creighton ncaa tournament history

creighton ncaa tournament history traces the journey of the Creighton Bluejays men's
basketball team through one of college basketball's most prestigious events. As a program
that has steadily risen in prominence, Creighton’s NCAA Tournament appearances highlight
its competitive spirit, key milestones, and notable performances on the national stage. This
article explores the comprehensive timeline of Creighton’s NCAA Tournament history,
detailing significant years, standout players, and memorable games that have defined the
program's legacy. Understanding Creighton’s tournament impact offers insight into the
team’s growth and its influence within the college basketball community. The following
sections will cover the program’s early tournament appearances, breakthrough seasons,
coaching influences, and key moments that have shaped Creighton’s NCAA Tournament
narrative.
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Early NCAA Tournament Appearances

Creighton University’s initial forays into the NCAA Tournament laid the foundation for the
program’s growing national reputation. The Bluejays made their first NCAA Tournament
appearance in 1941, marking the beginning of their long-standing participation in the
event. However, during the early decades, Creighton’s tournament presence was sporadic,
reflecting the challenges faced by mid-major programs in securing bids and advancing
through the rounds. These early appearances were crucial in establishing the team’s
competitive identity and setting the stage for future successes.

First Tournament Entry in 1941

The 1941 NCAA Tournament marked a historic milestone for Creighton, as the Bluejays
earned their inaugural bid. Although their run was brief, this appearance was a significant
achievement for the program at the time, highlighting their competitive potential in the
national landscape. This early participation helped build momentum and experience that
would benefit the team in subsequent years.



Mid-20th Century Participation

Throughout the mid-1900s, Creighton’s NCAA Tournament appearances were intermittent
but notable. The Bluejays qualified for the tournament several times during the 1950s and
1960s, showcasing their ability to compete against more established programs. Each
tournament berth contributed to a growing legacy, as Creighton worked to solidify its status
as a respected basketball program within the Missouri Valley Conference and beyond.

Breakthrough Seasons and Memorable
Performances

Creighton’s NCAA Tournament history features several breakthrough seasons where the
Bluejays not only qualified but also recorded memorable performances that captured
national attention. These seasons often highlighted the team’s resilience, strategic
prowess, and individual talent, culminating in significant tournament victories and deep
runs.

1991 Sweet Sixteen Run

One of the most celebrated moments in Creighton’s tournament history came in 1991 when
the Bluejays advanced to the Sweet Sixteen. This deep run marked a turning point for the
program, demonstrating Creighton’s ability to compete at a high level in March Madness.
The 1991 team’s success elevated the program’s profile and inspired future generations of
Bluejays.

Recent Tournament Successes

In the 21st century, Creighton has consistently qualified for the NCAA Tournament, with
several appearances resulting in significant wins. The Bluejays’ style of play, characterized
by strong offensive execution and disciplined defense, has enabled them to challenge top-
seeded teams and secure notable upsets. Recent seasons have reinforced Creighton’s
status as a formidable tournament contender.

Coaching Impact on Tournament Success

The influence of coaching leadership has been a critical factor in shaping Creighton’s NCAA
Tournament history. Skilled coaches have instilled discipline, developed talent, and crafted
game plans that leverage the team'’s strengths on the national stage.

Longtime Leadership Under Dana Altman

Dana Altman’s tenure as head coach from 1994 to 2010 was instrumental in elevating
Creighton’s tournament profile. Under his guidance, the Bluejays made multiple NCAA



Tournament appearances, including the memorable 2002 Sweet Sixteen run. Altman’s
coaching philosophy emphasized defensive intensity and balanced offense, contributing to
sustained tournament success during his era.

Greg McDermott Era and Continued Growth

Following Altman, Greg McDermott took over as head coach and has continued to build
upon the program’s NCAA Tournament legacy. McDermott’'s approach prioritizes high-paced
offense and player development, resulting in frequent tournament bids and competitive
performances against top-tier opponents. His leadership has solidified Creighton’s
reputation as a consistent tournament participant.

Notable Players in Creighton’s Tournament
History

Several standout players have left an indelible mark on Creighton’s NCAA Tournament
history through exceptional performances and leadership on the court. These athletes have
propelled the Bluejays to victory and enhanced the program’s national recognition.

Doug McDermott’s Impact

Doug McDermott, one of Creighton’s most celebrated players, significantly influenced the
team’s tournament success during his collegiate career from 2010 to 2014. A prolific scorer
and versatile forward, McDermott led Creighton to multiple NCAA Tournament appearances,
earning national accolades and setting scoring records. His performances in the tournament
solidified his legacy as a cornerstone of Creighton basketball.

Other Key Contributors

Beyond McDermott, numerous players have contributed to Creighton’s tournament
achievements. From early pioneers in the program’s history to recent stars, these athletes
have demonstrated skill, determination, and leadership that have been essential to the
Bluejays’ competitive stature.

e Anthony Tolliver - Known for clutch shooting and versatility
e Greg Dreiling - Anchored the team’s defense in the late 1980s

e Kris Murray - Emerging talent contributing to recent tournament runs



Statistical Highlights and Records

Creighton’s NCAA Tournament history is rich with statistical achievements and records that
reflect the program’s competitive edge. These highlights provide quantitative insight into
the team’s performance and milestones reached during March Madness.

Tournament Appearances and Wins

As of the latest tournaments, Creighton has made over a dozen NCAA Tournament
appearances, with multiple victories that have advanced the team beyond the first round
on several occasions. Their win percentage in the tournament underscores the program’s
ability to compete effectively on the national stage.

Individual Records and Accolades

Players like Doug McDermott have set scoring records not only within the program but also
in NCAA Tournament history. McDermott’s scoring average and total points during
tournament play remain benchmarks for future Creighton players. Additionally, the program
has produced several All-American selections and conference honors linked to tournament
performances.

Frequently Asked Questions

How many times has Creighton University appeared in
the NCAA Tournament?

As of 2024, Creighton University has appeared in the NCAA Tournament 23 times.

What is Creighton's best performance in the NCAA
Tournament?

Creighton's best performance in the NCAA Tournament was reaching the Sweet Sixteen in
2021.

When did Creighton first participate in the NCAA
Tournament?

Creighton first participated in the NCAA Tournament in 1941.

Has Creighton ever advanced beyond the Sweet Sixteen
in the NCAA Tournament?

No, Creighton has not advanced beyond the Sweet Sixteen round in their NCAA Tournament



history.

Who is Creighton’s all-time leading scorer in NCAA
Tournament history?

Doug McDermott is Creighton’s all-time leading scorer in NCAA Tournament history.

How has Creighton performed in recent NCAA
Tournaments?

In recent NCAA Tournaments, Creighton has consistently made the tournament and
advanced to the Round of 32 or Sweet Sixteen, showcasing a strong program under coach
Greg McDermott.

Additional Resources

1. Bluejays on the Rise: Creighton's NCAA Tournament Journey

This book chronicles the evolution of Creighton University's basketball program, focusing on
their performances and milestones in the NCAA tournament. It highlights key games,
standout players, and the coaching strategies that propelled the Bluejays into national
prominence. Readers gain insight into the program's challenges and triumphs over the
decades.

2. March Madness and the Bluejays: Creighton's Quest for Glory

Exploring Creighton's most memorable NCAA tournament runs, this book delves into the
excitement and heartbreak of March Madness. It captures the intensity of the games and
the passion of the fans, while profiling the athletes who made significant impacts. The
narrative also touches on the cultural and community significance of Creighton's
tournament appearances.

3. Underdogs to Contenders: Creighton's NCAA Tournament Breakthroughs

This title examines how Creighton transformed from a mid-major underdog to a respected
contender in the NCAA tournament. Through detailed game analyses and interviews with
coaches and players, the book reveals the factors behind Creighton's rise. It also discusses
pivotal moments that defined the program's tournament history.

4. Creighton Basketball: A Legacy in the NCAA Tournament

Focusing on the lasting legacy of Creighton's basketball program, this book traces the
history of the Bluejays' NCAA tournament participation from the early days to the present. It
highlights the program's traditions, key figures, and the impact of tournament success on
the university and its supporters.

5. Clutch Moments: Creighton's NCAA Tournament Highlights

A collection of thrilling and decisive moments from Creighton's NCAA tournament games,
this book captures the drama and excitement of college basketball's biggest stage.
Featuring detailed accounts of buzzer-beaters, upset victories, and standout performances,
it celebrates the Bluejays' ability to rise to the occasion.



6. The Coaching Edge: Leadership Behind Creighton's NCAA Success

This book explores the influence of Creighton's head coaches on the program’s NCAA
tournament achievements. It provides in-depth profiles of coaching styles, recruitment
philosophies, and game-time decisions that shaped the Bluejays’ tournament history. The
narrative underscores the critical role of leadership in building a winning team.

7. From Omaha to the Big Dance: Creighton's NCAA Tournament Story

Detailing Creighton's journey from its home city of Omaha to the national stage, this book
highlights the team's NCAA tournament appearances and the community's support
throughout. It offers a blend of historical context, player stories, and memorable
tournament campaigns that define the Bluejays' identity.

8. Bluejay Brilliance: Standout Players in Creighton's NCAA Tournament History

This title profiles the most influential Creighton players who left their mark on the NCAA
tournament. Through personal stories, statistics, and game recaps, readers learn about the
athletes whose performances elevated the Bluejays' status. The book celebrates individual
talent and teamwork in tournament success.

9. Bracket Busters: Creighton's Impact on NCAA Tournament Upsets

Focusing on Creighton's role in NCAA tournament upsets, this book recounts the times
when the Bluejays defied expectations and toppled higher-seeded teams. It analyzes the
strategies and circumstances behind these surprising victories, showcasing Creighton's
reputation as a formidable and unpredictable tournament competitor.
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