CPT CODE NEGATIVE PRESSURE WOUND THERAPY

CPT CODE NEGATIVE PRESSURE WOUND THERAPY PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE IN MEDICAL BILLING AND DOCUMENTATION FOR THE
SPECIALIZED TREATMENT OF CHRONIC AND ACUTE WOUNDS USING NEGATIVE PRESSURE DEVICES. THIS ARTICLE PROVIDES A
COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF THE CPT CODES ASSOCIATED WITH NEGATIVE PRESSURE WOUND THERAPY (NPW/T),
HIGHLIGHTING THEIR SIGNIFICANCE IN INSURANCE CLAIMS, CODING GUIDELINES, AND CLINICAL APPLICATIONS. UNDERSTANDING
THESE CODES IS VITAL FOR HEALTHCARE PROVIDERS, CODERS, AND BILLING PROFESSIONALS TO ENSURE ACCURATE
REIMBURSEMENT AND COMPLIANCE WITH REGULATORY STANDARDS. THE DISCUSSION INCLUDES THE SPECIFIC CPT CODES USED
FOR NP/ T, VARIATIONS IN CODING PRACTICES, AND COMMON CHALLENGES ENCOUNTERED DURING THE BILLING PROCESS.
ADDITIONALLY, INSIGHTS INTO DOCUMENTATION REQUIREMENTS AND TIPS FOR MAXIMIZING CORRECT CLAIMS SUBMISSION ARE
ADDRESSED TO AID PRACTITIONERS IN NAVIGATING THIS COMPLEX AREA. THE ARTICLE CONCLUDES BY EMPHASIZING THE
IMPORTANCE OF STAYING UPDATED WITH CODING CHANGES TO OPTIMIZE REVENUE CYCLES RELATED TO NPW T PROCEDURES.

o OVERVIEW OF NEGATIVE PRESSURE W OUND THERAPY

o UNDERSTANDING CPT CobES FOR NEGATIVE PRESSURE W OUND THERAPY

CobING GUIDELINES AND DOCUMENTATION REQUIREMENTS

COMMON BILLING CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS

BesT PracCTICES FOR ACCURATE CPT Cobe UsAGE

OVERVIEW OF NEGATIVE PRESSURE W OUND THERAPY

NEGATIVE PRESSURE WOUND THERAPY IS AN ADVANCED WOUND CARE TREATMENT THAT USES CONTROLLED SUCTION TO
PROMOTE HEALING IN ACUTE, CHRONIC, AND COMPLEX \WOUNDS. BY APPLYING SUB-ATMOSPHERIC PRESSURE TO THE WOUND BED,
NPW T FACILITATES THE REMOVAL OF EXUDATE, REDUCES EDEMA, AND ENHANCES BLOOD FLOW, THEREBY ACCELERATING TISSUE
REPAIR. THIS THERAPY IS COMMONLY USED FOR DIABETIC ULCERS, PRESSURE ULCERS, TRAUMATIC WOUNDS, AND POST~-
SURGICAL WOUNDS. DUE TO ITS SPECIALIZED NATURE, NP\ T REQUIRES PRECISE CODING TO REFLECT THE TYPE OF SERVICE
PROVIDED, DURATION OF THERAPY, AND SPECIFIC DEVICES USED. THE INTEGRATION OF CPT CODES FOR NEGATIVE PRESSURE
\WOUND THERAPY ENSURES ACCURATE COMMUNICATION BETWEEN HEALTHCARE PROVIDERS AND PAYERS REGARDING THE
TREATMENT RENDERED.

CuLiNicAL APPLICATIONS oF NPWT

NP\/T IS WIDELY UTILIZED IN VARIOUS CLINICAL SCENARIOS, PARTICULARLY WHERE TRADITIONAL WOUND CARE METHODS
HAVE FAILED OR ARE INSUFFICIENT. |T IS EFFECTIVE IN MANAGING WOUNDS WITH SIGNIFICANT EXUDATE, PROMOTING
GRANULATION TISSUE FORMATION, AND PREPARING WOUNDS FOR CLOSURE OR GRAFTING. THE THERAPY IS ADAPTABLE TO
OUTPATIENT, INPATIENT, AND HOME CARE SETTINGS, MAKING IT VERSATILE FOR DIFFERENT PATIENT NEEDS. (UNDERST ANDING THESE
APPLICATIONS SUPPORTS APPROPRIATE CODING AND BILLING PRACTICES.

UNDERSTANDING CPT CobDES FOR NEGATIVE PRESSURE W OUND THERAPY

CPT CODES FOR NEGATIVE PRESSURE WOUND THERAPY ARE DESIGNED TO CATEGORIZE AND DESCRIBE THE SERVICES PROVIDED
DURING THE TREATMENT PROCESS. THESE CODES ARE ESSENTIAL FOR INSURANCE REIMBURSEMENT AND MUST ACCURATELY
REPRESENT THE PROCEDURES PERFORMED. THE PRIMARY CPT copes usep For NPW T incLupe 97607, 97608, ano 97605,
EACH REFLECTING SPECIFIC ASPECTS OF THE THERAPY.



Key CPT Cobes For NPWT

e 97607: THIS CODE IS USED FOR THE APPLICATION OF NEGATIVE PRESSURE WOUND THERAPY USING A DEVICE THAT
DELIVERS CONTROLLED SUCTION TO THE WOUND SITE. |T COVERS THE INITIAL SETUP AND APPLICATION OF THE NPW/ T
SYSTEM.

e 97608: THIS CODE PERTAINS TO THE MANAGEMENT AND REPLACEMENT OF NP\ T DRESSINGS, INCLUDING THE REMOV AL
OF OLD DRESSINGS AND REAPPLICATION OF NEW ONES, TYPICALLY PERFORMED DURING FOLLOW-UP VISITS.

e 97605: WHILE NOT EXCLUSIVE TO NP\ T, THIS CODE IS USED FOR THE TREATMENT OF OPEN WOUNDS, MAKING IT

RELEVANT WHEN NPW/ T IS PART OF A BROADER WOUND CARE REGIMEN.

EacH CPT CODE REFLECTS DIFFERENT STAGES OR COMPONENTS OF NPW/ T, MAKING IT IMPERATIVE TO SELECT THE CORRECT
CODE BASED ON THE SERVICE PROVIDED DURING THE PATIENT ENCOUNTER.

CobING GUIDELINES AND DOCUMENTATION REQUIREMENTS

ACCURATE CODING FOR NEGATIVE PRESSURE WOUND THERAPY RELIES HEAVILY ON COMPREHENSIVE AND PRECISE
DOCUMENTATION. THE DOCUMENTATION MUST INCLUDE DETAILS ABOUT THE WOUND SIZE, TYPE, LOCATION, AND THE SPECIFIC
NP\ T TECHNIQUES UTILIZED. PROPER RECORDING ENSURES COMPLIANCE WITH PAYER POLICIES AND SUPPORTS THE MEDICAL
NECESSITY OF THE THERAPY.

EsseNTIAL DOCUMENTATION ELEMENTS

To JusTIFY THE USE oF CPT cobes FOR NP/ T, HEALTHCARE PROVIDERS SHOULD DOCUMENT THE FOLLOWING:

e \¥ounp DESCRIPTION, INCLUDING SIZE (LENGTH, WIDTH, DEPTH) AND CONDITION

Tyre of NPW/ T DEVICE APPLIED

e DATE AND TIME OF THERAPY APPLICATION OR DRESSING CHANGE
e DURATION oF NP/ T SESSIONS

o CLINICAL RATIONALE FOR NP\W T uUsE

® PATIENT RESPONSE AND WOUND PROGRESS

FAILURE TO CAPTURE THESE ELEMENTS CAN RESULT IN CLAIM DENIALS OR AUDITS, UNDERSCORING THE IMPORTANCE OF
THOROUGH RECORD-KEEPING ALIGNED WITH CPT CODING STANDARDS.

CoMMON BILLING CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS

BILLING FOR NEGATIVE PRESSURE WOUND THERAPY CAN POSE SEVERAL CHALLENGES DUE TO THE COMPLEXITY OF THE
TREATMENT AND PAYER-SPECIFIC RULES. SOME COMMON ISSUES INCLUDE INCORRECT CODE SELECTION, INADEQUATE
DOCUMENTATION, AND MISUNDERSTANDING OF SERVICE UNITS OR FREQUENCY LIMITATIONS.



TypicaL CHALLENGES IN NPT CobING

e |NcorrecT CPT Cobe UsAGE: USING CODES THAT DO NOT MATCH THE SERVICE PROVIDED, SUCH AS BILLING FOR
INITIAL APPLICATION WHEN ONLY DRESSING CHANGES WERE PERFORMED.

® INSUFFICIENT DOCUMENTATION: LACK OF DETAILED WOUND ASSESSMENT OR NPW/ T DEVICE INFORMATION CAN LEAD TO
CLAIM REJECTIONS.

* FREQUENCY AND DURATION ERRORS: OVERBILLING BY REPORTING MULTIPLE UNITS OF SERVICE WITHOUT PROPER
JUSTIFICATION.

® PAYER PoLicY VARIABILITY: DIFFERENCES IN INSURANCE COVERAGE CRITERIA FOR NPW/ T SERVICES MAY CAUSE

CONFUSION IN CODING AND BILLING.

ADDRESSING THESE CHALLENGES REQUIRES ONGOING EDUCATION, ADHERENCE TO CODING GUIDELINES, AND PROACTIVE
COMMUNICATION WITH PAYERS TO CLARIFY COVERAGE POLICIES.

BesT PrACTICES FOR ACCURATE CPT Cobe UsAGE

IMPLEMENTING BEST PRACTICES IN CODING AND DOCUMENTATION FOR NEGATIVE PRESSURE WOUND THERAPY HELPS OPTIMIZE
REIMBURSEMENT AND REDUCE AUDIT RISK. CONSISTENCY IN APPLYING CPT CODES AND MAINTAINING UP-TO-DATE KNOWLEDGE OF
CODING CHANGES ARE CRUCIAL COMPONENTS.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR HEALTHCARE PrROVIDERS AND CODERS

1. STAY INFORMED ABOUT ANNUAL CPT CODE UPDATES AND PAYER-SPECIFIC NP\W T CODING REQUIREMENTS.

2. ENSURE DETAILED AND PRECISE DOCUMENTATION SUPPORTING THE USE oF NP\W/ T cobes.

3. VERIFY THAT THE CPT CODE SELECTED ALIGNS WITH THE SPECIFIC NP/ T SERVICE PROVIDED DURING THE ENCOUNTER.
4. \USE MODIFIERS APPROPRIATELY WHEN BILLING MULTIPLE SERVICES OR UNUSUAL CIRCUMSTANCES.

5. ENGAGE IN REGULAR TRAINING AND CODING AUDITS TO IDENTIFY AND CORRECT POTENTIAL ERRORS.

FOLLOWING THESE GUIDELINES ENHANCES CODING ACCURACY, FACILITATES TIMELY REIMBURSEMENT, AND SUPPORTS COMPLIANCE
WITH HEALTHCARE REGULATIONS RELATED TO NEGATIVE PRESSURE WOUND THERAPY.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS CPT cobe FOr NEGATIVE PRESSURE W oUND THERAPY (NPW/T)?

THe MOST coMMONLY USED CPT copes FOrR NEGATIVE PRESSURE W oUND THERAPY ARE 97605 anp 97606, WHERE
97605 1s FOrR NPW/ T APPLICATION TO AN OPEN WOUND LESS THAN OR EQUAL TO 50 SQUARE CENTIMETERS, AND 97606 IS
FOR WOUNDS GREATER THAN 50 SQUARE CENTIMETERS.

\WHEN sHouLd CPT cope 97605 Be usedp FOrR NPWT?

CPT cope 97605 sHOULD BE USED WHEN NEGATIVE PRESSURE WOUND THERAPY IS APPLIED TO A WOUND THAT IS LESS THAN



OR EQUAL To 50 SQUARE CENTIMETERS IN SIZE.

How I1s CPT cope 97606 DIFFERENT FROM 97605 IN NPW T BILLING?

CPT cobe 97606 1S USED FOR NEGATIVE PRESSURE WOUND THERAPY APPLIED TO WOUNDS LARGER THAN 50 SQUARE
CENTIMETERS, WHEREAS 97605 Is FOR WoUNDS 50 SQUARE CENTIMETERS OR SMALLER.

CANNPWT CPT copes 97605 AnD 97606 BE BILLED MULTIPLE TIMES ON THE
SAME DAY?

GENErALLY, CPT copes 97605 anp 97606 ARE BILLED ONCE PER DAY PER WOUND. MULTIPLE TREATMENTS ON THE SAME
DAY MAY NOT BE SEPARATELY BILLABLE UNLESS THEY ARE FOR DISTINCT WOUNDS.

Is THERE A SPECIFIC CPT cobe FOR NP\W/ T WITH INSTILLATION?

Yes, CPT cope 97607 (For wounps <50 sQ cM) AND 97608 (For wounds >50 SQ CM) COVER NEGATIVE PRESSURE
WOUND THERAPY WITH INSTILLATION AND DWELL TIME.

\WHAT DOCUMENTATION IS REQUIRED TO SUPPORT BILLING OF NP\WT CPT copes?

DOCUMENTATION MUST INCLUDE WOUND SIZE, DESCRIPTION, THERAPY SETTINGS, FREQUENCY OF DRESSING CHANGES, CLINICAL
INDICATIONS, AND PATIENT RESPONSE TO THERAPY TO JUSTIFY USE OF NPW/ T CPT copes 97605 or 97606.

ARE THERE ANY RECENT UPDATES TO CPT CODING FOR NEGATIVE PRESSURE W OUND
THERAPY?

As oF 2024, CPT copes 97605 anp 97606 REMAIN THE STANDARD FOR NPW/ T WITHOUT INSTILLATION, AND 97607
AND 97608 For NPW T WITH INSTILLATION. PROVIDERS SHOULD ALWAYS CHECK THE LATEST CPT MANUAL OR PAYER
GUIDELINES FOR UPDATES.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. NEGATIVE PRESSURE WOUND THERAPY: PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE

THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE EXPLORES THE FUNDAMENTALS OF NEGATIVE PRESSURE WOUND THERAPY (NP\W/T), DETAILING ITS
MECHANISMS AND CLINICAL APPLICATIONS. |T COVERS PATIENT SELECTION, DEVICE TYPES, AND DRESSING TECHNIQUES, MAKING IT
AN ESSENTIAL RESOURCE FOR WOUND CARE SPECIALISTS. THE BOOK ALSO DISCUSSES RECENT ADVANCEMENTS AND EVIDENCE-
BASED PROTOCOLS TO OPTIMIZE TREATMENT OUTCOMES.

2. ADVANCED TECHNIQUES IN NEGATIVE PRESSURE WOUND THERAPY

FOCUSING ON CUTTING-EDGE NP/ T METHODS, THIS BOOK PROVIDES IN-DEPTH ANALYSIS OF COMPLEX WOUND MANAGEMENT
CASES. IT INCLUDES CHAPTERS ON COMBINING NP\W T WITH OTHER THERAPIES, MANAGING CHALLENGING WOUNDS, AND
TROUBLESHOOTING COMMON COMPLICATIONS. W/RITTEN BY LEADING CLINICIANS, IT OFFERS PRACTICAL INSIGHTS FOR ENHANCING
THE EFFICACY OF NPW/ T IN DIVERSE PATIENT POPULATIONS.

3. CLINICAL APPLICATIONS OF NEGATIVE PRESSURE WOUND THERAPY IN SURGERY

THIS TITLE BRIDGES THE GAP BETWEEN SURGICAL PRACTICE AND WOUND MANAGEMENT BY HIGHLIGHTING THE ROLE oF NPW/ T IN
POST-OPERATIVE CARE. |T FEATURES CASE STUDIES DEMONSTRATING THE THERAPY'S EFFECTIVENESS IN REDUCING INFECTION
RATES AND PROMOTING FASTER HEALING. SURGEONS AND WOUND CARE NURSES WILL FIND VALUABLE PROTOCOLS AND
GUIDELINES TAILORED TO SURGICAL WOUNDS.

4. NEGATIVE PreSSURE WoUND THERAPY CODING AND BILLING GUIDE

A SPECIALIZED RESOURCE FOR HEALTHCARE PROVIDERS, THIS BOOK CLARIFIES THE INTRICACIES OF CPT CODING RELATED TO
NP/ T PROCEDURES. IT EXPLAINS DOCUMENTATION REQUIREMENTS, REIMBURSEMENT POLICIES, AND COMMON CODING ERRORS TO
AVOID. IDEAL FOR MEDICAL CODERS AND BILLING PROFESSIONALS, IT STREAMLINES THE ADMINISTRATIVE ASPECTS OF NP/ T



TREATMENT.

5. Wounp CARE ESSENTIALS: NEGATIVE PRESSURE THERAPY EDITION

DESIGNED FOR CLINICIANS NEW TO WOUND MANAGEMENT, THIS BOOK OFFERS A CLEAR INTRODUCTION TO NPW/ T PRINCIPLES AND
PRACTICES. |T INCLUDES STEP-BY-STEP INSTRUCTIONS, PATIENT EDUCATION TIPS, AND SAFETY CONSIDERATIONS. THE USER-
FRIENDLY FORMAT SUPPORTS EFFECTIVE INTEGRATION OF NPW/ T INTO EVERYDAY CLINICAL WORKFLOWS.

6. INNOVATIONS IN NEGATIVE PRESSURE WoUND THERAPY DEVICES

EXPLORING THE LATEST TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENTS, THIS BOOK REVIEWS NEW NPW/ T DEVICES AND THEIR CLINICAL
IMPLICATIONS. TOPICS INCLUDE PORTABLE SYSTEMS, SMART SENSORS, AND CUSTOMIZABLE DRESSINGS THAT ENHANCE PATIENT
COMFORT AND TREATMENT EFFICIENCY. RESEARCHERS AND PRACTITIONERS WILL APPRECIATE THE FORW ARD-LOOKING
PERSPECTIVE ON NP\ T TECHNOLOGY.

7. EVIDENCE-BASED PROTOCOLS FOR NEGATIVE PRESSURE WOUND THERAPY

THIS BOOK SYNTHESIZES CURRENT RESEARCH TO PRESENT VALIDATED TREATMENT PROTOCOLS FOR VARIOUS WOUND TYPES
USING NP/ T. IT EMPHASIZES OUTCOME MEASUREMENTS, PATIENT SELECTION CRITERIA, AND THERAPY DURATION BASED ON
SCIENTIFIC STUDIES. HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS WILL FIND IT A VALUABLE TOOL FOR DELIVERING STANDARDIZED, EFFECTIVE
CARE.

8. MANAGING CompLEX WOUNDS WITH NEGATIVE PRESSURE THERAPY

ADDRESSING CHALLENGING WOUND CASES, THIS TITLE FOCUSES ON NP\X/T STRATEGIES FOR DIABETIC ULCERS, PRESSURE SORES,
AND TRAUMATIC WOUNDS. |T DISCUSSES MULTIDISCIPLINARY APPROACHES AND THE INTEGRATION OF NPW T WITH OTHER
WOUND CARE MODALITIES. THE BOOK IS A PRACTICAL GUIDE FOR CLINICIANS DEALING WITH DIFFICULT-TO-HEAL WOUNDS.

Q. PATIENT PERSPECTIVES AND QUALITY OF LIFE IN NEGATIVE PRESSURE WOUND THERAPY

THIS UNIQUE BOOK HIGHLIGHTS THE PATIENT EXPERIENCE DURING NP/ T TREATMENT, INCLUDING PAIN MANAGEMENT, MOBILITY,
AND PSYCHOLOGICAL IMPACT. |T COMBINES CLINICAL INSIGHTS WITH PATIENT TESTIMONIALS TO PROVIDE A HOLISTIC VIEW OF
THERAPY OUTCOMES. HEALTHCARE PROVIDERS CAN USE THIS RESOURCE TO IMPROVE PATIENT-CENTERED CARE PRACTICES.
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