medical billers and coders, this volume explains the proper use
of CPT codes for laboratory testing related to influenza and COVID-19. It
discusses recent changes in coding guidelines and provides case studies to
illustrate best practices. The book helps reduce claim denials and streamline
the billing process.

5. Understanding COVID-19 and Influenza CPT Coding Updates

This title explores the evolving landscape of CPT coding during the COVID-19
pandemic and seasonal flu outbreaks. It highlights newly introduced codes,
modifiers, and reporting requirements. Healthcare professionals will find
this book useful for staying current with coding standards and regulatory
changes.

6. Clinical Coding for Viral Respiratory Infections: Flu and COVID-19

This resource delves into clinical coding principles specifically for viral
respiratory infections, emphasizing flu and COVID-19 tests. It provides
detailed coding instructions aligned with ICD-10 and CPT guidelines. Perfect
for clinical coders aiming to improve accuracy in infectious disease
documentation.

7. Billing Essentials for COVID-19 and Influenza Diagnostic Testing

A practical guide that focuses on billing procedures tied to CPT coding of
flu and COVID-19 diagnostics. It covers insurance policies, reimbursement
challenges, and compliance considerations. The book equips healthcare
administrators and coders with knowledge to navigate complex billing
environments.

8. CPT Code Reference for Pandemic-Related Testing Services



This reference book catalogs all relevant CPT codes used during pandemic
scenarios, with a special focus on flu and COVID-19 testing services. It
includes descriptions, coding tips, and payer-specific notes. Coders and
healthcare providers will find it an indispensable tool for pandemic response
coding.

9. Comprehensive Guide to Laboratory Test Coding: Influenza and COVID-19
Offering a thorough overview of laboratory test coding, this guide emphasizes
influenza and COVID-19 tests. It explains test methodologies, coding
criteria, and reporting procedures. The book is suited for laboratory
professionals, coders, and billing staff seeking to enhance their
understanding of infectious disease test coding.
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