
criminal history check pennsylvania
criminal history check pennsylvania is an essential process for individuals, employers, and
organizations seeking to obtain accurate information about a person's criminal background within
the state. This comprehensive procedure helps ensure safety, compliance with legal requirements,
and informed decision-making in various contexts such as employment, housing, and licensing.
Understanding how to navigate the criminal history check in Pennsylvania involves awareness of the
available resources, legal regulations, and the types of information accessible. This article
thoroughly explores the key aspects of criminal history checks in Pennsylvania, including the official
processes, types of records included, legal considerations, and practical applications. Readers will
gain a clear understanding of how to obtain and interpret these records, as well as the implications
of their use.
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Overview of Criminal History Check in Pennsylvania
A criminal history check Pennsylvania provides detailed information regarding an individual's past
arrests, convictions, and other related legal matters within the state. These checks are often
conducted through the Pennsylvania State Police or authorized third-party providers. The criminal
history record is compiled from various law enforcement agencies and court records to present a
comprehensive profile.

Understanding the scope and limitations of a criminal history check is crucial. The records include
information about misdemeanors, felonies, and in some cases, pending charges. However, some
minor infractions and expunged records may not be visible depending on the circumstances and the
type of check requested. This overview sets the foundation for navigating the process effectively.

What is Included in a Pennsylvania Criminal History Check?
The criminal history check Pennsylvania typically contains data such as:

Arrest records

Conviction details

Sentencing information



Pending charges or warrants

Fingerprint identification results

These records are maintained by the Pennsylvania State Police and other judicial entities, ensuring
their accuracy and reliability for official use.

Who Can Request a Criminal History Check?
In Pennsylvania, criminal history checks can be requested by individuals for personal use, employers
for background screening, licensing agencies, and other authorized entities. Each requester must
comply with state and federal laws regulating access and use of the information.

How to Obtain a Criminal History Check
Obtaining a criminal history check Pennsylvania involves several steps designed to verify identity
and gather relevant records. The process can be completed online, by mail, or in person through
official channels.

Requesting Through Pennsylvania State Police
The Pennsylvania State Police (PSP) provides a centralized method to request criminal history
records. Applicants must submit a fingerprint card, a completed application form, and the required
fee. The fingerprint submission is crucial because it ensures the correct identification of the
individual whose records are being requested.

Steps to Request a Record

Complete the Pennsylvania State Police Request for Criminal Record Check form.1.

Obtain your fingerprints on the specified card, either electronically or ink-based.2.

Submit the form, fingerprint card, and payment to the PSP Bureau of Records and3.
Identification.

Wait for processing, which typically takes a few weeks depending on the method.4.

Receive the official criminal history report by mail or electronic delivery, if available.5.

Private vendors also offer background check services but must comply with the Fair Credit
Reporting Act (FCRA) when used for employment or housing decisions.



Types of Records Included in the Check
The criminal history check Pennsylvania may include various types of records depending on the
depth of the search and the purpose of the inquiry. Understanding these categories helps determine
which type of check is appropriate.

Statewide Criminal Record
This record includes all criminal offenses reported to the Pennsylvania State Police, covering
arrests, charges, and dispositions within the state.

Federal Criminal Records
Federal offenses are not included in the Pennsylvania State Police records but require a separate
search through the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI).

Sex Offender Registry Check
Many employers and landlords also conduct a review of the Pennsylvania Sex Offender Registry as
part of a comprehensive background check.

Expunged and Sealed Records
Certain criminal records may be expunged or sealed under Pennsylvania law, meaning they will not
appear in most criminal history checks. Eligibility for expungement depends on the offense and the
individual's history.

Legal and Privacy Considerations
Criminal history check Pennsylvania is governed by strict legal frameworks to protect individual
privacy and ensure the proper use of information. Compliance with these laws is essential for both
requesters and subjects of the checks.

Fair Credit Reporting Act (FCRA)
The FCRA regulates how consumer reports, including criminal background checks, can be used by
employers and others. It mandates consent from the individual, disclosure of adverse actions, and
procedures for correcting errors.



Pennsylvania State Laws
State-specific laws govern access to criminal records, restrictions on use, and the rights of
individuals to challenge inaccuracies. For example, the Pennsylvania Right to Know Law and the
Criminal History Record Information Act set key guidelines for data handling.

Privacy Protections and Data Security
Organizations conducting criminal history checks must implement robust measures to protect
sensitive data from unauthorized access or misuse. This includes secure transmission, storage, and
disposal of records.

Uses and Importance of Criminal History Checks
Criminal history check Pennsylvania serves multiple important functions across various sectors. Its
role extends beyond mere information gathering to promoting safety, compliance, and fairness.

Employment Screening
Employers often require criminal background checks to evaluate candidates' suitability for specific
roles, particularly those involving vulnerable populations or financial responsibilities.

Tenant Screening
Landlords use criminal history checks to assess the risk of potential tenants, helping to maintain safe
and secure housing communities.

Licensing and Certification
Many professional and occupational licenses in Pennsylvania require a clean or disclosed criminal
history as part of the application process to ensure public trust and safety.

Volunteer and Educational Purposes
Organizations involved in education or volunteer work with children and vulnerable adults
frequently mandate criminal history checks to safeguard those populations.

Key Benefits of Conducting a Criminal History Check

Enhances safety and security in workplaces and communities



Ensures compliance with legal and regulatory requirements

Supports informed decision-making in hiring and tenancy

Protects organizational reputation and reduces liability

Helps identify rehabilitation and reintegration opportunities

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a criminal history check in Pennsylvania?
A criminal history check in Pennsylvania is a background screening process that provides
information about an individual's past criminal records within the state.

How can I request a criminal history check in Pennsylvania?
You can request a criminal history check in Pennsylvania through the Pennsylvania State Police by
submitting a fingerprint card and completing the necessary application, either online or by mail.

Is a Pennsylvania criminal history check the same as a
background check?
A criminal history check focuses specifically on criminal records, whereas a background check may
include additional information such as employment history, education, and credit reports.

How long does it take to get criminal history results in
Pennsylvania?
Processing times vary, but typically, Pennsylvania State Police criminal history checks take between
7 to 14 business days to be completed.

Are criminal history checks in Pennsylvania available to the
public?
Yes, Pennsylvania allows individuals to request their own criminal history record information, but
accessing someone else's record usually requires their consent or a permissible purpose.

What information is included in a Pennsylvania criminal
history check?
The report includes details of arrests, charges, convictions, and dispositions recorded in
Pennsylvania, as well as any pending criminal cases.



Can I get a federal criminal history check along with
Pennsylvania's state check?
Yes, a federal criminal history check can be obtained separately through the FBI, but it is not
automatically included in the Pennsylvania state criminal history check.

Do employers in Pennsylvania require criminal history checks?
Many employers in Pennsylvania require criminal history checks as part of their hiring process,
especially for positions involving vulnerable populations or security-sensitive roles.

Are there fees associated with obtaining a criminal history
check in Pennsylvania?
Yes, there is a fee for processing a Pennsylvania criminal history check, which varies depending on
the type of request and method of submission.

Can a criminal record be expunged or sealed in Pennsylvania
after a criminal history check?
Certain offenses can be expunged or sealed under Pennsylvania law, which would remove them from
public criminal history reports, but eligibility depends on the nature of the offense and other factors.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding Pennsylvania Criminal History Checks: A Comprehensive Guide
This book provides an in-depth explanation of the criminal history check process in Pennsylvania. It
covers legal requirements, procedural steps, and how to interpret the results. Ideal for employers,
background screening professionals, and individuals seeking clarity on state regulations.

2. Pennsylvania Background Checks and the Law: What You Need to Know
Focused on the legal framework surrounding criminal history checks in Pennsylvania, this book
explores relevant statutes and case law. It explains the rights of applicants and employers, as well as
compliance measures to avoid legal pitfalls. Readers gain insight into both federal and state
regulations.

3. Practical Guide to Pennsylvania Criminal Records and Background Screening
This practical manual walks readers through accessing and understanding criminal records in
Pennsylvania. It includes step-by-step instructions on obtaining reports from state databases and
interpreting key information. The guide is tailored for HR professionals and private investigators.

4. History of Criminal Records in Pennsylvania: From Colonial Times to Present
Offering a historical perspective, this book traces the evolution of criminal record-keeping in
Pennsylvania. It examines how laws and procedures have changed over centuries and the impact on
modern background checks. Historians and legal scholars will find this book particularly valuable.

5. Employment Screening in Pennsylvania: Navigating Criminal History Checks



This book targets employers and recruiters, providing strategies for conducting effective and lawful
criminal history checks. It discusses best practices for screening candidates while respecting privacy
and anti-discrimination laws. Case studies highlight common challenges and solutions.

6. Pennsylvania’s Criminal Justice System and Record Accuracy
Focusing on the reliability and accuracy of criminal history records, this book investigates sources of
errors and how they affect background checks. It suggests methods to verify and correct records in
Pennsylvania databases. The book is essential for those relying on accurate criminal data.

7. The Impact of Pennsylvania Criminal History Checks on Reentry and Employment
This book examines how criminal background checks influence the reintegration of formerly
incarcerated individuals into the workforce. It discusses barriers created by criminal records and
explores reform efforts in Pennsylvania. Social workers, policymakers, and advocates will benefit
from its insights.

8. Legal Challenges in Pennsylvania Criminal Background Screening
Detailing common legal disputes arising from criminal history checks, this book covers lawsuits,
discrimination claims, and compliance audits. It offers guidance on avoiding legal risks and handling
disputes effectively. Attorneys and compliance officers will find this resource invaluable.

9. Technology and Trends in Pennsylvania Criminal History Checks
Exploring the technological advancements in background screening, this book highlights digital
databases, biometric verification, and AI tools used in Pennsylvania. It also forecasts future trends
and regulatory changes impacting criminal history checks. A must-read for professionals in the
background screening industry.
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