
csu general education breadth
csu general education breadth is a foundational component of the California State University
system's undergraduate curriculum designed to ensure that students gain a well-rounded education.
This breadth requirement encompasses a diverse range of disciplines, promoting critical thinking,
communication skills, and cultural awareness. Understanding the structure and purpose of the CSU
general education breadth is essential for students navigating degree requirements and planning
their academic pathways. This article provides an in-depth exploration of the CSU general education
breadth, including its categories, course options, transfer policies, and benefits. Readers will gain
clarity on how this curriculum supports academic success and prepares students for professional and
civic life. The following sections will outline the key elements of the CSU general education breadth
and offer practical guidance for successful completion.

Overview of CSU General Education Breadth Requirements

Categories and Areas of Study Within the General Education Breadth

Course Selection and Approval Process

Transfer Students and CSU General Education Breadth

Benefits of Completing CSU General Education Breadth

Overview of CSU General Education Breadth
Requirements
The CSU general education breadth is a set of lower-division courses that all undergraduate students
must complete to graduate. These courses are designed to provide a comprehensive educational
experience beyond the major field of study. The breadth requirement ensures that students develop
knowledge and skills across multiple disciplines, fostering intellectual versatility and adaptability.
Typically, the CSU general education breadth consists of approximately 48 semester units distributed
across several subject areas. Completion of these requirements is mandatory unless students fulfill an
equivalent general education pattern, such as the Intersegmental General Education Transfer
Curriculum (IGETC) for transfer students. The CSU system regularly reviews and updates the breadth
requirements to maintain academic rigor and relevance to evolving educational standards.

Categories and Areas of Study Within the General
Education Breadth
The CSU general education breadth is organized into five main categories that cover a broad
spectrum of academic disciplines. Each category includes specific subareas requiring students to
complete courses that foster diverse intellectual competencies. The categories are designed to
balance arts, sciences, social sciences, and communication skills to produce well-educated graduates.



Category A: English Language Communication and Critical
Thinking
This category emphasizes effective communication and analytical skills through courses in English
composition, oral communication, and critical thinking. It typically includes:

Oral Communication

Written Communication

Critical Thinking

Category B: Scientific Inquiry and Quantitative Reasoning
Courses in this category develop students' understanding of scientific principles and quantitative
methods. It is divided into:

B1: Physical Science

B2: Life Science

B3: Laboratory Activity

B4: Mathematics/Quantitative Reasoning

Category C: Arts and Humanities
Category C fosters appreciation and critical analysis of cultural, artistic, and philosophical works.
Students select courses from:

C1: Arts

C2: Humanities

Category D: Social Sciences
This area focuses on understanding human behavior, society, and social institutions. Courses may
include topics in history, political science, psychology, and economics, among others.



Category E: Lifelong Learning and Self-Development
Category E encourages personal growth and awareness through courses that promote health,
wellness, and self-understanding.

Course Selection and Approval Process
Choosing courses that satisfy the CSU general education breadth requirements involves careful
planning and consultation with academic advisors. Each CSU campus maintains an approved list of
courses that fulfill the general education categories. Students must ensure that selected courses
meet the criteria and are transferable across campuses within the CSU system.

To assist students, the CSU system provides a General Education Course List, which is periodically
updated. This list identifies courses approved for each breadth category and subarea. Additionally,
students can use the ASSIST website to verify course equivalencies and transferability between
California community colleges and CSU campuses.

The approval process for new courses to be included in the CSU general education breadth involves
rigorous evaluation by curriculum committees to ensure academic quality and relevance. Faculty
review course content, learning outcomes, and alignment with breadth categories before granting
approval.

Transfer Students and CSU General Education Breadth
Transfer students from California community colleges can fulfill the CSU general education breadth
requirement by completing the Intersegmental General Education Transfer Curriculum (IGETC) or the
CSU General Education Breadth pattern. These transfer pathways facilitate a smooth transition to CSU
campuses and help avoid unnecessary repetition of coursework.

IGETC is commonly used for students planning to transfer to either CSU or University of California (UC)
campuses. Completion of IGETC satisfies lower-division general education requirements, but students
should confirm with their intended CSU campus which pattern is preferred or required.

Students transferring without completion of a full general education pattern may need to complete
remaining breadth courses after admission. Academic advising is crucial to ensure timely progress
toward degree completion.

Benefits of Completing CSU General Education Breadth
Completing the CSU general education breadth offers multiple academic and personal benefits. It
equips students with a broad knowledge base and versatile skill set that are valuable in the workforce
and civic engagement. Some notable benefits include:

Enhanced Critical Thinking: Breadth courses develop analytical skills applicable across
professions.

Improved Communication: Emphasis on writing and oral communication prepares students
for effective interaction.



Cultural Competency: Exposure to diverse perspectives fosters social awareness and
empathy.

Academic Flexibility: A broad foundation allows students to explore different fields and adapt
to changing career goals.

Transferability: Standardized breadth requirements facilitate credit transfer within the CSU
system.

Overall, the CSU general education breadth is a critical component of undergraduate education that
supports student success both academically and professionally.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the CSU General Education Breadth requirement?
The CSU General Education Breadth requirement is a set of courses that students must complete to
fulfill lower-division general education requirements for admission to California State University
campuses. It covers areas such as English communication, mathematics, arts, humanities, social
sciences, and physical and biological sciences.

How many units are required to complete the CSU General
Education Breadth?
Typically, students need to complete a minimum of 39 semester units, distributed across five
categories: A) English Language Communication and Critical Thinking, B) Scientific Inquiry and
Quantitative Reasoning, C) Arts and Humanities, D) Social Sciences, and E) Lifelong Learning and Self-
Development.

Can I use the CSU General Education Breadth pattern to
satisfy general education at all CSU campuses?
Yes, completing the CSU General Education Breadth pattern satisfies lower-division general education
requirements for all California State University campuses, allowing students to transfer without
needing to take additional lower-division GE courses.

What is the difference between CSU GE Breadth and IGETC?
CSU GE Breadth is designed specifically for students transferring to California State University
campuses, while IGETC (Intersegmental General Education Transfer Curriculum) is a general
education pattern that satisfies lower-division requirements at both the University of California and
CSU systems. Students should choose the pattern based on their intended transfer institution.



Where can I find a list of courses that fulfill CSU General
Education Breadth requirements?
Course lists for CSU General Education Breadth requirements are typically available on the website of
your community college or California State University campus. Additionally, the CSU Chancellor's
Office website provides resources and approved course lists to help students plan their GE
coursework.

Additional Resources
1. "Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind" by Yuval Noah Harari
This book offers a compelling overview of the history of human beings from the emergence of Homo
sapiens in the Stone Age to the present. It explores how biology and history have defined us and
enhanced our understanding of what it means to be "human." The book touches on themes relevant
to social sciences and humanities, making it a valuable read for general education breadth.

2. "Thinking, Fast and Slow" by Daniel Kahneman
Nobel laureate Daniel Kahneman delves into the two systems that drive our thinking: the fast,
intuitive system and the slow, deliberate system. This book bridges psychology, economics, and
decision science, offering insights into human behavior and cognition. It is particularly relevant to
social sciences and critical thinking courses within the general education framework.

3. "The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks" by Rebecca Skloot
This book tells the true story of Henrietta Lacks, whose cancer cells were taken without her
knowledge and led to numerous scientific breakthroughs. It raises important ethical questions about
medical research, consent, and race. The narrative connects biology, ethics, and history, fitting well
within the natural sciences and social sciences breadth areas.

4. "Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies" by Jared Diamond
Jared Diamond explains how environmental and geographical factors shaped the modern world. The
book synthesizes anthropology, history, and geography to understand societal development and
inequality. It is an excellent resource for courses in social sciences and humanities within CSU's
general education.

5. "The Elements of Style" by William Strunk Jr. and E.B. White
A classic guide to writing clearly and effectively, this book is essential for students aiming to improve
their communication skills. It covers grammar, style, and composition principles that are fundamental
to humanities and communication courses. Mastery of these skills supports success across all
academic disciplines.

6. "Silent Spring" by Rachel Carson
This groundbreaking work alerted the public to the dangers of pesticides and sparked the modern
environmental movement. Carson's writing combines natural sciences with social impact,
emphasizing the interconnectedness of ecology and human health. It is highly relevant to natural
sciences and sustainability studies within the general education curriculum.

7. "The Republic" by Plato
A foundational text in Western philosophy and political theory, "The Republic" explores justice,
governance, and the ideal society. Plato’s dialogues encourage critical thinking about ethics, politics,



and human nature, making it a cornerstone for humanities and social sciences courses. Its themes
remain pertinent to contemporary discussions of civic responsibility.

8. "Freakonomics: A Rogue Economist Explores the Hidden Side of Everything" by Steven D. Levitt
and Stephen J. Dubner
This engaging book uses economic theory to explore unexpected and intriguing questions about
everyday life. It demonstrates how incentives shape behavior in areas from crime to parenting,
promoting analytical thinking relevant to social sciences and quantitative reasoning. The accessible
style makes complex ideas approachable for general education students.

9. "A People's History of the United States" by Howard Zinn
Zinn offers a perspective on American history from the viewpoint of marginalized groups rather than
political and economic elites. This narrative challenges traditional histories and encourages critical
examination of social justice and power dynamics. It is an important text for humanities and social
sciences breadth courses focused on diversity and equity.
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