
cuny school of medicine pa program
cuny school of medicine pa program is an innovative initiative designed to address the growing
demand for physician assistants in healthcare. This program integrates rigorous academic training
with clinical experience to prepare students for dynamic careers in medicine. Focused on producing
competent and compassionate healthcare professionals, the CUNY School of Medicine PA program
emphasizes diversity, community engagement, and interdisciplinary learning. Prospective students
will find comprehensive information on admission requirements, curriculum structure, and career
opportunities within this article. Additionally, insights into the program’s unique features and its
alignment with healthcare industry standards are provided. The following sections explore essential
aspects of the program to guide applicants and stakeholders alike.
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Overview of the CUNY School of Medicine PA Program
The CUNY School of Medicine PA program offers a comprehensive education designed to equip
students with the knowledge and skills necessary to excel as physician assistants. This program is
part of the City University of New York system, which is renowned for its commitment to accessible,
high-quality education. The PA program focuses on a patient-centered approach, integrating basic
sciences, clinical medicine, and health systems training. It aims to prepare graduates to deliver high-
quality care in diverse healthcare settings, including underserved communities.

Graduates of the program are expected to meet the standards set by the National Commission on
Certification of Physician Assistants (NCCPA) and are prepared to take the Physician Assistant National
Certifying Exam (PANCE). The CUNY School of Medicine PA program also emphasizes cultural
competence and interprofessional collaboration, which are critical in today’s healthcare environment.

Admission Requirements and Application Process
Admission to the CUNY School of Medicine PA program is competitive and requires applicants to meet
specific academic and experiential prerequisites. The program seeks candidates with strong academic
backgrounds, healthcare experience, and a demonstrated commitment to serving diverse
populations.



Academic Prerequisites
Applicants must have completed a bachelor’s degree from an accredited institution. The prerequisite
courses typically include:

General Biology with lab

General Chemistry with lab

Organic Chemistry or Biochemistry

Anatomy and Physiology

Microbiology

Statistics or Biostatistics

Minimum GPA requirements are established to ensure academic readiness, often around 3.0 or higher
on a 4.0 scale.

Healthcare Experience
Applicants are required to have direct patient care experience, which can include roles such as
medical assistant, EMT, nurse, or other healthcare positions. This experience ensures familiarity with
clinical environments and patient interaction.

Application Process
The application process involves submission through the Central Application Service for Physician
Assistants (CASPA). Applicants must provide transcripts, letters of recommendation, a personal
statement, and documentation of healthcare experience. Selected candidates undergo interviews to
assess interpersonal skills, motivation, and suitability for the PA profession.

Curriculum and Academic Structure
The curriculum of the CUNY School of Medicine PA program is structured to combine foundational
medical sciences with clinical practice. The program typically spans approximately 27 months and is
divided into didactic and clinical phases.

Didactic Phase
The didactic portion encompasses classroom and laboratory instruction, covering subjects such as:

Human Anatomy and Physiology



Pathophysiology

Pharmacology

Clinical Medicine and Diagnostics

Behavioral Sciences and Ethics

Evidence-Based Medicine

This phase emphasizes critical thinking, problem-solving, and application of medical knowledge to
patient care scenarios.

Clinical Phase
Following the didactic coursework, students transition to clinical rotations in various specialties,
including:

Family Medicine

Pediatrics

Internal Medicine

Emergency Medicine

Surgery

Psychiatry

Obstetrics and Gynecology

These rotations provide hands-on experience under the supervision of licensed physicians and
experienced PAs, allowing students to develop practical skills and clinical judgment.

Clinical Training and Experiential Learning
Clinical training is a cornerstone of the CUNY School of Medicine PA program, designed to ensure
graduates are practice-ready. The program collaborates with a network of healthcare facilities across
New York City to offer diverse clinical placement opportunities.

Clinical Sites and Partnerships
Students gain experience in hospitals, community health centers, outpatient clinics, and specialty
practices. These settings expose students to a broad patient demographic, including underserved and



multicultural populations, aligning with the program’s mission to improve healthcare access.

Skills Development
The clinical phase focuses on refining essential physician assistant competencies such as:

Physical examination techniques

Diagnostic reasoning

Patient communication and education

Procedural skills

Collaborative healthcare delivery

Regular evaluations and feedback from clinical preceptors ensure continuous improvement and
readiness for certification.

Faculty and Resources
The CUNY School of Medicine PA program boasts a dedicated faculty composed of experienced
clinicians, educators, and researchers. Faculty members are committed to fostering a supportive
learning environment and staying current with medical advancements and teaching methodologies.

Faculty Expertise
Faculty members bring diverse backgrounds in various medical specialties, providing students with
comprehensive mentorship and guidance throughout their education. Their expertise contributes to a
curriculum that is both evidence-based and relevant to modern clinical practice.

Facilities and Learning Resources
The program utilizes state-of-the-art classrooms, simulation labs, and technology-enhanced learning
tools. Simulation centers allow students to practice clinical scenarios in a controlled environment,
enhancing their diagnostic and procedural skills before entering real-world settings.

Career Outcomes and Professional Development
Graduates of the CUNY School of Medicine PA program are well-prepared to enter the workforce as
competent physician assistants. The program’s emphasis on clinical excellence and community health
positions alumni for success in various healthcare environments.



Certification and Licensure
Upon completion of the program, graduates are eligible to sit for the PANCE. Passing this exam is
required for national certification and licensure to practice as a PA in the United States.

Employment Opportunities
Graduates typically find employment in diverse settings, such as:

Hospitals and medical centers

Primary care clinics

Specialty medical practices

Community health organizations

Urgent care facilities

The program’s strong clinical affiliations and reputation facilitate job placement and career
advancement.

Continuing Education and Professional Growth
The CUNY School of Medicine encourages lifelong learning and supports graduates in pursuing
continuing medical education (CME), specialty certifications, and leadership roles within the
healthcare field.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the CUNY School of Medicine PA program?
The CUNY School of Medicine PA program is a physician assistant training program offered by the City
University of New York. It provides a rigorous curriculum designed to prepare students for a career as
certified physician assistants.

What are the admission requirements for the CUNY School of
Medicine PA program?
Admission requirements typically include a bachelor's degree, prerequisite coursework in sciences,
healthcare experience, letters of recommendation, a personal statement, and a competitive GRE
score. Specific requirements may vary, so it's important to check the official CUNY School of Medicine
PA program website for the most current details.



How long is the PA program at CUNY School of Medicine?
The PA program at CUNY School of Medicine generally takes about 24 to 27 months to complete,
including both classroom instruction and clinical rotations.

Is the CUNY School of Medicine PA program accredited?
Yes, the CUNY School of Medicine PA program is accredited by the Accreditation Review Commission
on Education for the Physician Assistant (ARC-PA), ensuring it meets national standards for PA
education.

What clinical rotation opportunities are available in the CUNY
School of Medicine PA program?
Students in the CUNY School of Medicine PA program participate in diverse clinical rotations across
various specialties such as family medicine, emergency medicine, surgery, pediatrics, and internal
medicine, often within New York City healthcare facilities.

What career support does the CUNY School of Medicine PA
program offer to its graduates?
The program offers career services including job placement assistance, resume and interview
preparation, networking opportunities with healthcare providers, and guidance on obtaining licensure
and certification for physician assistants.

Additional Resources
1. Physician Assistant Education at CUNY School of Medicine: A Comprehensive Guide
This book provides an in-depth overview of the PA program at the CUNY School of Medicine, detailing
the curriculum, clinical training, and unique aspects of the program. It serves as a valuable resource
for prospective students seeking to understand the program’s structure and expectations.
Additionally, it covers admission requirements and tips for success throughout the rigorous training.

2. Clinical Skills for CUNY PA Students: From Fundamentals to Advanced Practice
Designed specifically for students enrolled in the CUNY PA program, this textbook emphasizes
essential clinical skills needed for effective patient care. It includes step-by-step procedures, case
studies, and practical tips to enhance hands-on learning. The book also integrates evidence-based
practices tailored to the program’s clinical rotations.

3. Evidence-Based Medicine in the CUNY Physician Assistant Curriculum
This book explores the integration of evidence-based medicine principles within the CUNY PA
curriculum. It guides students on how to critically appraise research, apply clinical guidelines, and
incorporate the latest medical evidence into patient care. The text encourages a scholarly approach
to clinical decision-making vital for PA practice.

4. Pharmacology and Therapeutics for CUNY PA Students
Focusing on pharmacological concepts essential for physician assistants, this book aligns with the
coursework and clinical demands of the CUNY PA program. It covers drug mechanisms, interactions,



and therapeutic uses, with case examples relevant to diverse patient populations encountered in the
program. The text aids students in mastering medication management and patient safety.

5. Professionalism and Ethics in the CUNY School of Medicine PA Program
This volume addresses the ethical challenges and professional responsibilities faced by PA students
and practitioners. It discusses topics such as patient confidentiality, informed consent, and
interprofessional collaboration within the context of the CUNY PA program. The book promotes the
development of a strong ethical foundation for future healthcare providers.

6. Interprofessional Collaboration and Team-Based Care in CUNY PA Training
Emphasizing the importance of teamwork in healthcare, this book highlights how the CUNY PA
program fosters interprofessional education. It details strategies for effective communication and
collaboration among healthcare professionals to improve patient outcomes. Case examples illustrate
real-world applications of these concepts in clinical settings.

7. Preparing for the Physician Assistant National Certifying Exam: A CUNY PA Program Perspective
Tailored for students at the CUNY PA program, this guide offers comprehensive preparation strategies
for the PANCE exam. It includes practice questions, test-taking tips, and content reviews aligned with
the program’s curriculum. The book aims to boost students’ confidence and readiness for certification.

8. Community Health and Primary Care in the CUNY PA Curriculum
This book explores the emphasis placed on community health and primary care within the CUNY PA
program. It highlights the role of physician assistants in underserved populations and public health
initiatives. The text provides insights into community-based learning experiences and their impact on
student development.

9. Research and Evidence Application in the CUNY School of Medicine PA Program
Focusing on research methodologies and their application in clinical practice, this book supports PA
students in developing scholarly projects. It covers research design, data analysis, and the translation
of findings into evidence-based care. The book encourages students to contribute to the advancement
of medical knowledge within the PA profession.
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