
crossword clue figure of speech

crossword clue figure of speech is a common phrase encountered by puzzle enthusiasts and language lovers
alike. In the context of crosswords, a figure of speech often serves as a clue or answer that challenges
solvers to think beyond literal meanings and engage with language creatively. Understanding various figures of
speech enhances the solver’s ability to decode clues efficiently and appreciate the linguistic artistry involved.
This article explores the nature of figures of speech, their relevance in crossword puzzles, and strategies for
identifying and solving related clues. Additionally, it delves into common types of figures of speech found in
crosswords, tips for recognizing them, and examples to sharpen solving skills. By the end, readers will gain a
comprehensive understanding of how the crossword clue figure of speech operates within puzzles and improve
their overall game performance.
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Understanding Figures of Speech

Figures of speech are literary devices that convey meanings in a non-literal, imaginative, or symbolic way. They
enrich language by creating vivid imagery, emphasizing ideas, or expressing thoughts more persuasively. In
crosswords, figures of speech often appear as clues or answers that require solvers to interpret language
figuratively rather than literally. Recognizing these devices is crucial for effective puzzle solving because
clues may hint at metaphorical, idiomatic, or rhetorical expressions.

Definition and Purpose

A figure of speech is a word or phrase used in a non-literal sense to create rhetorical or vivid effect. Their
purpose is to enhance the expressiveness of language, making it more engaging and memorable. Commonly used in
literature, poetry, and everyday speech, figures of speech also play a significant role in crossword puzzles by
adding layers of meaning and challenge.

Types of Figures of Speech

The main categories of figures of speech include metaphor, simile, personification, hyperbole, irony, and idioms.
Each type serves a unique function in language and can appear in crossword clues as synonyms, definitions, or
wordplay elements. Understanding these categories aids solvers in decoding the intent behind the clue and finding
the correct answer.

Common Figures of Speech in Crossword Puzzles

Crossword puzzles often feature specific figures of speech as answers or clues due to their distinctiveness and
familiarity among solvers. Recognizing these commonly used devices can improve solving speed and accuracy.



Metaphor

A metaphor directly compares two unlike things without using “like” or “as,” implying a symbolic meaning. In
crosswords, a clue might hint at a metaphorical phrase or a word representing a metaphorical concept.

Simile

Similes compare two things using “like” or “as.” Crossword clues may use phrases like “similar to” or “as if” to
indicate a simile, requiring solvers to identify the comparative expression.

Idiom

Idiomatic expressions are phrases whose meanings are not deducible from the literal definitions of the words
involved. These are frequent in crossword clues, often appearing as colloquial or cultural references.

Hyperbole

Hyperbole involves deliberate exaggeration for emphasis or effect. Crossword clues may use exaggerated
language or hint at overstatements to lead solvers to hyperbolic phrases or words.

Personification

Personification attributes human qualities to non-human objects or abstract concepts. Clues may suggest
animate characteristics applied to inanimate items, signaling personification.

How to Identify a Figure of Speech in Crossword Clues

Identifying figures of speech within crossword clues requires attention to language nuances and clue
structure. Clues involving figures of speech often contain indicators or subtle hints that point toward non-
literal interpretations.

Clue Indicators

Certain words or phrases in clues serve as indicators of figurative language. These may include words like
“figuratively,” “metaphorically,” “as if,” “say,” or “in a manner of speaking.” Recognizing these helps solvers
shift from literal to figurative thinking.

Contextual Analysis

Examining the overall context of the clue and intersecting answers provides insight into whether a figure of
speech is involved. If a direct, literal answer seems unlikely, considering figurative meanings can reveal the
correct solution.

Length and Letter Patterns

The length of the answer and known letters from intersecting clues can narrow down possible figures of speech.
Familiarity with common phrases and their letter counts assists in matching clues to appropriate figurative



expressions.

Strategies for Solving Crossword Clues Involving Figures of
Speech

Effective strategies enhance the ability to solve crossword clues related to figures of speech by combining
linguistic knowledge with logical deduction.

Familiarize with Common Figures of Speech

Building a repertoire of frequently used figures of speech and idioms improves recognition during puzzles.
Studying lists and examples prepares solvers for typical answers.

Look for Figurative Language Indicators

Pay close attention to clue wording that suggests metaphor, simile, or idiomatic expression. Words signaling
non-literal meaning are important clues.

Use Cross-Checking

Cross-referencing intersecting answers in the puzzle helps confirm or eliminate potential figurative answers,
especially when multiple interpretations are possible.

Think Creatively

Figures of speech require flexible thinking. Considering alternative meanings, cultural references, and linguistic
creativity often leads to successful solutions.

Practice with Sample Clues

Regular practice with crossword puzzles featuring figures of speech sharpens skills and builds intuition for
decoding such clues efficiently.

Examples of Crossword Clue Figure of Speech

Examining sample clues illustrates how figures of speech appear in puzzles and the thought process needed to
solve them.

Clue: “Sharp figure of speech” (5 letters)1.

Answer: IDIOM – An idiom is a common figure of speech involving a phrase with a figurative meaning.

Clue: “Like a simile, but without ‘like’” (6 letters)2.

Answer: METAPHOR – A metaphor compares two things directly without using “like” or “as.”



Clue: “Exaggerated statement” (9 letters)3.

Answer: HYPERBOLE – A figure of speech involving deliberate exaggeration.

Clue: “Giving human traits to objects” (13 letters)4.

Answer: PERSONIFICATION – Attributing human qualities to non-human things.

Clue: “Expression not meant literally” (5 letters)5.

Answer: IDIOM – An expression whose meaning differs from the literal interpretation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a common figure of speech used as a crossword clue?

A common figure of speech used as a crossword clue is 'metaphor.'

How can I identify a figure of speech in a crossword puzzle clue?

Look for words that indicate comparison, exaggeration, or symbolic meaning, such as 'like,' 'as,' or unusual
descriptions hinting at metaphor, simile, or personification.

What figure of speech often appears as a crossword answer for 'figure of
speech' clue?

The answer is often 'idiom,' 'metaphor,' or 'simile,' as these are popular figures of speech frequently used in
puzzles.

Are there short figure of speech answers that commonly fit in crosswords?

Yes, short answers like 'simile,' 'idiom,' 'trope,' and 'cliche' commonly appear as solutions for 'figure of speech'
clues.

Why do crossword clues for 'figure of speech' sometimes include wordplay?

Crossword clues often use wordplay to make the puzzle more challenging, so clues for 'figure of speech' might
be indirect or punny, requiring solvers to think beyond the literal meaning.

Can a figure of speech clue in a crossword refer to an acronym or
abbreviation?

Occasionally, yes. Some clues might refer to abbreviations like 'fig.' for figure or 'lit.' for literary device, but
full terms like 'metaphor' are more common.

Additional Resources
1. Figurative Language and Wordplay: Unlocking Crossword Clues
This book explores the intricate relationship between figurative language and crossword puzzles. It delves into



various figures of speech such as metaphors, similes, and idioms commonly used as crossword clues. Readers
will gain insights into how wordplay and figurative expressions enhance the challenge and enjoyment of solving
puzzles.

2. The Art of the Cryptic Clue: Mastering Figurative Speech in Crosswords
Focused on cryptic crosswords, this guide explains how figurative speech forms the backbone of many cryptic
clues. The author breaks down complex clues, demonstrating how metaphors, puns, and other rhetorical
devices guide solvers toward the answers. Ideal for enthusiasts looking to sharpen their decoding skills.

3. Figures of Speech in Puzzles: A Crossword Solver’s Companion
This companion book is designed to familiarize crossword enthusiasts with common figures of speech used as
clues. It provides definitions, examples, and practice exercises to help solvers recognize and interpret idioms,
hyperboles, and euphemisms. The book aims to improve both language appreciation and puzzle-solving accuracy.

4. Wordplay Wonders: The Role of Figurative Language in Crosswords
Wordplay Wonders examines the creative use of figurative language in crossword construction and solving.
It highlights how alliterations, personifications, and irony are cleverly integrated into clues to mislead or
assist solvers. Readers will enjoy exploring the linguistic artistry behind their favorite puzzles.

5. Metaphors and More: Decoding Figurative Clues in Crosswords
This book offers a deep dive into metaphorical clues and other figures of speech found in crossword puzzles. It
presents strategies for identifying and interpreting these clues, making it easier for solvers to crack tough
puzzles. With numerous examples, it’s a valuable resource for both beginners and advanced solvers.

6. Idioms and Allusions: A Crossword Solver’s Guide to Figurative Clues
Idioms and cultural allusions frequently appear as crossword clues, and this guide helps readers navigate
them with confidence. It discusses the origins and meanings of common idiomatic expressions and how they
function within puzzles. The book enhances solvers’ cultural literacy alongside their puzzle-solving prowess.

7. The Language of Puzzles: Exploring Figures of Speech in Crosswords
This book investigates the linguistic elements that make crossword clues intriguing and challenging. It covers a
range of figures of speech, including synecdoche, metonymy, and irony, explaining their use in clue construction.
Readers will appreciate the detailed analysis that bridges language studies and recreational puzzling.

8. Crossword Clues and Rhetorical Devices: A Solver’s Handbook
A practical handbook for crossword enthusiasts, this title focuses on the rhetorical devices that frequently
appear in clues. It offers tips and examples for recognizing and interpreting similes, oxymorons, and other devices
that add depth to puzzles. The book is designed to boost solver confidence and enjoyment.

9. Play on Words: Figurative Speech in Crossword Puzzle Design
This book explores how crossword constructors employ figurative speech to craft clever and engaging clues.
It covers various types of wordplay, including puns, double entendres, and allegories, providing insight into the
constructor’s creative process. Solvers will gain a new appreciation for the artistry behind their favorite
games.
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