
cy hawk series history
cy hawk series history traces the origins and development of one of the most storied college
football rivalries in the Midwest. This historic series pits the Iowa State Cyclones against the University
of Iowa Hawkeyes, showcasing decades of competitive spirit, regional pride, and memorable athletic
moments. The rivalry has evolved over the years, reflecting changes in college football, conference
alignments, and fan engagement. Understanding the cy hawk series history provides valuable insight
into the cultural significance of this annual matchup and its impact on both institutions. This article
delves into the origins, key games, notable players, and the evolution of traditions surrounding the
Cy-Hawk Series. Additionally, it explores how the rivalry has shaped recruiting, fan bases, and media
attention. The following sections offer a comprehensive overview of the Cy Hawk Series history, from
its inception to its current status in college athletics.
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Origins and Early Years
The cy hawk series history begins in the late 19th and early 20th centuries when college football was
gaining popularity across the United States. The first football game between Iowa State University
(ISU) and the University of Iowa (UI) took place in 1894. This initial contest set the stage for a rivalry
fueled by geographic proximity and state pride. Early games were often sporadic, with long gaps
between matchups, reflecting the evolving nature of college athletics during that period.

Throughout the early years, the rivalry gradually intensified as both programs sought to assert their
dominance within Iowa and the broader Midwest region. The competition was marked by fierce but
respectful play, laying the groundwork for a tradition that would capture the attention of fans
statewide.

Early Matchups and Development
In the first few decades, the series featured numerous closely contested games, with both teams
experiencing periods of success. The rivalry was not yet formalized, and scheduling depended on
availability and broader college football developments. Despite this, the matches drew significant
local interest, establishing a foundation for future annual contests.



Establishment of the Cy-Hawk Trophy
The formalization of the rivalry took a significant step forward in 1977 with the introduction of the Cy-
Hawk Trophy. This award, named by combining the mascots of both schools—the Cyclones and
Hawkeyes—symbolized the competitive spirit and mutual respect between the programs. The trophy
added a tangible prize to the rivalry, increasing its visibility and importance on the college football
calendar.

Significant Games and Moments
Over the decades, the cy hawk series history includes numerous games that have defined the rivalry
and left lasting impressions on players, fans, and coaches. These significant moments reflect the
intensity and unpredictability of the matchup.

Memorable Upsets and Comebacks
One hallmark of the Cy-Hawk Series is its history of unexpected results and thrilling finishes. Upsets
by underdog teams have contributed to the rivalry’s excitement, often shifting momentum in favor of
one program or the other for subsequent seasons. Dramatic comebacks and last-minute scores have
become hallmarks of several games, further cementing the series’ reputation as a fiercely contested
battle.

Record-Breaking Performances
Throughout the rivalry’s history, individual players have delivered standout performances that have
become part of the cy hawk series history lore. From record-setting rushing yards to critical defensive
stands, these performances highlight the high level of competition and talent present in the series.

Notable Players and Coaches
The cy hawk series history is rich with contributions from legendary players and coaches who have
shaped the rivalry’s character and competitive edge. Their influence extends beyond the field,
impacting team strategies, recruitment, and the broader football culture in Iowa.

Influential Coaches
Several coaches have left indelible marks on the Cy-Hawk Series by leading their teams to victories,
developing innovative tactics, and fostering a competitive yet respectful rivalry atmosphere. Coaches
such as Johnny Majors, Dan McCarney, and Kirk Ferentz have played pivotal roles in elevating the
series’ profile through their leadership and game-day decisions.



Star Players and Alumni
Many players who starred in the Cy-Hawk Series went on to achieve professional success or became
prominent figures in college football history. These athletes are celebrated not only for their individual
achievements but also for their role in intensifying the rivalry and inspiring future generations of
players.

Traditions and Rivalry Culture
Beyond the games themselves, the cy hawk series history encompasses a wide range of traditions
and cultural elements that enrich the rivalry experience for fans and participants alike. These customs
help maintain enthusiasm and deepen the connection between the two schools and their supporters.

Game Day Rituals and Celebrations
Tailgating, pep rallies, and fan gatherings are integral parts of the Cy-Hawk Series culture. Both
universities host events that build excitement leading up to the game, fostering community spirit and
school pride. The atmosphere during game day is often electric, with students, alumni, and local
residents coming together to support their teams.

The Cy-Hawk Trophy and Symbolism
The Cy-Hawk Trophy itself is a symbol of victory and bragging rights within the state of Iowa. Award
ceremonies and trophy presentations are significant moments following each game, emphasizing the
importance of the rivalry and its deep-rooted history.

Impact on Recruiting and Fan Engagement
The cy hawk series history has played a notable role in shaping recruiting strategies and enhancing
fan engagement for both Iowa State and the University of Iowa. The rivalry serves as a platform for
showcasing talent and demonstrating program strength to prospective athletes.

Recruiting Battles and Regional Influence
Because both schools compete for many of the same recruits within Iowa and neighboring states, the
Cy-Hawk Series often influences recruiting decisions. A strong performance in the rivalry game can
boost a program’s attractiveness to high school prospects, making the series a critical component of
recruitment efforts.

Fan Base Growth and Media Attention
The rivalry’s intensity has helped expand the fan bases of both teams and attract significant media
coverage. Television broadcasts, radio shows, and social media discussions surrounding the Cy-Hawk



Series contribute to increased visibility and enthusiasm among fans, reinforcing the series’
importance in college football.

Modern Era and Future Outlook
In recent years, the cy hawk series history continues to evolve with changes in college football
dynamics, including conference realignments and advancements in sports technology. The rivalry
remains a highlight of the season for both teams and their supporters.

Recent Trends and Competitive Balance
The modern era has seen fluctuating dominance between Iowa State and the University of Iowa,
reflecting the competitive balance that defines the series. Both programs have invested in facilities,
coaching, and player development to maintain high standards and seek victory in the annual
matchup.

Future Prospects and Continuing Legacy
Looking ahead, the Cy-Hawk Series is expected to maintain its significance within college football,
continuing to draw passionate fans and foster state pride. Ongoing efforts to enhance the rivalry
experience, including community engagement initiatives and media partnerships, will ensure that the
cy hawk series history remains vibrant and relevant for future generations.

First game played in 1894

Introduction of the Cy-Hawk Trophy in 1977

Numerous upsets and record-breaking performances

Influential coaches like Dan McCarney and Kirk Ferentz

Strong game day traditions and fan participation

Significant impact on recruiting within the region

Continued competitive balance in the modern era

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the Cy-Hawk Series?
The Cy-Hawk Series is an annual college football rivalry between the Iowa State University Cyclones
and the University of Iowa Hawkeyes.

When did the Cy-Hawk Series football rivalry begin?
The football rivalry between Iowa State and Iowa began in 1894, but the Cy-Hawk Series as an official
branded competition was established in 2011.

Why is it called the Cy-Hawk Series?
The name 'Cy-Hawk' combines the mascots of the two universities: 'Cy' the Cyclone from Iowa State
and the 'Hawk' from the University of Iowa.

How often do the Iowa State Cyclones and Iowa Hawkeyes
play in the Cy-Hawk Series?
The two teams typically play once a year in the Cy-Hawk football game, usually scheduled on a
Saturday during the college football season.

Which team has won more games in the Cy-Hawk football
rivalry?
Historically, the University of Iowa Hawkeyes have won more games in the Cy-Hawk football rivalry
compared to the Iowa State Cyclones.

Has the Cy-Hawk Series expanded beyond football?
Yes, the Cy-Hawk Series has expanded to include multiple sports competitions between the two
universities, fostering a broader athletic rivalry.

Where is the Cy-Hawk football game usually held?
The Cy-Hawk football game alternates between the home stadiums of the two teams: Jack Trice
Stadium in Ames, Iowa, and Kinnick Stadium in Iowa City, Iowa.

What is the significance of the Cy-Hawk Series to Iowa sports
culture?
The Cy-Hawk Series is a major event in Iowa sports culture, showcasing the rivalry between the
state's two major universities and bringing together fans across the state.

Additional Resources
1. Cy-Hawk Chronicles: The Rivalry Begins



This book dives into the origins of the historic Cy-Hawk rivalry between Iowa State University and the
University of Iowa. It explores the early years of the competition, detailing the first games and the
cultural significance that quickly grew around this in-state showdown. Readers gain insight into how
this rivalry helped shape college sports in Iowa.

2. Gridiron Glory: The Cy-Hawk Series Through the Decades
Tracing the evolution of the Cy-Hawk series over several decades, this book highlights key moments,
legendary players, and unforgettable games. It offers a comprehensive look at how the rivalry has
changed alongside college football itself, reflecting broader social and athletic trends.

3. Battle for Iowa: Tales from the Cy-Hawk Series
Filled with anecdotes and firsthand accounts, this book captures the passion and intensity of the Cy-
Hawk series. From thrilling upsets to nail-biting finishes, the stories reveal why this rivalry is cherished
by fans and players alike.

4. Cy-Hawk Showdown: Strategies and Coaches
Focusing on the tactical side of the rivalry, this volume examines the coaching legends who have led
their teams in the Cy-Hawk series. It analyzes game plans, leadership styles, and pivotal coaching
decisions that influenced the outcomes of many classic matchups.

5. Legends of Cy-Hawk: Players Who Made History
This book profiles the standout athletes who left a lasting mark on the Cy-Hawk games. Through
interviews and archival research, it highlights their achievements, contributions to their teams, and
the ways they elevated the rivalry to national prominence.

6. Cy-Hawk Rivalry: A Cultural Phenomenon
Examining the broader impact of the rivalry, this book explores how the Cy-Hawk series has affected
Iowa's communities, traditions, and identity. It considers fan culture, media coverage, and the annual
festivities that surround the game.

7. Beyond the Field: The Cy-Hawk Series and College Life
This book looks at the Cy-Hawk series from the perspective of student life, detailing how the rivalry
influences campus culture, student engagement, and alumni relations. It includes stories about
tailgating, campus events, and the shared experiences that bond generations of students.

8. Historic Games of the Cy-Hawk Series
A detailed recounting of the most memorable and game-changing contests in Cy-Hawk history, this
book offers play-by-play narratives and expert analysis. It serves as a tribute to the moments that
defined the rivalry and captivated fans.

9. The Future of the Cy-Hawk Series: Challenges and Opportunities
Looking ahead, this book discusses the evolving landscape of college football and what it means for
the Cy-Hawk series. Topics include changes in conference alignments, recruitment, fan engagement,
and how the rivalry can maintain its relevance in a rapidly changing sports environment.
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