
craftsman model 917 owner's manual

craftsman model 917 owner's manual is an essential resource for anyone who owns or operates this popular
lawn tractor. This manual provides detailed instructions on assembly, operation, maintenance,
troubleshooting, and safety guidelines. Understanding the contents of the manual ensures that users can
maximize the efficiency and lifespan of their Craftsman Model 917 while maintaining optimal safety
standards. Whether you are a beginner or an experienced user, the owner's manual is designed to offer
clear, step-by-step guidance on various functions and features of the equipment. In this article, the focus
will be on exploring the key sections of the Craftsman Model 917 owner's manual, highlighting important
maintenance tips, safety precautions, and troubleshooting advice. This comprehensive overview will also
include information about parts identification and operation instructions to help users get the most out of
their lawn tractor. The following table of contents outlines the main topics covered in this article.
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Overview of the Craftsman Model 917
The Craftsman Model 917 is a versatile and reliable lawn tractor designed for residential lawn care. Known
for its durable construction and efficient performance, it is equipped with a powerful engine and user-
friendly controls. The owner's manual provides a comprehensive overview of the tractor’s specifications,
features, and capabilities to help users understand their equipment better.

Key Features
The owner's manual details features such as the engine type, cutting widths, transmission options, and



attachments compatibility. This model typically includes a robust engine, adjustable cutting heights, and
comfortable seating for prolonged use. Understanding these features is crucial for proper operation and
maintenance.

Specifications
This section of the manual lists technical data including engine displacement, fuel capacity, oil type, tire
size, and electrical system details. Accurate knowledge of these specifications ensures correct maintenance
and parts replacement.

Safety Information and Precautions
Safety is a paramount concern emphasized throughout the craftsman model 917 owner's manual. Users are
provided with comprehensive safety guidelines to prevent accidents and injuries during operation and
maintenance.

General Safety Guidelines
The manual advises wearing appropriate protective gear such as gloves, eye protection, and sturdy
footwear. It also highlights the importance of operating the tractor only in suitable weather conditions and
clear terrain.

Operational Safety Tips
Instructions include keeping bystanders, especially children and pets, away from the work area. The
manual also warns against operating the mower on steep slopes and advises on proper handling of fuel and
battery components.

Maintenance Safety
Before performing any maintenance or repairs, the manual stresses disconnecting the spark plug to prevent
accidental starting. It also advises on safe disposal of oil, fuel, and other hazardous materials.

Assembly and Setup Instructions
The craftsman model 917 owner's manual provides detailed assembly instructions for users who purchase
the tractor in a partially assembled state. This section ensures that the lawn tractor is correctly and safely



prepared for first use.

Unpacking and Inspection
Upon receipt, the manual recommends inspecting all parts for damage and verifying that all components
are included. This initial step helps avoid issues during assembly and operation.

Assembly Steps
Step-by-step guidance is provided for attaching parts such as the steering wheel, seat, mower deck, and
battery. Each step includes illustrations and torque specifications for fasteners when applicable.

Initial Setup and Adjustments
Users are instructed on setting tire pressure, adjusting cutting heights, and checking fluid levels before
starting the engine. Proper setup is critical for optimal performance and safety.

Operation Guidelines
Operating the Craftsman Model 917 efficiently requires understanding the controls and recommended
procedures outlined in the owner’s manual. This section covers starting, driving, mowing, and shutting
down the tractor.

Starting the Engine
The manual explains the process of starting the engine, including safety checks such as ensuring the
parking brake is engaged and the mower deck is disengaged. It also covers choke and throttle adjustments
for cold starts.

Driving and Maneuvering
Instructions on gear shifting, steering, and speed control help users operate the tractor smoothly across
different terrains. The manual warns against sharp turns at high speeds to prevent tipping.



Mowing Techniques
Users are guided on selecting appropriate cutting heights, overlapping mowing paths, and mowing in
different grass conditions to achieve an even cut. The manual also recommends regular blade maintenance
for best results.

Shutting Down the Tractor
Proper shutdown procedures include disengaging the mower deck, lowering attachments, turning off the
engine, and removing the key. This ensures the tractor is safely powered down and ready for storage or
maintenance.

Maintenance and Care
Regular maintenance is vital for the longevity and performance of the Craftsman Model 917. The owner's
manual provides a schedule and instructions for routine care tasks.

Engine Maintenance
Recommendations include periodic oil changes, air filter replacement, spark plug inspection, and fuel
system cleaning. The manual specifies the types of oils and replacement parts suitable for this model.

Mower Deck Maintenance
Cleaning the mower deck after use prevents grass buildup and corrosion. Sharpening or replacing blades is
also detailed to maintain cutting efficiency.

Battery and Electrical System Care
The manual advises checking battery terminals for corrosion, ensuring the battery is charged, and
inspecting wiring for damage. Proper electrical maintenance prevents starting issues and prolongs
component life.

Seasonal Maintenance
Instructions for winterizing the tractor include draining fuel, cleaning the equipment, and storing it in a
dry place. Seasonal care reduces damage caused by harsh weather conditions.



Troubleshooting Common Issues
The craftsman model 917 owner's manual includes a troubleshooting section to assist users in diagnosing and
fixing frequent problems without professional help.

Engine Won’t Start
Possible causes include a dead battery, dirty spark plug, or clogged fuel lines. The manual provides step-by-
step checks and solutions to resolve these issues.

Uneven Cutting
Causes such as dull blades, incorrect cutting height, or uneven tire pressure are addressed with corrective
actions to restore optimal mowing performance.

Transmission Problems
If the tractor experiences difficulty shifting or moving, the manual suggests inspecting transmission fluid
levels and linkage adjustments as first steps.

Other Common Issues

Excessive vibration during operation

Unusual noises from the engine or deck

Electrical failures such as non-working lights or ignition problems

Parts Identification and Replacement
The owner’s manual contains detailed diagrams and part numbers for all components of the Craftsman
Model 917. This information is crucial for ordering genuine replacement parts and performing repairs.



Identifying Key Components
Visual aids help users locate and identify parts such as belts, blades, filters, and electrical components.
Accurate identification assists in troubleshooting and maintenance tasks.

Ordering Replacement Parts
The manual provides part numbers and specifications to ensure compatibility. Using original parts
maintains the integrity and performance of the tractor.

Installation Guidelines
Instructions for replacing parts include safety precautions, necessary tools, and detailed steps to complete the
installation properly. Following these guidelines prevents damage and ensures reliable operation.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the Craftsman Model 917 owner's manual online?
You can find the Craftsman Model 917 owner's manual on the official Sears website or through various
manual archive websites by searching for 'Craftsman Model 917 owner's manual PDF.'

What information is included in the Craftsman Model 917 owner's
manual?
The manual typically includes safety instructions, assembly guidance, operating procedures, maintenance
tips, troubleshooting advice, parts lists, and warranty information for the Craftsman Model 917.

How do I troubleshoot common issues with my Craftsman Model 917
using the owner's manual?
The owner's manual contains a troubleshooting section that helps identify common problems such as
starting issues, blade problems, or engine performance, and provides step-by-step solutions to fix them.

Is there a digital version of the Craftsman Model 917 owner's manual
available?
Yes, a digital PDF version of the Craftsman Model 917 owner's manual is available online for free download



from official and third-party websites.

Can the Craftsman Model 917 owner's manual help with parts
replacement?
Yes, the manual includes detailed parts diagrams and lists that can help you identify the correct
replacement parts and part numbers for maintenance or repairs.

Additional Resources
1. Craftsman Model 917 Lawn Mower Maintenance Guide
This book provides detailed instructions on maintaining and troubleshooting the Craftsman Model 917 lawn
mower. It covers routine care, blade sharpening, engine tune-ups, and seasonal storage tips. With clear
illustrations and step-by-step guidance, it ensures your mower runs efficiently year-round.

2. Engine Repair and Tune-Up for Craftsman 917 Mowers
Focused on the engine component of the Craftsman 917, this manual guides users through diagnosing
common engine problems and performing repairs. It includes tips on carburetor adjustments, spark plug
replacement, and fuel system care. Perfect for DIY enthusiasts looking to extend the life of their mower.

3. The Complete Craftsman 917 Parts and Assembly Handbook
This comprehensive book catalogs all parts of the Craftsman Model 917, complete with exploded diagrams
and assembly instructions. It is an invaluable resource for those needing to replace or upgrade components.
The guide helps users understand the mower's mechanical layout in detail.

4. Seasonal Care and Storage for Craftsman Lawn Equipment
Learn how to properly prepare your Craftsman 917 mower and other lawn tools for off-season storage. This
book highlights best practices to prevent rust, fuel degradation, and mechanical wear during winter
months. It also offers advice on spring startup procedures to ensure smooth operation.

5. DIY Craftsman 917 Repairs: Step-by-Step Solutions
A practical guide for homeowners who prefer fixing their Craftsman 917 mowers themselves. This book
breaks down common issues and provides easy-to-follow repair steps using everyday tools. It empowers
users to save time and money by handling repairs without professional help.

6. Understanding Small Engine Mechanics: Craftsman 917 Edition
Designed to teach the fundamentals of small engine mechanics, this book uses the Craftsman 917 as a case
study. It explains how engines work, the role of each component, and common mechanical problems. Ideal
for beginners wanting to deepen their mechanical knowledge.

7. Craftsman 917 Safety and Operation Manual
A user-friendly manual emphasizing the safe operation of the Craftsman Model 917 mower. It outlines



important safety precautions, proper handling techniques, and emergency procedures. The book aims to
reduce accidents and promote responsible mower use.

8. Upgrading and Modifying Your Craftsman Model 917
This book explores various upgrades and modifications to improve the performance and durability of the
Craftsman 917 mower. Topics include installing better blades, enhancing engine power, and customizing
ergonomics. Suitable for enthusiasts looking to personalize their lawn equipment.

9. Troubleshooting Guide for Craftsman Lawn Mowers
A quick-reference guide that helps users identify and fix common problems with Craftsman lawn mowers,
including the Model 917. It uses checklists and symptom-based diagnostics for efficient problem-solving.
This guide is perfect for users who want fast solutions without extensive technical knowledge.
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