
cribbage rules cheat sheet

cribbage rules cheat sheet offers a concise and clear guide for players
seeking to understand the fundamentals and intricate strategies of cribbage.
This article breaks down the essential cribbage rules, scoring methods,
gameplay structure, and common terminologies that define this classic card
game. Whether you are new to cribbage or looking to sharpen your skills, this
cheat sheet provides a comprehensive overview that covers everything from
dealing and pegging to counting points and winning strategies. The goal is to
equip readers with the knowledge required to play confidently and enjoy the
game’s unique blend of luck and skill. By following this cribbage rules cheat
sheet, players can quickly grasp the flow of the game and the scoring nuances
that are vital to success. The article also highlights common mistakes and
tips to avoid them, ensuring a smooth learning curve for all levels of
players. Below is the table of contents outlining the main sections covered
in this article.
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Overview of Cribbage
Cribbage is a traditional card game that combines elements of strategy,
counting, and chance, typically played by two players, though variations
exist for three or four. The objective is to be the first to reach a
predetermined number of points, often 121, by creating combinations of cards
during play and in hands. The game uses a unique scoring system and a pegging
board to keep track of points, setting it apart from other card games.
Understanding the basic flow and purpose of cribbage is essential before
diving into detailed rules and strategies. This section introduces the
foundational concepts and sets the stage for the cribbage rules cheat sheet.



History and Popularity
Cribbage was invented in the early 17th century by Sir John Suckling, an
English poet and gambler. Since then, it has grown in popularity, especially
in English-speaking countries and among card enthusiasts. The game’s enduring
appeal lies in its blend of tactical play and luck, as well as the
distinctive pegging board used to track scores. Its straightforward rules
combined with deep strategy make it a favorite for casual and competitive
players alike.

Basic Objective
The primary goal in cribbage is to be the first player to score a target
number of points by forming specific card combinations and accumulating
points through pegging and hand counting. Points are earned in various ways,
including pairs, runs, flushes, and combinations that sum to fifteen. The
cribbage rules cheat sheet emphasizes understanding these scoring
opportunities to maximize points efficiently.

Setup and Dealing
The initial setup and dealing process establish the playing environment and
determine the crib, an essential part of the game’s strategy. Proper dealing
and card distribution are critical for fair play and influence subsequent
scoring opportunities. This section outlines the step-by-step procedures for
preparing a cribbage game according to standard rules.

Number of Players and Deck
Cribbage is most commonly played with two players using a standard 52-card
deck without jokers. The cards rank from Ace (low) to King (high). While two-
player games are most frequent, variations exist for three or four players,
affecting dealing and crib formation rules slightly. This cribbage rules
cheat sheet focuses primarily on the two-player format.

Dealing Cards
Each player is dealt six cards, one at a time, from a shuffled deck. The
dealer alternates with each round, ensuring fairness. After dealing, players
select two cards from their hand to place face down into the “crib,” which
belongs to the dealer. The remaining four cards stay in each player’s hand
for scoring. A single card, called the starter or cut card, is then turned
face up from the remaining deck to be used during scoring.



Gameplay and Pegging
The gameplay stage involves players taking turns playing cards and
accumulating points through pegging. Pegging refers to the method of scoring
points during the play phase before hands are counted. This dynamic part of
cribbage requires attention to card values and strategic timing to maximize
scoring opportunities. This section explains the pegging rules and turn
order.

Turn Order and Card Play
Players alternate playing one card at a time from their hands, announcing the
cumulative total of card values as they play. Cards are valued as follows:
Aces count as 1, face cards (Kings, Queens, Jacks) count as 10, and all other
cards are worth their face value. The total count must never exceed 31 during
pegging.

Scoring Points During Pegging
Players score points during pegging for specific occurrences:

Fifteen: If the cumulative total reaches exactly 15, the player scores 2
points.

Thirty-one: If the total reaches 31, the player scores 2 points.

Pairs: Playing a card that forms a pair with the previous card scores 2
points.

Runs: Playing consecutive cards that form a run of three or more cards
scores points equal to the length of the run.

Go: When a player cannot play a card without exceeding 31, they say
“go,” and the other player scores 1 point for the go or 2 points if the
total is exactly 31.

After reaching 31 or when both players cannot play further cards, the count
resets to zero, and play continues until all cards are played.

Scoring in Cribbage
Scoring is central to winning cribbage and involves both pegging points
during play and counting points in hands and the crib after play. Mastery of
the scoring system is critical and forms a major part of this cribbage rules
cheat sheet. Points are earned through various combinations and card values,
requiring careful evaluation of each hand.



Counting the Hand
After pegging concludes, players count points in their hands, including the
starter card. Key scoring combinations include:

Fifteens: Each unique combination of cards adding up to 15 scores 2
points.

Pairs: Each pair scores 2 points, three of a kind scores 6 points, and
four of a kind scores 12 points.

Runs: Sequences of three or more consecutive cards score points equal to
run length.

Flushes: Four cards of the same suit score 4 points; if the starter card
matches the suit, score 5 points.

His Nobs: A Jack in the hand matching the starter card’s suit scores 1
point.

Counting the Crib
The dealer counts the crib using the same scoring rules as hands. The crib is
an additional scoring opportunity that the dealer benefits from, emphasizing
the strategic importance of selecting cards to discard into the crib. This
dual scoring feature adds a layer of complexity to cribbage strategy.

The Crib and Its Significance
The crib is a unique element of cribbage that influences both strategy and
scoring. Understanding how to use the crib effectively is essential to
maximizing points and gaining an advantage during the game. This section
explains the crib’s role and how it fits into the overall game mechanics.

What Is the Crib?
The crib is a separate hand consisting of four cards—two from each player—set
aside during dealing. It belongs exclusively to the dealer and is scored
after the players’ hands. The crib often contains less desirable cards for
players but can be a valuable source of points for the dealer.

Strategic Considerations
Players must carefully choose which cards to discard into the crib. Non-



dealers aim to minimize the crib’s potential value to the dealer by
discarding low or unhelpful cards, while the dealer looks to maximize crib
points. This strategic decision-making is a critical component of cribbage
gameplay that affects the outcome of the game.

Winning the Game
Victory in cribbage is achieved by being the first to reach the target score,
typically 121 points. This section outlines the winning conditions and how
players track progress throughout the game to achieve success. Understanding
when and how the game ends is a key part of the cribbage rules cheat sheet.

Target Score and Pegging Board
The standard winning score is 121 points, tracked on a specialized pegging
board that holds pegs to mark each player’s progress. The board allows
players to visualize their scores and strategize accordingly. Some shorter
variations play to 61 points for quicker games.

Ending the Game
The game ends immediately when a player reaches or exceeds the target score
during pegging or hand counting. The player who achieves this first is
declared the winner. It is important to note that points earned in the crib
can also contribute to reaching the winning score.

Common Terms and Useful Tips
Familiarity with cribbage terminology and practical tips can enhance gameplay
and improve scoring efficiency. This section lists commonly used terms and
provides advice aligned with the cribbage rules cheat sheet to support
learning and mastery.

Key Terms

Pegging: The act of scoring points during the card play phase using the
pegging board.

Starter Card: The cut card revealed after dealing, used in scoring hands
and crib.

Go: A situation when a player cannot play without exceeding 31.



His Nobs: Scoring one point for holding a Jack of the same suit as the
starter card.

Flush: Four or more cards of the same suit in a hand.

Helpful Tips

Always consider potential crib points when discarding cards.1.

Keep track of cards played to anticipate opponent’s possible moves.2.

Use pegging tactics to block opponents from scoring runs or pairs.3.

Practice counting fifteens quickly to improve scoring speed.4.

Alternate dealing fairly to ensure balanced gameplay.5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the basic objective of cribbage?
The basic objective of cribbage is to be the first player to score 121 points
by forming combinations of cards during play and counting points in hands and
the crib.

How many cards does each player get in cribbage?
Each player is dealt six cards in a two-player game, from which they select
four to keep and two to discard into the crib.

What is the crib in cribbage?
The crib is an extra hand that belongs to the dealer, formed by the cards
discarded by both players, and it is scored by the dealer after all other
hands.

How are points scored during the play phase?
Points are scored during play for combinations such as pairs, runs, and
reaching totals of 15 or 31 without exceeding it.



What does a '15' score mean in cribbage?
A '15' score means that the total value of cards played adds up to fifteen,
which scores 2 points.

How is a run scored in cribbage?
A run is scored when three or more consecutive cards are played in sequence,
with each run scoring points equal to the number of cards in the run.

Additional Resources
1. Cribbage Rules Simplified: The Ultimate Cheat Sheet
This book offers a concise and easy-to-understand summary of cribbage rules,
perfect for beginners and casual players. It breaks down scoring, pegging,
and game strategies into bite-sized pieces. With quick-reference charts and
illustrations, you'll master cribbage in no time.

2. The Complete Cribbage Cheat Sheet: Rules and Strategies
Designed as both a quick reference and a strategic guide, this book covers
all the essential rules of cribbage. It includes detailed explanations of
points calculation, common mistakes, and winning tactics. Whether you are new
to the game or looking to sharpen your skills, this cheat sheet is an
invaluable resource.

3. Mastering Cribbage: Rules and Tips Cheat Sheet
This guide focuses on helping players understand the nuances of cribbage
scoring and gameplay through a handy cheat sheet format. It highlights the
most important rules and offers tips to improve your pegging and hand
selection. Ideal for players wanting to elevate their game quickly.

4. Cribbage Quick Reference: Rules and Scoring Cheat Sheet
A compact and portable book that summarizes cribbage rules and scoring
methods efficiently. It provides clear diagrams and examples for counting
points during play and the show. This quick reference is perfect for on-the-
go learning or as a refresher before games.

5. The Essential Cribbage Rules Cheat Sheet for Beginners
This book is tailored specifically for new players, breaking down cribbage
rules into straightforward language. It covers the basic setup, scoring
categories, and common gameplay scenarios. With its easy cheat sheet format,
beginners can quickly grasp the game essentials.

6. Cribbage Strategy and Rules Cheat Sheet
Combining rule explanations with strategic advice, this book helps players
understand both how to play and how to win. It includes a detailed rules
cheat sheet alongside sections on hand selection, pegging techniques, and
defensive play. Perfect for intermediate players looking to improve.



7. Fast-Track Cribbage: Rules and Scoring Cheat Sheet
This guide aims to get players up and running quickly with cribbage,
emphasizing the most important rules and scoring techniques. It uses clear,
concise language and visual aids to explain complex concepts simply. Great
for those who want a quick but thorough overview.

8. Cribbage Rules & Scoring Made Easy: A Handy Cheat Sheet
This book breaks down cribbage rules and scoring into an easy-to-follow cheat
sheet format, making it accessible for all skill levels. It also includes
examples of common scoring hands and tips for counting points efficiently. A
helpful tool for learning and reference during play.

9. The Cribbage Player’s Cheat Sheet: Rules, Scoring, and Tips
A comprehensive yet concise guide that provides cribbage rules, scoring
guidelines, and practical playing tips in one handy cheat sheet. It is
designed for players who want a quick refresher or a portable guide during
games. The book balances clarity and depth to enhance your cribbage
experience.
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