creighton university hixson lied science
building

creighton university hixson lied science building stands as a prominent symbol of innovation
and academic excellence within Creighton University’s campus. This state-of-the-art science facility
serves as a hub for students and faculty engaged in cutting-edge research and education across
various scientific disciplines. The building’s design integrates modern technology, sustainable
architecture, and collaborative learning environments, reflecting Creighton University’s commitment
to advancing science and fostering student success. In this article, we will explore the history,
architectural features, academic programs, research initiatives, and community impact of the
Creighton University Hixson Lied Science Building. This comprehensive overview will provide
valuable insight into how this facility enhances the university’s science education and research
capabilities. Below is a detailed table of contents to guide the exploration of this important
university landmark.
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History and Background of the Hixson Lied Science
Building

The Creighton University Hixson Lied Science Building represents a significant investment in the
university’s science infrastructure. Opened in the early 21st century, this building was funded
through generous contributions from the Hixson-Lied Foundation, a philanthropic organization
dedicated to supporting educational institutions. The establishment of the building was driven by the
need to consolidate science departments and provide students and faculty with modern facilities to
foster innovation.

Before the construction of the Hixson Lied Science Building, Creighton’s science programs were
scattered across multiple older buildings, which limited collaboration and access to advanced
equipment. The new facility centralized these programs, promoting interdisciplinary learning and
research. The building's dedication underscored Creighton University’s mission to provide high-
quality science education while preparing students for careers in medicine, research, and
technology.



Funding and Development

The project was made possible by a partnership between Creighton University and the Hixson-Lied
Foundation. The foundation’s commitment to enhancing educational environments aligned perfectly
with Creighton’s vision for its science programs. The development phase included extensive
planning with architects, university stakeholders, and science faculty to ensure the facility met
current and future academic needs.

Impact on Campus Growth

The addition of the Hixson Lied Science Building marked a pivotal moment in Creighton University’s
campus expansion. It not only modernized science education facilities but also attracted increased
student enrollment in STEM fields. The building has since been a catalyst for further investments in
research and academic resources.

Architectural Design and Sustainability Features

The architectural design of the Creighton University Hixson Lied Science Building emphasizes
functionality, aesthetic appeal, and environmental responsibility. The building incorporates
sustainable design principles to minimize its ecological footprint while providing a comfortable and
inspiring learning environment.

Modern Design Elements

The building features an open layout with abundant natural light, fostering a welcoming atmosphere
for students and faculty. Glass walls and collaborative spaces encourage interaction and teamwork.
Specialized laboratories and classrooms are equipped with cutting-edge technology to support
diverse scientific disciplines.

Sustainability and Green Building Practices

Environmental sustainability is a core component of the Hixson Lied Science Building’s design. The
facility includes:

e Energy-efficient HVAC systems to reduce power consumption

e Use of recycled and locally sourced building materials

e Water-saving fixtures and rainwater harvesting systems

e Extensive use of daylighting to decrease reliance on artificial lighting

e Green roofs and landscaped areas to improve insulation and biodiversity

These features contribute to lower operating costs and demonstrate Creighton University’s



commitment to environmental stewardship.

Academic Programs and Departments Housed

The Hixson Lied Science Building is home to several key academic departments within Creighton
University’s College of Arts and Sciences. This centralization supports interdisciplinary collaboration
and resource sharing among faculty and students.

Departments Located in the Building

The building houses departments such as:

 Biology

e Chemistry

e Physics

e Environmental Science

e Psychology (with a focus on neuroscience research)

Each department benefits from specialized laboratories and classrooms tailored to its unique
instructional needs.

Programs and Curriculum

Academic programs within the Hixson Lied Science Building emphasize experiential learning and
research. Students have access to undergraduate and graduate courses that integrate laboratory
work, field studies, and technology-enhanced instruction. The curriculum is designed to prepare
students for careers in healthcare, research, education, and industry.

Research Facilities and Technological Resources

The Creighton University Hixson Lied Science Building supports a wide range of research activities,
facilitated by advanced equipment and dedicated lab spaces. The facility is equipped to handle
cutting-edge scientific investigations in multiple disciplines.

Laboratory Spaces

The building contains specialized laboratories, including:

e Wet labs for biology and chemistry experiments



 Physics labs with instrumentation for optics and materials research
e Environmental science labs with equipment for analyzing air, water, and soil samples

e Computer labs for data analysis and modeling

These spaces enable faculty and students to conduct sophisticated experiments and contribute to
scientific knowledge.

Technology Integration

Technology plays a crucial role in the research capabilities of the Hixson Lied Science Building.
Facilities include high-speed internet, digital microscopes, spectrometers, and simulation software.
The building also supports collaborative research through conference rooms equipped with video
conferencing and presentation technology.

Community Engagement and Collaborative
Opportunities

Beyond serving its academic community, the Hixson Lied Science Building functions as a bridge
between Creighton University and the broader Omaha community. It fosters partnerships that
enhance educational outreach, scientific literacy, and public health initiatives.

Outreach and Educational Programs

The university offers various outreach programs hosted in the science building, including:

e Workshops and science camps for K-12 students
¢ Public lectures and seminars on scientific topics
e Partnerships with local schools to support STEM education

These initiatives aim to inspire future generations and promote community-wide engagement with
science.

Collaborative Research and Industry Partnerships

The Hixson Lied Science Building also facilitates collaborations with healthcare providers, research
institutions, and industry partners. These relationships support applied research projects,
internships for students, and technology transfer opportunities that benefit both the university and
the regional economy.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Hixson-Lied Science Building at Creighton
University?

The Hixson-Lied Science Building is a state-of-the-art facility at Creighton University dedicated to
science education and research, housing classrooms, laboratories, and collaborative spaces.

When was the Hixson-Lied Science Building at Creighton
University opened?

The Hixson-Lied Science Building at Creighton University officially opened in 2016.

What programs are housed in the Hixson-Lied Science
Building at Creighton University?

The building primarily houses the College of Arts and Sciences' science departments, including
biology, chemistry, physics, and biochemistry.

What are some key features of the Hixson-Lied Science
Building?

Key features include modern laboratories, collaborative learning spaces, advanced technology
integration, and environmentally sustainable design elements.

How does the Hixson-Lied Science Building support student
learning at Creighton University?

It provides students with hands-on research opportunities, interactive classrooms, and access to
cutting-edge scientific equipment, enhancing experiential learning.

Who funded the Hixson-Lied Science Building at Creighton
University?

The building was funded in part by generous donations from the Hixson-Lied Foundation, along with
university and private contributions.

What sustainability features are incorporated in the Hixson-
Lied Science Building?

The building includes energy-efficient systems, natural lighting, and sustainable materials, aiming to
reduce its environmental footprint.



Can the public visit the Hixson-Lied Science Building at
Creighton University?

Generally, the building is used for academic purposes, but visitors may be allowed during university
tours or special events.

How has the Hixson-Lied Science Building impacted research
at Creighton University?

The facility has significantly enhanced research capabilities by providing modern labs and
collaborative spaces, fostering interdisciplinary scientific inquiry.

Additional Resources

1. Exploring the Creighton University Hixson-Lied Science Building: Architecture and Innovation
This book delves into the architectural design and innovative features of the Hixson-Lied Science
Building at Creighton University. It highlights the building’s sustainable design elements, modern
laboratories, and how it supports cutting-edge scientific research. Readers gain insight into the
collaborative learning environments fostered within this facility.

2. Advancing Science Education: The Role of Creighton University’s Hixson-Lied Building

Focusing on the educational impact of the Hixson-Lied Science Building, this book explores how the
facility enhances STEM learning at Creighton University. It discusses state-of-the-art classrooms,
technology integration, and the building’s role in inspiring students and faculty alike. The text also
features interviews with educators and students.

3. Green Building Practices at Creighton University: The Hixson-Lied Science Center Case Study
This comprehensive study examines the sustainable building practices implemented in the Hixson-
Lied Science Building. It covers energy efficiency measures, eco-friendly materials, and water
conservation techniques employed during construction. The book serves as a valuable resource for
architects and environmental engineers.

4. Scientific Breakthroughs and Research at Creighton University’s Hixson-Lied Science Building
Detailing key scientific research projects conducted within the Hixson-Lied Science Building, this
work highlights notable breakthroughs in biology, chemistry, and health sciences. It showcases the
advanced laboratories and equipment that facilitate high-impact research. The book also profiles
prominent researchers affiliated with the building.

5. Designing Collaborative Learning Spaces: Insights from Creighton University’s Hixson-Lied
Science Building

This title explores the design philosophy behind the collaborative and flexible learning spaces within
the Hixson-Lied Science Building. It emphasizes how spatial arrangements, technology, and
furniture support teamwork and active learning. Architects and educators share their perspectives
on creating dynamic educational environments.

6. History and Development of Creighton University’s Science Facilities: The Hixson-Lied Era
Providing a historical overview, this book traces the evolution of science facilities at Creighton
University, culminating in the construction of the Hixson-Lied Science Building. It discusses



fundraising efforts, architectural planning, and the vision driving the project. The narrative includes
archival photos and interviews with key contributors.

7. Integrating Technology in Higher Education: Case Study of the Hixson-Lied Science Building
This book examines how technological advancements are integrated into the infrastructure of the
Hixson-Lied Science Building to enhance teaching and research. It covers digital labs, virtual
simulation tools, and smart classroom technologies. The case study offers valuable insights for
institutions aiming to modernize their science facilities.

8. Student Experiences and Success Stories from Creighton University’s Hixson-Lied Science
Building

Collecting personal stories and testimonials, this book highlights the student experience within the
Hixson-Lied Science Building. It showcases how the building’s resources and environment
contribute to academic success and professional growth. The narratives reflect diverse disciplines
and backgrounds.

9. Future Trends in Science Building Design: Lessons from Creighton University’s Hixson-Lied
Facility

Looking ahead, this book discusses emerging trends in science building design inspired by the
Hixson-Lied Science Building. Topics include adaptability, sustainability, and integration of new
technologies. Architects, planners, and university administrators share their insights on creating
future-ready academic science spaces.
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