
crash test dummies mmm mmm mmm mmm chords

crash test dummies mmm mmm mmm mmm chords are essential for musicians and fans aiming to
replicate the iconic 1993 hit by the Canadian rock band Crash Test Dummies. This song, known for its
distinctive vocal style and memorable melody, continues to be a favorite for guitarists and vocalists alike.
Understanding the chord progression and nuances behind "Mmm Mmm Mmm Mmm" helps players
capture the song's unique mood and sonic texture. This article provides a comprehensive guide to the
chords, strumming patterns, and playing techniques needed for an authentic rendition. Additionally, it
explores the song’s background, lyrical themes, and tips for mastering this classic alternative rock track.
Following this introduction, a detailed table of contents will outline the key sections covered.
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Understanding the Song Structure of "Mmm Mmm Mmm
Mmm"
The song "Mmm Mmm Mmm Mmm" by Crash Test Dummies is characterized by its slow tempo,
haunting melody, and minimalist arrangement. The structure is relatively straightforward, featuring
verses and choruses that rely heavily on mood and atmosphere rather than complex musical shifts. This
simplicity makes the chord progression accessible yet effective in conveying the song's melancholic themes.
Typically, the song follows a verse-chorus-verse pattern, with each section utilizing a set of chords that
repeat with slight variations to maintain listener interest.

Verse and Chorus Composition
Both the verses and choruses use a limited palette of chords, primarily rooted in minor keys to evoke the
somber tone. The verses set the narrative scene with gentle strumming, while the chorus emphasizes the
song's signature humming sound, reflected musically through sustained chord voicings and subtle
dynamics. Understanding the role of each section is crucial for accurate interpretation and performance.



Crash Test Dummies Mmm Mmm Mmm Mmm Chords
Breakdown
The core of mastering "Mmm Mmm Mmm Mmm" lies in learning the chord progression used throughout
the song. The chords are simple yet distinctive, often played with clean tones on an acoustic guitar. The
primary chords involved include A minor, G major, and F major, among others, arranged to create a
haunting and reflective soundscape. Below is a detailed breakdown of the main chords and their finger
placements.

Main Chords Used in the Song

Am (A minor): Played by placing the index finger on the 1st fret of the B string, middle finger on
the 2nd fret of the D string, and ring finger on the 2nd fret of the G string.

G Major: Played with the middle finger on the 3rd fret of the low E string, index finger on the 2nd
fret of the A string, and ring finger on the 3rd fret of the high E string.

F Major: Typically played as a barre chord on the 1st fret, barring all strings with the index finger
and using the middle, ring, and pinky fingers to form the chord shape.

These chords form the backbone of the song’s harmonic progression. The simplicity allows for expressive
timing and dynamics, which are vital in reproducing the track’s emotional depth.

Playing Techniques and Tips for Guitarists
Beyond chord knowledge, specific playing techniques contribute to the authentic sound of "Mmm Mmm
Mmm Mmm." The song’s pacing demands controlled strumming and attention to dynamics. Using
fingerpicking or gentle strumming patterns can enhance the song’s intimate feel. Additionally, maintaining
clean chord changes without rushing is important to preserve the song’s mood.

Strumming Patterns and Dynamics
The strumming pattern for "Mmm Mmm Mmm Mmm" is slow and deliberate. Many guitarists opt for a
pattern that emphasizes downstrokes with occasional muted upstrokes, creating a rhythmic yet subdued
texture. Dynamics are key; playing softer during verses and slightly louder in choruses helps convey the
song’s emotional journey.



Use of Capo and Tuning
Some versions of the song use a capo to match the original key and vocal range. Placing a capo on the 1st
fret is common to facilitate easier chord shapes and maintain the correct pitch. Standard tuning (E A D G B
E) is typically used, making it accessible for most guitarists.

Lyrics and Vocal Style Insights
While the focus is on the chords, understanding the vocal delivery complements the guitar work. The lead
singer’s deep baritone and the song’s slow tempo require a controlled and expressive vocal approach. The
repeated "mmm mmm mmm mmm" motif is not only a melodic hook but also sets the tone for the
narrative verses.

Interpreting the Vocal Phrasing
The vocal phrasing in "Mmm Mmm Mmm Mmm" is marked by clear enunciation and a steady pace that
allows the story to unfold naturally. Singers should focus on maintaining breath control and subtle vibrato to
reflect the song’s melancholic themes. The humming sections require consistency in tone and timing to
match the instrumental backdrop.

Practice Strategies for Mastering the Song
To efficiently learn and perform "Mmm Mmm Mmm Mmm," adopting structured practice methods is
recommended. Breaking the song into sections and focusing on smooth chord transitions can enhance
muscle memory. Additionally, listening closely to the original track for timing and dynamics helps in
capturing the song’s essence.

Step-by-Step Learning Approach

Start by learning the individual chords and their finger placements.1.

Practice the chord progression slowly, ensuring clean transitions.2.

Incorporate the strumming pattern, focusing on rhythm and dynamics.3.

Add vocal humming or singing to align with the guitar parts.4.

Perform the song in sections before combining for a full playthrough.5.



Consistent practice using this approach will build confidence and improve overall performance quality.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic chords for 'MMM MMM MMM MMM' by Crash Test
Dummies?
The basic chords for 'MMM MMM MMM MMM' are C, F, and G throughout most of the song.

How do you play the intro chords for 'MMM MMM MMM MMM' on
guitar?
The intro uses a simple progression of C major to F major, played with a gentle strumming pattern to
match the song's mellow feel.

Are there any capo positions recommended for playing 'MMM MMM
MMM MMM' by Crash Test Dummies?
No capo is needed to play 'MMM MMM MMM MMM' in the original key; the chords C, F, and G are
played open.

What strumming pattern works best for 'MMM MMM MMM MMM'
chords?
A slow, steady down-down-up-up-down-up strumming pattern complements the song’s relaxed rhythm
well.

Can beginners easily learn the chords for 'MMM MMM MMM MMM' by
Crash Test Dummies?
Yes, the song uses basic open chords like C, F, and G, making it accessible for beginners to learn and play.

Additional Resources
1. Strumming the Crash Test Dummies: A Guide to "MMM MMM MMM MMM" Chords
This book offers an in-depth exploration of the chord progressions used in the Crash Test Dummies' hit song
"MMM MMM MMM MMM." It breaks down each chord, providing diagrams and tips for beginners and
intermediate guitar players. Readers will learn how to capture the song's unique sound and rhythm for



authentic covers.

2. The Acoustic Vibe: Mastering "MMM MMM MMM MMM" by Crash Test Dummies
Focused on acoustic guitar techniques, this book teaches musicians how to play "MMM MMM MMM
MMM" with precision and soulful expression. It includes fingerpicking patterns, strumming variations, and
advice on vocal accompaniment to enhance performance.

3. Crash Test Dummies: The Musical Journey Behind "MMM MMM MMM MMM"
This book dives into the history and creative process behind the iconic song, including interviews with
band members and producers. It also analyzes the song’s composition, chord structure, and lyrical themes,
providing context for its enduring popularity.

4. Chord Theory for Crash Test Dummies Fans: Unlocking "MMM MMM MMM MMM"
A comprehensive guide to chord theory using "MMM MMM MMM MMM" as a case study. The book
explains how the song’s chord choices create its distinctive mood and teaches readers how to apply similar
techniques to their own songwriting.

5. Playing 90s Hits: Crash Test Dummies and the Art of "MMM MMM MMM MMM"
This instructional book covers several popular 90s songs, with a special focus on "MMM MMM MMM
MMM." It provides chord charts, rhythm exercises, and performance tips to help players recreate the
nostalgic sound of the decade.

6. From Tabs to Tunes: Learning "MMM MMM MMM MMM" by Crash Test Dummies
Designed for guitarists of all levels, this book includes detailed tablature for "MMM MMM MMM MMM,"
alongside audio examples and practice exercises. It guides readers from learning individual chords to
playing the entire song confidently.

7. The Vocal-Guitar Connection: Singing and Playing Crash Test Dummies' "MMM MMM MMM MMM"
Exploring the relationship between vocals and guitar in this song, this book offers techniques to
synchronize singing with chord transitions. It includes breathing exercises, timing tips, and suggestions for
adapting the song to different vocal ranges.

8. Crash Test Dummies Songbook: Chords and Lyrics for "MMM MMM MMM MMM"
A lyric and chord compilation featuring "MMM MMM MMM MMM" along with other hits by the band.
This songbook is perfect for jam sessions, with clear chord diagrams and notes on song structure.

9. The Essence of "MMM MMM MMM MMM": Analyzing Chords and Melody
This analytical text delves into the musical elements that make "MMM MMM MMM MMM" distinctive. It
examines chord voicings, melodic lines, and harmonic progressions, offering musicians a deeper
understanding of the song’s artistic composition.
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