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CCSCC

credits needed for an associate of science ccscc is a topic of importance for prospective
students aiming to pursue an Associate of Science degree at Chattanooga State Community College
(CCSCC). Understanding the credit requirements is essential for effective academic planning and
ensuring timely graduation. This article provides a detailed overview of the credit hours necessary to
complete the Associate of Science program at CCSCC, along with insights into course categories,
general education requirements, and transfer options. Additionally, it covers how these credits align
with career and further education goals. By examining the structure and credit distribution, students
can better navigate their academic journey at CCSCC.
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Overview of the Associate of Science Degree at CCSCC

The Associate of Science (AS) degree at Chattanooga State Community College is designed to provide
students with a strong foundation in science and mathematics while preparing them for transfer to a
four-year institution or entry-level employment in related fields. CCSCC'’s AS degree typically
emphasizes coursework in biology, chemistry, physics, mathematics, and general education. The
curriculum balances theoretical knowledge and practical skills, aligning with industry standards and
transfer requirements. Understanding the credit framework is crucial for students to meet academic
milestones and program expectations.

Total Credits Required for Graduation

One of the key factors for students pursuing the Associate of Science degree at CCSCC is the total
number of credits required to graduate. Generally, CCSCC requires students to complete a minimum
of 60 credit hours to earn an Associate of Science degree. These credits encompass general
education, major-specific courses, and electives. The 60-credit threshold aligns with accreditation
standards and facilitates successful transfer to universities offering bachelor’s degrees in science and
related disciplines.



Breakdown of the total credits includes:
e General Education Credits
e Major or Program-Specific Credits
e Elective Credits

Each component contributes to the student’s overall academic profile and readiness for advanced
studies or career opportunities.

General Education Requirements

General education is a fundamental part of the credits needed for an associate of science ccscc.
These requirements ensure that students develop a broad knowledge base and essential skills across
multiple disciplines. At CCSCC, general education typically accounts for approximately 30 credit hours
of the total degree requirements. The curriculum includes courses in communication, humanities,
social sciences, natural sciences, and mathematics.

Core General Education Areas

Students must complete coursework in the following areas to fulfill general education credits:

English Composition: Courses focusing on writing, critical reading, and communication skills.

Mathematics: Foundational math courses essential for science majors, such as college algebra
or calculus.

Natural Sciences: Laboratory-based courses in biology, chemistry, or physics.

Humanities and Social Sciences: Classes that promote cultural awareness and social
understanding, including psychology, sociology, or history.

Completing these courses ensures a well-rounded education that supports scientific inquiry and
professional development.

Program-Specific Coursework

Beyond general education, the credits needed for an associate of science ccscc include program-
specific classes tailored to the student’s chosen area of study within the sciences. These specialized
courses deepen subject matter expertise and prepare students for further academic pursuits or
technical careers.



Typical Science and Mathematics Courses

CCSCC's AS degree usually requires completion of core science courses such as:

e General Biology I and Il with laboratory components
e General Chemistry | and Il with labs
e Physics | and Il, often with corresponding labs

e Calculus or advanced mathematics courses depending on the focus area

These courses are designed to build competence in both theory and practical application, forming the
basis for transfer to four-year degree programs or entry into scientific fields.

Transfer and Articulation Credits

An important consideration in the credits needed for an associate of science ccscc is the
transferability of credits to four-year universities. CCSCC maintains articulation agreements with
various institutions, facilitating smooth credit transfer for students continuing their education.
Ensuring that completed credits align with transfer requirements is pivotal for students planning to
pursue a bachelor’'s degree after earning their associate degree.

Articulation Agreements and Transfer Policies

CCSCC provides guidance on how credits earned in the Associate of Science program can be applied
toward four-year degrees in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) fields.
Students are encouraged to work with academic advisors to:

1. Identify transferable courses within the AS curriculum
2. Understand specific university requirements and prerequisites

3. Plan course selection to maximize credit acceptance

Taking advantage of transfer pathways can reduce time to degree completion at the university level
and minimize credit loss.

Planning and Scheduling Tips

Strategic planning is essential when managing the credits needed for an associate of science ccscc.
Students should consider course sequencing, prerequisite fulfillment, and workload balance to
maintain steady progress toward graduation.



Effective Academic Planning

Key tips for successful credit accumulation include:

e Meeting regularly with academic advisors to review degree audits and course options

Prioritizing core science and math courses early in the program

Balancing general education and major courses each semester to avoid overload

Taking advantage of summer or online courses to accelerate credit completion

Monitoring GPA and academic standing to maintain eligibility for scholarships and transfer
opportunities

By following these practices, students can efficiently meet the credit requirements for the Associate
of Science degree at CCSCC and position themselves for academic and professional success.

Frequently Asked Questions

How many total credits are required to earn an Associate of
Science degree at Columbus State Community College
(CCSC()?

To earn an Associate of Science degree at CCSCC, students typically need to complete around 60 to
65 credit hours, depending on their specific program and course selections.

What types of courses count toward the credits needed for an
Associate of Science at CCSCC?

Credits for an Associate of Science at CCSCC usually include general education courses such as math,
science, English, and social sciences, along with program-specific courses related to the student's
major.

Can transfer credits be applied toward the Associate of
Science degree at CCSCC?

Yes, CCSCC accepts transfer credits from accredited institutions, which can count toward the total
credits needed for the Associate of Science degree, subject to evaluation and approval by the college.

Are there any minimum credit requirements per semester to
stay on track for an Associate of Science at CCSCC?

While CCSCC does not mandate a minimum credit load per semester, full-time students typically take



12-15 credits per semester to complete the Associate of Science degree within two years.

Do all credits earned at CCSCC count toward the Associate of
Science degree?

Not all credits may count toward the Associate of Science degree. Only courses that fulfill degree
requirements and are approved by CCSCC count toward the credit total needed for graduation.

Is there a limit on how old credits can be to count toward the
Associate of Science degree at CCSCC?

CCSCC may have policies regarding the age of credits, especially for courses in rapidly changing
fields. Students should consult academic advising to understand if older credits remain valid.

How can students track the credits needed for their Associate
of Science degree at CCSCC?

Students can track their credits using CCSCC's online student portal, degree audit tools, and by
meeting regularly with academic advisors to ensure they are meeting all credit and course
requirements.

Are elective credits required for the Associate of Science
degree at CCSCC, and how many?

Yes, elective credits are typically required as part of the Associate of Science degree at CCSCC.
Generally, students need to complete around 6 to 12 elective credits, depending on their major and
general education requirements.

Additional Resources

1. Introduction to Physical Science

This textbook offers a comprehensive overview of the fundamental concepts in physical science,
including physics, chemistry, and earth science. It is designed to build a solid foundation for students
pursuing an Associate of Science degree. With clear explanations and practical examples, it helps
students grasp complex scientific principles essential for further study.

2. College Algebra and Trigonometry

A thorough guide covering key topics in algebra and trigonometry, this book prepares students for the
math requirements in science programs. It includes detailed problem-solving techniques, real-world
applications, and practice exercises. The text emphasizes critical thinking and analytical skills
necessary for success in scientific coursework.

3. General Biology: Concepts and Applications

This text introduces the principles of biology, focusing on cellular biology, genetics, evolution, and
ecology. It is tailored for students in associate degree programs, providing clear visuals and engaging
content. The book encourages students to understand biological processes and their relevance to
everyday life and scientific careers.



4. Foundations of Chemistry

Covering the essentials of chemistry, this book explains atomic structure, chemical bonding,
reactions, and stoichiometry. It supports students in meeting chemistry credit requirements by
presenting concepts in an accessible manner. The text also includes laboratory exercises to reinforce
theoretical knowledge through practical experience.

5. Environmental Science: A Global Concern

This book explores the interaction between humans and the environment, focusing on sustainability
and ecological principles. It is ideal for students needing environmental science credits within their
Associate of Science curriculum. Topics include pollution, resource management, and environmental
policy, aiming to raise awareness and promote responsible stewardship.

6. Introduction to Statistics for Science Students

Designed for science majors, this text covers statistical methods used in scientific research and data
analysis. It explains descriptive statistics, probability, hypothesis testing, and regression with
examples relevant to science disciplines. The book helps students develop skills to interpret and
present scientific data effectively.

7. Anatomy and Physiology for Health Sciences

This detailed resource covers human anatomy and physiology, emphasizing the structure and
function of the body’s systems. It is essential for students pursuing health-related science credits in
their associate degree. The text includes illustrations and clinical applications to connect theory with
practical health science contexts.

8. Principles of Microeconomics

Offering an introduction to economic principles, this book is useful for students needing social science
credits within their science curriculum. It covers supply and demand, market structures, and
economic policies with an analytical approach. Understanding economics helps science students
grasp the broader context of resource allocation and decision-making.

9. Technical Writing for Science and Engineering

This book teaches effective communication skills tailored for scientific and technical fields. It covers
writing research reports, lab reports, and technical documents, which are vital for academic and
professional success. Emphasizing clarity and precision, the text supports students in developing
strong writing abilities required in associate degree programs.
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