
cubs spring training trips
cubs spring training trips represent an exciting opportunity for baseball enthusiasts to witness the
Chicago Cubs prepare for the upcoming Major League Baseball season in a vibrant, sunny setting.
These trips offer fans a chance to see their favorite players up close, enjoy the relaxed atmosphere of
spring training games, and explore the local culture of the host city. Whether attending games at the
Cubs’ spring training facility or exploring the surrounding area, visitors can experience an engaging
mix of sports and leisure. This article provides a comprehensive guide to planning and enjoying cubs
spring training trips, including details about the venues, travel tips, accommodations, and additional
activities. With a focus on optimizing your experience, this guide covers everything needed for a
memorable spring training adventure.
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Overview of Cubs Spring Training
Cubs spring training trips are centered around the Chicago Cubs’ preseason preparation games held
annually in a warm and inviting location. The Cubs conduct their spring training in the Cactus League,
primarily based in Arizona. This league hosts multiple teams and provides an ideal environment for
players to hone their skills before the regular season begins. Spring training games are less formal
than regular season games, creating a fan-friendly atmosphere where attendees can interact with
players and enjoy a more relaxed ballpark experience.

Location and Facilities
The Chicago Cubs hold their spring training at Sloan Park in Mesa, Arizona. Sloan Park is one of the
largest spring training stadiums in Major League Baseball and offers modern amenities, excellent
seating, and a family-friendly environment. The stadium features vibrant fan zones, multiple
concession stands, and a variety of entertainment options during game days. Its location in Mesa
enables easy access to nearby attractions and provides ample opportunities for tourists to explore the
local culture.

Spring Training Schedule and Format
The Cubs spring training schedule typically runs from late February through March, culminating just



before the start of the regular season. During this period, the Cubs play numerous exhibition games
against other Cactus League teams. The format allows for roster experimentation and player
evaluation, which means fans can see emerging talent alongside established stars. This schedule also
gives travelers flexibility in planning their trips, as games are spread out over several weeks.

Planning Your Cubs Spring Training Trip
Organizing a successful cubs spring training trip requires careful planning to maximize the
experience. Key factors to consider include selecting game dates, purchasing tickets, arranging
transportation, and preparing for the climate. Early preparation ensures access to preferred seating
and accommodations, while also allowing time to coordinate additional activities.

Choosing Game Dates
Deciding when to attend a Cubs spring training game depends on personal preferences and
availability. Weekday games often offer a quieter experience with smaller crowds, whereas weekend
games tend to be more festive with larger attendance. Fans interested in special events, such as
player autograph sessions or themed game nights, should consult the official spring training schedule
to align their trip accordingly.

Ticket Purchasing Tips
Tickets for Cubs spring training games can be purchased through official team outlets or authorized
sellers. It is advisable to buy tickets well in advance due to high demand, especially for popular
matchups and weekend games. Options range from general admission to premium seating, with some
packages offering exclusive access to club areas or hospitality zones. Securing tickets early also helps
in budgeting for the trip.

Transportation and Accessibility
Most fans traveling to Sloan Park will arrive via Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport, followed by a
drive or shuttle to Mesa. Renting a car provides flexibility for exploring the area and visiting nearby
attractions. For those preferring public transportation, local bus services and rideshare options are
available. Sloan Park offers ample parking, but arriving early is recommended to avoid congestion on
game days.

Top Attractions During Cubs Spring Training Trips
Beyond the baseball games, cubs spring training trips provide opportunities to experience the unique
offerings of Mesa and the surrounding Arizona region. Visitors can combine sports with cultural
exploration, outdoor activities, and culinary adventures.



Exploring Mesa and the Cactus League
Mesa boasts a rich cultural scene with art galleries, museums, and historic sites. The Mesa Arts
Center, for example, hosts exhibitions and performances throughout the spring training season.
Additionally, fans can visit other Cactus League stadiums nearby to catch multiple games in a short
period, making it a comprehensive baseball experience.

Outdoor and Recreational Activities
The warm Arizona climate encourages outdoor activities such as hiking, biking, and golf. Popular spots
near Mesa include Usery Mountain Regional Park and the Salt River for kayaking or tubing. These
experiences complement the baseball itinerary and provide relaxation and adventure for travelers.

Dining and Local Cuisine
Mesa offers a diverse range of dining options, from casual eateries to upscale restaurants. Signature
southwestern cuisine, featuring dishes like carne asada, enchiladas, and fresh seafood, is widely
available. Sampling local flavors enhances the overall enjoyment of cubs spring training trips by
connecting visitors to the region’s culinary heritage.

Accommodations and Travel Tips
Choosing the right accommodations and preparing for the trip’s logistics are critical components of a
smooth cubs spring training trip. Mesa provides a variety of lodging options suitable for different
budgets and preferences.

Hotel Options Near Sloan Park
Many hotels within close proximity to Sloan Park cater specifically to spring training visitors. These
accommodations often offer shuttle services to the stadium and special packages that include game
tickets. Options range from budget motels to luxury resorts, ensuring every traveler can find suitable
lodging.

Booking Strategies and Seasonal Considerations
Spring training season coincides with a busy travel period in Arizona, so early booking is essential.
Travelers should consider weekday stays to benefit from better rates and less crowded facilities.
Additionally, checking for cancellation policies and flexible booking terms is advisable in case of
schedule changes.

Packing and Weather Preparation
The Arizona climate during spring training is generally warm and dry, with daytime temperatures



typically ranging from the mid-70s to low 80s (°F). Light clothing, sun protection such as hats and
sunscreen, and comfortable walking shoes are recommended. Evening temperatures can be cooler,
so packing a light jacket is also prudent.

Additional Activities and Experiences
Enhancing cubs spring training trips with unique experiences can create lasting memories. Visitors
have access to fan events, local festivals, and opportunities to engage with the Cubs community in
meaningful ways.

Fan Interaction and Special Events
Throughout the spring training season, the Cubs organization hosts various fan engagement
activities, including meet-and-greets, autograph sessions, and youth clinics. Participating in these
events allows fans to connect more deeply with the team and enjoy exclusive experiences beyond the
game.

Nearby Attractions and Day Trips
For travelers wanting to explore further, day trips to Phoenix, Scottsdale, or even the Grand Canyon
are feasible from Mesa. Each destination offers distinct attractions, from urban cultural experiences to
breathtaking natural landscapes, complementing the sports-focused itinerary.

Shopping and Souvenirs
Sloan Park and surrounding areas feature merchandise shops where fans can purchase Cubs
memorabilia. Local markets and boutiques also provide unique souvenirs, including handcrafted items
and Arizona-themed gifts. Collecting keepsakes adds a personal touch to cubs spring training trips
and serves as a reminder of the visit.

Plan travel dates around the Cubs spring training schedule for optimal game selection.

Book accommodations early to secure the best rates and locations.

Consider renting a car for greater mobility and access to regional attractions.

Prepare for warm weather with appropriate clothing and sun protection.

Engage in fan events and explore local culture to enrich the overall experience.



Frequently Asked Questions

When does the Chicago Cubs' 2024 spring training begin?
The Chicago Cubs' 2024 spring training officially begins in mid-February, with the first full workout
typically scheduled around February 15th.

Where do the Cubs hold their spring training camps?
The Chicago Cubs hold their spring training at the Sloan Park facility in Mesa, Arizona.

How can fans attend Cubs spring training games?
Fans can purchase tickets for Cubs spring training games online through the team's official website or
at the Sloan Park box office in Mesa, Arizona.

What are some popular activities for Cubs fans during spring
training trips?
Popular activities include watching live games, visiting Sloan Park, meeting players during autograph
sessions, exploring Mesa's local dining, and taking guided tours of the training facilities.

Are there any special Cubs spring training events or
promotions?
Yes, the Cubs often host fan appreciation days, themed game nights, and autograph sessions during
spring training to enhance the fan experience.

What is the best time to book a trip to see the Cubs during
spring training?
Booking a trip in early winter, around December or January, is recommended to secure
accommodations and tickets at the best rates.

How long do Cubs spring training trips typically last?
Most Cubs spring training trips last between 3 to 7 days, allowing fans to see multiple games and
explore the Mesa area.

What accommodations are available near Sloan Park for Cubs
spring training visitors?
Mesa and nearby areas offer a range of accommodations including hotels, vacation rentals, and
resorts to suit different budgets.



Can fans meet Cubs players during spring training trips?
Yes, fans often have opportunities to meet players during autograph sessions, batting practice, and
fan events held throughout spring training.

Are there any travel packages available for Cubs spring
training trips?
Several travel agencies and tour operators offer Cubs spring training packages that include game
tickets, hotel stays, and transportation.

Additional Resources
1. Spring Training Stories: Cubs on the Road
This book takes readers behind the scenes of the Chicago Cubs' annual spring training trips. It
combines player interviews, historical anecdotes, and vivid descriptions of the ballparks in Arizona
and Florida. Fans will enjoy reliving memorable moments and discovering the traditions that make
these trips special.

2. Blue and Wrigley: Cubs’ Spring Training Adventures
Explore the journey of the Cubs as they prepare for the season during spring training. The book
highlights the challenges and triumphs faced by players and coaches while showcasing the
camaraderie and excitement of the trip. It also includes detailed accounts of games, fan interactions,
and local culture.

3. From Wrigley to the Desert: Cubs’ Spring Training Chronicles
This title offers a comprehensive look at the Cubs’ transition from their iconic home stadium to the
warm spring training venues. Readers will find engaging player profiles, travel stories, and insights
into how the team fine-tunes their strategies before the regular season. A must-read for devoted Cubs
supporters.

4. Cubs Camp: Inside Spring Training
Delve into the day-to-day experiences of the Chicago Cubs during spring training. The book reveals
the rigorous practice sessions, team meetings, and the friendly competition among players striving to
make the roster. It’s an intimate portrait of baseball preparation and team spirit.

5. Springtime at Sloan Park: Cubs’ Preseason Journey
Focused on the Cubs’ home spring training facility, Sloan Park, this book captures the energy and
atmosphere surrounding the preseason. Readers get a glimpse of fan traditions, player development,
and community events that define the Cubs’ spring training experience. Beautiful photography
complements the narrative.

6. Road Trip with the Cubs: Spring Training Escapades
Join the Cubs as they embark on their spring training road trips across various cities. The book
chronicles the travel logistics, hotel stays, and local dining experiences, giving fans a sense of life on
the road. It’s filled with humorous stories and heartfelt moments from players and staff.

7. Pitching and Preparation: Cubs’ Spring Training Insights
This book zeroes in on the pitching staff’s routines and challenges during spring training. With expert



analysis and player interviews, readers gain a deeper understanding of how pitchers prepare for the
season ahead. It also covers injury prevention, mechanics, and mental conditioning.

8. Cubs Spring Training: A Fan’s Perspective
Written from the viewpoint of a devoted Cubs fan, this book recounts the excitement and joy of
attending spring training games. It highlights fan traditions, autograph sessions, and the overall
festive atmosphere. The author shares tips for making the most of a Cubs spring training trip.

9. Legends of Cubs Spring Training
Celebrate the legendary players and iconic moments from Cubs spring training history. This book
features stories of Hall of Famers, unforgettable plays, and the evolution of spring training over the
decades. It’s a nostalgic tribute that connects past and present Cubs fans.
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