CSUN APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS

CSUN APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS IS A SPECIALIZED ACADEMIC PROGRAM OFFERED BY CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY,
NORTHRIDGE (CSUN) THAT FOCUSES ON THE SCIENCE OF BEHAVIOR AND ITS PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS. THIS PROGRAM IS
DESIGNED TO EQUIP STUDENTS WITH THE KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS NECESSARY TO IMPLEMENT BEHAVIOR ANALYTIC PRINCIPLES
ACROSS DIVERSE SETTINGS, INCLUDING EDUCATION, HEALTHCARE, AND SOCIAL SERVICES. CSUN’s APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS
CURRICULUM EMPHASIZES EVIDENCE-BASED INTERVENTIONS, ETHICAL PRACTICES, AND RESEARCH METHODS THAT PREPARE
GRADUATES FOR CERTIFICATION AND PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE. THE PROGRAM ALSO PROVIDES OPPORTUNITIES FOR HANDS-ON
EXPERIENCE THROUGH PRACTICUM PLACEMENTS AND COLLABORATION WITH EXPERIENCED FACULTY. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE
KEY ASPECTS OF THE CSUN APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS PROGRAM, INCLUDING ITS CURRICULUM, FACULTY EXPERTISE, CAREER
PROSPECTS, AND THE BENEFITS OF PURSUING THIS SPECIALIZATION AT CSUN. THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS WILL OFFER A
DETAILED OVERVIEW OF WHAT PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS AND PROFESSIONALS CAN EXPECT FROM THIS COMPREHENSIVE PROGRAM.
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OverVIEW ofF THE CSUN APpPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS PROGRAM

THE CSUN APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS PROGRAM IS STRUCTURED TO PROVIDE A ROBUST FOUNDATION IN THE PRINCIPLES AND
TECHNIQUES OF BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS. |T INTEGRATES THEORETICAL KNOWLEDGE WITH PRACTICAL APPLICATION, MAKING IT
SUITABLE FOR STUDENTS AIMING TO BECOME BOARD CERTIFIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSTS (BCBA). THE PROGRAM ALIGNS WITH THE
BeHAVIOR ANALYST CERTIFICATION BoARD (BACB) REQUIREMENTS, ENSURING THAT GRADUATES MEET THE EDUCATIONAL
STANDARDS NECESSARY FOR CERTIFICATION. CSUN’S PROGRAM IS RECOGNIZED FOR ITS EMPHASIS ON REAL-WORLD
APPLICATIONS, PREPARING STUDENTS TO WORK EFFECTIVELY WITH INDIVIDUALS WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES, AUTISM
SPECTRUM DISORDER, AND OTHER BEHAVIORAL CHALLENGES.

ProGrRAM OBJECTIVES

THE PRIMARY GOAL OF THE CSUN APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS PROGRAM IS TO TRAIN COMPETENT PROFESSIONALS CAPABLE OF
DESIGNING, IMPLEMENTING, AND EVALUATING BEHAVIOR ANALYTIC INTERVENTIONS. THE PROGRAM ALSO AIMS TO PROMOTE
ETHICAL DECISION-MAKING AND CULTURAL COMPETENCE AMONG STUDENTS. GRADUATES ARE EXPECTED TO DEMONSTRATE
PROFICIENCY IN BEHAVIOR ASSESSMENT, FUNCTIONAL ANALYSIS, AND DATA-DRIVEN INTERVENTION STRATEGIES.

PROGRAM STRUCTURE

THE STRUCTURE OF THE CSUN APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS PROGRAM TYPICALLY INCLUDES CORE COURSES, ELECTIVES,
PRACTICUM REQUIREMENTS, AND A CAPSTONE OR THESIS PROJECT. THIS COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH ALLOWS STUDENTS TO
DEVELOP A WELL-ROUNDED SKILL SET THAT COVERS BOTH FOUNDATIONAL KNOWLEDGE AND SPECIALIZED EXPERTISE IN BEHAVIOR
ANALYSIS.



CurrIcULUM AND COURSEWORK

THE CURRICULUM OF CSUN APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS IS CAREFULLY DESIGNED TO COVER A WIDE RANGE OF TOPICS ESSENTIAL
FOR UNDERSTANDING AND APPLYING BEHAVIORAL PRINCIPLES. COURSES FOCUS ON THE SCIENCE OF BEHAVIOR, ASSESSMENT
TECHNIQUES, INTERVENTION METHODS, AND ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS. THE COURSEWORK IS REGULARLY UPDATED TO REFLECT
CURRENT RESEARCH AND PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS IN THE FIELD OF APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS.

Core COURSES

INTRODUCTION TO APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS

BEHAVIOR ASSESSMENT AND INTERVENTION

ETHICS AND ProFessioNaL CoNDUCT IN ABA

RESEARCH METHODS IN BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS

ADVANCED TOPICS IN BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS

e BEHAVIORAL INTERVENTIONS FOR AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDERS

THESE CORE COURSES PROVIDE ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE AND HANDS-ON SKILLS THAT STUDENTS CAN APPLY IN CLINICAL,
EDUCATIONAL, AND COMMUNITY SETTINGS.

ELECTIVES AND SPECIALIZATIONS

STUDENTS MAY CHOOSE ELECTIVES THAT BROADEN THEIR EXPERTISE OR FOCUS ON SPECIFIC POPULATIONS OR TECHNIQUES.
EXAMPLES INCLUDE COURSES ON VERBAL BEHAVIOR, ORGANIZATIONAL BEHAVIOR MANAGEMENT, AND BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS IN
SCHOOLS. THIS FLEXIBILITY ALLOWS STUDENTS TO TAILOR THEIR EDUCATION TO THEIR CAREER GOALS.

FACULTY AND RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES

CSUN’S CSUN APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS PROGRAM BOASTS A FACULTY TEAM COMPOSED OF EXPERIENCED AND CREDENTIALED
BEHAVIOR ANALYSTS. FACULTY MEMBERS ARE ACTIVELY INVOLVED IN RESEARCH, CONTRIBUTING TO ADVANCEMENTS IN THE FIELD
AND PROVIDING STUDENTS WITH OPPORTUNITIES TO ENGAGE IN SCHOLARLY PROJECTS.

FACULTY EXPERTISE

THE FACULTY INCLUDES BoARD CERTIFIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSTS AND RESEARCHERS WITH EXPERTISE IN AUTISM INTERVENTION,
BEHAVIORAL ASSESSMENT, AND ETHICAL PRACTICE. THEIR GUIDANCE ENSURES THAT STUDENTS RECEIVE MENTORSHIP GROUNDED IN
BOTH ACADEMIC RIGOR AND PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE.

ReseARCH AND COLLABORATION

STUDENTS IN THE CSUN APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS PROGRAM HAVE ACCESS TO RESEARCH PROJECTS THAT EXPLORE
INNOVATIVE TREATMENT APPROACHES AND BEHAVIORAL OUTCOMES. COLLABORATIVE OPPORTUNITIES WITH LOCAL CLINICS
AND ORGANIZATIONS ENHANCE THE APPLICABILITY OF RESEARCH FINDINGS AND FOSTER PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT.



PRACTICUM AND FIELDWORK EXPERIENCE

PRACTICUM AND FIELDWORK ARE INTEGRAL COMPONENTS OF THE CSUN APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS PROGRAM, PROVIDING
STUDENTS WITH DIRECT EXPERIENCE IN APPLYING BEHAVIORAL PRINCIPLES UNDER SUPERVISION. THESE PRACTICAL EXPERIENCES
ARE ESSENTIAL FOR DEVELOPING CLINICAL COMPETENCE AND FULFILLING BACB CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS.

PrRACTICUM PLACEMENTS

CSUN PARTNERS WITH VARIOUS COMMUNITY AGENCIES, SCHOOLS, AND HEALTHCARE PROVIDERS TO OFFER PRACTICUM
PLACEMENTS. THESE SETTINGS EXPOSE STUDENTS TO DIVERSE POPULATIONS, INCLUDING INDIVIDUALS WITH DEVELOPMENTAL
DISABILITIES, CHILDREN WITH AUTISM, AND ADULTS REQUIRING BEHAVIORAL SUPPORT.

SUPERVISED FIELDWORK

SUPERVISED FIELDWORK ENSURES THAT STUDENTS RECEIVE FEEDBACK AND GUIDANCE FROM QUALIFIED PROFESSIONALS. THIS
MENTORSHIP FACILITATES SKILL DEVELOPMENT IN BEHAVIOR ASSESSMENT, INTERVENTION PLANNING, AND DATA ANALYSIS,
PREPARING STUDENTS FOR INDEPENDENT PRACTICE.

CerTIFICATION AND CAREER PROSPECTS

GRADUATES OF THE CSUN APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS PROGRAM ARE WELL-PREPARED TO PURSUE BOARD CERTIFIED BEHAVIOR
ANALYST (BCBA) CERTIFICATION. THIS CREDENTIAL SIGNIFICANTLY ENHANCES EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES AND PROFESSIONAL
CREDIBILITY IN THE FIELD OF BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS.

BCBA CERTIFICATION PREPARATION

THE PROGRAM’S CURRICULUM ALIGNS WITH BACB EXAM CONTENT, COVERING REQUIRED COURSEWORK AND SUPERVISED
EXPERIENCE HOURS. THIS ALIGNMENT INCREASES THE LIKELIHOOD OF SUCCESS ON THE CERTIFICATION EXAM AND READINESS FOR
PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

PROFESSIONALS TRAINED IN CSUN APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS CAN FIND EMPLOYMENT IN A VARIETY OF SETTINGS, INCLUDING:

® PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SCHOOLS
® HEALTHCARE FACILITIES

e EARLY INTERVENTION PROGRAMS

RESIDENTIAL TREATMENT CENTERS
e COMMUNITY AGENCIES

® PRIVATE PRACTICE

THE DEMAND FOR QUALIFIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSTS CONTINUES TO GROW/, DRIVEN BY INCREASED AW ARENESS OF BEHAVIORAL
HEALTH AND EDUCATIONAL NEEDS.



BENEFITS OF STUDYING APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS AT CSUN

CHoosING CSUN FOR APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS OFFERS NUMEROUS ADVANTAGES THAT CONTRIBUTE TO ACADEMIC
SUCCESS AND PROFESSIONAL READINESS. THE PROGRAM’S COMPREHENSIVE CURRICULUM, EXPERIENCED FACULTY, AND STRONG
COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS CREATE AN OPTIMAL LEARNING ENVIRONMENT.

ACCREDITATION AND RECOGNITION

CSUN’s APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS PROGRAM IS RECOGNIZED FOR MEETING RIGOROUS ACADEMIC STANDARDS AND BACB
REQUIREMENTS. THIS RECOGNITION ASSURES STUDENTS AND EMPLOYERS OF THE QUALITY AND RELEVANCE OF THE EDUCATION
PROVIDED.

SUPPORTIVE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT

STUDENTS BENEFIT FROM SMALL CLASS SIZES, PERSONALIZED ADVISING, AND ACCESS TO RESOURCES SUCH AS RESEARCH LABS
AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOPS. THIS SUPPORTIVE ENVIRONMENT FOSTERS STUDENT ENGAGEMENT AND
ACHIEVEMENT.

NETWORKING AND PROFESSIONAL GROWTH

THE PROGRAM ENCOURAGES NETWORKING THROUGH CONFERENCES, SEMINARS, AND PARTNERSHIPS WITH LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS.
THESE OPPORTUNITIES ENABLE STUDENTS TO BUILD PROFESSIONAL RELATIONSHIPS AND STAY CURRENT WITH INDUSTRY TRENDS.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS (ABA) PrRoGRAM AT CSUN?P

THE ABA PROGRAM AT CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, NORTHRIDGE (CSUN) OFFERS SPECIALIZED TRAINING IN BEHAVIOR
ANALYSIS, PREPARING STUDENTS FOR CAREERS IN THERAPY, EDUCATION, AND RESEARCH FOCUSED ON BEHAVIOR MODIFICATION
AND INTERVENTION.

Does CSUN’s ABA PROGRAM PREPARE STUDENTS FOR BoARD CERTIFIED BEHAVIOR
ANALYST (BCBA) CERTIFICATION?

Yes, CSUN’s ABA PROGRAM IS DESIGNED TO MEET THE COURSEWORK REQUIREMENTS NECESSARY TO SIT FOR THE BCBA
CERTIFICATION EXAM, PROVIDING STUDENTS WITH THE FOUNDATIONAL KNOWLEDGE AND SUPERVISED EXPERIENCE.

\WHAT DEGREES DOES CSUN OFFER IN APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS?

CSUN oFFErRS A MASTER OF SCIENCE DEGREE WITH A SPECIALIZATION IN APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS, AS WELL AS
CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS FOCUSED ON ABA PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICES.

ARE THERE ONLINE OPTIONS AVAILABLE FOR CSUN’'s ABA PROGRAM?

CSUN PROVIDES SOME COURSES AND CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS IN APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS THROUGH ONLINE OR HYBRID
FORMATS, ALLOWING FLEXIBLE LEARNING OPTIONS FOR STUDENTS.



WHAT CAREER OPPORTUNITIES CAN GRADUATES OF CSUN’s ABA PROGRAM EXPECT?

GRADUATES CAN PURSUE CAREERS AS BoARD CERTIFIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSTS, BEHAVIOR THERAPISTS, SPECIAL EDUCATION
CONSULTANTS, OR WORK IN VARIOUS SETTINGS SUCH AS SCHOOLS, CLINICS, AND HEALTHCARE FACILITIES.

How poes CSUN SUPPORT STUDENTS IN GAINING PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE IN ABA?P

CSUN FACILITATES SUPERVISED FIELDWORK AND PRACTICUM PLACEMENTS THAT ALLOW STUDENTS TO GAIN HANDS-ON
EXPERIENCE APPLYING ABA TECHNIQUES UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF CERTIFIED PROFESSIONALS.

Is THE ABA PROGRAM AT CSUN ACCREDITED?

CSUN’s ABA PROGRAM MEETS THE COURSEWORK STANDARDS SET BY THE BEHAVIOR ANALYST CERTIFICATION BOARD
(BACB)/ ENSURING THE PROGRAM'S QUALITY AND RELEVANCE FOR CERTIFICATION PURPOSES.

W/HAT PREREQUISITES ARE REQUIRED FOR ADMISSION INTO CSUN’s ABA GRADUATE
PROGRAM?

APPLICANTS TYPICALLY NEED A BACHELOR'S DEGREE IN PSYCHOLOGY, EDUCATION, OR A RELATED FIELD, ALONG WITH
PREREQUISITES IN BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS OR RELATED COURSEWORK, AND MUST MEET CSUN’S GENERAL GRADUATE ADMISSION
CRITERIA.

Does CSUN OFFER FINANCIAL AID OR SCHOLARSHIPS FOR ABA STUDENTS?

YES/ CSUN OFFERS VARIOUS FINANCIAL AID OPTIONS AND SCHOLARSHIPS FOR GRADUATE STUDENTS, INCLUDING THOSE
ENROLLED IN THE ABA PROGRAM, TO HELP SUPPORT THEIR EDUCATIONAL EXPENSES.

How CAN PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS LEARN MORE ABOUT CSUN’s ABA PROGRAM?

PrOSPECTIVE STUDENTS CAN VISIT CSUN's oFFICIAL WEBSITE, ATTEND INFORMATION SESSIONS, CONTACT THE DEPARTMENT
DIRECTLY, OR SPEAK WITH ACADEMIC ADVISORS TO GET DETAILED INFORMATION ABOUT THE ABA PROGRAM.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS: PRINCIPLES AND PROCEDURES

THIS BOOK OFFERS A COMPREHENSIVE INTRODUCTION TO THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES AND PROCEDURES OF APPLIED BEHAVIOR
ANALYSIS (ABA). IT COVERS ESSENTIAL CONCEPTS SUCH AS REINFORCEMENT, PUNISHMENT, AND BEHAVIOR MODIFICATION
TECHNIQUES. IDEAL FOR STUDENTS AND PRACTITIONERS, IT BRIDGES THEORY WITH PRACTICAL APPLICATION, MAKING IT HIGHLY
RELEVANT FOR THOSE STUDYING ABA AT CSUN.

2. BEHAVIORAL INTERVENTION FOR CHILDREN WITH AUTISM

Focusep oN ABA STRATEGIES SPECIFICALLY TAILORED FOR CHILDREN WITH AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER, THIS BOOK PROVIDES
EVIDENCE-BASED METHODS FOR IMPROVING COMMUNICATION, SOCIAL SKILLS, AND ADAPTIVE BEHAVIOR. | T INCLUDES CASE
STUDIES AND INTERVENTION PLANS THAT REFLECT CURRENT BEST PRACTICES IN THE FIELD. THIS RESOURCE IS VALUABLE FOR
CSUN STUDENTS SPECIALIZING IN AUTISM INTERVENTIONS.

3. ETHICS FOR BEHAVIOR ANALYSTS

THIS TEXT ADDRESSES THE ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS AND PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS CRUCIAL TO PRACTICING APPLIED
BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS RESPONSIBLY. |T DISCUSSES THE BEHAVIOR ANALYST CERTIFICATION BoArD (BACB) GUIDELINES AND
REAL-WORLD ETHICAL DILEMMAS PRACTITIONERS MAY FACE. CSUN STUDENTS BENEFIT FROM THIS GUIDE AS THEY PREPARE FOR
ETHICAL DECISION-MAKING IN THEIR CAREERS.

4. SINGLE-CASE RESEARCH DESIGNS IN ABA
A DETAILED EXPLORATION OF RESEARCH METHODOLOGIES USED IN APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS, THIS BOOK EMPHASIZES SINGLE-



CASE DESIGNS THAT ARE CENTRAL TO ABA RESEARCH AND PRACTICE. |T GUIDES READERS THROUGH DESIGNING, IMPLEMENTING,
AND INTERPRETING BEHAVIOR ANALYTIC RESEARCH STUDIES. CSUN STUDENTS GAIN CRITICAL SKILLS FOR CONDUCTING AND
EVALUATING RESEARCH IN APPLIED SETTINGS.

5. VErBAL BEHAVIOR: DEVELOPMENT AND APPLICATIONS

THIS BOOK DELVES INTO THE ANALYSIS OF VERBAL BEHAVIOR AND ITS DEVELOPMENT, HIGHLIGHTING SKINNER’S VERBAL BEHAVIOR
FRAMEWORK. | T OFFERS PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS FOR TEACHING LANGUAGE AND COMMUNICATION SKILLS USING ABA
TECHNIQUES. STUDENTS AT CSUN STUDYING LANGUAGE INTERVENTIONS WILL FIND THIS RESOURCE PARTICULARLY INSIGHTFUL.

6. FUNCTIONAL BEHAVIOR ASSESSMENT: A STEP-BY-S5TEP GUIDE

PROVIDING A SYSTEMATIC APPROACH TO IDENTIFYING THE CAUSES OF CHALLENGING BEHAVIORS, THIS BOOK COVERS THE
PROCESSES INVOLVED IN CONDUCTING FUNCTIONAL BEHAVIOR ASSESSMENTS (FBA). IT INCLUDES TOOLS, DATA COLLECTION
METHODS, AND INTERVENTION PLANNING STRATEGIES. CSUN STUDENTS LEARN HOW TO EFFECTIVELY ASSESS AND ADDRESS
BEHAVIORAL ISSUES IN DIVERSE POPULATIONS.

7. BEHAVIORAL SKILLS TRAINING: TECHNIQUES AND APPLICATIONS

THIS BOOK OUTLINES THE COMPONENTS OF BEHAVIORAL SKILLS TRAINING (BST) INCLUDING INSTRUCTIONS, MODELING,
REHEARSAL, AND FEEDBACK. |T EXPLAINS HOW BST CAN BE USED ACROSS VARIOUS SETTINGS SUCH AS EDUCATION,
HEALTHCARE, AND ORGANIZATIONAL BEHAVIOR MANAGEMENT. CSUN ABA STUDENTS BENEFIT FROM UNDERSTANDING THESE
TECHNIQUES FOR SKILL ACQUISITION AND BEHAVIOR CHANGE.

8. EARLY INTENSIVE BEHAVIORAL INTERVENTION FOR AUTISM

FOCUSING ON EARLY INTERVENTION, THIS TEXT REVIEWS INTENSIVE ABA PROGRAMS DESIGNED FOR YOUNG CHILDREN DIAGNOSED
WITH AUTISM. |T DISCUSSES PROGRAM DESIGN, IMPLEMENTATION, AND OUTCOME MEASUREMENT TO MAXIMIZE DEVELOPMENTAL
PROGRESS. CSUN STUDENTS FOCUSING ON EARLY CHILDHOOD INTERVENTIONS WILL FIND THIS BOOK A CRITICAL RESOURCE.

Q. ORGANIZATIONAL BEHAVIOR MANAGEMENT IN ABA

THIS BOOK APPLIES ABA PRINCIPLES TO IMPROVE PERFORMANCE AND SAFETY WITHIN ORGANIZATIONS. |T COVERS TOPICS SUCH
AS BEHAVIOR-BASED SAFETY, PERFORMANCE FEEDBACK, AND EMPLOYEE MOTIVATION STRATEGIES. CSUN STUDENTS INTERESTED
IN EXPANDING ABA APPLICATIONS BEYOND CLINICAL SETTINGS WILL FIND THIS BOOK PARTICULARLY USEFUL.
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