cross in sign language

cross in sign language is a gesture used to represent the concept of "cross" or related
ideas in various sign languages, including American Sign Language (ASL). Understanding
how to sign "cross" is essential for effective communication within the Deaf and Hard of
Hearing communities. This article explores the different ways to express "cross" in sign
language, the cultural significance of the gesture, and its applications in everyday
conversation. Additionally, it covers variations across different sign languages and tips for
learners to master this sign accurately. Whether for educational purposes, cultural
awareness, or practical communication, knowing the sign for "cross" enhances linguistic
competence and inclusivity. The following sections provide a detailed overview of the
sign’s formation, meaning, and context.

e Understanding the Sign for Cross in Sign Language
e Variations of Cross in Different Sign Languages

e Contextual Uses of the Cross Sign

e Learning Tips and Common Mistakes

e Cultural Significance and Symbolism

Understanding the Sign for Cross in Sign
Language

In American Sign Language (ASL), the sign for "cross" typically involves a specific
handshape and movement that visually represents the idea of crossing or intersecting
lines. The standard formation usually uses the dominant hand to mimic the action of
making a cross shape by crossing the index fingers or by moving one hand over the other.
This sign is straightforward but requires precise hand positioning and motion to be clear
and recognizable.

Basic Formation of the Cross Sign

The basic formation of the "cross" sign involves extending the index fingers of both hands
and crossing them in an X shape. This motion symbolizes the crossing of lines or paths and
is intuitive for signers to understand. Alternatively, some variations use a single hand to
trace a cross shape in the air, especially when referring to a physical cross like a
crosswalk or a cross symbol.



Handshape and Movement Details

The handshape for the cross sign generally uses flat or extended index fingers, while other
fingers remain curled or relaxed. The crossing movement should be smooth and deliberate
to avoid confusion with other signs. The location of the sign is usually in front of the chest
or slightly higher to ensure visibility and clarity during communication.

Variations of Cross in Different Sign Languages

The sign for "cross" can vary significantly depending on the sign language being used.
While ASL is widely studied and used in the United States and parts of Canada, other
countries have their own signed languages with unique representations of the concept
"cross."

British Sign Language (BSL) Variation

In British Sign Language, the sign for "cross" often involves different handshapes or
movements compared to ASL. Typically, signers use one hand to draw a cross shape in the
air with a flat hand or finger, emphasizing the visual representation of crossing lines. This
variation highlights the importance of learning regional differences to avoid
miscommunication.

International Sign and Other Variants

International Sign, used in global Deaf events and meetings, tends to simplify or
standardize signs like "cross" to facilitate broader understanding. The sign usually
involves a clear, exaggerated crossing movement that is easily interpretable. Additionally,
many local sign languages incorporate cultural elements into their signs, which may alter
the form or motion of the "cross" sign.

Contextual Uses of the Cross Sign

The sign for "cross" is versatile and applies in multiple contexts, from physical
descriptions to abstract concepts. Understanding these contexts is crucial for proper use
and comprehension.

Physical Crossings and Locations



One common use of the sign is to indicate a physical crossing, such as a crosswalk, a
crossroad, or the act of crossing a street. Signers may pair the "cross" sign with other
signs like "street," "walk," or directional terms to convey precise meanings.

Religious and Symbolic Crosses

The "cross" sign is also used to refer to religious symbols, such as the Christian cross. In
these cases, the sign may be performed more slowly and deliberately, sometimes
accompanied by facial expressions denoting respect or solemnity. This usage underscores
the cultural and symbolic weight the cross carries in various communities.

Figurative and Idiomatic Uses

Beyond literal meanings, the sign for "cross" can appear in idiomatic expressions or
figurative language, such as "to cross boundaries" or "to cross someone" (meaning to
betray or oppose). Contextual cues and additional signs help clarify these more abstract
meanings.

Learning Tips and Common Mistakes

Mastering the sign for "cross" in sign language requires attention to detail and practice.
Learners should focus on handshape accuracy, smoothness of movement, and contextual
appropriateness.

Tips for Accurate Signing

e Practice crossing the index fingers precisely to form a clear "X" shape.

e Maintain a consistent signing location in front of the chest for visibility.

e Use facial expressions to enhance meaning, especially in symbolic contexts.

e Watch native signers and use instructional videos to model correct technique.

e Pair the sign with related vocabulary to build comprehensive communication.



Common Errors to Avoid

Typical mistakes include crossing the wrong fingers, performing the sign too quickly or
too slowly, and signing in an incorrect location. These errors can lead to
misunderstandings or reduced clarity. Learners should seek feedback from fluent signers
and engage in regular practice to improve.

Cultural Significance and Symbolism

The "cross" holds deep cultural and symbolic meanings beyond its literal use, affecting
how it is signed and perceived within Deaf communities and the broader society.

Religious and Spiritual Importance

In many cultures, the cross is a powerful religious symbol, particularly in Christianity. The
sign for "cross" often reflects this reverence through deliberate motion and respectful
expression. Understanding this significance aids in sensitive and appropriate use during
religious discussions or ceremonies.

Social and Historical Contexts

The cross also appears in historical and social contexts, such as marking locations,
denoting hazards, or symbolizing intersection points. In sign language communication,
these meanings influence how and when the sign is used, demonstrating the
interconnection between language and culture.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the cross symbol represent in sign language?

In sign language, a cross symbol often represents the concept of 'cross' as in crossing
something or a religious cross, depending on the context and specific sign language used.

How do you sign ‘cross' in American Sign Language
(ASL)?

In ASL, to sign 'cross,’ you typically use your index fingers from both hands and cross
them over each other in front of your body.



Is the sign for 'cross' the same in all sign languages?

No, the sign for 'cross' can vary between different sign languages such as ASL, BSL, and
others, as each has its own unique signs and grammar.

Can the cross sign in sign language have multiple
meanings?

Yes, the cross sign can signify different things like 'crossing,' ‘crossroad,' or religious
concepts depending on the context in the conversation.

How is the concept of a 'cross' used in sign language
education?

The concept of 'cross' is taught to help learners understand spatial and directional signs,
as well as cultural or religious signs in sign language curricula.

Are there variations of the ‘cross' sign for different
contexts in ASL?

Yes, variations exist such as signing a 'crosswalk' by combining the sign for ‘cross' with
‘walk,’ or a 'medical cross' by incorporating the sign for 'hospital' or 'doctor.'

Where can I find reliable resources to learn the 'cross'
sign in sign language?

Reliable resources include official sign language dictionaries, educational websites like
ASL University, and videos from certified sign language instructors.

Additional Resources

1. Crossing Paths: The Art of Sign Language Communication

This book explores the nuances of sign language, focusing on the symbolic and practical
uses of the "cross" sign in various contexts. It offers detailed illustrations and step-by-step
guidance to help learners master crossing motions and their meanings. Readers will also
find cultural insights into how crossing gestures shape communication in Deaf
communities worldwide.

2. Hands That Cross: Understanding Sign Language Gestures

Delving into the intricate world of sign language, this book highlights the significance of
crossing signs as connectors between concepts and ideas. It provides exercises to practice
crossing signs, enhancing fluency and expression. The author emphasizes the role of body
language and hand positioning to convey clear messages.

3. The Cross in Sign Language: Symbols and Meanings
A comprehensive guide to the various ways the concept of "cross" is represented in
different sign languages. This book covers historical development, regional variations, and



the symbolism behind crossing signs. It is an essential resource for linguists, educators,
and sign language students interested in semiotics.

4. Bridging Cultures: Cross Signs in International Sign Language

This volume examines how crossing signs function as bridges between different sign
languages and cultures. Featuring interviews with Deaf individuals from multiple
countries, it showcases the universality and diversity of cross-related gestures. The book
encourages cross-cultural understanding through shared signs.

5. Sign Language and the Cross: Spiritual and Cultural Perspectives

Focusing on the spiritual symbolism of the cross in sign language, this book discusses how
religious and cultural meanings are conveyed through hand signs. It includes stories from
Deaf communities about the role of the cross in rituals and worship. Readers gain insight
into the intersection of faith and language.

6. Mastering the Cross: Advanced Techniques in Sign Language

Designed for advanced learners, this book offers in-depth tutorials on complex crossing
signs and their grammatical applications. It includes video references and interactive
exercises to perfect hand coordination and expression. The text also covers common
mistakes and tips for clarity.

7. Crossroads of Expression: The Role of the Cross in Deaf Art and Sign Language

This book highlights the artistic representation of the cross in Deaf culture, including
visual art, performance, and sign language. It explores how the cross serves as a motif for
identity and connection. The author presents case studies of Deaf artists who incorporate
crossing signs into their work.

8. Learning to Cross: Beginner’s Guide to Cross Signs in Sign Language

A beginner-friendly manual that introduces the basic crossing signs and their everyday
uses. It features simple exercises, photographs, and mnemonic devices to aid retention.
Ideal for new learners, the book builds a solid foundation for further study.

9. The Language of Crossing: Exploring Gesture and Meaning in Sign Language

This academic text investigates the semiotic importance of crossing gestures within sign
language grammar and discourse. It combines linguistic theory with practical examples to
explain how crossing signs function in communication. Researchers and students will find
valuable analysis and data in this work.
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