
cpt code for quick flu test
cpt code for quick flu test is a crucial element in medical billing and healthcare
documentation. This code allows healthcare providers to accurately report and bill for rapid
influenza diagnostic tests (RIDTs), which are essential for timely diagnosis and treatment of
the flu. Understanding the specific CPT (Current Procedural Terminology) codes for quick flu
tests helps ensure proper reimbursement and compliance with coding standards. This
article provides a comprehensive overview of the CPT codes associated with rapid flu
testing, including their definitions, usage guidelines, and related billing considerations.
Additionally, the discussion covers the importance of accurate coding for flu tests in clinical
practice and insurance claims. Readers will gain insights into common CPT codes, the
distinctions between different types of flu tests, and best practices for documentation. The
following sections will explore the key aspects of CPT codes for quick flu tests, associated
procedures, and practical tips for healthcare providers.
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Understanding CPT Codes for Quick Flu Tests
The CPT code for quick flu test refers to the standardized numerical codes used to identify
and report rapid influenza diagnostic testing procedures. These codes are part of the CPT
coding system maintained by the American Medical Association (AMA) and are widely used
in medical billing to facilitate insurance claims processing. Rapid flu tests are designed to
detect the presence of influenza viral antigens in respiratory specimens quickly, often
within 15–30 minutes, enabling prompt clinical decisions.

The primary CPT code used for rapid influenza testing is 87804. This code specifically
represents the immunoassay for influenza virus antigen detection, providing qualitative
results for influenza A and B. It is important to distinguish this code from other influenza
testing codes that may cover molecular assays or more complex tests. Providers must
select the appropriate CPT code based on the test methodology and clinical setting to
ensure accurate reimbursement.

Definition of CPT Code 87804
CPT code 87804 is defined as “Infectious agent antigen detection by immunoassay with
direct optical observation; influenza.” This code applies to rapid influenza tests that utilize



immunoassay techniques to detect viral antigens directly from patient samples such as
nasal or throat swabs. The test results are generally qualitative, indicating the presence or
absence of influenza A and B viruses.

Distinction from Other Influenza Test Codes
While 87804 is commonly used for quick flu tests, other CPT codes exist for different types
of influenza testing, including molecular assays. For example, CPT codes 87400 to 87409
cover influenza virus detection by nucleic acid methods, which are more sensitive but
typically require longer processing times. Understanding these distinctions is essential for
correct coding and billing.

Types of Rapid Influenza Diagnostic Tests
Rapid influenza diagnostic tests (RIDTs) are diverse in methodology and application.
Selecting the correct CPT code for quick flu test depends largely on the test type employed
by the healthcare provider. The main types include immunoassays, molecular assays, and
other point-of-care testing methods.

Immunoassay-Based Rapid Flu Tests
Immunoassay tests detect influenza viral antigens using antibodies and provide results
quickly. These tests are widely used in outpatient clinics and emergency departments due
to their speed and ease of use. CPT code 87804 covers these immunoassay-based quick flu
tests.

Molecular-Based Rapid Flu Tests
Molecular tests detect viral RNA using nucleic acid amplification techniques and offer higher
sensitivity and specificity compared to immunoassays. Although these tests are rapid, their
coding falls under different CPT codes ranging from 87400 to 87411, depending on the
specific virus targeted and the number of pathogens tested.

Point-of-Care Testing Platforms
Point-of-care (POC) testing platforms integrate immunoassay or molecular technologies to
provide rapid influenza diagnosis at or near the site of patient care. Accurate coding for
these tests depends on the technology used and should align with the CPT codes described
above.



Billing and Coding Guidelines for Quick Flu Tests
Accurate billing and coding for quick flu tests are essential to ensure appropriate
reimbursement and compliance with payer requirements. Healthcare providers must be
familiar with coding conventions, payer policies, and documentation standards.

When to Use CPT Code 87804
CPT code 87804 should be reported when a rapid influenza test using immunoassay
technology is performed, and the results are qualitative. It is important to confirm that the
test is a point-of-care or office-based assay rather than a laboratory-based molecular test.

Modifiers and Additional Codes
In some cases, modifiers may be necessary to indicate specific circumstances such as
repeat testing or separate encounters. Additionally, providers should report appropriate
specimen collection codes if required by payer policies.

Insurance Reimbursement Considerations
Insurance companies may have differing policies regarding coverage and reimbursement
rates for rapid flu testing. Providers should verify coverage details and ensure that
documentation supports medical necessity to avoid claim denials.

Importance of Accurate Documentation
Proper documentation is critical when reporting the CPT code for quick flu test. It supports
the medical necessity of testing and ensures compliance with billing regulations. Accurate
records also facilitate audits and reduce the risk of payment disputes.

Key Documentation Elements

Patient’s clinical symptoms indicating flu suspicion

Type of test performed (immunoassay, molecular, etc.)

Test results with date and time of testing

Specimen source (nasal swab, throat swab, etc.)

Provider performing or supervising the test



Documentation Best Practices
Healthcare providers should maintain up-to-date protocols for influenza testing and ensure
that all relevant details are captured in the medical record. Electronic health records (EHR)
systems can facilitate accurate and consistent documentation.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Coding Flu
Tests
Several challenges may arise when coding for quick flu tests, including confusion over test
types, improper code selection, and payer-specific requirements. Addressing these
challenges is critical for efficient practice management.

Challenge: Differentiating Test Types
Providers may struggle to distinguish between immunoassay and molecular tests, leading
to incorrect CPT code usage. Education and clear communication with laboratory personnel
can help clarify the test methodology.

Challenge: Payer Policy Variability
Diverse insurance policies may require different documentation or coding approaches.
Staying informed about payer guidelines and utilizing coding resources can mitigate this
issue.

Challenge: Incomplete Documentation
Lack of thorough documentation can result in claim denials or audits. Implementing
standardized documentation templates and regular staff training can improve record
quality.

Solutions and Best Practices

Regular training on CPT coding updates and influenza testing protocols1.

Collaboration between clinical and billing teams for accurate test identification2.

Use of comprehensive documentation checklists to ensure all required information is3.
recorded

Periodic audits of coding and billing practices to identify and correct errors4.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the CPT code for a quick flu test?
The CPT code for a rapid influenza diagnostic test (RIDT) is 87804.

Does CPT code 87804 cover both influenza A and B
testing?
Yes, CPT code 87804 is used for rapid immunoassay influenza A and B diagnostic tests.

Is a quick flu test with CPT code 87804 considered a
point-of-care test?
Yes, CPT code 87804 typically refers to point-of-care rapid influenza diagnostic testing
performed in a clinical setting.

Can CPT code 87804 be used for flu tests done with
nasal swabs?
Yes, CPT code 87804 applies to rapid influenza tests regardless of specimen type, including
nasal swabs.

Are there any additional CPT codes needed when billing
for a quick flu test with 87804?
Generally, CPT code 87804 alone covers the rapid flu test; however, additional codes may
be required if other tests or services are performed.

How does CPT code 87804 differ from molecular flu test
codes?
CPT code 87804 is for rapid antigen detection tests, which are less sensitive than molecular
tests coded under CPT 87631 or 87502, used for nucleic acid amplification testing (NAAT)
for influenza.

Additional Resources
1. CPT Coding Essentials for Rapid Influenza Diagnostic Tests
This book provides a comprehensive guide to the CPT codes associated with rapid flu
testing procedures. It explains the correct coding practices for various quick influenza
diagnostic tests, ensuring accurate billing and compliance. Medical coders and billing
professionals will find detailed examples and updates in coding standards to optimize
reimbursement.



2. Understanding CPT Codes for Infectious Disease Testing
Focusing on CPT codes related to infectious disease diagnostics, this book delves into the
specifics of coding for rapid flu tests among other viral assays. It highlights the nuances in
selecting the appropriate CPT codes to reflect test complexity and method. The book
includes case studies and tips for avoiding common coding mistakes.

3. Medical Billing and Coding for Rapid Influenza Testing
This resource is tailored for medical coders working with flu testing services, including quick
flu tests. It covers billing guidelines, payer policies, and documentation requirements
necessary for accurate claim submission. Readers will gain insights into handling denials
and appeals related to rapid influenza test coding.

4. Diagnostic Coding Handbook: Focus on Respiratory Illnesses
This handbook emphasizes diagnostic and procedural coding for respiratory conditions, with
a detailed section on rapid flu testing. It offers clear explanations of CPT codes for flu tests
and their appropriate use in clinical settings. The book also addresses updates in coding
practices aligned with evolving flu test technologies.

5. Practical Guide to CPT Coding for Laboratory Tests
Ideal for laboratory professionals and coders, this guide covers CPT coding for a variety of
lab tests, including quick influenza detection assays. It simplifies complex coding rules and
provides step-by-step instructions for accurate coding and billing. The guide also discusses
the impact of rapid test coding on lab workflow and reimbursement.

6. Rapid Influenza Diagnostic Tests: Clinical and Coding Perspectives
Combining clinical insights with coding expertise, this book explores the use of rapid flu
tests and their corresponding CPT codes. It details test methodologies, indications, and
coding strategies to ensure proper documentation and claim processing. Healthcare
providers and coders will benefit from its integrated approach.

7. CPT Code Updates for Infectious Disease Testing: Annual Review
This annual publication includes the latest changes and additions to CPT codes related to
infectious disease testing, including quick flu tests. It provides context for code revisions
and guides users through proper implementation. The review supports coders in
maintaining current knowledge and compliance with coding standards.

8. Coding and Reimbursement for Point-of-Care Influenza Testing
Focusing on point-of-care settings, this book addresses the challenges of coding and
reimbursement for rapid influenza tests administered outside traditional laboratories. It
covers payer guidelines, documentation requirements, and strategies to maximize
reimbursement. The book is a valuable tool for clinicians and coding professionals alike.

9. Influenza Testing Procedures and CPT Coding Manual
This manual offers an in-depth look at influenza testing techniques along with the
appropriate CPT codes for each procedure, including quick flu tests. It serves as a practical
reference for healthcare providers to ensure correct test ordering and billing. The manual
also includes coding scenarios and compliance tips to reduce errors.
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