crossword clue figures of speech

crossword clue figures of speech are a common and intriguing challenge for
puzzle enthusiasts and language lovers alike. Understanding the variety and
nuances of these linguistic devices can significantly enhance solving
crossword puzzles where such clues are featured. Figures of speech, including
metaphors, similes, idioms, and other rhetorical devices, enrich language by
adding layers of meaning, vivid imagery, or emphasis. In crossword puzzles,
clues referencing figures of speech often require solvers to think beyond
literal definitions and consider symbolic or figurative interpretations. This
article will explore the most frequently encountered figures of speech in
crossword clues, explain their definitions and usages, and provide examples
to help recognize them in puzzles. Additionally, strategies for decoding
these clues will be discussed to improve accuracy and speed in solving
crossword puzzles that feature figures of speech.
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Common Figures of Speech in Crossword Clues

Figures of speech are expressions that convey meaning in a non-literal way to
add emphasis, clarity, or beauty to language. In crossword puzzles, clues
referencing these expressions often serve as subtle hints requiring solvers
to identify the particular figure of speech. Some of the most common figures
of speech encountered in crossword clues include metaphors, similes, idioms,
personification, hyperbole, and alliteration.

Metaphors

Metaphors describe one thing by asserting that it is another, establishing a
direct comparison without using “like” or “as.” This figure of speech is
prevalent in crossword clues because it condenses complex ideas into vivid,
symbolic language. For example, a clue might say “Sea of troubles” to hint at
the metaphor “storm.”



Similes

Similes explicitly compare two different things using “like” or “as.” These
are often clues that suggest a likeness in qualities or characteristics, such
as “Quick as a " to lead to answers like “flash” or “cheetah.”
Recognizing similes in clues can help solvers identify the answer by focusing
on the comparative element.

Idioms

Idioms are fixed expressions whose meanings cannot be deduced from the
individual words. Crossword clues referencing idioms require knowledge of
common phrases, such as “Break the ice” or “Bite the bullet.” These clues
often appear with hints such as “common saying” or “figurative phrase.”

Personification

Personification attributes human characteristics to non-human subjects. In
crossword clues, this figure of speech might be indicated by references to
inanimate objects or abstract concepts acting like people, for example, “The
wind whispered” or “Time marches on.” Identifying personification clues
involves recognizing the attribution of human traits in figurative language.

Hyperbole

Hyperbole is deliberate exaggeration for emphasis or effect. Crossword clues
using hyperbole might be phrased as “As old as the hills” or “A million
times,” suggesting answers that relate to exaggeration or vast quantities.
Understanding hyperbole helps in interpreting clues that seem overstated or
exaggerated.

Alliteration

Alliteration is the repetition of initial consonant sounds in closely placed
words. While less common in crossword clues, alliteration may be referenced
when a clue hints at tongue twisters or poetic devices, such as “Peter
Piper’s pick.” Recognizing alliteration can assist with clues focused on
sound patterns.

Understanding Metaphors and Similes

Metaphors and similes are foundational figures of speech that often appear in
crossword clues. Their ability to convey complex meanings succinctly makes
them popular in puzzle construction. Distinguishing between these two types



of comparisons is key to solving related clues efficiently.

What Is a Metaphor?

A metaphor is a direct comparison that states one thing is another, often
revealing hidden similarities. For example, “Time is a thief” implies that
time steals moments from life. Crossword clues using metaphors may challenge
solvers to identify the implied object or concept rather than the literal
words.

What Is a Simile?

Similes compare two different things explicitly using “like” or "as,” such as
“brave as a lion.” In crossword puzzles, clues referencing similes often
contain these comparative words or phrases, signaling to solvers that the
answer relates to the quality being compared.

Examples of Metaphor and Simile Clues

e “Cloud nine” (metaphor for extreme happiness)

n

e “As sly as a (simile for cunning animals like “fox”)

e “Heart of stone” (metaphor for emotional coldness)

e “Like water off a " (simile meaning easily dismissed, typically
llduck")

Idioms and Their Role in Crossword Puzzles

Idioms represent a significant category of figures of speech frequently used
in crossword clues. Their fixed, non-literal meanings require solvers to have
a strong familiarity with common phrases and cultural expressions.
Recognizing idioms quickly can expedite puzzle solving.

Characteristics of Idioms

Idioms are phrases whose meanings cannot be directly inferred from the
individual words. For instance, “kick the bucket” means “to die,” not
literally kicking a bucket. Crossword clues referencing idioms often hint at
common expressions, colloquialisms, or sayings that have figurative meanings.



Common Idioms in Crossword Clues

e “Bite the bullet” — to endure a painful experience
e “Break the ice” — to initiate conversation

e “Hit the sack” — to go to sleep

e “Let the cat out of the bag” — to reveal a secret

e “Under the weather” — feeling ill

Tips for Identifying Idiomatic Clues

Clues that suggest familiar sayings, involve unusual word combinations, or
seem puzzling when taken literally often point to idioms. Phrases with verbs
that don’t align logically with their objects can also indicate idiomatic
expressions.

Other Rhetorical Devices Used as Crossword
Clues

Beyond metaphors, similes, and idioms, crossword puzzles may feature clues

related to a variety of other figures of speech and rhetorical devices. These
include irony, oxymoron, allusion, euphemism, and onomatopoeia. Understanding
these can broaden a solver’s ability to tackle diverse and challenging clues.

Irony

Irony involves expressing meaning by using language that normally signifies
the opposite, often for humorous or emphatic effect. Crossword clues
referencing irony may involve phrases that contradict the expected meaning,
such as “Great for a rainy day” when implying something unfortunate.

Oxymoron

An oxymoron pairs contradictory terms to create a paradoxical effect, such as
“bittersweet” or “deafening silence.” Clues indicating oxymorons often hint
at opposing or conflicting ideas combined in a single phrase.



Allusion

Allusion refers to an indirect reference to a person, event, or work of
literature. Crossword clues may use allusions to famous stories, historical
events, or cultural references as subtle hints for answers.

Euphemism

Euphemisms are mild or indirect expressions substituted for ones considered
harsh or blunt. Clues involving euphemisms might soften difficult topics,
such as “passed away” instead of “died.” Recognizing euphemisms can help when
clues avoid direct language.

Onomatopoeia

Onomatopoeia refers to words that imitate natural sounds, like “buzz” or
“clang.” Crossword clues related to onomatopoeia often involve sound effects
or auditory hints.

Strategies for Solving Crossword Clues
Involving Figures of Speech

Successfully solving crossword clues based on figures of speech requires a
combination of linguistic knowledge, pattern recognition, and contextual
inference. Employing effective strategies can improve performance and
enjoyment when encountering these clues.

Familiarize with Common Figures of Speech

Building a strong foundation in the definitions and examples of common
figures of speech increases the likelihood of recognizing them in crossword
clues. Regular exposure to idioms, metaphors, and similes in reading and
puzzles enhances this familiarity.

Analyze Clue Wording Carefully

Pay close attention to words that indicate figurative language, such as
“like,” *"as,” "“say,” “figuratively,” or “commonly said.” These often signal
the presence of a figure of speech. Also, note unusual or paradoxical
phrasing that might hint at irony or oxymoron.



Consider the Puzzle’s Theme and Crossing Answers

The overall theme of the crossword and intersecting answers can provide
context clues. Some puzzles focus on idioms or literary devices, narrowing
the scope of possible figures of speech. Cross-checking with known letters
from other answers helps confirm guesses.

Use Process of Elimination

If multiple figures of speech fit the clue, eliminate those that do not align
with the clue’s length or crossing letters. This methodical approach refines

potential answers and increases accuracy.

Practice with Thematic Puzzles

Engaging regularly with puzzles featuring figures of speech and figurative
language enhances pattern recognition and clue interpretation skills. The
more exposure to these clues, the more intuitive solving them becomes.

Summary of Key Strategies

1.

2.

3.

Learn and review common figures of speech.
Look for linguistic indicators in clues.

Use crossing letters for confirmation.

. Pay attention to puzzle themes.

. Practice consistently with relevant puzzles.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are common figures of speech that appear as
crossword clue answers?

Common figures of speech in crosswords include idioms, metaphors, similes,
puns, and alliterations.

How can recognizing a figure of speech help solve a



crossword clue?

Identifying a figure of speech can guide solvers to think beyond literal
meanings and consider metaphorical or symbolic interpretations.

What are typical crossword clue indicators for
figures of speech?

Clues may include words like 'figuratively,' 'metaphorically,' 'sayings,
‘expression,' or phrases suggesting wordplay or non-literal meaning.

Can you give an example of a crossword clue
involving a figure of speech?

A clue like 'It's raining cats and @ (idiom)' would lead to the answer
'dogs,' which is a well-known idiomatic expression.

Why do crossword puzzles use figures of speech in
their clues?

Figures of speech add creativity and challenge, requiring solvers to think
abstractly and interpret clues in multiple ways.

Additional Resources

1. Figurative Language Unlocked: Mastering Crossword Clues

This book delves into the world of figures of speech commonly found in
crossword puzzles. It explains metaphors, similes, idioms, and more,
providing examples and tips to recognize them quickly. Perfect for crossword
enthusiasts looking to sharpen their solving skills through better
understanding of language nuances.

2. The Art of Wordplay: Figures of Speech in Crosswords

Explore how crossword constructors cleverly use figures of speech to craft
challenging clues. This guide breaks down various types of wordplay,
including puns, irony, and hyperbole, with an emphasis on their role in
crossword solving. Readers will gain insight into decoding tricky clues and
enhancing their puzzle-solving strategies.

3. Crossword Clues Decoded: A Guide to Figurative Expressions

A comprehensive resource that categorizes and explains the most common
figurative expressions appearing in crossword puzzles. The book offers
detailed definitions, origins, and examples, helping solvers identify subtle
linguistic hints. It's an essential tool for anyone aiming to improve their
clue interpretation skills.

4. Metaphors and More: Navigating Crossword Figurative Speech



Focused on metaphors and related figures of speech, this book teaches readers
how these devices are frequently employed in crossword clues. It includes
exercises and annotated examples to practice recognizing and understanding
metaphorical language. Ideal for puzzlers who want to deepen their
appreciation of figurative language.

5. Idioms and Expressions: The Crossword Solver’s Toolkit

This book compiles a wide array of idioms and common expressions that often
appear in crosswords. Each entry includes explanations and example clues,
showing how idiomatic phrases are used as hints. It's a practical guide for
solvers looking to expand their vocabulary and clue recognition.

6. Similes, Hyperboles, and Crosswords: A Linguistic Approach

By focusing on similes and hyperboles, this book reveals how exaggeration and
comparison are utilized in crossword clues to mislead or guide solvers. It
provides clear definitions and practice puzzles to hone detection skills. A
useful read for those interested in the linguistic tricks behind crosswords.

7. The Puzzle of Personification: Figuring Out Figures of Speech in
Crosswords

Personification is a common figure of speech used in puzzle clues to add
creativity and challenge. This book explains how personification and other
rhetorical devices function within crosswords, supported by real puzzle
examples. It helps solvers appreciate and decode more imaginative clues.

8. Puns and Paradoxes: Exploring Wordplay in Crossword Clues

This engaging book explores the role of puns and paradoxes as figures of
speech that frequently appear in crossword puzzles. It teaches readers to
identify and interpret these forms of wordplay through detailed explanations
and examples. An excellent resource for anyone who enjoys the witty side of
crossword solving.

9. Unlocking Allusions: Figurative Speech in Crossword Challenges

Allusions often enrich crossword clues with deeper meaning or cultural
references. This book guides solvers through the process of recognizing and
understanding allusions as a figure of speech in puzzles. It offers tips on
improving knowledge of literary, historical, and pop culture references to
boost solving efficiency.
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