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craftsman 20 46cc chainsaw manual is an essential resource for anyone owning
or operating the Craftsman 20-inch 46cc chainsaw. This manual provides
comprehensive guidance on assembly, operation, maintenance, troubleshooting,
and safety precautions for this powerful and reliable tool. Understanding the
contents of this manual ensures optimal performance, longevity, and safe use
of the chainsaw. Whether you are a professional landscaper or a homeowner
tackling woodworking projects, the detailed instructions and tips within the
manual are invaluable. This article will explore the key aspects covered in
the Craftsman 20 46cc chainsaw manual, including specifications, usage
instructions, maintenance routines, and safety guidelines. The information
aims to assist users in maximizing the efficiency and durability of their
chainsaw. Below is an overview of the main topics covered in this guide.

Overview of the Craftsman 20 46cc Chainsaw

Operating Instructions

Maintenance and Care

Troubleshooting Common Issues

Safety Precautions and Best Practices

Overview of the Craftsman 20 46cc Chainsaw
The Craftsman 20 46cc chainsaw is a gas-powered cutting tool designed for
heavy-duty tasks such as cutting firewood, pruning, and storm cleanup.
Featuring a 20-inch bar and a 46cc two-stroke engine, this chainsaw balances
power and maneuverability. The chainsaw is engineered to deliver efficient
cutting performance while maintaining user comfort and safety. Understanding
the specifications and components of this model is critical for proper
operation and maintenance.

Specifications and Features
This model includes a 46cc engine displacement, which provides ample power
for mid to heavy-duty applications. The 20-inch guide bar allows for longer
cuts and greater reach. Key features include an automatic oiler system, anti-
vibration technology to reduce user fatigue, and a tool-less chain tensioning
mechanism for ease of adjustments. The fuel tank capacity supports extended
use, and the chainsaw is compatible with standard 3/8-inch pitch chains.



Parts and Components
The Craftsman 20 46cc chainsaw manual details all essential parts, including
the engine, guide bar, chain, chain brake, throttle trigger, choke, fuel and
oil caps, air filter, and starter assembly. Each component plays a vital role
in the chainsaw's function and requires periodic inspection and care.
Familiarity with these parts is necessary for troubleshooting and
maintenance.

Operating Instructions
Correct operation of the Craftsman 20 46cc chainsaw ensures both safety and
efficiency. The manual provides step-by-step instructions for starting,
running, and stopping the chainsaw, emphasizing proper handling techniques.
Following these guidelines helps prevent damage to the tool and minimizes
risks during use.

Starting the Chainsaw
Before starting, ensure the fuel and oil tanks are filled with the
recommended mixtures. The starting procedure typically involves engaging the
chain brake, setting the choke to the appropriate position for a cold or warm
start, and pulling the starter rope firmly. The manual outlines the exact
steps to initiate the engine safely and efficiently, including priming the
carburetor if necessary.

Operating the Chainsaw
While operating, maintain a firm grip with both hands on the handles. Keep
the chainsaw close to the body for balance and control. The throttle trigger
controls the chain speed, and the chain brake should be engaged when moving
between cuts or in emergencies. The manual advises on cutting techniques such
as limbing, bucking, and felling to optimize performance and safety.

Shutting Down the Chainsaw
To turn off the chainsaw, release the throttle trigger and engage the chain
brake. Then, move the on/off switch to the off position. Allow the engine to
cool before performing maintenance or storing the tool. Proper shutdown
procedures prevent engine damage and enhance safety.

Maintenance and Care
Regular maintenance is crucial to the longevity and performance of the



Craftsman 20 46cc chainsaw. The manual provides detailed schedules and
instructions for routine care, including cleaning, lubrication, and part
replacement. Adhering to these guidelines helps avoid costly repairs and
ensures the chainsaw operates at peak efficiency.

Cleaning and Lubrication
After each use, clean the chainsaw thoroughly to remove sawdust, sap, and
debris. This includes wiping down the body, clearing the air filter, and
cleaning the guide bar and chain area. The chain should be lubricated
regularly using bar and chain oil to reduce friction and wear. The automatic
oiler system should be checked to confirm proper operation.

Chain Maintenance
Proper chain care involves sharpening the chain regularly using a round file
sized for the chain pitch. The manual explains how to maintain correct chain
tension using the tool-less tensioner to prevent chain slippage or
derailment. Inspect the chain for damage or excessive wear and replace it as
needed to maintain cutting efficiency and safety.

Engine Maintenance
The air filter must be inspected and cleaned or replaced periodically to
ensure optimal airflow and engine performance. Spark plug inspection and
replacement are also recommended as outlined in the manual. Fuel mixture
ratios and quality should be maintained according to manufacturer
specifications to prevent engine issues.

Troubleshooting Common Issues
Despite proper care, users may encounter problems while using the Craftsman
20 46cc chainsaw. The manual includes a troubleshooting section that helps
identify and resolve common issues efficiently. Addressing these problems
promptly reduces downtime and extends the life of the chainsaw.

Starting Problems
If the chainsaw fails to start, possible causes include stale fuel, clogged
carburetor, or faulty spark plug. The manual guides users through inspection
steps and corrective actions such as cleaning the carburetor, replacing the
spark plug, or refueling with fresh gasoline mixed at the correct ratio.



Poor Cutting Performance
When the chainsaw cuts poorly, the chain may be dull, loose, or improperly
lubricated. Ensuring the chain is sharp and tensioned correctly, and that the
oil reservoir is full, often resolves cutting issues. The manual provides
detailed instructions for addressing these factors.

Excessive Vibration or Noise
Unusual vibration or noise can indicate loose parts, worn components, or
imbalance in the chain. The manual recommends checking all fasteners for
tightness, inspecting the chain and bar for damage, and replacing worn parts
as necessary to restore smooth operation.

Safety Precautions and Best Practices
Safety is paramount when operating the Craftsman 20 46cc chainsaw. The manual
emphasizes essential precautions and best practices to prevent accidents and
injuries. Users must adhere to these guidelines to ensure safe operation at
all times.

Personal Protective Equipment
Operators should wear appropriate safety gear including chainsaw chaps, eye
protection, hearing protection, gloves, and sturdy footwear. The manual
stresses the importance of using this equipment to reduce the risk of injury
during operation.

Safe Handling Techniques
Maintain a balanced stance and a firm grip on the chainsaw. Never operate the
chainsaw above shoulder height or when fatigued. Avoid cutting with the tip
of the chainsaw to prevent kickback. The manual provides detailed
instructions on proper cutting techniques and body positioning to enhance
control and safety.

Environmental Awareness
Clear the work area of obstacles and ensure bystanders are at a safe
distance. Be aware of potential hazards such as unstable trees or branches
and uneven terrain. The manual advises planning cuts carefully and assessing
conditions before starting work to avoid accidents.



Emergency Procedures
The chainsaw manual outlines steps to take in case of an emergency, such as
sudden kickback or injury. Immediate shutdown and seeking medical attention
are prioritized. Knowing these procedures equips users to respond effectively
to unforeseen incidents.

Regularly review the manual to stay informed on updates and safety tips.

Store the chainsaw in a dry, secure place away from children.

Use only manufacturer-recommended replacement parts and accessories.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the Craftsman 20 46cc chainsaw
manual online?
You can find the Craftsman 20 46cc chainsaw manual on the official Craftsman
website under the support or manuals section, or on third-party websites that
offer user manuals and guides for power tools.

How do I perform basic maintenance on my Craftsman
20 46cc chainsaw?
Basic maintenance includes regularly cleaning the air filter, checking and
sharpening the chain, lubricating the bar and chain, inspecting the spark
plug, and ensuring the fuel mixture is correct. Refer to the manual for
detailed instructions and safety precautions.

What is the correct fuel mixture ratio for the
Craftsman 20 46cc chainsaw?
The correct fuel mixture for the Craftsman 20 46cc chainsaw is typically a
40:1 or 50:1 ratio of gasoline to 2-stroke engine oil. Check the specific
manual for the recommended ratio to ensure optimal engine performance.

How do I troubleshoot if my Craftsman 20 46cc
chainsaw won't start?
If your chainsaw won't start, check the fuel level and mixture, inspect the
spark plug for fouling or damage, ensure the air filter is clean, and confirm
the on/off switch and choke are in the correct positions. Refer to the manual



troubleshooting section for detailed steps.

How do I adjust the chain tension on the Craftsman
20 46cc chainsaw?
To adjust the chain tension, loosen the bar nuts slightly, turn the
tensioning screw until the chain fits snugly against the bar but can still be
pulled by hand, then retighten the bar nuts. Always refer to the manual for
precise instructions and safety guidelines.

Additional Resources
1. Craftsman 20 46cc Chainsaw Manual: Complete User Guide
This manual offers a detailed overview of the Craftsman 20 46cc chainsaw,
including step-by-step instructions for assembly, operation, and maintenance.
It covers essential safety tips and troubleshooting advice to ensure the
chainsaw performs optimally. Ideal for both beginners and experienced users,
this guide helps extend the lifespan of your tool.

2. The Ultimate Chainsaw Maintenance Handbook
Focused on chainsaw care, this book provides comprehensive instructions on
sharpening chains, cleaning air filters, and performing routine maintenance
tasks. It includes specific sections on various models, including the
Craftsman 20 46cc, making it a valuable resource for DIY enthusiasts and
professionals alike. Clear diagrams and tips help prevent common issues.

3. Small Engine Repair for Craftsman Chainsaws
This practical guide dives into the mechanics of small engines used in
Craftsman chainsaws, with a focus on the 20 46cc model. It explains how to
diagnose engine problems, perform tune-ups, and replace worn parts. The book
is written in accessible language, making it suitable for hobbyists wanting
to save on repair costs.

4. Chainsaw Safety and Best Practices
Dedicated to safe chainsaw operation, this book emphasizes the importance of
protective gear, correct handling techniques, and emergency procedures. It
includes a section tailored to the Craftsman 20 46cc chainsaw, highlighting
model-specific safety considerations. Readers will find useful advice for
both home use and professional logging.

5. DIY Chainsaw Repairs: A Step-by-Step Guide
This guidebook walks readers through common repairs for Craftsman chainsaws,
including the 20 46cc model. It covers everything from fixing chain issues to
carburetor adjustments, with clear photos and instructions. Perfect for those
who want to tackle repairs without professional help.

6. Understanding Chainsaw Components and Functionality
Explore the inner workings of chainsaws with this technical yet easy-to-
understand book. It breaks down parts such as the engine, chain, sprocket,



and safety features, using the Craftsman 20 46cc as a primary example.
Readers gain valuable insight into how each component affects performance.

7. Optimizing Chainsaw Performance: Tips and Tricks
Learn how to get the most out of your Craftsman 20 46cc chainsaw with expert
advice on tuning, fuel mixtures, and cutting techniques. This book provides
practical strategies to improve efficiency and prolong tool life. It’s an
excellent resource for both casual users and professionals aiming for peak
performance.

8. Winterizing and Seasonal Care for Chainsaws
This book focuses on preparing chainsaws for long-term storage during off-
seasons, particularly for models like the Craftsman 20 46cc. It includes
guidance on cleaning, fuel stabilization, and protecting components from rust
and damage. Following these steps helps ensure your chainsaw is ready for use
year-round.

9. Chainsaw Buying Guide: Choosing the Right Model for You
While not exclusively about the Craftsman 20 46cc, this guide helps readers
understand what to look for when selecting a chainsaw. It compares features,
engine sizes, and brand reputations, including detailed reviews of Craftsman
models. The book aids buyers in making informed decisions based on their
needs and budgets.
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