
crazy in korean language

crazy in korean language is a phrase that can be expressed in various ways depending on context
and tone. Understanding how to say crazy in Korean involves not only vocabulary but also cultural
nuances and appropriate usage. This article explores multiple translations and expressions of crazy
in Korean, including both formal and slang terms. It also discusses when to use each variation and
how meaning can shift based on intonation and setting. Additionally, readers will learn about related
expressions commonly used in Korean to describe eccentricity, madness, or extreme enthusiasm.
This comprehensive guide serves as an essential resource for learners aiming to expand their
Korean language skills with nuanced vocabulary related to the concept of craziness.
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Common Korean Words for Crazy
There are several standard Korean words that translate to crazy, each with varying degrees of
formality and connotation. The most frequently used terms include 미치다 (michida), 정신 나갔다 (jeongsin
nagatda), and 미친 (michin). These words can describe mental instability, eccentric behavior, or
intense emotions depending on context.

미치다 (Michida)
The verb 미치다 is the most direct way to convey the idea of going crazy or becoming insane. It literally
means "to go mad" or "to be crazy," and it is widely used in both spoken and written Korean. For
example, "그 사람 미쳤어" means "That person is crazy." This word can be used both seriously and
colloquially, depending on tone and context.

정신 나갔다 (Jeongsin Nagatda)
This phrase literally translates as "mind has gone out" and is used to describe someone who is
mentally unstable or acting irrationally. It often carries a stronger negative connotation than 미치다
and is commonly heard in conversational Korean when describing erratic behavior.



미친 (Michin)
미친 is an adjective form derived from 미치다 and is often used to describe something or someone as
crazy. It can be used in various expressions, such as "미친 사람" (crazy person) or "미친 소리" (crazy talk). It
is also commonly employed in slang contexts.

Slang and Informal Expressions
Korean slang offers a rich variety of words and phrases that express craziness in a more playful or
exaggerated manner. These informal terms are popular among younger speakers and in casual
conversations.

돌았다 (Dollatda)
돌았다 literally means "turned" or "spun," but in slang, it implies that someone has lost their mind or
gone crazy. It is typically used in casual speech and can be combined with other words for emphasis.

미쳤다 (Michyeotda)
This is the past tense form of 미치다 and is often used as an exclamation to express amazement or
disbelief, similar to "That's crazy!" or "Insane!" in English. It is frequently used in K-pop culture and
internet slang.

병신 (Byeongshin)
Though a strong and offensive term, 병신 is sometimes used colloquially among friends to call
someone crazy or stupid. It is important to use this word with caution as it can be highly insulting.

Contextual Usage and Cultural Nuances
The meaning and appropriateness of crazy in Korean depend heavily on context, tone, and
relationship between speakers. Korean culture places a high value on politeness and respect, so
direct accusations of craziness may be considered rude or offensive in formal settings.

Politeness Levels
When referring to someone as crazy in a formal or respectful manner, softer expressions or
euphemisms are preferred. Using 미치다 or 정신 나갔다 casually among friends is acceptable, but in
professional or formal conversations, it is advisable to avoid such terms or use indirect expressions.



Positive and Negative Connotations
Not all uses of crazy in Korean carry negative implications. For example, 미친 as slang can express
excitement or admiration, such as in "미친 노래" (crazy song) meaning an amazing or outstanding song.
Understanding these nuances is crucial for effective communication.

Related Korean Expressions and Idioms
Korean language incorporates many idiomatic expressions and related terms that convey the idea of
craziness or irrationality in creative ways. These enrich the vocabulary and provide alternative ways
to express similar concepts.

정신없다 (Jeongsineopda) – to be scatterbrained or absent-minded

미쳐 날뛰다 (Michyeo Naltwida) – to run wild crazily

열받다 (Yeolbatda) – to get angry or frustrated intensely

미친 짓 (Michin Jit) – crazy act or behavior

광기 (Gwanggi) – madness or frenzy

Pronunciation Tips and Examples
Correct pronunciation is essential for conveying the right meaning when using crazy in Korean.
Many words involve sounds that may be challenging for non-native speakers. Familiarity with
Romanized versions and audio examples can aid learners in mastering these terms.

Pronouncing 미치다 (Michida)
The word 미치다 is pronounced as "mee-chee-da," with emphasis on the first syllable. The "ch" sound is
soft, similar to "ch" in "cheese."

Pronouncing 정신 나갔다 (Jeongsin Nagatda)
This phrase is pronounced roughly as "jung-shin na-gat-da," with a slight stress on 정신 (jeongsin). The
syllables are evenly pronounced, and the phrase flows smoothly.

Examples in Sentences



그 사람 정말 미쳤어. (Geu saram jeongmal michyeosseo.) – That person is really crazy.1.

너 정신 나갔니? (Neo jeongsin nagatni?) – Are you out of your mind?2.

이 노래 미쳤다! (I norae michyeotda!) – This song is crazy (amazing)!3.

내 친구가 오늘 완전 돌았어. (Nae chinguga oneul wanjeon dollasseo.) – My friend totally went crazy today.4.

Frequently Asked Questions

How do you say 'crazy' in Korean?
The word 'crazy' in Korean is 미친 (michin).

What is a more polite way to say 'crazy' in Korean?
A more polite or less harsh way to say 'crazy' is 이상한 (isanghan), which means 'strange' or 'unusual'.

How do Koreans use the word '미친' in everyday conversation?
Koreans often use '미친' informally to describe something shocking or unbelievable, similar to saying
'That's crazy!' in English.

Are there any slang expressions in Korean that mean 'crazy'?
Yes, slang like 미쳤어? (michyeosseo?) means 'Are you crazy?' and is commonly used among friends.

Can 'crazy' in Korean have a positive meaning?
Yes, sometimes '미친' is used to compliment someone’s skills, like 미친 실력 (michin sillyeok) meaning
'crazy skills' or 'amazing ability.'

What is the Korean word for 'crazy person'?
The term for 'crazy person' in Korean is 미친 사람 (michin saram).

How do you say 'going crazy' in Korean?
'Going crazy' in Korean can be said as 미쳐 가다 (michyeo gada).

Additional Resources
1. 미친 사랑의 기록 (Records of Crazy Love)
This novel explores the intense and chaotic emotions of a love that defies logic and reason. The



protagonist experiences a whirlwind of passion and madness, blurring the lines between sanity and
obsession. Through poetic prose, the story delves into how love can drive people to extremes.

2. 광기의 도시 (City of Madness)
Set in a dystopian Seoul, this book portrays a society on the brink of collapse where madness seeps
into every corner. Characters grapple with their sanity as they navigate a world filled with paranoia
and chaos. The narrative raises questions about what it means to be sane in an insane world.

3. 미친 자들의 모임 (Gathering of the Crazies)
This collection of interconnected short stories centers around a group of unconventional individuals
labeled as “crazy” by society. Each story reveals the unique perspectives and hidden truths behind
their eccentric behaviors. It’s a poignant look at societal norms and the stigma of mental illness.

4. 광기의 선을 넘다 (Crossing the Line of Madness)
A psychological thriller that follows a detective investigating a series of bizarre crimes committed by
someone seemingly driven mad. The story delves deep into the human psyche, exploring the thin line
between genius and insanity. Suspense builds as the detective confronts his own fears and doubts.

5. 미친 시간 속에서 (Within Crazy Time)
This novel plays with the concept of time and reality, narrating the experience of a protagonist who
feels trapped in a loop of madness. The narrative style is fragmented, reflecting the protagonist’s
deteriorating mental state. It’s a surreal journey through confusion and self-discovery.

6. 광기와 천재 (Madness and Genius)
Examining the fine balance between madness and creativity, this book profiles famous Korean artists
and thinkers who were rumored to be eccentric or mentally unstable. Through biographical sketches
and analysis, it highlights how their “madness” fueled their extraordinary achievements.

7. 미친 세상 속의 나 (Me in a Crazy World)
A coming-of-age story about a young person struggling to find their identity amidst societal
pressures and mental health challenges. The protagonist’s internal battles and moments of
“craziness” are portrayed with raw honesty. It’s an inspiring tale of resilience and self-acceptance.

8. 광기의 춤 (Dance of Madness)
This poetic novel uses dance as a metaphor for the chaotic emotions and mental turmoil experienced
by the main character. Vivid imagery and lyrical language create an immersive experience of losing
and regaining control. It’s a celebration of the human spirit’s capacity to endure madness.

9. 미친 마음의 비밀 (Secrets of a Crazy Mind)
A psychological exploration into the thoughts and feelings of someone living with a mental disorder.
The narrative is written in first person, offering an intimate glimpse into confusion, fear, and hope.
The book aims to foster empathy and understanding around mental health issues.
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